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De Guzman Wins Hurt Memetial 








































Jim Hurt Memorial 
November 28-December 1, 2002 
Master 

1 Ricardo DeGuzman 7 

2 John Donaldson 6.5 
3 Dmitry Zilberstein 6 
Under 2400 


1-2 Richard Koepcke 4.5 
Walter Shipman 
Expert 
1-2 Drake Wang 4.5 
Tom Maser 
3-4 Gary Huang 4 
Uri Andrews 
A 
1 Maximo Fajardo 7 
2 Jacob Lopez 6 
3-4 Judy Shipman 5.5 
Yigal Nochomovitz 
B 
1-2 Oren Gazit Dad 
Aaron Garg 
3 Max Rodel 5 
4-5 Joselito lgarta 4.5 
Ramil Yaneza 
Cc 
1-2 Dyson Xu 7S 
Han Zhang 
3-4 Craig Christiansen 4.5 
Jim Chiang 
D/E 
1 Tom Whittier 7:5 
Z Sathvik Tantry 7 


Davis Xu 


or many years, organizer 

Jim Hurt ran a tournament 

at the Sunnyvale Lockheed 

facility on Thanksgiving 
weekend. CalChess president Tom 
Dorsch paid tribute by holding an 
eight-round Swiss Nov. 28-Dec. | 
in Hurt’s honor. 

Dorsch, Carolyn Withgitt, and 
Joan Arbil directed 75 players at 
the Golden Gateway Holiday Inn in 
San Francisco. International 
master Ricardo De Guzman 
showed up for his check, winning 
six chess games and drawing two. 


White: Ricardo DeGuzman (2514) 
Black: Walter Shipman (2288) 
Ruy Lopez 

Notes by Frisco Del Rosario 
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Round six of the Hurt Memeual’t in oun Rrancieds found international masters Ricardo De 
Guzman (black cap) and Walter Shipman on board one. John Donaldson was on board 


two. 


Photo by Frisco Del Rosario 
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1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 Nge7 


Cozio’s defense is sensibly 
motivated. 3...Nge7 is saves 
Black’s pawn structure following 
4. Bc6, but Black has to make 
another knight move or play ...g6 
to continue his development. 


4. d4 Nd4 


Perhaps the international 
masters are already on their own 
in this unusual position. 


5. Nd4 ed4 6. Qd4 Nc6 


So Black accepts the crippled 
pawn formation anyway. 


7. Bc6 dcé 8. Qd8 Kd& 
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To arrive at a similar position 
from the Exchange Ruy, the game 
could have gone 1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 
Nc6 3. Bb5 a6 4. Bc6 dc6é 5. d4 ed4 
6. Od4 Qd4 7. Nd4, and then 
7...Nd8 8. Nd8 Kd8. To be serious, 
Black’s lost castling privilege gives 
him a more difficult game than 
usual because he cannot easily 
connect his rooks. 


9. Nc3 


White’s queen knight in the 
Exchange Lopez often prefers to 
develop to d2 and then c4—where 
it would help the potential passed 
pawn advance to e5—and then 
maybe to a5 where it bears down 
on the b7- and c6-pawns. In this 
position, though, Black’s king is 
vulnerable, and White aims for the 
fastest development. 


9...Be6 10. Bg5 f6 


Again White ignores a typical 
positional consideration—...f6 is a 
useful move for stalling White’s 
advance to e5—for the sake of 
rapid mobilization. 


11. 0-0-0 
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Shipman, Koepcke Make Best Scores 
Under 2400 at Jim Hurt Memorial 





10...Kc8 


How could White take advan- 
tage of the self-pin 11...Bd6? 
Neither 12. Bf4 Ke7 13. e5 fe5 14. 
Bg5 Kf7 nor 12. e5 fg5 13. ed6 cd6 
14. Rd6 Ke7 15. Rhdl Rad8 is 
convincing. 


12. Bf4 b6 13. e5 


White pushes his initiative 
further, threatening to ruin 
Black’s kingside structure and 
then use the open e-file to create 
more threats. Black’s decision to 
keep the e-file closed results in a 
passed pawn for White but a bad 
bishop, too. The alternative 
13...fe5 14. Be5 would put greater 
Strain on the black kingeside and 
e4 would. 
for the wi 













king rook, in 
comes indica 
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15...Be7 16. Ne2 Rae8& 


It is a hard decision not to 
contest the open file, but unless 
Black can make something of his 
queenside majority, he is playing 
a pawn down, and must avoid 
simplification (h4 enables White 
to play Bg5 should a black rook or 
king move to d8) if he hopes to 
make some counterplay. 


17. f3 


A cautious move, preventing 
diagonal threats to both f- and g- 
pawns. 


17...h6 


Black has to make some space 
somewhere for his pieces, and his 
furthest-advanced unit—the f5- 
pawn—suggests that he fight on 
White’s turf. 


18. Nd4 Bc8 19. Bg3 
White readies for f4 before 
Black can play ...g5 and ...f4 to 


separate the e5-pawn from its 
support. 


19...c5 20. Ne2 g5 21. f4 
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21...g4 


Another far-reaching decision. 
By not capturing the pawn on f4, 
Black has made a rock of White’s 
passed e-pawn, but the white 
bishop is biting on that rock. Still, 
Black’s bishops are confounded by 
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pawns all around, so if the 
queenside does not open up for 
them, then maybe the livelier 
21...gf4 22. Nf4 Rhg8 or 21...gf4 
22. Bf4 Rhg8 23. Bh6 Rg2 
would've looks better. 


22.h5 


A real battle in the trenches 
has developed. Both h-pawns are 
detached from their units as 
White grabs every inch of space 
available. 


22...Be6 23. Bh4 Bf8 24. Rd2 
Be7 


Black changed his mind about 
swapping the bishops, possibly to 
break up White’s coordination of 
bishop and rooks. For instance, 
giving Black two casual moves, 
White could trade off all the 
rooks: 24...Kc6 25. Rhdl a6 26. 
Rd8 Bg7 27. Re8 Re8 28. Rd8. 


25. Be7 Re7 26. Rhd1 Kc6 27. b4 


A remarkable move, allowing 
Black to correct his pawn struc- 
ture and make his majority useful 
again. Maybe White’s advantages 
in the center enable him to keep 
the queenside from getting out of 
hand, and breaking down the c5- 
pawn is the only way to make 
squares for the knight. As good as 
White’s rooks appear, if one went 
barging in by 27. Rd8, 27...Ree8 
chases it out. 
27...Bc4 

The purpose is probably more 
to tie the d2-rook to the defense 
of the knight than to actually 
capture the knight. White returns 
the favor by sending the bishop 
back to guard f5. 

28. Ng3 Beé 29. Kb2 cb4 30. 
ab4 a5 

After the difficult 
middlegame, Black at last has 
some counterplay in the ending. 


31. ba5 ba5 32. Kc3 Rb8 
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3| | Tore My Opponent’s Heart Out in 
San Francisco 


These positions were taken from games played at the Hurt Memorial in November. Solutions on page 7. 
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7. Lopez-Kleiman, White to play. 
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1. Donaldson-Huang, White to play. 
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1S 5. Rubinstein-Salzedo-Lopez, Black 
t to play. 
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3. Krubnik-Howe, Black to play. 6. Maser-Hills, White to play. 9. Du-Epis, Black to play. 
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Aaron Garg Wins Class B Prize at Hurt 


Kings are the best blockaders 
of a passed pawn, but White 
preferred a more active king 
move. Rooks belong behind 
passed pawns, but Black opted for 
the most active rook placement— 
but in case of ...Ra8 or ...Rb8 (if 
32...Ree8—coordinating the 
rooks—33. Ne2 with Nd4 in store 
inhibits Black’s pieces), White’s 
reply would’ve been the same. It’s 
too early to advance the passed 
pawn, but White cannot immedi- 
ately hunt it down: 32...a4 33. Kb4 
Kb6 34. Ka4 Ra8 35. Kb4 c5 36. 
Kc3 Ra3. 


33. Rd8& Re8 34. Re8 


White makes the trade that 
leaves Black with less mobility. 


34... Re8 35. Ne2 Kc5 





The worst fate that can befall 
a rook in an endgame is to be 
placed entirely defensively. 


39.93 


Highlighting the near-helpless- 


ness of Black’s pieces. 
39...Bc6 


Black could try to make some 
room for his rook and c-pawn by 
39...Kd5, but he’s again stuck for 
a move after 40. Kd3: for instance, 
40...Be8 41. Nf5 or 40...Bc6 41. c4 
mate. 


40. Ra7 Be8 


Choosing to make the direct 
threat, but it cannot be carried 
out. Black can aim to cloud the 
issue by 40...Bb5 41. Ra5 c6 42. 
Ra/ Kb6 43. Rh7 a3 44. Kb3 Ra8 
45. Ka2 Bcé4. 


41. Raé 


Carefully avoiding 41. Nf5 
Kb6. 


41...Bh5 


Enabling White to close the 
mating net, but White is far ahead 
on 41...Bd7 42. Rh6. 


42. Rc6 Kd5 43. Kd3 Resigns 





White: Fred Leffingwell (1708) 
Black: Aaron Garg (1522) 
Classical French 


1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. 
Bg5 Be7 5. e5 Nfd7 6. h4 hé 


There are several ways to 
decline the pawn offer. 6...c5 is 
most in the spirit of the French, 
6...0-0 is an efficient develop- 
ment, 6...{6 could persuade White 
to sacrifice a whole bishop by 7. 
Bd3 fg5. 


7. Be3 c5 8. Qg4 Bf8 


This bishop retreat is seen in 
the Winawer French line 1. e4 e6 
2.d4 d5 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. e5 b6 5. a3 
Bf8, when the bishop hasn’t 
another move besides ...Bc3, but it 
can’t be recommended here when 
White has better development 
plus the ability to open lines for 
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his pieces. 8...g6 9. Nf3 was a 
little better for White in Hellers. 
Bareev, Gausdal 1986. 


9. 0-0-0 

White is hurrying to finish hj 
development, but he ought to be 
more concerned with control of 
the center and play 9. f4 to prop 
up his e5-pawn. 
9...Nc6 


Black trails in development g 
White avoids trouble—for ex- 
ample, 9...cd4 10. Bd4 Nc6 11. 
f4— but White should play 10. f¢ 
now, and 11. Nf3 if able. 


10. Nb5 


White’s game starts to go sow 
first of all because 11. Nd6 isn’t, 
real threat. Black can now captur 
the center plus the lead by 
10...cd4 (11. Nd6 Bd6 wins a 
piece) and 11...Nde5. 


10...g6 11. Nd6 


Enough time has been wasted 
on both sides that White is stil] af 
least equal after 11. f4 a6 12. Nc} 
cd4 13. Bd4. 


11...Bd6 12. ed6 Nf6 

Also good is 12...cd4 13. Bd4 
e5 with a discovered attack to 
come. 
13. Qg3 

13. Of4 is better. 
13...cd4 14. Bf4 


White seems fixated on the dé 
pawn, but 14. Bd4 has the effect 
of tying the black queen to the 
knight on f6, and then 14...Ne4 
15. Qe3 Nd4 16. Qd4 Rh7 is equal 


14...Ne4 


Now Black wins the center an( 
the d6-pawn. 


15. Qf3 e5 16. Bh2 Qdé6 17. Bbi 
Bd7 18. Bcé 


White’s operation to recover 
one pawn meets a sharp reply. 


18...Bc6 19. Rd4 Qe6 20. Rdl 
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20...d4 


Threatening ...Qa2 plus a 
discovered attack on the queen, 
f4 and there are two ways to trap the 
hl-rook (...Nf2 and ...Bg2). 


21. Qe2 


21. Rel threatens 22. Re4, 
gives the king a flight square from 
the mate threat ...Qa2-al, and 
takes the rook off the triple threat 
21...Nc3, so the best Black can do 
might be 22. Qg3 Na2 23. Kb1 e4. 


21...Qa2 22. c3 dc3 23. Be5 Qal 
24. Kc2 Qb2 25. Kd3 Bb5 26. 
Resigns 


Solutions 


1. White met Black's checkmat- 
ing threat with a double threat of 
his own: 1. Bg5! (1...Qg4 2. Re7). 

2. The knight fork 1. Nh5! 
opened the g-file: 1...gh5 2. Qg3 
Kf7 (2...Kf8 3. Re8 Kf7 4. Qg8 
mate) 3. Re8 Bg7 4. Qg5 (threaten- 
ing the skewer 5. R2e7) Bf8 5. Rf8! 
db KFS 6. Qf6 Kg8 7. Re8 mate. 

3. 1...Qe3! wins a bishop. 

4. Black mates in two with 
Lee Benet 2 Ro. 

9. 1...Nc3! wins material. 

6. White removed the rook’s 
ni guard with 1. Bb6! 

7. The discovered check 1. d6 
made room for the bishop to trap 
the black rook: 1...Kh8 2. Bd5. 

8. The discovered attack 1. 
Nh4! sets up a fork: 1...Bh7 2. Be4 
Be4 3. Nd6 Kd8 (3...Kf8 4. Ne4 
Qe4 5. Qd7) and then a pin: 4. Rel 
f5 (4...Nf6 5. Ne4) 5. Nhfs. 

9. 1...Qb6! pins the knight and 
2...e5 wins it. 
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From the “A” section: Jamie Brett playing Phite against iGeeb Lopez in the foreground, 


Gary Smith punching the clock against Maximo Fajardo. 
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Shaughnessy Represents CalChess, 


lreland at World Chess Olympiad 


Teams from more 
than 130 countries 
gathered for the 
35th FIDE World 
Chess Olympiad 
held Oct. 25-Nov. 
11 in Bled, 
B® Slovenia. 
mee Ted by grandmas- 
; ter Garry Kasparov 
on board one, 
Russia won the men’s competi- 
tion. The United States team 
finished 41st. World champion 
Zhu Chen and the Chinese team 
won the gold medal on the 
women’s side. The United States 
women took ninth place—WIM 
Camilla Baginskaite of El Cerrito 
scored 5%-5% on board two for 
the U.S. 

Elizabeth Shaughnessy, direc- 
tor of the Berkeley Chess School 
and vice president of CalChess, 
played on board three for Ire- 
land—Shaughnessy maintains a 
dual citizenship and was once 
women’s champion of her native 
country. Shaughnessy scored two 
wins and two draws in nine games 
against opponents with an aver- 
2168. 











Elizabeth Shaughnessy (right) played on board three for Irel 





weer 


and’s women’s team at the 


35th World Chess Olympiad. Garry Kasparov played board one for Russia’s men’s team, 
which won the event. He would still be world champion had he attended Berkeley Chess 


School classes. 


8. Qf3 leaves Black searching 
for enough compensation for the 
sacrificed pawn. Then 8...Nd4, 
and without the inclusion of a3 
and a5, 9. Qe4 is good for White, 
but in this case Black can play 
9...Nb3. So, White has the less 
central move 9. Qc3, and now the 
extra a3 move prevents Black 
from the pin-plus-fork motif 
...Bb4 (see Variations on a Theme, 
next page). 


8...Nd4 9. Bh3 


Fails to make a threat and can 
even be threatened by ...Qh4. 
White’s position has holes in it, 
but the queens might be coming 
off after 9. Be3 Nc6 (9...Bc5 10. 
Nc3 with Ne4 coming looks un- 
comfortable) 10. Qd8, lessening 
Black’s attacking chances. 


9...Ne7 


The usual recipe for Black’s 
king knight is ...f6 ef6 Nf6, and 
White has made another non- 
developing move, but in this 
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Photo courtesy Berkeley Chess School 


position, Black wants to support 
her advanced knight. 


10. Be3 Nec6 11. f4 


White is persuaded by Black’s 
threat of 11...Ne5 12. Bd4 Qd4 13, 
Qd4 Nfs. 


11...Bc5 12. Nc3 





12...Qh4 


The game is slightly evocative 
of the Budapest Defense tactic 1. 


Continued on page 10 
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Variations on a Theme 


Only 4...d6 to boot the knight 
gives Black much chance. 


5. Bc4 c6 6. BfF7 Kd8 7. Bg8 
A witty clearance. 
7...Rg8 8. Bg5 


This pin-plus-fork combina- 
tion belongs in the chess 
student’s arsenal: 





Correspondence 1949 
White: Barnett 
Black: Eastwood 
Center Game 
1.e4 e5 2. d4 ed4 3. Qd4 

The Center Game is better 
than its reputation. After 3...Nc6 
4. Qe3, Black is prevented tacti- 
cally from 4...d5, and White has 
an easy attack to build up by Nc3, 
Bd2, 0-0-0, f4, and so on. 
3...Qf6 4. Qe3 Nh6 5. Nc3 Ng4 
6. Nd5 

With a double threat of 7. Nf6 
or 7. Nc7. 6...Ne3 7. Nf6 gf6 8. Be3 
is not solid for Black, so... 





8...Resigns 
6-3@e67.. gs The pattern occurs in 
Making another double threat netspace: 


of 8. Qg4 or 8. NC7. 


7...d6 8. Bb5 White: BrunoRafael (1932) 
Black: Guest1215 
Tchigorin Queen’s Gambit De- 


clined 
1. d4 d5 2. c4 Nc6 


For Black to make equal 
against the Queen’s Gambit, he 
has to play ...c5 or ...e5. 
Tchigorin’s knight move combines 
direct pressure against d4 (Black 
is threatening by ...dc4 to make a 
discovered attack) with a short- 
term goal of ...e5. 


3. Nf3 Bg4 4. e3 e5 5. de5 
White discovers an attack 
instead, so Black continues as in 

the Albin countergambit. 
5...d4 6. ed4 Bf3 7. Qf3 Nd4 8. 
Qc3 Bb4 9. Resigns 


Black’s queen often enters 
early in the Englund Gambit. 
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And Black resigned in view of 
8...Qb5 9. Nc7. The same pattern 
happened on the other side of the 
chessboard in a local contest: 


1998 San Francisco Universe Open 
White: Jason Childress (1900) 
Black: Osmundo Reyes (1850) 
Latvian Gambit 


1.e4 e5 2. Nf3 f5 3. Ne5 Qfé6 4. 
d4 fe4 


Huy 1993 

White: Eric Denayer 
Black: L. Cornet 
Englund Gambit 
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1. d4 e5 2. de5 Nc6é 3. Nf3 Qe7 
4. Nc3 Ne5 5. Nd5 Nf3 6. gf3 
Qc5 7. Bf4 dé 8. b4 Qc6 9. e4 
Be6é 10. Bb5 Resigns 





While these four games are 
unified in theme and cute and 
useful, it is this last example that 
most amused me (even though it 
is not wholly thematic). In the 
chess variant known as 
“crazyhouse,” when you capture 
an opponent’s man, that man 
changes color, and you may make 
a future move by placing the piece 
back on the board. 


ICC Crazyhouse 2002 
White: Chesstosterone (1660) 
Black: Ex (1730) 
Rossolimo Sicilian 
1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 Nd4 
4. Nd4 cd4 5. d3 

Setting a trap of sorts. 
5...Qa5 

Snaring the loose bishop! 
6. Bd2 

And then Black realized that if 


6...Qb5, the captured knight 
comes back to the board on c7! 


Change Your Address? 


Send changes of address, inquiries 















about missing magazines and member- 
ship cards, and anything else pertain- 
ing to your CalChess membership to 
Tom Dorsch at POB 7453, Menlo Park, 
CA 94026 or tomdorsch@aol.com. 
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Berkeley Chess School Director Plays 
in World Chess Olympiad 


Continued from page 8 me sake a 
d4 Nf6 2. c4 e5 3. de5 Ne4 4. a3 : — . 
BcS 5. Be3 Qh4 6. Nf3 Qf2. ae _ _ 


13. Bg2 Nc2 14. Qc2 Be3 


Black’s combination starting — oe 
with 13...Nc2 is designed to bring os 
up more force by ...Nd4, witha 
winning attack. White should play 
15. Bc6. 


15. Nd5 Nd4 16. Qd3 


The queen has to stay close to — 
d2, else ...Qf2-d2 mate. - | 8 


16...Qf2 17. Kd1 Qg2 18. Rel 


Black emerges with a nimble 
knight on 18. Rf1 0-0-0 19. Ne3 
Qb2 20. Rb1 Nc2 21. Rb2 Ne3 22. 
Ke2 Rd3 23. Kd3 Nf1 24. Rf2 Rd8. 





















\ 
18...Qf3 19. Re2 Qf1 LL ow Fi 
A clever use of White’s self- In this shot from the 35th ¢ FIDE Olym iad held recently in Bled, Slovenia, Elizabeth 

pin. Shaughnessy (playing black, writing) is the closest person to the camera and facing th 
20. Rel Qd3 mate camera. Photo courtesy Berkeley Chess Schod 
By the House of Staunton 
Sole U.S. Distributor for Jaques of London n 
: j 
The Finest Staunton Chess [i (oo Ve 
( 
Sets Ever Produced 
Antique Chess Sets Also Available S 
For your free color catalog, ; 
send $2 postage to 
362 McCutcheon Lane fe G 7 j 
Toney, AL 35773 ——— 











(256) 858-8070 aS : eee 
(256) 851-0560 fax 
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Visit our web presentation at www.houseofstaunton.com 
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San Leandro Swiss 
Sunday, February 23 


A Four Round Swiss System Tournament 
in three sections - OPEN, RESERVE, BOOSTER 


*1250 Prize Fund 


Prize Distribution: Open $500, Reserve $400, Booster $350 


Within each section the prizes will be allocated according to the number of entries and 
their rating scope, and will be posted after the tournament start. 
USCF norms and director’s discretion may be used in section placement. 





Late Registration: 9:00 to 9:30 am. Please arrive before 9:45 to verify your entry. 
Rounds: 10:00 am, 1:30 pm, 4:15 pm, 7:00 pm 
Time Control: Analog clocks — G75, Delay clocks — G70 /5 second delay. 
Entry Fee: $27 rec. by 2/21/2003, $32 on site. $2 CalChess discount. 
Name: Entry Fee: 
Address: CalChess discount: 
City/State/ Zip: Total: 
Section: Phone#: USCE and CalChess 
Memberships available 
USCF ID #: Exp: on site. 
Make checks payable to: 
E-mail: Rating Hans Poschmann 
4621 Seneca Park Ave. 
Age: (if under 18) Birthdate: Fremont CA 94538 
E-mail: hspwood2@attbi.com 
Bring your chess clock — sets will be provided Tel.: 510 656-8505 


For payment by credit card please visit: http://www.calchess.org/SanLeandro2003/ 








Pruess Scores 36-1-5 in Kolty Club 





Simultaneous Exhibition 


Senior master David Pruess 
performed a 42-board simulta- 
neous exhibition Nov. 21 at the 
Kolty Chess Club in Campbell, 


scoring 36 wins against five draws 


and one loss. Vishtasb Golshen 
was the sole winner, while Louis 
Arquie, Lev Feldman, Alexander 
Levitan, Alan Howe, and Alireza 
Shahidehfar achieved draws. 

Some exhibitors extend the 
courtesy of choice of color, but 
Pruess went further than that and 
told the players that they could 
practice any opening they liked 
against him. Pruess, a devoted 1. 
e4 player, found himself opening 
1. d4 on a few boards, where 
Howe’s Czech Benoni and 
Shahidehfar’s Benko Gambit 
resulted in two of the draws— 
Pruess said Shahidehfar’s game 
was the best by one of his oppo- 
nents. 

After almost six hours of play, 
the U.C. Berkeley student offered 
draws to the five players remain- 
ing in order to start writing an 
essay due later in the morning. 
“The kids kept asking if my legs 
were getting tired, but I always 

Said ‘no, it’s just walking,’ but 
now my legs feel Peally \ wel Ghosts 
Said Pruess¢ 





White: David E Pruess (235 i 
Black: Vishtasb Golshen (UNR) 
St. George Defense : 


1. e4 a6 


Years ago, grandmaster Miles 
made a splash oye beating w vould 










Qc5 14, 


Nf4 
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16. Bb5 Ra 618.4 





Jim Rossi thinking hard against simultaneous exhibitor David Bruase 













ess 


ey ef6 gf6 20. Qd2 Nd4 21. Qf4 
. Ne2 22. Resigns 





p White: David Pruess (2351) 


Black: Alireza Shahidehfar (1615) 
Benko Gambit 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cb5 
Nc3 g6 6.e4 dé 7.Nf3 Nbd7 
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Photo by Fred Leffingwel 


8.a4 Bg7 9.ba6 Qb6 10.Bb5 Bab 
11.Nd2 0-0 12.0-0 Bb5 13.Nb5 
Rfb8 14.Rel Ne8 15.Ra3 Nc7 
16.Nc4 Qb7 17.Nc7 Qc7 18.Qc2 
Nb6 19.b3 Nc4 20.Qc4 Qa5 
21.Re2 Qb4 22.Qc2 Rb7 23.Bb?2 
Rab8 24.93 Bd4 25.Kg2 h5 26. 
e6 27.de6 fe6 28.e5 Kf7 29.ed6 
Bb2 30.Qb2 <4 31.Ral Qd6 
32.Rael Qd5 33.Kg1 Rb3 
34.Qc2 Qd4 Drawn 





White: David Pruess (2351) 
Black: Dan Stolin (1387) 

Pirc Defense 

1. e4 d6 2. d4 Nf6 3. Nc3 g6 4. 
f4 Bg7 5. Nf3 0-0 6. e5 de5 


White will hold an advantage 
of two center pawns against one, 
and the f-file is opened for a white 
rook. 6...Nfd7 gives Black more 
hope for making equality. 
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7, fe5 Nd5 8. Ne4 Bf5 9. Ng3 
Bg4 10. Be2 Nc6 

10...c5 is more in the spirit of 
the Pirc. After 10...Nc6, how is 
Black supposed to make a dent in 
the white pawn center? 
11. 0-0 e6 12. Bg5 f6 

This will get rid of the 
forwardmost e5-pawn, but at the 
cost of weakness all along the e- 
and f-files. 
13. ef6 BF6 

Kingside fianchetto players 
are usually loath to swap their 
bishops, especially in a position 
like this where the e7-pawn has 
moved, resulting in no protection 
for the black squares at all. 


14. Bf6 RF6 15. Qd2 Qe7 16. 
Rael Raf8 17. h3 


he 


ss 
seat 
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17...Bf3 

Black is pushed all around the 
board on 17...Bf5 18. c4 Ndb4 19. 
d5 Nd8 20. Nf5 Rf5 21. Nd4 Rf1 
22 BEL Och 23.23. 
18. BF3 

19. Bd5 is threatened. 
18...Qd7 

Maybe 18...0f7 19. Ne4 Rf4, 
pinning the knight to the d4- 
pawn, is an improvement. 
19. Ne4 Rf5 

Now 19...Rf4 comes up short 


when the knight circles around by 
20. Nc5 and 21. Ne6. 


a 
I, W, 
Uy yyy 


~~ ~~ . 
~ 
Sa Vv 
SS 
bs SN ‘ 
My MO 
\ SSN WAY 
SS SS 
SS 
NY 





20...Qc8 21. Ne6 Re8 22. Qh6é 


The black-squared weaknesses 
also show on 21...R8f7 22. Bd5 
Rd5 23. Rf7 Kf7 24. Qh6. 


22...Re6 


White wins neatly on 22...Qd7 
23. Bd5 Rd5 24. Rf8. 


23. Bd5 Rd5 24. Re6é 

Black’s queen is overworked. 
24...Rh5 25. Qe3 Kg7 26. c4 

The addition of new force 
prepares to advance White’s 
potential passed pawn to d5, 
which will also drive the knight 
from the defense of e7, after 
which White’s pieces can pen- 
etrate further. 
26...g5 27. d5 Nd8 28. Qe5 
Resigns 

28... Kg8 29. Re8 mate. 





Pecora Wins Burlingame 
CC Championship 


David Pecora won the 14th 
Wilfred Goodwin Memorial 
Open—the Burlingame Chess Club 
championship—held October 3- 
November 14 in Burlingame. Bob 
Blatt and Carolyn Withgitt di- 
rected 56 players in two sections. 

The event honors Goodwin, 
who was on the club’s board of 
directors for 30 years starting in 
the early ’60s. 


White: David Pecora (2069) 
Black: Richard Koepcke (2272) 
Caro-Kann Defense 
Notes by David Pecora 
1. e4 

This was a makeup game 
played after the final round of the 
tournament. I needed to win to 
secure clear first. 
1...c6 2. c4.d5 3. ed5 cd5 4. cd5 
Qd5 5. Nc3 Qa5 

A small surprise. In a game 
Dowling-Koepcke from 1998, 
Black played 5...Qd8 and went on 
to win. The text move is also 


9. 0-0 Be7 10. a3 0-0 11. Rel 
Rd8 


oe 
YI 


a 
“a 


ame 


Aa 


L eee 
VAY ~ 
== ANTY 


At this point a fairly standard 
type of position has been reached. 
White will try to attack, making 
use of his spatial advantage, while 
Black sets up play against the 
isolated pawn on d4. The game 
now takes a sudden tactical turn. 


12. b4? 
This move is unsound; White 


should first develop the queen 
bishop. The correct refutation is 








20. Nc5 12...Bb4! 13. ab4 Qal 14. Qb3 Nd4 
cia een 15. Nd4 Rd4 and now the at- 
6. d4 e6 7. Nf3 Nf6 8. Bd3 Nc6 
Continued on page 30 
January/February 2003 California Chess Journal Page 13 





Sojourner Truth Chess Tournament for Girls in Its Sixth Year 
Sa ee OE TOROS 1S oIXtterear 


Top California Girls under 16 Might 





Coming up on its sixth year, 
the Sojourner Truth Chess Tour- 
nament for Girls has grown in 
attendance every year since its 
inception. The question for 2003 
is whether the Region XI Women’s 
Open to be held on the same 
weekend—January 11 and 12 at 
the Menlo Park Community Cen- 
ter—will expand upon its 17- 
player field from last year. Since 
then, three players under the age 
of 16 earned spots on the Top 100 
Women list, according to the 
December 2002 USCF rating 
supplement, and they might opt 
for the tougher competition in the 
Women’s Open. 

Elisha Garg, who shared first 
place in the Sojourner 9th-10th 
grade division last year, reached 
no. 84 on the top women list with 
a rating of 1694. Jamie Brett is 
97th, and her 1637 rating has a 
bullet after scoring 4.5-3.5 in the 
“A” section of the Jim Hurt Memo- 
rial. Elaine Veksler is no. 99 at 
1629. Along with Ewelina Krubnik 
(no. 88, 1682), they hold spots on 
the USCF’s top women list and the 
USCF’s list for girls under 16. 





St, with 23 pl 





Califo iy ‘ads the ngvon ov __ from Anonuevo-Sanchez, five 


_ months earlier. 


Scotch Gambit 
Notes by Kimberly Anonuevo 


1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 ed4 4. 


Bc4 Be7 5.3 


Gambiting a pawn for develop- 


ment. 
5...Nf6 6. e5 


Meeting Black’s threat while 
gaining space in the center. 


6...Ne4 





7. Bd5 

Making another threat and 
preventing ...d5, an improvement 
over /. cd4 d5 8. ed6 Nd6 9. Bb3 












«Nc5 8. cd4 Ne6 9. 0-0 dé 10. 
de5 11. de5 0-0 12. a3 
reventing ...Nb4 to drive off 
ishop before exchanging 

ns. 


Bd7 13. Qd3 f6 


Opt for Region XI Women’s Open 





Will Kimberly Anonuevo enter the So. 
journer Truth Chess Tournament for Girls qs 
its highest-rated player at 1503, or will she 
play instead in the more challenging Re. 
gion XI Women’s Open? 

Photo by Shorman 


SSS 
15...f5 16. Bg5 h6 17. Be3 Kh7 


Breaking the pin. 
18. h3 Nced8& 19. Qd3 

Creating another pin and 
giving my bishop some room. 
19...c6 20. Bb3 Kh8 21. g4 fg4 
22. Bc2! g6 23. Qg6 Rf7 24. Qhé 
Kg8 25. hg4 Bf8 26. Qh3 Nc7 
27. Nh2 Nd5 28. Bd2 Neé 29. 
Ne4 Be7 30. Qh5 Rg7 31. 95 

The pressure mounts on the 
kingside. 
31...Qd8 32. Nf3 Be8 33. Qhé 


lack might’ve wanted an open 
for his rook, or been annoyed 
e e5-pawn, but the self-pin to 
ht enables White to apply 

ate pressure. 












Bf7 34. Rad! 


Using every piece, just as Paul 
Morphy would have done. 


34...g6 35. Nf6 Kf7 36. Bgé Rgé 
iS. c4 Qc8 15. Rel 37. Qh7 Resigns 
ringing up more force with If 37.,. Ng7 (37...Rg7 38. 26 


: dea of ef6, discovering an- Kf8 39. Qh8 Rg8 40. Qg8 mate) 38. 
Black: G : er attack on the knight. e6 Kf8 39. Oh8 mate. 
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9003 CALCHESS STATE SCHOLASTIC CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP 
SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA 
ApRIL 12TH AND 13TH ¢ 2003 


REGISTRATION ForM— USCF Memeersuip REQuirReD* 














Name USCF ID 

Address Rating 

City State Zip 

Email Date of Birthmo_— day__—syr_ 
School and USCF Registered Club** 

Phone ( ) Grade Age 





*Eor all current or former USCF members. New USCF Membership or renewal (required if not a 
member) $13 if 14 or under and $25 from 15 through 19. If this is your first USCF event, you have 
the option of paying $1 instead of joining USCF. **You cannot compete for a Club if there are 
two other players from your school in the same section.] 


1) High School Championship K-12, 2) High School Premier U/950 K-12, 
3) Junior High School Championship K-8, 4) Junior High Premier U/850 K-8, 
5) __Elementary Championship K-6, 6) Elementary Premier U/750 K-6, 
7)____ Elementary Unrated K-6, 8) ~~ Primary Championship K-3, 

9) _—~ Primary Premier U/600 K-3, 10____—~Primary Unrated 

11)___——s Kindergarten Please Mark Your Section 


____ Tournament Entry Fee $30 (received by 3/26) Late Fee $50__ 
___ Blitz EF $10, Blitz Late (after 3/26) $15 

_____ Bughouse EF $10, Blitz Late (after 3/26) $15. Bughouse Partner 
New USCF Membership or renewal (required) $13 if 14 or under and $25 from 15 to 19. 
_____New Players (never USCF members) who do not wish to join USCF at this time are $1. 


CalChess Membership (REQUIRED) $13 junior or & $17 family (only 1 copy of Califor- 
nia Chess Journal) 


T-SHIRT PRE-PURCHASE (Pick up at Tournament): T-Shirt ($14 in advance, $18 at 
tournament): Circle size Youth M YouthL AdultS AdultM AdultL Adult XL Adult 
XXL 


____ SUB-TOTAL OF ALL OF THE ABOVE Send to: Richard Peterson 
_______ TOTAL (Checks payble to Cal Chess) 1608 Saguaro St. 


INFO: 1-888-331 -4442 Ridgecrest CA 93555 








2003 CALCHEss STATE 
SCHOLASTIC CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA 

APRIL 12TH AND 13TH ¢ 2003 


SECTIONS: Kindergarten, K through 3rd Grade Sections: Saturday, April 12, 2002; K-6 Sections,K-8 
Sections and K-12 Sections: Saturday and Sunday, April 12 & 13, 2002. ALSO 


BLITZ AND BUGHOUSE: Friday Night, April 11, 2002. 


LOCATION: Santa Clara Convention Center, Ballrooms A& B, 5001 Great America Parkway, Santa 
Clara 95054—across from Great America. Rooms available at The Westin, 5101 Great America Parkway 
(attached to the Convention Center). Call 1-800-WESTIN 1 to obtain the special tournament rate of $109. To 
guarantee room rate, please make your reservation before March 11, 2002 and mention CalChess Scholas- 
tic Tournaments. Plenty of free parking on site. 


DIRECTIONS: From Fwy 880: take |-237 West. Head South on Great America Parkway. The Convention 
Center is on the East corner of Great America Parkway and Tasman Drive. From Fwy 1017: take Great 
America Parkway North. The Convention Center is on the East corner ofGreat America Parkway and Tasman 
Drive. 


GENERAL INFO: All current or former USCF players must be current members of the United States Chess 
Federation. 


New players who have never played in a USCF event have the option of paying $1 in lieu of USCF member. 
ship. 


We will run the tournament according to the United States Chess Federation Rule Book and any modifica- 
tions made for scholastic competition. 


ENTRY FEE: $30.00, checks made payable to CalChess Scholastics, must be received by Tuesday, 4/4.A 
special Team or Club rate is available: 4 or more players are $25 each as long as checks are received in one 
package from the coach no later than 4/3/03. After 4/4 all entries are $50. Membership in CalChess Mem- 
bership is required. CalChess membership is $13 a year with six issues of CalChess Journal. 


A special late registration will take place at the Santa Clara Convention Center in Room 203 on Friday, 4/11 
from 6 to 7 PM. No registrations will be accepted on Saturday, 4/8. A $10 fee will be charged for any changes 
requested after 7:00 PM on 4/11. No refunds will be made after 7 PM on 4/11. Only one half round bye wil 
be permitted if requested before 4/12. Please check our internet site for confirmation of your entry and to se¢ 
if you are in the correct division. (www.chesslogic.com) 


SECTIONS: 


KINDERGARTEN, K-3 SECTIONS (PRIMARY SCHOOL): Unrated, Under 600 Premier, & Championship 
(Open) Will be on Saturday, 4/8, 5 rounds (each player will have a maximum of 30 minutes per round: 
Game/30), rounds at 10:00, 11:30, 1:30, 3:00, 4:30 with awards to follow. Please arrive 1/2 hour before the 
first round to check the posted list to see if your application arrived. 


K-6 SECTIONS (ELEMENTARY SCHOOL): Unrated, Under 750 Premier, & Championship (Open); K-8 
SECTIONS (JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL): Under 850 (includes unrated) & Championship (Open); K-12 
SECTION (HIGH SCHOOL): Under 950 (includes unrated) & Championship (Open): Will be on both 
Saturday 4/12 and Sunday 4/13. 


Six rounds (each player has a maximum of 75 minutes per round: Game/75), Saturday rounds at 10:00, 
1:00, 4:00. Sunday rounds at 9:00, 12:00, 3:00 with awards to follow. Please arrive 1/2 hour before the first 
round to check the posted list to see if your application arrived. 


Aly 
To 
S- 


PRIZES: Great Trophies to top 25 players in each Section. In the case of a tie the US Chess Federation tie 
break methods will be used. Trophies to all ties for 25" place. Trophies will be awarded to the top 8 schools 
and top 2 USCF Registered Clubs in all but the Kindergarten division (team score=4 best from each school, 
USCF Club score=4 best from each club); NOTE: Players cannot compete for both a school and a club. 
If player is eligible to compete for a school with two other players, s/he cannot compete for a USCF Club. 
Participation trophies to every participant not winning a bigger award. 


NOTES: 1. All games in K-6 Championship (Open), Junior High School (K-8) and High School (K-12) Sec- 
tions must be recorded. Players should bring chess clocks. 2. In the last round players from the same school 
may face each other to determine individual championships. even if it affects team championship prospects. 
3. Limited number of commemorative T-shirts for sale: Pre-purchase=$14 At tournament=$18. 4. 28th 
Anniversary commemorative chess sets and boards will be available for sale at tournament. 5. A playoff will 
be held on Saturday, April 19 if there is a tie in the High School Section for the representive from CalChess 
to the Denker Tournament. Tournament time controls and rules will apply for the playoff. Any contender not 
participating in the playoff will forfeit the opportunity to represent Cal Chess at the Denker Tournament of 
State High School Champions. 6. Any player using a telephone (pay or otherwise) without a monitor or a TD 
present will be subject to immediate dismissal from the tournament. This policy was made necessary after 20 
talse 911 calls several years ago. 7. Late Arrival Forfeits will occur 30 minutes from the announced round 
start time or 15 minutes from the actual start time, whichever is later. 


SKK HII I IAAI IIIS III III III III III IIIS III III IIIS III III AIA AISI IAI II IIIA IERIE ERE ERE EEE EERE 


CALCHESS ALL STATE TEAM - In all Championship Divisions, individuals who lose no more then 
one point will be named to the Cal Chess All State team and will receive a specially engraved All- 
State plaque in addition to their other awards. 


de KKK KI II IK III III KIA HII ASIII HII IARI IAI AIK SIEBER IERIE IBARAKI EK EK IER KK EKER ERK EKERER EEK ERE K 


FURTHER INFO: Call Richard Peterson 1-888-331-4442 or 1-760-377-0061 
E-mail him at: ascachess @aol.com 


CALCHESS STATE SCHOLASTIC BLITZ TOURNAMENT: Friday 4/11, 7-11 PM, Santa Clara Convention 
Center, $10 checks made payable to CalChess Scholastics in advance. Late on site registration on Fri- 
day, 4/5 from 6 to 6:30 PM is $15. Engraved plaques for top 5 places in K-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-12 grades. May be 
split into two sections as numbers warrant. 


CALCHESS STATE SCHOLASTIC BUGHOUSE TOURNAMENT: Friday 4/11, 4-7 PM, Santa Clara Con- 
vention Center. $10 checks per player made payable to CalChess. Late on site registration on Friday, 4/ 
5 from 3 to 2:30 PM is $15 per person. Two engraved plaques for top team + 2 for best team in K-3, 4-6, 
7-8, 9-12 grades. Highest grade of either team member will determine section for award. 


CALCHESS COACHES MEETING: Saturday 4/12, 10:30 to 11:15 AM. All coaches, teachers and parents 
are welcome. Hosted by the CalChess scholastic committee. 


CHESS ANALYSIS: National Master Robert Snyder, author of the best seller Chess for Juniors, will be 
outside the tournament hall on Saturday and Sunday to analyze player games. 


TEAM ROOMS: Team Rooms Are Available and are recommended. We have a variety of sizes and prices 
range from $400 to $600 but they will be rented on a first come, first serve basis to all schools and groups. 
Call 888-331-4442 to reserve your team room. 











By Richard Peterson 

Chess Fxisa 
new feature in 
the California 
Chess Journal 
designed to 
highlight the 
personalities 
and activities of 
scholastic chess 
in our state. | 
will be focusing 
on the achievements of our young 
players and their coaches. Ideas 
from our readers will always be 
very welcome. 


Setzepfandt 25th in Boys 


under 12 at World Youth 
Championship 


Alexander Setzepfandt of 
Oakland represented the United 
States in the Boys under 12 divi- 
sion at the World Youth Chess 
Championships held Nov. 11-25 
in Crete. He finished in 25th 
place, scoring seven points from 
11 in the international field. 

The best American finishers 
were FM Fabiano Caruana and IM 
Dmitry Schneider, who finished 
6th in the Boys under 10 and Boys 
under 18 divisions, respectively. 
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Aviv Adler of Oakland was 9th 
in the 6th grade division with 5 
points. Yuki Siegrist was 37th 
among 4th graders at 4-2. 

In the 3rd grade section, 
Mukund Chillakanti of Fremont 
earned 12th place with 5-1. Kartik 
Chillakanti was 49th and Matthias 
Wilken of Sacramento was 68th 
with four points each. 

Hugo Kitano made 9th place in 
the 2nd grade class with 5. 
Canaan Linder was 32nd with 4. 

Three first-graders scored 
four points: Kevin Zhu (20th 
place), Griffin Sloves (26), and 
Aditya Srinivasan (34). Satchel 
Genoba had three points. 


CalChess Membership 
Required for 2003 State 
Scholastic Championship 


Every participant in the 2003 
CalChess State Scholastic Champi- 
onship to be held April 12-13 in 
Santa Clara, will be required to 
join CalChess, the northern 
California affiliate of the U.S. 
Chess Federation. 

The cost is $13 a year for 
scholastic players, who will re- 
ceive six issues of the California 
Chess Journal. (Membership form 
on page 7, or players may join 
chess by adding $13 to their 
‘hampionship entry (pages 





| Offer for New Players 
alChess Scholastics 


CF membership is required 
ie CalChess Scholastic Cham- 
ships, but a special offer is 
yaade to new players who 
ver participated in a USCF- 
ent. Those new players 
icipate in the CalChess 
ics by paying just a $1 fee 
of the minimum $13 fee 

y charged for an annual 


Chess Fx: Scholastic News in Brief 


Chillakanti Brothers Take Top 
Prizes at All-America Cup 


Mukund Chillakanti won the 
top award at the 9th Annual All 
America Cup National Scholastic 
Chess Championship, held Noy. 
23-24 in Scottsdale, Arizona, with 
an 8-1 score. Brother Kartik tied 
for second place with four others 
at 7-2. 

The twins’ finish is the best 
sibling finish since 1986 when 
Alex and Angela Chang of West 
Virginia finished first and second 
at the National Elementary. 


CEA National Single Grade 
Championship to be Held at 
Tennyson HS in Hayward 


For the first time, the Chess 
Education Association National 
Single Grade Championship will 
be held in the Bay Area on Feb. 15 
and 16 at Tennyson High School 
in Hayward. 

Players and teams will only 
play in their own grade. USCF 
membership is not required, 
although games between USCF 
members will be USCF rated. CEA 
membership is required — it is 
free and can be obtained at 
www.chesslogic.com. 


USCF Eliminates SchoolMate: 


Magazine, Raises Dues 


The U.S. Chess Federation 
continues to suffer financial woe: 
its loss through the first six 
months of 2002 exceeded 
$140,000. 

To offset this loss, the USCF 
raised dues, and eliminated its 
scholastic magazine SchoolMates. 

The new dues structure is 
effective January 1, 2003: 

Adults $49 (an increase of $9), 
juniors $25 (up $5), scholastic 
members $19 (up $6, includes six 
issues of Chess Life) or $13 (no 
magazine). 
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2003 CEA National Single Grade Chess Championships 


February 15 -16, 2003 Hayward, California Tennyson High School 27035 Whitman St. Hayward In the Auditorium 


Take 880.Fwy to Tennyson Ave and Turn East Away from the Bay. Turn Left on Whitman for _ mile. 

INFORMATION: Website: www.ChessLogic.com Email: ascachess@aol.com Fax: (760) 377-4375 
CEA toll-free at (888) 331-4442 

Richard Peterson, CEA Executive Director- Free CEA Membership at www.chesslogic.com 


Thirteen Grade Sections (K-12) 

Time Control: Game in 75 Format: 7 Round Swiss System 

Individual Trophies \™ to 10 Place in each grade 

Team Trophies Schoo! Teams—1™ to 5 Place, Club Teams—1* and 2"° Place 
School and Club Teams consist of top Three scorers and must include at least Two members. 


Round Times 
Main Tournament 


Blitz Tournament 


Registration & 

Entry Fees 

(Main Tournament) 
All participants must be 
members of CEA 


Registration & 

Entry Fees 

(Blitz Tournament) 

All participants must be 
members of CEA - No 
Annual Fee. 


Opening Ceremony February 15, 8:30am 
2/15/03 —Rd 1 9am, Rd 2 12pm, Rd 3 3pm, Rd 4 6pm, 2/16/03 Rd 5 9am, Rd 6 12pm, Rd 7 3pm. 
Awards Following Approx. 6pm 


2/14/03 - 6:30pm 


$30/participant - postmarked by 2/7/03 

$45/participant - postmarked after 2/7/03 

On-site registration ($40/participant) on 2/14/02 from 4:30pm to 
8:00pm; and 2/15/03 from 7:30am to 8:30am. 

Players registered on-site must take 1/2 point bye for 1* round 


Register online at www.ChessLogic.com 
$10/participant - postmarked by 2/7/03 
$20/participant - postmarked after 2/7/03 


On-site registration ($20/participant) on 2/14/03 from 4:30pm to 
6:00pm. No entries after 6:00pm. Blitz Rounds commence at 


6:30pm. 
een eee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee See eS 
Entry Form for 2003 CEA National Single Grade Chess Championship 


Last Name First Name E-mail Address 





State 





Address City Zip Code 
Grade Date of Birth Age Phone Number 





School Name City & State of School Club Name City & State of Club 





**CEA ID # (Required) USCE ID (Not required) Games between USCF members 
will be rated. 


**CEA Membership is required in order to play in CEA Tournaments. Free membership at www.ChessLogic.com. 


CEA or USCF Rating 


MAIN TOURNAMENT: (Please circle correct section) 

Kindergarten Grade | Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 
1/2 point byes available any round. Please circle where byes are needed. 

Saturday: Rd 1 9am, Rd 2 12pm, Rd 3 3pm, Rd 4 6pm, Sunday: Rd 5 9am, Rd 6 12pm, Rd 7 3pm. 

SPECIAL EVENT— BLITZ TOURNAMENT: (Please circle correct section) K - 6 
Please make all checks payable to the Chess Education Association (CEA) and send to: 
CEA National Single Grade Chess Championships 

Attention: Richard Peterson, 1608 Saguaro Street, Ridgecrest, California 93555. 








MPJCDS Swiss Attracts 190 


MPJCDS Sectional Swiss 
November 3, 2002 


High School 
Eric Tsai 
Junior High 
Kyle Hui 
Allen Tu 
Tommy Liu 
Vincent Sheu 
Justin Wang 
Lucien Kahn 
Grades 4-6 
Tejas Mulye 
Arun Gomatam 
Ryan Tu 
Kenneth Law 
Ankita Roy 
Sharon Hao 


Amy Wann 
Aaron Lin 


Davis Xu 
Adrien Darnaud 
Grades 2-3 
Daryl Neubieser 
Hugo Kitano 
Kartik Chillakanti 
Alex Golding 
Canaan Linder 
Albert Yue Jung Wu 
Aditya Aiyer 
Kindergarten- 1st Grade 
11-5 Steven Hao 4 
Griffin Sloves 
Vignesh Palaniappan 
Kevin Zhu 
Aditya Srinivasan 
Bobby Veres 





Nearly 200 kids showed up at 
Blackford High School in San Jose 
for the Mid-Peninsula Jewish 
Country Day School Sectional 
Swiss on November 3. 

In a departure from the single- 
day quadrangular structure, Dr. 
Alan Kirshner and Hans 
Poschmann conducted 190 play- 
ers in a five-round, five section 
Swiss, with the expected Swiss 
System surprises—for instance, in 
the Grade 4-6 section, unrated 
Aaron Lin, 49th in his section, tied 
for fourth place, and 23rd-ranked 
Lauren Espeseth upset state K-3 


champion and top seed Ankita 
Roy and 6th-ranked Brian Chao. 
Daryl Neubieser swept 


through the 2-3 grade section with 


a 5-0 score. 


White: Daryl Neubieser (1010) 
Black: Linda Li (948) 
Scotch Game 


1. e4 e5 2. d4 Nc6 3. NfF3 


3. de5 Ne5 4. f4 gives White 
some advantage. 


3...Nf6 
3...ed4. 
4.de5 Ne4 5. Bd3 


5. Bc4 adds the element of 
disguise to the threat 6. Qd5. 


5...Nc5 6. 0-0 Nd3 7. cd3 


The developing move 7. Qd3 


feels more natural. 
7...B¢c5 


Enabling White to strengthen 
his grip on the center with a gain 
of time. 7...Be7, 8...0-0, and 9...d6 
will hold White’s edge to a mini- 
mum. 


8. d4 Be7 9. Nc3 


White is winning after 9. d5 
and 10. d6. 


9...0-0 

It might be too late for Black 
to fight back in the center: 9...d5 
10. ed6 Qd6 11. Nb5 plus 12. Bf4. 
10. d5 Nb4 11. a3 

Again White might camouflage 
his intent with the developing 
move 11. Qa4 with 12. d6 in store. 
11...Na6 12. Ne4 d6 13. ed6 cd6é 
14. Bg5 

Black’s stuffed position might 
be relieved by a bishop trade, 
while 14. Bf4 could worsen Black’s 
discomfort. 
14...Bd7 

14...Bg4 is a stronger re- 
minder that Black is still in the 
game. 


15. Qd3 Rc8 








Kevin Batangan took this picture of his sty 
dent Daryl Neubieser. 





15...Nc5 16. Nc5 dc5 would 
remove a white attacker, take the 
black knight off the edge, and fix 
Black’s pawn defect. 


16. Be7 Qe7 17. Neg5 g6 





18. Rfel Nc5 


Now if 19. Re7 Nd3 20. Rd7, 
White has made more captures 
than Black. 


19. Qd4 Nb3 


19...Q0d8 saves Black from 20. 
Re7 Nd4 21. Rd7, though White 


Continued on page 30 
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Lasker’s Advice Comes Alive at 
CalChess Scholastic Quads 


Fifty-nine quadrangular sections were in play at 
the CalChess Scholastic Quads held Oct. 13 in San 
Leandro. 

For tournament director Henry Vinerts, 
Emmanuel Lasker’s quote “When you see a good 
move, don’t make it immediately—look for a better 
one” struck a chord during a game he played with 
one of the students, shortly after translating some of 
Kurt Richter’s Kombinationen from the German. 

A sample from Kombinationen (Beyer Verlag, 
Hollfeld, 8th edition, 2002, diagram 186, page 84) is 
a position from Marshall-Capablanca, St. Petersburg 
1914: 











Hans Poschmann n (left) was one of the United States’ hig est Finish- 
ers in last year’s FIDE senior championship. Henry Vinerts aims to 


ie oon net be the oldest ever to achieve the USCF master title. 
te ae - 


Photo by Shorman 


CalChess ScholasticQuads 27 N. Subramanian 
October 13, 2002 28 Geoffrey Chen 2S 























1. Igor Garbouz 25 29 Alex Goldin Ze 
iy at oa 2 Kevin Hwa 2 30 Nikhil en 2 
a Robert Connick Nathan Ho 
3 Greg Bodwin 31 Teddy Hanson 2 
4 Luiz Uribe 2 Suraj Kedarisetty 
Edward Wu 32 Jonathan Chiou 23 
5 Arun Gomatam Do 33 Sloan Damon 2 
7 Justin Wang 3 34 lan Proulx 3 
8 Vivian Lo Z 35 Tyler Fair Zo 
Tatsuro Yamamura 36 Kunal Puri 3 
White was not inclined toward taking the knight 9 Larry Zhong 2 = ae 2 : 
on c4, since after 1. Qc4 c6 2. Nb6 Kc7 3. Qc5 Qg3!, MingeahOnau Soa eae : 
Mark Kokish 39 Erika Ho 2 
he has not achieved anything, so he searched for a t itiacaslae Leb 25 Julian Quick 
better move. 11 Darwin Fu 3 AO Ankur Kumar 25 
A look at the position makes one notice that the To Le Philben Al. Nasha lakshmanan.3 
Be6 is no longer the master of its own wishes. For 13 Ahir Bala 2 42 Matt Nass 3 
example, it may not go to f5 (1...Bf5 2. Qe8 Qd8 3. Tejas Mulye 43 Arjun Aletty 3 
Ne7 +-), nor to d5 (1...Bd5 2. Oe8 Qd8 3. Bg4 +-). 14 Vincent Banh 3 44 Gaurav Gaitonde 3 
Hence the move... 15 Clayton Chan 25 45 Allan Ko 3 
1. BgA! 16 Peter Chien 2.5 46 Max Elisman 2.3 
; : 17 Adam Prewett 2 A7 David Wu 3 
Completely nailing down the enemy bishop. 1...f5 Saveen Sahni A8 Aaron Lin 3 
2. BF5!, 1...0d5 2. Be6, 1...Bg4 2. Qe8 Qd8 3. Ne7, and Archit Sheth-Shah A9 Vincent Tan 3 
if 1...0¢3, the situation is perhaps even worse 18 Aaditya Sekar 2 50 Michael Vu 2.5 
(Capablanca played 1...Qg3 and went on to win.— Anirudh Subbarao Derek Zhou 
Fd.). 21 Ayush Kumar 2 51 Alvin Lee 3 
A second example of searching for the better Figrothy Hae - irks z 
move, said Vinerts, happened at the CalChess Scho- | 5, aicee Tecintg Hive yo : 
lastic Quads in his offhand game with Mihir Pendse eee ‘ ee 
1 Ryan McGee 54 Michael Xu 3 
(whose opponent had fled the scene): 23'Rebecea Wong 25 5h Andrew ti 3 
Continued on page 30 Vir Choksi 56 Eric Campbell 220 
24 Brandon Chen 3 57 Sandip Srinivas 3 
25 Alison Wu ae 58 V. Palaniappan 3 
26 Surag Sheth 3 59 Nicholas Yuk 3 
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Cowan Fundamental Hosts and Lead: 
Sacramento Scholastic Team Event 





By John P. McCumiskey 

Cowan Fundamental School 
hosted—and won three team 
awards in the primary school 
divisions in—the 2002 Sacramento 
Scholastic Team Tournament on 
October 19. This Swiss System 
team event was styled after the US 
Amateur and Olympiad team 
tournaments. Eighteen teams 
participated in the event. 

During the spring of 2002, the 
Sacramento Chess Club conducted 
a limited size test team tourna- 
ment to determine the viability of 
the event. With its success, the 
event was opened up to all grade 
levels in six sections. While the 
event was successful, some fur- 
ther refining will be done before 
the next Sacramento Scholastic 
Team Tournament in October 
2003. 

My thanks go to Cowan Funda- 
mental School Chess Coordinator 
Andy Parnas for his efforts in 
obtaining the site, tournament 
director Bob Baker, and “Trophy 
Mom” Claire Stetson for their 
work at the tournament. 

For complete standings, or to 
find future events at the Sacra- 
mento Chess Club, go to 
www.lanset.com/jmclmc/ 
default.htm and check out the 
Weekend Events Info page. 





Sacramento Scholastic Team Tournament 
October 19, 2002 
Grades K-3 U600 (team average) 
Ist Place: Cowan Fundamental School #4 
Remy Lehrfeld, lan Foley, Riley Vest, Luke Severance 
2nd Place: St. Albans Day School #1 
Robert Amato, Thor Kamphefner, Nicholas Huey, Christopher Rotas 
Ist Place Board 1: Remy Lehrfeld, Cowan Fundamental School #4 
Ist Place Board 2: Thor Kamphefner, St. Albans Day School #1 
Ist Place Board 3: Nicholas Huey, St. Albans Day School #1 
Ist Place Board 4: Christopher Rotas, St. Albans Day School #1 
Grades K-3 Open 
Ist Place: Sacramento Chess School #1 
Anna DePello, Dawson Hall, Jordan Ford, Jennifer Ford 
2nd Place: Cowan Fundamental School #5 
Matt Peck, Samuel Zapata, Heather Daniels. Nicholas Tolbert 
Ist Place Board 1: Anna DePello, Sacramento Chess School #1 
1st Place Board 2: Dawson Hall, Sacramento Chess School #1 
1st Place Board 3: Jordan Ford, Sacramento Chess School #1 
Ist Place Board 4: Jennifer Ford, Sacramento Chess School #1 
Grades 4-6 U750 (team average) 
Ist Place: Biggs Elementary #1 
Scott Peck, Kyle Bissell, Noel Gomez, Arthur Lindberg 
2nd Place: Cowan Fundamental School #3 
3rd Place: Cowan Fundamental School #2 
Ist Place Board 1: Scott Peck, Biggs Elementary #1 
Ist Place Board 2: Kyle Bissell, Biggs Elementary #1 
1st Place Board 3: Jacob Tolbert, Cowan Fundamental School #2 
Ist Place Board 4: Arthur Lindbert, Biggs Elementary #1 
Grades 4-6 Open 
Ist Place: Sacramento Chess School #2 
2nd Place: Valley Oak-North Davis Elementary 
3rd Place: Saratoga Kings 
Ist Place Board 1: Jacob Hall, Sacramento Chess School #2 
Ist Place Board 2: Geoff Huang, Sacramento Chess School #2 
Ist Place Board 3: Trevor Lowenthal, Oak Valley-North Davis Elementary 
Ist Place Board 4: Jeremy Lowenthal, Oak Valley-North Davis Elementary 
Grades 7-8 
Ist Place: Biggs Middle School 
2nd Place: Arcade Middle School 
3rd Place: Your Move 
Ist Place Board 1: Daniel Schwarz, Arden Middle School Team A 
Ist Place Board 2: Johnny Terry, Biggs Middle School 
Ist Place Board 3: Andrew Gomez, Biggs Middle School 
Ist Place Board 4: Byron Brown, Arcade Middle School 
Grades 9-12 
Ist Place: Biggs High School 
Ist Place Board 1: Miles Mabrey, Biggs High School 
Ist Place Board 2: Chris Saeturn, Biggs High School 
Ist Place Board 3: Emmanuel Garcia, Biggs High School 
Ist Place Board 4: Samantha Steadman, Biggs High School 
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Krawfish’s Problem Korner 


By Kevin Begley 

In the July 2002 issue, I intro- 
duced a popular fairy condition 
called PWC (or “platzwechsel 
circe”) in which a captured unit 
(except kings) is “reborn” onto the 
square previously occupied by its 
captor (rather than annihilated, as 
they are in standard chess). There 
are many forms of circe, where 
captured pieces are displaced (but 
not necessarily annihilated) in a 
variety of interesting ways. 

When solving problems in any 
form of circe, it is often important 
to note that castling is possible 
with rooks which are reborn (but 
not moved) onto a home-square. 
Also, it is important to note that 
pawns which are reborn onto the 
last rank are promoted by the 
player who causes the rebirth. The 
rules forpawns reborn onto the 
first rank can vary. In PWC, a 
pawn on the first rank is utterly 
powerless (cannot move, cannot 
capture, cannot give check). 

Let's have a look how some of 
this works in PWC. 

The following problem com- 
peted in Chess Composition 
Microweb's 9th Thematic Tourney, 
and was recently awarded 5th 
Commendation (http:// 
members.tripod.com/ 
~JurajLorinc/chess/ann9tt.htm: 





PWC 

series-help-castle in 21 (Black 
makes a series of 21 legal moves, 
helping White to castle in 1 move. 
checking white king would end 
Black's series.) 


Black will require a series of 
captures, to deflect hl to the 8th 
rank (where it can promote to 
rook), and then a series to deflect 
it to a home square (al or hl), to 
allow White to castle. The only 
way this can be done in 21 moves: 
1. Kd3 2.Nh1(f2) 3. Ng3 4. Ne4 
5. Nf2(e4) 6. Ng4 7. Nf6 8. 
Ne4(f6) 9. Nd6é 10. Ne8 11. 
Nf6(Re8) 12. Ne8&(Rf6) 13. Nd6é 
14. Ne4 15. Nf6(Re4) 16. Ng4 
17. Nf2 18. Ne4(Rf2) 19. Ng3 
20. Nh1 21. Nf2(Rh1) and 0-0 

Hopefully, this all clarifies the 
rules enough that some solvers 
might try finding both solutions 
to the following original: 


a 


“a 


Z 





ee ae 


In memoriam — 1-2001 
PWC 
Helpmate in 3.5 (White moves 
first, both sides take turns, and 
black helps to get his own king 
mated on White's 4th move)— 2 
solutions 


Solution from July issue: 
1.d5 ---GC6 


White threatens ...Ga8 mate, 


but Black has no waiting move. So, 


both sides work together (using 
the exchange condition) to return 


to the diagram, with loss of tempi. 


2.bxc6[+wGb7]...Gxd5 [+wPb7] 


3.cxd4 [+wGc6] 


Back to the position before 
Black’s second, but now White is 
on the move: 


3...<Ga8 mate 


Letters to the Editor 


Dear Editor: 

The California Chess Journal 
looks great. I know that you puta 
lot of time into it, and it shows! 

I like your tactics page feature. 
There can hardly be enough 
emphasis on that aspect of our 
game. Your solution to #2 (Sep- 
tember 2002, page 7) was inaccu- 
rate, however. 
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White does better to play 1 
Bf7 Kf7 2. Ne5 than 1. Ne5 Be6. 


Larry Snyder 


Thanks to Larry, and to the 
several other readers who spotted 
that mistake.—Ed. 


Dear Editor: 

Thank you for putting to- 
gether such a wonderful Califor- 
nia Chess Journal for September! 
My son, Aaron Wilkowski, really 
enjoyed seeing a position from 
one of his games included in 
“Tactically Mean at Jessie Jeans”. 
And thank you too for mentioning 
“chess parents” in the brief note 
about Kathy MacLennan and her 
“Proud Chess Mom” business. 
Chess parents work hard and 
deserve more recognition then 
they get! 


Jillian Wilkowski 


The amazing thing to me is 
how you parents give up your own 
sunny weekends to spend them 
hanging out with a bunch of 
screaming chess kids and other 
parents who think their kid is the 
gr... uh, never mind.—Ed. 
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The Instructive Capablanca 


Practical Use of the Opposition 


By Frisco Del Rosario 

At the game of golf, you can 
hit a 300-yard drive to within 10 
feet of the pin, but if you then 
three- or four-putt the green, it’s 
just a bad hole. Your baseball 
team might have the best staff of 
starting pitchers, but if your 
bullpen leaks, you'll lose lots of 
games in the 9th inning. You are 
only as good as the way you play 
the end of a game. 

Some excellent chessplayers 
and coaches often recommend 
that the improving player learn to 
play openings, but any strength 
the student gains for the early 
part of the game does not hold up 
for the entire contest. Players who 
know how to make checkmates 
and play endings can always steer 
for checkmates or endgames— 
players who know how to play 
openings cannot put pieces back 
into play, and move backward to 
the opening. 

The first endgame to learn is 
the simplest of all, with just two 
kings-on the board (it’s easier to 
learn to drive with no other cars 
on the road): 





When the two kings are in 
direct opposition, neither king 
may move forward, but whichever 
king has the move must move and 
make way for the other king. The 
player without the move “has the 
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opposition” and holds some 
advantage. 

With just the two kings on the 
board, we cannot play much of a 
game of chess, but we can play a 
different game: 


VQ 
ae 
a en 


ona 
ae 





The object of the game is for 
White to play and move his king to 
the eighth rank, while Black tries 
to prevent that. 

1. Ke2 

The only move. Every other 
move enables Black to hold the 
eighth rank (the student should 
work this out). 
1...Ke7 2. Ke3 Ke6é 3. Ke4 


White has the opposition, and 
Black must give ground. 


3...Ke7 
If 3...Kd6, then 4. Kf5 and 


- White reaches the back rank. If 


3...Kf6, 4. Kd5 and White wins. 
4. Ke5 Ke8 5. Ke6 


Black cannot back up further, 
and has to move aside. 


5...Kd8 


When Black steps toward one 
wing, White moves to the other. 


6. Kf7 Kd7 7. Kg8 
White wins. 


www.calchess.org 
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No matter when Black moves 
to the side, White must rush to 
the other side (“outflanking”) and 
keep going in that direction: 


1. Ke2 Kf8 2. Kd3 Ke8 3. Kc4 
Kd8 4. Kb5 Kc8 5. Ka6é 


Has White run out of board 
room? 


5...Kb8 
Otherwise 6. Ka7. 
6. Kb6 
White regains the opposition. 
6...Ka8 7. Kc7 Ka7 8. Kd8 
White wins. 





2 // 
ae 
ean 
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How can White reach the 
eighth rank? 


1. Ka2 
The only move. 
1...Kb8 


hi 
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Now what? White does not 
have room to outflank to the left, 
and if he goes forward with 2. 
Ka3 or 2. Kb3, Black draws (work 
this out). 

2. Kb2 

Maintaining the “distant 

opposition.” 


2...Kb7 

If the black king moves to the 
a-file, 3. Kc3 wins. If the black 
king moves to the c-file, 3. Kas. 


3. Kb3 Kb6 4. Kb4 


White wins. 

Why is this important? Under- 
standing this “king game” is 
essential to playing chess with 
another unit added to the board: 
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Advancing the pawn too 
quickly only draws. White wins by 
taking the opposition, and keep- 
ing it: 

1. Kg4 

1.b4 Kf5 2. b5 Ke5 3. b6 Kd6 
4.07 Kc7= 
1...Kf6 2. Kf4 Keé 3. Ke4 Kdé 4. 
Kd4 Kc6 5. Kc4 Kb6 6. Kb4 

Sometimes the only way to 
ensure a pawn’s progress is to get 
in front of it! 
6...Ka6é 7. Kc5 Kb7 8. Kb5 

8. b4?? and Black takes the 
opposition: 8... Kc7 9. b5 (9. Kb5 
Kb7) Kb7 10. b6 Kb8 11. Kc6 Kc8 
draws. 
8...Kc7 9. Kaé Kb8 10. Kb6 Kc8 
11.b4 Kb8 12. b5 Ka8 13. Kc7 


White wins. 
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In endgames with pawns on 
both sides, the player who ends up 
with the opposition often got to 
make a “tempo move,” or the last 
safe pawn move. 


Simultaneous exhibition, Philadel- 
phia 1924 

White: J.R. Capablanca 

Black: Walter P. Shipley 
MacCutcheon French 


1. e4 e6 2. d4.d5 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. 
Bg5 Bb4 


The MacCutcheon variation is 
never as fashionable as the 
Winawer (3...Bb4) or the Classical 
(3...Nf6 4. Bg5 Be7) Frenches, even 
though Black is better developed 
than in the Winawer and more 
ageressively-placed than in the 
Classical. 
5.ed5 

After the complex 5. e5 h6 6. 
Bd2 Bc3 7. bc3 Ne4, 8. Og4 might 


show that Black’s kingside is weak. 


See Remember the MacCutcheon 
by local master Jim Eade. 


5...Qd5 6. Bf6 Bc3 


If Black tries to preserve his 
bishop pair by 6...gf6, then 7. Ne2 
saves White’s structure in turn, to 
be followed by a3. 


7. bc3 gf6 8. Qd2 


One of Capablanca’s opening 
innovations, first played against 
Alekhine at the New York interna- 
tional tournament in 1924, 
point is not so obviou 
completely neglected 
development to ma 
queen move, and th 
ening move she can 
9. OF4. 


8...c5 9. Nf3 Nc6 10. Qe3 


Maybe White’s threat of dc 
stronger than its execution. 
earlier game against Shiple 
Capablanca made the othe 
10. Of4, and a draw even 
resulted after 10...Ke7 J 
12. Qd6 Kd6. 


10...cd4 
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Must Black mend White's 
doubled pawns? If 10...b6, sup- 
porting c5 and aiming to put the 
bishop on an open diagonal, then 
neither side has a healthy pawn 
majority after 11. dc5 Qc5 12. Qc5 
bc5. The alternative 11. c4 pre- 
vents White’s bishop from moving 
out to hit the weakened white 
squares in Black’s queenside. 


11. cd4 Bd7 12. Bd3 





12...Qa5 


Black thought he spotted an 
error, because White now cannot 
interpose by 13. c3, but White has 
judged king on e2 plus bishop on 
d3 to be more active (better 
bishop placement) and at least as 
secure as king on g1 plus bishop 
on e2, because Black would then 
have prospects along the g-file. 


13. Ke2 








Using the “Tempo Move?” to Hold 
the Opposition in a Pawn Ending 


would control the center, and ...f5 
and ...e4 are looming. Then if 16. 
Rb5, 16...Qc7 17. Ne5 Ne5 18. Re5 
Rhe&8 gives Black a dangerous 
initiative. 
16. Ne5 Qe5 

Again 16...fe5 is better, but 
perhaps Capablanca’s friend was 
angling for the “courtesy draw”. 
For instance, 16...fe5 17. Be4 Bb5, 
and White is embarrassed fora 
move. 
17. Qe5 fe5 

Now it is an entirely different 
picture! White’s king and bishop 
are better placed then their black 
counterparts, and the bl-rook is 
superior to the d8-rook. For 
starters, the bl-rook can coordi- 
nate immediately to make a 
threat. 


18. Be4 Bc6 


White’s unused queenside 
force comes in strongly after 
18...b6 19. a4 followed by a5. 
19. Bc6 bc6 

Suddenly there is an open 
road leading to the seventh rank. 


20. Rb3 





20...Kc7 


Black is too far behind in the 
mobilization of his rooks: 
20...Rd5 21. Rabl Rhd8 22. Rb8& 


Kd7 23. R1b7 Ke6 24. Rd8 Rd8 25. 
Ra7 wins a pawn and maintains 
the better rook. 
21. Rabl1 Rb8 22. Rb8 Rb8 23. 
Rb8 Kb8 
In the pure pawn ending, 
White has a more active king plus 
sounder pawn structure. 
24. Kd3 Kc7 25. Ke4 Kd6 26. g4 
Restraining two black pawns. 
If White started a race by 26. Kf5 
Kd5 27. Kf6 Kd4 28. Kg7 Kc3 29. 
Kh7 Kc2, both sides queen. 
26...Ke6 


Perret. 4 
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Black’s pawns on c6 and h7 
are more vulnerable to attack than 
the other pawns on the board. If 
White could sneak the king in to 
d5 or f5, his initiative will grow to 
a winning proportion. If White 
needs more room to operate, he 
can gain more space on the 
kingside with an advance to f4. 
Then if Black captures, the back- 
ward pawn on f7 opens up as a 
target. If Black plays ...f6 in 
support, then pawns are ex- 
changed on e5, and White’s poten- 
tial passed pawn on the outside— 
the g-pawn—will stretch Black 
until his position snaps. 


27. h4 


Gaining as much space and 
board influence as possible befor 
launching the attack. 

27...6 

White eventually has to give 
way to White’s opposition on (h} 
28. 25 (Black’s f-pawn becomes a 
strength after 28. gh5 f5) f5 29, 
ef6 Kf6 30. f4 ef4 31. Kf4. 


28. f4 

Threatening g5, which will 
result in a passed g-pawn, or the 
breaking down of Black’s pawn 
chain. 
28...ef4 

28...h6 29. fe5 fe5 30. g5 and 
White wins. 
29. Kf4 hé 


Exhausting Black’s pawn 
moves on the kingside. 


30. ¢3 


Leaving White with the last 
pawn move on the queenside. 


30...a6 31. a3 a5 32. a4 c5 33. 
c4 Ke7 34. Kf5 Resigns 


Black loses the opposition 
after White’s tempo move h5: 34.. 
Kf7 35. h5 and White outflanks 
with his next move. 


San Mateo 1992 

White: Richard McCullough 
Black: Ivan Reyes 

King’s Indian Defense 

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 d6 3. c4 g6 4. 
Nc3 Bg7 5. e4 0-0 6. Bg5 


Usually 6. Be2 e5 comes befor 
7. Bg5. 
6...Re8 

Rarely a good idea, for after 
...e5, then White will play d5 and 
the rook bites granite. Neither 
should Black worry about Qd2 
plus Bh6 to “pin” the bishop 
against the rook, because if White 
wants to invest four moves in Qd 
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plus Bg5-h6xg/, Black oughtn't 
mind. 
7,Qd2 Nbd7 8. h3 
A pointless move. 
g,..e5 9. de5 
9. d5 is indicated. 
9,..Ne5 10. Ne5 ReS 11. f3 
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10...Qf8 
Black has set a trap: 12. 0-0-0 
Rg5 13. Qg5 Bho. 


12. Bd3 Bd7 13. Bf6 


[ll-advised, given all the unat- 
tended black squares on his side 
of the board, and especially 
considering that the planned 
followup 14. Nd5 has no punch. 


13...Bf6 14. Nd5 Bh4 15. Kdl c6 


Now if 16. Nc7, 16...Rc8 traps 
the knight. 
16. Nc3 Rae8 17. Kc2 f5 18. g4 


Black surely will not err on the 
side of 18...fg4, so 18. Rad1 is 
preferable, continuing to castle by 
hand. 


18...fe4 19. fe4 


It seems a terrible thing to 
block one’s bishop with an iso- 
lated pawn that is also blocked, 
but 19. Ne4 leaves a weak pawn 
on f3 (another drawback to 18. 
g4), and the pawn on e4 helps 
restrain ...d5 while space is the 
only advantage White has in this 
position. 


19...QF2 
19...55 would have chipped at 


White’s center and opened a file 
leading to the white king. 


20. Qf2 Bf2 21. Rhfl Rf8 22. 
Ndl Bd4 23. Nc3 Re7 24. Rf8 
Kf8 25. Rf1 Rf7 26. RfF7 Kf7 

The game favors Black, who 
holds the better light-squared 
bishop, the only dark-squared 
bishop, sounder pawn structure, 
and a more mobile king. 
27. Ne2 Be5 

The right move, restricting the 
knight as much as possible, and 
continuing to block the pawn that 
hems in the white bishop. 
28. Ngl1 h5 29. Be2 hg4 30. Bg4 

As bad as White’s bishop was, 
Black’s advantage is extended by 
its trade. 


30...Bg4 31. hg4 Ke6 32. Nf3 
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32...d5 


A practical decision, trading 
two positional tr'umps—better 
minor piece and sounder pawn 
structure—for one: a more act 
king in a pawn ending. 

Black’s choice was proba 
based on the fact that White 
shaky little fence of pawns | 
knight on f3 lock out the blac 
king. Others would play 32...Bf6, 
and aim for ...d5 later to make 
way for the king, but the easiest 
endings to win are pure pawn 
endings. 


Join the Cal 


For the fastest chess ne 
e-mail list at http://groups.’ 


33. ed5 cd5 34. Ne5 Ke5 35. cd5 
Kd5 36. Kd3 
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For the moment White has the 
opposition, but Black has a tempo 
move on the kingside that White 
does not—that is, if White plays 
25, the pawn becomes a sitting 
duck, while Black is safe in play- 
Ing, 85. 
36...b5 37. b4 


White might play b3 to keep 
the black king from invading on 
c4: 37. a3 (White runs out of 
moves sooner on 37. b3 b4 38. 
Ke3 Ke5 39. Kf3 g5 40. Ke3 a5) a5 
38. b3 g5 39. Ke3 Ke5, and then 
Black infiltrates on f4 or d4 and 
c3. 


37...a6 38. a3 g5 39. Ke3 Ke5 
A most important move! If 

Black rushes in, White can 

squeeze by on the kingside: 
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This Issue’s Obligatory Wing Gambit 


Bronstein Against the 





s chess computers get 
stronger, their human 
teams seek better 
opposition, so it be- 
comes more and more lucrative 
for grandmasters to play a few 
rapid games with the ‘puters. 
Braingames world champion 
Kramnik played Deep Fritz toa 
four-game tie last year, U.S. cham- 
pion Larry Christiansen lost a 
match to ChessMaster 9000, and 
this January, grandmaster Garry 
Kasparov will take his chances 
with world computer champion 
Deep Junior—the first time since 
Karpov that Kasparov will play a 
match against an opponent with a 
title bigger than his own. 

Even before the mid-’70s, 
when international master David 
Levy earned 15 minutes of fame 
for his $10,000 bet that no com- 
puter would beat him in 10 years 
(he lost), grandmaster David 
Bronstein was fascinated by chess 
computers. Bronstein, who earned 
at least half of the world champi- 
onship title in 1951, played chess 
against the giant mainframe EVM 
M-20 40 years ago, and played in 
the earliest AEGON human/ 
computer.Swisses in the mid-'9Qs. 


In 1970, 4e wrote: 





is one of the most marvelous —©/ 
wonders of our 20th century!” and 
in 1978, he mused about the 
possiblity of an electronic grand- 
master. Bronstein, in fact, dared 
not make a prediction, but world 
champions: Botvinnik said, yes, 
there willbe,’ Smyslov said “no, 
and Tal said “| hope not.” 


USSR: 1963 

White: David Bronstein 
Black: EVM M-20 
King’s Gambit 

1. e4 e5 2. f4 
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, , ‘a machine _ 
which can play chess with people - 


Bronstein is more passionate 
about chess as an artform than 
any other player that reached his 
level. He wrote about his pet 
King’s Gambit: “Any talented 
player must in his soul be an 
artist, and what could be dearer to 
his heart than the victory of the 
subtle forces of reason over crude 
material strength! Probably every- 
one has his own reason for liking 
the King’s Gambit, but my love for 
it an be seen in precisely those 
terms.” 


2...ef4 3. Nf3 Nf6 4. e5 Ng4 


4...Nh5 holds the pawn that 
keeps the f-file blocked. 


5.d4g5 6. Nc3 Ne3 7. Qe2 Nfl 
8. Ne4 


A piece sacrifice, with a pow- 
erful center plus a safer king as 
compensation. The earliest chess 
computers were materialistic to a 
ereat fault, and the EVM M-20 
goes on to gobble material until it 
explodes. 
8...Ne3 9. Nf6 Ke7 10. Bd2 


White could draw here by 10. 
Be3 fe3 11. Nd5 Ke8 12. Nf6 Ke7 
13. Nd5, but where is the fun in 
that. 


-10...Nc2)1,1. Kf2 Nal 12. Nd5 
Keé | 


Black is a whole rook ahead, 
so 12... Ke8 13. Nf6 Ke7 14. Nd5 
with a draw coming by repetition 
would be disagreeable! The pio- 
neering chess computers weren't 
much for king safety, either. 

13. Qc4 





Submission Deadline 


We're back on schedule, and to 
help keep it that way, we're hop- 
ing for a potions to the 
March/April 2003 issue to be 
delivered to Hike o@appleisp.net 
by February 1. 
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13...b5 

Otherwise the discovered 
check 14. Nf6 followed by 15. Ngj 
led to a checkmate. 
14. Ng5 Qg5 15. Nc7 Ke7 


15...Kf5 16. Qd3 Kg4 17. Qh3 
mate. 


16. Nd5 Ke6é 


16...Ke8 (16...Kd8 17. Ba5) 17, 
QOc8 Od8 18. Nc7 Ke7 19. Bb4. 


17. Nf4 Ke7 18. Nd5 Ke8& 


18...Ke6 19. Nc7 Kf5 20. Qd3 
like before. 


19. Qc8 Qd8 20. Nc7 Ke7 21. 


Bb4 d6 22. Bd6 Qd6é 23. Qe8 
mate 


Palo Alto 1992 
White: David Bronstein 
Black: Deep Thought II 
Sicilian Wing Gambit 
1.e4 

According to the Bronstein 
biography The Sorcerer’s Appren: 
tice, Bronstein played this game 
while visiting the Hewlett-Packard 
laboratories. Deep Thought II 
played via modem from IBM. 
1...c5 2. b4 cb4 3. a3 d5 4. edd 
Qd5 5. Nf3 Bg4 


5...e5, according to Emms, bul 
this looks pretty good, forcing 4 
fracture of the white kingside 
pawns. 
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6. ab4 Qe4 7. Be2 

7. Qe2 doesn’t stop /7.. Bf3, 
and gives Black the additional 
choice of swiping the c2-pawn. 
7,..Bf3 8. gf3 Qb4 9. Na3 

Either 9. Na3 or 9. Nc3 is on 
the way to bs, but Na3 includes 
the possibility of Nc4 to limit the 
black queen’s options before 
playing Bas. 
9,..Qa5 10. Bb2 Nc6 11. c4 

Grabbing as much of the 
center as he can, and perhaps 
later the c4-pawn will help the d- 
pawn reach d5 to drive off a 
defender of a7. 
11...Qg5 12. Qb3 

Developing with a threat. 
12...0-0-0 13. d4 Qg2 

Black’s kingside is just watch- 
ing White’s activity grow following 
13...Nd4 14. Bd4 Rd4 15. Nb5 Qd2 
16.KEL. 
14, 0-0-0 Qf2 15. d5 Na5 

If 15...0e2, 16. Rd2 traps the 
queen. 
16. @b5 Qe3 17. Kb1 Qe2 18. 
Qa5 a6 19. Rhel 
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19...Qf2 


Like EVM-20 30 years before it, 


Deep Thought II counted its extra 
pawns and rejected 19...Qf3 
because of 20. Qc5 Kb8 21. Be5 
Ka8 22. Bd4, repeating. As always, 
the player with a great lead in 
time converts it into energy. 


20. <5 
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With 21. Be5 Rd7 22. Nb5 in 
mind, threatening 23. Na7 mate. 


20...Nf6 21. Be5 Nd5 22. Nc4 


Now the menace is 23. Qc7 
Nc7 24. Nb6 Kb8 25. Rd8 Ka7 26. 
Ra& mate. 
22...Qel 23. Rel 

White has only been delayed 
by one move. 24. Nb6 Nb6 25. Ob6 
Rd7 26. c6 leads to mate. 
23...f6 24. Nb6 Nb6 25. Qb6 
Resigns 

In view of 25...fe5 26. c6 bc6 
27. Qc6 Kb8 28. Ob6 Ka8g (28...Kc8 
29. Rcl Kd7 30. Qc6 mate) 29. 
Od8s. 


Palo Alto 1992 
White: Deep Thought II 
Black: David Bronstein 












California Chess Journal 


New books! 


Starting Out in the Caro-Kann, Starting Out in 
the Queen’s Gambit, Sicilian Kan, [est Your 
Endgame Thinking, Dutch Stonewall, 
Understanding the Sacrifice 


| \StGURD’S CHESS 


Sigurd Smith, 5680 Rustic Drive, Tallahassee FL 32303 
Toll free (866) 562-0354 * www.sigschess.com 


King’s Indian Defense, Four Pawns 
Attack 

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Nc3 Bg7 4. 
e4 dé 5. f4 0-0 6. Nf3 c5 7. d5 e6 
8. Be2 ed5 9. cd5 Re8 10. e5 de5 
11. fe5 Ng4 12. Bg5 Qb6 13. 0-0 
Ne5 14. Ne5 Re5 15. Qd2 Bf5 
16. Bc4 Nd7 17. Racl Rae8 18. 
Bf4 a6 19. Be5 Ne5 20. Rfel 
Qd8 21. Bfl Qh4 22. Ral Rd8 
23. h3 Ng4 24. hg4 Bd4 25. Re3 
Bg4 26. Qf2 Qf2 27. Kf2 Re8 28. 
Kg3 Re3 29. Kg4 f5 30. Kf4 Kf7 
31. dé Ke6 32. Rdl h6é 33. Bc4 
Kd6 34. Bf7 g5 35. Kf5 b5 36. 
Ne4 Ke7 37. Bd5 Re2 38. b4 Rg2 
39. bc5 Be3 40. Rel Bd4 41. 
Ng5 Kd7 42. c6 Kd6 43. Bg2 hg5 
44. Rdl Resigns 





¢ Books 
¢ Equipment 
e Software 
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Scholastic Quads in 
San Leandro 


Continued from page 21 
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Black has just moved ...Nf4 
and White slips with... 
1. Rg3 

Of course, there follows: 
1...Ne2 2. Kh! 

But now instead of 2...Ng3, 
Black remembers Lasker's advice 
and looks around for a better 
move. Aha! 
2...Rb1 3. h3 Rf1 4. Kh2 

The knight can capture the 


other rook, but there is a second 
chance to heed the old master! 


4...Rh1! 5. Kh1 Qb1 6. Resigns 
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Burlingame Goodwin Oper 


Continued from page 13 
tempts to trap the queen are 
insufficient: 

16. Bd2 Qel 17. Bel Rd3 gives 
Black too much material for the 
queen; 

16. Bfl (threatening 17. Bd2) 
runs into 16...a5! 17. Bd2 Rb4!; 


MPJCDS Swiss 


Continued from page 20 





could leave the fork on b3 as bait: 
20. b4 Nb3 21. Oh4 h5 22. Rabl 
Rc3 23. Ne4, winning material. 


20. Qdl 


Wins at least a piece, but 20. 
Qh4 makes a bigger threat, and is 
more consistent. 
20...Ba4 21. Re7 Nal 22. Qal 

22. Qa4 makes a larger cap- 
ture, and retains more mobility 
for the queen. 
22...h6 23. Ne4 Rcd8 24. b3 Bb3 
25. Nf6 Kg7 

25...Kh8 26. Nh5 f6 27. Qf6 
Rf6 28. Nf6 and Rh7 mate to 
follow. 


26. Nh5 Kg8 27. Qg7 mate 

















OPEN EXPERT CLASSA CLASSB 
ENTRY $40 $39 $38 $37 
4STPLACE $500 $300 $290 $280 
ONO PLACE $350 $150 $150 $140 
3R2 PLACE $200 $75 $75 $70 
1ST UNDER... ... 2300 $110 ..1400 $100 
2ND UNDER... ..1400 $50 
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16. Rdl is best, but Black can 
play 16...Rd3! 17. Rd3 Bd, re- 
maining two pawns ahead. 


12... Nb4? 


Aiming to sink a knight into 
d5. While positionally desirable, 
this move falls afoul of some 


tactics. 
13. ab4! 


Stronger than in the 12...Bb4 
line, because Black does not have 


the .. 


.Nd4 resource at his disposal 


and will have no effective way to 
extricate his queen. 


13... Qal 14. Qb3 Bb4?? 
Black should concede the 


incipient loss of the queen and 
continue his development, for 


after 14... 


(a5! 15. Bd2 ab4 16. Ral 


Ral 17. Nd1), it's still a hard fight, 
The text move tries to get the 
queen out, but is unsuccessful. 


15. Qb4 b6 


The intended 15...Nd5 runs 
into 16. Nd5 Rd5 17. Ba3!. The 


alternative 15.. 


after 16. Ob6. 


.ao does not help 


16. Ba3 Resigns 


30th Annual People’s Chess Tournament. — Feb. 15-1 7, 2003 


MLK Jr. Student Union, UC-Berkeley Campus. 
20 Grand Prix Points—$3,200 Gtd. in 5 sections. 


RESERVE 
$27 

$200 
$125 

$50 


Open, Expert, Class A & Class B: 6SS, 45/2, SD/1, Rds: 11-5:30, 10-4:30, 10-4:30 
Reserve: 5SS, 45/90, SD/30, Rds: 11-3-7, 10-3 
Registration: 9-10am on 2/15 or by mail by 2/8. 
Discount: $3 discount to CalChess Members, $5 discount to UC students. 

Misc: All ents. $5 more after 2/8. All players may play up one section for $5. 
Entries To: ASUC/SUPERB, 5 Eshleman Hall, #4500, Berkeley, CA 94720. 
TDs: Don Shennum and Brad Williams. 

Info: Don 510-524-5735, dshennum @ yahoo.com. 
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Places to Play Send changes and new information to frisco@appleisp.net. 


Alameda 

Fridays 8-11 p.m., Sun. after- 
noons 

Jayarama 

1333 Park Street 

Alameda 

(510) 523-2116 


Arcata 

Tuesdays 6:30-11 p.m. 
Arcata Community Center 
321 Community Park Way 
James Bauman 

(707) 822-7619 

Benicia 

Larry Whitlow 

(707) 642-4725 


Berkeley 

Fridays 7 p.m. 

Epworth United Methodist Church 
1953 Hopkins 

Alan Glasscoe 

(510) 652-5324 


Burlingame 

Thursdays 7 p.m. 

Burlingame Lions Club 

990 Burlingame Ave. 

Tom Dorsch 

(650) 322-0955 
www.burlingamechessclub.com 


Campbell 

Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Community Center 
Winchester at Campbell Ave. 
Fred Leffingwell 
fleffing@cisco.com 

(408) 732-5188, (408) 526- 
7090 work 


Carmichael 
Mondays 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 


4701 Gibbons 


Fairfield 
Wednesday nights 
Fair Fix Cafe 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:30-11 p.m. 
Borders Books and Music 
Hans Poschmann 
hspwood2@home.net 
(510) 656-8505 


Fresno 

Carl’s Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar at Dakota 
Fresno 


(559) 275-0905 


Hayward 

9 p.m.-1 a.m. 

Nation’s Hamburgers 
Jackson at Santa Clara 


Humboldt County 
Bob Phillips 
(707) 839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 8 p.m.-midnight 
Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Building 415, Yosemite Room 
Charles Pigg 

(510) 447-5067 


Merced 
Fridays 6:30 p.m. 
Merced Mall Food Court 


Modesto 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Doctors’ Hospital Cafeteria 
1441 Florida Ave. 

John Barnard 


(209) 785-7895 


Monterey 

Daily except Mondays 
430 Alvarado St. 

Ted Yudacufski 

(408) 646-8730 


Mount Shasta 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Dick Bolling 

(530) 926-3608 


Oakhurst 
Saturdays 4 p.m. 
Cafe Baja 

40029 Highway 41 
(559) 642-6333 


Palo Alto 

Thursdays 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
Avenidas Senior Center 
450 Bryant St. 

(650) 327-2811 


Palo Alto 

Cafe La Dolce Vita 
299 California Ave. 
(650) 323-0478 


Paradise 

Tuesdays 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 

(916) 873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Henderson at Indiana 
Hans Borm 


(559) 784-3820 


Reno, Nevada 
Sundays and Thursdays 6:30 


p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
(775) 827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 

(775) 747-1405 


Richmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th at MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
POB 69 
Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesdays 5:30-10 p.m. 
Hart Senior Center 

915 27th Street 

John McCumiskey 

(916) 557-7053 (days) (916) 
428-5532 (eves) 
Sacramento 

Fridays 6 p.m. 

Hart Senior Center 

915 27th Street 


John Barnard 
(209) 785-7895 


Salinas 

Weekend afternoons 
Carl’s Jr. 

1061 N. Davis Rd. 
Abe Mina 

(831) 758-4429 


San Anselmo 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza 

Red Hill Shopping Center 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd. 
Jim Mickle 

(415) 457-2719 


San Francisco 

Daily 

Mechanics Institute 

57 Post St., Fourth Floor 
John Donaldson 

(415) 421-2258 


San Francisco 

Fridays 6:30 p.m. 

Stonestown Chess Club 
Stonestown Senior YMCA Annex 
3150 20th Ave. 

Joan Arbil 

(415) 332-9548 


San Jose 

Tuesdays and Fridays, 12 noon-4 
p.m. 

Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Ave. 

Jerry Marshall 

(408) 267-1574 


Santa Clara 

Second Saturdays 2:15-6:15 
p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

Francisco Sierra 


(408) 241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Afternoons until closing at 6:30 
p.m. 

Sonoma Coffee Company 

521 Fourth St. 

Peter Menetti 

(707) 869-5786 


Santa Rosa 

First and last Saturdays 
Rincon Valley Library 
6959 Montecito Blvd. 
Mike Haun 

(707) 537-0162 


Stanford 

Meets weekly during school year 
Michael Aigner 
maigner@stanford.edu 


Stockton 

Fridays 6-11 p.m. 

St. Andrews Lutheran Church 
4910 Claremont Ave 

Jacob Green 

(209) 942-2812 
jacobgreen@msn.com 
http://www.geocities.com/ 
jacobgreen87/STKNCHESS.html 


Stockton Delta Knights 
Sundays 1-4 p.m. 

First Baptist Church 

3535 N. El Dorado 

Jacob Green 
1-209-942-2812 

Visalia 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Borders Books and Music 
Mooney at Caldwell 

Allan Fifield 

(559) 734-2784 
hometown.aol.com/visaliachess/ 
myhomepage/profile. html 


Walnut Creek 

Tuesdays 6:30-10:30 p.m. 
Clvic Park 

Broadway and Civic 
Clarence Lehman 


(925) 228-3257 


Woodland 

Sundays 3-9:30 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Center 

630 Lincoln Ave. 

Milo Nelson 

(530) 792-1064 
www.geocities.com/MJG99/ 
CHESS/WCG/ 


Yuba City 

Mondays and Weds. 7-11 p.m. 
Carl's Jr. 

Bridge St. and Highway 99 
Tom Giertych 

(916) 671-1715 
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Tournament Calendar 


Events marked with an star vx offer discounted entry fees for CalChess members, and/or the organizers are making a contribution, 
CalChess from the entry fees. The California Chess Journal encourages participation in those events. 


Date Event Location CalChess 
January 4 2nd Bob Burger Open G/45 San Francisco vw 

John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 imjwd@aol.com 

January 11-12 Region XI Women’s Open Menlo Park ve 

January 11-12 Sojourner Truth Tournament for Girls Menlo Park ve 

Richard Peterson, 1608 Saguaro St., Ridgecrest 93555 (760) 377-0061 ascachess@aol.com 

January 25 Sacramento Elementary Championship Sacramento Ww Q 
John McCumiskey, 6700 50th St., Sacramento 95823-1306 (916) 428-5532, jmclmc@lanset.com e 
January 25 Farmersville JHS Scholastic Farmersville we e 
Allan Fifield, P.O. Box 27, Visalia 93279, (559) 734-2784, fifiela@aol.com x 
February 1 Coastside Club Scholastic Half Moon Bay 

Naomi Hirayasu, njh820@yahoo.com 

February 8 Ridgecrest Scholastic—Monroe MS Ridgecrest 

Dwight Morgan, dmorgan@ridgenet.net, (760) 377-0034 

February 8 St. Marks Scholastic Quads San Rafael 

Ray Orwig, (510) 223-7073 rorwig@saintmarksschool.org 

February 15-16 CEA National Grade Level Championship Hayward we 


Richard Peterson, 1608 Saguaro St., Ridgecrest 93555 (760) 377-0061 ascachess@aol.com 

See advertisement page 19 

February 15-17 30th Berkeley People’s Tournament Berkeley 

February 17 Berkeley Young People’s Tournament Berkeley 

Don Shennum, dshennum@yahoo.com, (510) 524-5735 

See advertisement page 30 

February 22 Four-round G/30 Open Swiss South Bay we 
Matthew Haws, matthaws@aol.com, Frisco Del Rosario, frisco@appleisp.net, (650) 868-5187 


February 22 Sacramento Scholastic Championship Sacramento ve 
John McCumiskey, 6700 50th St., Sacramento 95823-1306 (916) 428-5532, jmclmc@lanset.com 

February 22 Veva Blunt Elementary School Scholastic Visalia we 
Allan Fifield, P.O. Box 27, Visalia 93279, (559) 734-2784, fifiela@aol.com 

February 23 Alameda County HS and JHS Championship San Leandro ue 
Dr. Alan Kirshner, 66 Indian Hill Place, Fremont 94539 (510) 657-1586, info@successchess.com 

February 23 San Leandro Swiss San Leandro ky 


Hans Poschmann, 4621 Seneca Park Avenue, Fremont 94538 (510) 656-8505 hspwood2 @attbi.com 
See advertisement page | | 
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Carolyn Withgitt 
Scholastic Rep: Robert Chan 


The California Chess Journal is published 
six times yearly by CalChess, the Northern 
California affiliate of the United States Chess 
Federation. A CalChess membership costs 
$15 for one year, $28 for two years, $41 for 
three years, and includes a subscription to the 
California Chess Journal plus discounted en- 
try fees into participating CalChess tourna- 
ments. Scholastic memberships for students 
under 18 are $13 per year. Family member- 
ships, which include just one magazine sub- 
scription, are $17 per year. Non-residents 
may subscribe to the California Chess Journal 
for the same rates, but receive non-voting 


CalChess Patron Program 


Recent financial problems at the USCF have impacted a variety of 
programs, including those which formerly provided some funding to 
state organizations. Traditionally, the USCF returned $1 of each adult 
membership and 50 cents of each youth membership to the state 
organization under its State Affiliate Support Porgram, but SASP was 
eliminated in 2001. This resulted in a $2,000 shortfall to the CalChess 
budget — its primary expense is production and mailing of the Califor- 
nia Chess Journal. Members of CalChess or interested parties who wish 
to support the quality and growth of chess in Northern California are 
encouraged to participate. Please send contributions to CalChess, POB 
7453, Menlo Park CA 94026. 


membership status. Subscriptions, member- Gold Patrons ($100 or more) Richard Koepcke 
ship information, and related correspon- Ray Banning George Koltanowski Memoriam 
dence should be addressed to CalChess at Joh d Dj B d rs 
POB 7453, Menlo Park CA 94026. ee varmar Fred Leffingwell 
oe David Berosh Dr. Don Lieberman 
The California Chess Journal gladly ac- Ed Bo 
cepts submissions pertaining to chess, espe- oo Tom Maser 
cially chess in Northern California. Articles Samuel Chang Chris Mavraedis 
should be submitted in electronic form, pref- Melvin Chernev Curtis Munson 
| erably in text format. Digital photographs are | Peter Dahl Dennis Myers 
preferred also. We work on a Macintosh, but Jan, Menso and Robert DeJong pal cCinnie 
articles and photographs created in lesser op- Tom D h é 
erating environments will be accepted at 126 — li Michael A. Padovani—Thanks again! 
Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo CA 94402-2414, Jim Eade Mark Pinto 
or frisco@appleisp.net. All submissions sub- | Neil Falconer Sam and Hannah Rubin 
ject to editing, but we follow the unwritten] Allan Fifield Jamas CaSedis 
rule of chess journalism that editors shouldn't | Vy culg F 
’ : rsula roster Dianna Sloves 
mess with technical annotations by stronger , 
players. Mike Goodall Jim Uren 
Alfred Hansen Scott Wilson 
Dr. Alan Kirshner Jon Zierk 
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Aigner Overcomes Foul Weather, Field 


of 34 to Win Sacramento Swiss #10 


Sacramento Chess Club 
Weekend Swiss #10 
December 19-20, 2002 


Master/Expert 
1 Michael Aigner 3.5, 5475 
2 Drake Wang Serb eo 
Under 2200 
1-2 Marc Braverman 2D aD 
Larry Snyder 
Reserve 
1-2 Conrad Cota By 585 
Christopher Black 
Under 1800 
1 Ursula Foster AT AO5 
2-4 Bob Baker 22$15 


Erin Harrington 
Peter McKone 
Amateur 
1-2 Franklin Ng 
Boyd Taylor 
Under 1400 
1-2 John Edwards-El 
Matt Zavortink 
Junior 
Anyon Harrington 


3 $85 


2.5 $55 


2.5 $40 





By John McCumiskey 

December storms did not 
dampen the spirits of the 34 
players—nearly half made the 
drive from outside the Sacra- 
mento area—at the Sacramento 
Chess Club Weekend Swiss #10 
held December 19-20 at the 
Learning Exchange in Sacramento. 

Michael Aigner finished ahead 
of 10 others in the Master/Expert 
section. Drake Wang finished 
clear second with 3 points. Marc 
Braverman and Larry Snyder 
battled to a tie for the Under 2200 
prize. 

Conrad Cota and Christopher 
Black were unbeaten in tying for 
first in the Reserve Section. Cota 
took the trophy on tiebreaks. 
Ursula Foster led the U1800 
players while Bob Baker, Erin 
Harrington, and Peter McKone 
took second place. 
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The Reserve section also 
ended in a tie between Franklin Ng 
and Boyd Taylor, with Ng having 
the better trophy tiebreaks. John 
Edwards-El and Matt Zavortink 
won the U1400 section and Anyon 
Harrington took the prize for best 
Junior. 

The club’s next event will be 
the Sacramento Chess Champion- 
ship July 4-6. Check the Weekend 
Events portion of the Sacramento 
Chess Club website, 
www.lanset.com/jmclmc/ 
default.htm, for a flyer and sched- 
ule of events. 


White: Michael Aigner (2233) 
Black: Marc Braverman (2090) 
Notes by NM Michael Aigner 

It was an honor to be paired 
against one of the persons respon- 
sible for my development as a 
chess player. For several years, | 
measured my progress in weekly 
blitz games against Marc and his 
expert friends. I learned a lot over 
the years from the many defeats 
at his hands, yet these lessons 
made me the player I am today. 


1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Nc3 Nc6é 
4. a3!? 


This early waiting move forces 
Black to make a decision as to 
how to develop his dark-squared 
bishop. The text takes away the 
preferred b4 square, and ...Bc5 
fails tactically: 5. Ne5! Ne5 6. d4 
Bd6 7. f4! 


4...Be7 5. d4 ed4 6. Nd4 dé 7. 
Nc6?! 


(California Chess Journal 


De Guzman, Donaldson Share First 
Prize at 30th Peoples’ Tournament 


International masters Ricardo De Guzman and John Donaldson 
tied for first place at the 30th Berkeley Peoples’ Chess Tournament 
held February 15-17 in Berkeley. Full report to come in May. 


The game has essentially 
transposed into a Philidor’s 
defense. Although the text weak- 
ens Black’s pawn structure, pre- 
serving the centralized knight is 
considered superior. White 
should try Bb5 or Be2 instead. 


7...bc6 8. Be2 O-O 9. O-O Nd7 
Black wants the c3-f6 diagonal 

for his bishop, while the knight 

can choose between e5 and b6, 

with an eye on jumping to C4. 

10. Be3 Bf6 11. Qd2 Qe7 12. 

Rfel Nb6é 


Not falling for the trap: 
12...Bc3? 13. Qc3 Qe4 14. BFS. 


13. Bd4 Beé 14. b3 a5? 


This pawn later becomes a 
target. It was much less vulner- 
able on its home square. 


15. a4 Rfe8 16. f4 Bd4 17. Qd4 
Qh4 18. g3 Qh6 


os aes 


i. tal 


a 


caf ‘a 
mime 
2 2. 








19. Bf3 


On the surface, the position is 
rather quiet and equal. However, 
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Aigner Annotates Two Wins 


from Sacramento Swiss 


Black’s weakened pawn structure 
(complete with two targets: a5 and 
c6) gives White a significant 
advantage. 


19...Rad8 20. Nd! 


Since c3 is the only square to 
attack both of Black’s pawn 
weaknesses, White vacates this for 
his queen. The knight will return 
to the game on e3. 


20...c5 21. Qc3 c4 22. Ne3 Qf6? 


White can force a clearly 
better endgame by using his space 
advantage. After 23. Of6 gf6 24. 
b4! ab4 25. f5 Bd7 26. a5 Na4 27. 
Nd5, White’s knight becomes 
Black’s nightmare. Black should 
have instead tried activating a 
rook with the prophylactic ...Rb8. 


23. Qa5? cb3 24. cb3 Bb3 25. 
Qb4 Bad 26. Ra4 Nad 27. Qa4 





Who wins this endgame? I had 
no idea during the game. White’s 
minor pieces are nice, but Black 
has an extra pawn. In order to 
win, White needs to trade the 
queens and play the rook vs 
bishop and knight endgame. 
Black, conversely, needs to keep 
his major pieces and harrass the 
weakened White king on the 
second rank. 


27...Qc3 28. Qal Qal? 


Black must play ...Qc5 or 


...Qb4. 
29. Ral c6? 


Yet another weakening pawn 
move which costs Black the game. 
One advantage of having two 
minor pieces for a rook is that the 
minor pieces give you twice the 
opportunities to attack enemy 
weaknesses. Instead of commit- 
ting harikari, Black should imme- 
diately trade one of his redundant 
rooks with ...Ra8. The resulting 
endgame will be similar to the 
game, except that Black keeps an 
extra pawn. 


30. Kf2 Ra8 31. Ra8 Ra8 32. 
Nf5! 


The double attack (Nd6 and 
Ne7) wins a key pawn. 


32...Ra2 33. Be2 <5 34. Nd6é Kf8 


White is technically winning, 
but needs to take some care. For 
example, he must always make 
sure the anchor of his kingside 
pawns (which turns out to be g3) 
can be defended either by the king 
or the knight. White’s attacking 
plan is straightforward: over- 
power the c5-pawn with the 
knight and the king and then 
create a passed pawn. 


35. Ke3 Ra3 36. Bd3 Ke7 37. e5 
g6 38. Ke4 Rad 39. Bc4 f6 40. 
Kd5 fe5 41. fe5 Ral 42. Kc5 


White has achieved his first 
two objectives in this endgame. 
Next he turns his attention to the 
kingside pawns. White really 
would like to create a second 
passed pawn so that Black can’t 
play for the bishop and knight 
mate by sacrificing his rook. 
Unfortunately for Black, he can’t 
defend both his pawns and pro- 
tect against the advance of the e- 
pawn. 


42...Rel 43. Kd4 Rh1 44. h4 Rg] 
45. Ne4 

The knight defends the pawn 
anchor, giving White’s king time 
to return to the kingside. 
45...h6 46. Ke3 g5 47. hg5 hg5 
48. Bg8 Rel 49. Kf3 Rf1 50. Kg4 
Rel 51. Kf5 Re3 52. g4 Rf3 53. 
Kg5 Rf8 54. Nf6 Ra8 55. Bd5 
Ra5 56. Kg6 Ral 57. g5 Rel 58, 
Kf5 Rf1 59. Kg4 Rel 60. Kf4 Rf] 
61. BfF3 Ke6 62. g6 Rg1 63. Bg4 
Resigns 


White: Larry Snyder (2055) 

Black: Michael Aigner (2233) 
Alapin Sicilian 

Notes by NM Michael Aigner 

1. e4 c5 2. c3 Nf6 3. e5 Nd5 4. 
d4 cd4 5. Nf3 Nc6 6. cd4 dé 7. 
Bc4 Nb6 8. Bb3 de5 9. de5 Qdl 
10. Bdl Bg4 11. Nc3 e6 12. 0-0 
Bb4 13. a3 Bc3 14. bc3 0-0-0 
15. Be3 Nc4 16. Bd4 Bf3 17. Bf3 
Nd4 18. cd4 Rd4 19. Rfcl Kb8 
20. Rab1 Nb6 21. Rb3 Rc8 22. 
Rc8 Kc8 23. g3 g5 24. Bh5 Rd7 
25. RF3 Nc4 26. Rc3 b5 27. a4 aé 
28. ab5 ab5 29. Be2 Rd4 30. 
Rb3 Re4 31. Rb5 Ne5 32. Kf1 g4 
33. Rb3 Ra4 34. Re3 Ra5 35. f4 
gf3 36. Bf3 Nf3 37. Rf3 


mm my 
mt fe 


an me 


sr aPatn 


Vi 
ane 





Continued on page 26 
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A Storm of Sacramento Tactics 


These positions were taken from games played at the Sacramento Chess Club Weekend Swiss #10 in December. 
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3. Carisoza-Zavortink, Black to play. 


March/April 2003 





Solutions on page 23. 
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4. MacFarland-Steger, Black to play. 
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5. Schwarz-Braverman, Black to play. 


ats A a 


6. Wang-Steger, White to play. 


(California Chess Journal 











Ty) 
4 


BAKES 
tt 5 2 


4 
Z 
%, 


tit 


aon 
awe 


ees af te ve 
eo Ae 


as a 7 At 


tient: 
a 5 a a a os 





9. Tejes- MacFarland, White to play. 
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Jennie Frenklakh Defends Her Title at 


Region XI Women’s Open 


Region XI Women’s Open 
January 11-12, 2003 
Jennie Frenklakh 4 
Elisha Garg 3 


Ursula Foster 
Zsofia Domany 
Ewelina Krubnik 


National master Jennie 
Frenklakh scored 4-0 to win the 
Region XI Women’s Open for the 
second straight time January 11 
and 12 in Menlo Park. 

“I was surprised myself (at the 
perfect score),” said Frenklakh, 
who took the weekend off from 
her graduate studies in physical 
therapy at UCSF. “It’s tough 
because everyone is improving 
their game—it usually takes a 
little bit of luck to get a perfect 
score, which, fortunately, I had 
this year.” 

At 22, Frenklakh was an 
experienced veteran in the field of 
13—nine of whom were young 
enough to be in high school. “I’m 
getting so old!” she joked, “but 
~what I don’t get is: where do they 
go when they get older? The way I 
see it, chess is not something you 
can Ue QUitedbope these girls 





hope to inspire Seem 
x BO their 20s 








Frenklakh’s suggestion was to 
“put that aside, and also check- 
mate them a few times... you'll 
make friends with them.” 

Seeded second behind 
Frenklakh on the wallchart was 
13-year-old Zsofia Domany of blah 
blah. By winning the Laszlo 
Kovacs Chess Tournament for 
Girls in Budapest, Domany earned 
a trip to California. 

Domany finished sixth in the 
Girls Under 14 world champion- 
ship in Crete in November, even 
though she has worked without a 
coach for two years. She said she 
likes to create combinations, and 
practices that on her computer. 

A weekend of sightseeing in 
San Francisco after a 12-hour 
flight from Budapest through 
Frankfurt made Domany very 
tired, she said—her draw with 
Foster and loss to Frenklakh both 
came in the evening rounds. 

Hans Poschmann directed the 
Women’s Open, down the hall 
from the sixth Sojourner Truth 
Chess Tournament for Girls, 
which drew 134 players. Peterson 
and Don Shennum directed— 
Peterson said his goal for the 
tournament in coming years was 
to attract girls from beyond the 
western region, to make it more of 
a national event. 





Two-time Region Xl Women’s Open cham- 
pion Jennie Frenklakh. Photo by Shorman 


equally undeveloped. Black hopes 
to make something of the other 
disadvantage of 3. f3: the weak- 
ened gl-a7 diagonal. 


4. de5 Qb6 5. ed5 


Now White falls too far behind 
in development. GM Joe Gallagher 
gives 5. Nc3 Bc5 6. Na4 Qa5 7. ¢c3 
Bgl 8. Rg1 de4 9. Bf4) with a small 
advantage for White. 
5...Bc5 6. Nh3 

6. Ne2 Bf2 7. Kd2 Qe3 mate. 
6...Bh3 7. gh3 
White: Elisha Garg (1697) 

Black: Jennie Frenklakh (2161) 
Caro-Kann Defense 
1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. f3 

Besides supporting the pawn 
center with another pawn, 3. f3 
keeps Black’s queen bishop re- 
Strained. 
3...e5 

One drawback to 3. f3 is that it 
doesn’t help White’s development, 
but it is still risky for Black to 
blast the game open while she is 





Continued on page 8 
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The Central California Adult & Scholastic 


Chess Congress 


Saturday and Sunday March 29" & 30" 
$2000 Guaranteed Prize Fund!! 92 Plus trophies!! 
Edison High School, 1425 S Center, Stockton CA 95206 


EVENTS: Open; Four Round Swiss. (Game/2, 5 sec delay) 
Scholastic Championship; Five Rounds Game/1 in 4 sections: K-3, 4-6, 7-8, & 9-12 
Beginner Scholastic; Six Rounds Game/30 in 1 section: K-8 Open 
Quick Chess Game/10 (5 Round Quick Chess event, 3/30) 
Blitz Chess Game/5 (7 Round Blitz Chess event, 3/29) 
Bughouse Game/5 (Rounds depend on how many teams , 3/29) 
Blindfold Challenges (After round 2, Limit 4 players) Highest Rated Challengers 
ENTRY FEE: Open $35 > includes any side events if wanted 

Scholastic $20 > includes any side events if wanted 

Beginner Scholastic $10> Only eligible for Simuls 
SCHEDULE: Schedule is constant and On-Going 
Late Registration & Check-In: March 29" 8:30 — 10:30AM, Later _ pt. Bye R1 
PRIZES: 1°‘ Place: $400 + Trophy, 2" Place: $200, X: $200 plus Trophy, A: $200 plus Trophy, B: $200 plus 
Trophy, C: $200 plus Trophy, D: $200 plus Trophy, E: $200 plus Trophy, UNR: $200 plus Trophy 
Bring Chess Clocks! Chess Sets and Boards will be provided. Concession will be provided by the Edison 
High Chess Club. All late entries will be ineligible for Saturday evening simul. Advance entries will be posted 
on Stockton Chess Club’s web-site at http://STKNCHESS.go.cc under its Weekend Events section. $0.50 of 
each entry will be donated to CalChess, California’s official USCF State Affiliate. 
TECHNICAL ADVISOR: John McCumiskey, USCF Associate National TD 
DIRECTORS: Jacob Green, Steve Bickford, Kristen Rodriguez SPONSORS: Edison High School, John C. 
Barnard, & the Stockton Chess Club 
INFORMATION: Jacob Green; JacobGreen @msn.com , http://STKNCHESS.go.cc 











ENTRY FORM: 
Be 4)86 SaaS ee oe ee ees ee EE 
Name: Age: Grade: 
Address: Phone: 
ee tk es 2 ink a _ , eb Zot Bie Oo) tod 36 Bb) 2S 
USCF ID#: Exp: Rating: 
Byes Requested? If so which round (limit 2): 
Open ($35) Sat. 10*2, Sun. 10*2 Simul 6PM Sat. ss Blitz 6PM Sat. 
Bughouse 6PM Sat... —=—=——)/§- Quick 8AM Sun. 
Scholastic Championship ($20) Sat 10 & 1, Sun. 10,1,& 3 Simul 6PM Sat. 
Bughouse 6PM Sat. ——=——)—)/-s Quick 8AM Sun. 
Beginner Scholastic ($10) Sat 10, 11,12, 1,2&3 ___—s—- Simul against X or Master __ 

8 AM 


Awards Sun. 5:30PM 
Makes checks payable to Edison High School Chess Club & mail to 
Edison High School Chess Club, 1425 S Center Street, Stockton CA 95206 


Edison High School Chess Club, 1425 S Center Street, StocktonCA 95206 00 
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7...cd5 


Black is content to make room 
for a developing move while White 
is four moves shy of castling 
queenside (Black’s pressure 
against b2 might make those 
moves hard to come by). 7...Bf2 8. 
Ke2 Bd4 puts the white king in 
front of his army and makes a 
double threat (...Be5 or ...Bb2). 
/...Bg1 is a curious way to 
threaten checkmate in one. 


8. Qe2 


Note the similarity to 7...Qe7 
from Morphy’s Paris opera house 
game: 1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 Bg4 
4. de5 Bf3 5. Qf3 de5 6. Bc4 Nf6 7. 
Qb3 Qe7— preventing Bf7 and 
threatening Qb4—8. Nc3. 


8...Nc6 9. Nc3 


It would even be reasonable to 
borrow another page from 
Morphy-Allies and try 9. c3 for 
the same reasons: to prevent a 
knight encroachment and to 
guard the b-pawn laterally (with a 
knight on c3, Black’s ...Qb2 looms 
as a fork as well as a capture). 








Zsotia Domany oR Tait, Yugoslavia; won 
this year’s Zoltan Kovacs Chess Tourna- 
ment for Girls in Hungary, and a trip to 


California. Photo by John Tu 
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9...0-0-0 10. f4 

White’s king is still caught in 
the middle after 10. Bd2 Ob2 11. 
Rb1 Qc2. 
10...Nd4 11. Qg4 Kb8 12. Bd3 
g6 


12...Ne7 13. Qg7 Rhg8 14. Qf7 
Rg2 does not generate enough for 
Black’s additional material invest- 


ment. Black’s biggest menace, 
...Nc2, can be prevented by an- 
other pawn grab on h7. 

13. Qg2 Ne7 14. Nd1 Nef5 15. 
Bf5 


Black was ready for 15...Nh4 
and then a knight to f3. 


15...gf5 16. c3 Rhg8 

Winning some material: 17. 
Of1 Nc2, 17. Qd2 Nf3, or 17. Qg8 
Rg8 18. cd4 Bd4. 
17. Qf2 Nb3 18. Qc2 Nal 19. 
Qf5 


19. Qb1 ensured the knight 
wouldn’t get away. 


19...Qg6 20. Qg6 Rg6 21. b4 


Perhaps hoping for 21...Be7 
22. Ne3. 
21...Bb6 22. Kd2 Rg2 23. Kd3 
d4 24. c4 Nc2 25. a3 Ne3 26. c5 
Nd1 27. Rdl Bc7 28. Ke4 Rh2 
29. Kf5 Rh3 30. Kf6 Rd7 31. f5 
Bd8 32. Kg7 f6 33. Kf8 fe5 34. 
b5 Rf3 35. Ke8 Kc8 36. c6 Re7 
37. Kf8 Rf5 38. Kg8 bc6 39. bc6 
Kc7 40. a4 Kc6 41. Ba3 Rb7 42. 
Rcl Kd5 43. Rdl Bg5 44. Bb2 
Bhé 45. Resigns 


White: Zsofia Domany (2071) 
Black: Ewelina Krubnik (1692) 
Two Knights Defense 
1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 ed4 4. 
Bc4 Nf6 5. e5 d5 6. Bb5 Ne4 7. 
Nd4 Bd7 8. Bc6 bc6 

Reference books assess this 
position as leading to an unclear 
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No Snips, No Snails, No Puppydog 
Tails at Sixth Sojourner Truth Tourney 


game, but White has at least two 
definite ideas for the middlegame 
first, Black’s queenside pawn 
majority and bishop pair will be 
stuffed if White blocks the black 
squares with Be3 plus Nc3-a4-c5 
(or Nd4-b3-c5), and second, White 
can aim for a kingside majority 
attack with f4-f5-f6. 


9. Nb3 


White aims for c5 right off, 
but it’s too soon to abandon the 
great post on d4 (especially by 
moving an already-developed 
piece). Better is 9. 0-0 Bc5 10. f3. 


9...Be7 10. 0-0 0-0 11. Be3 





11...Bg5 


Black has to be wary of swap: 
ping her dark-squared bishop 
because it and the e4-knight are 
the only pieces capable of budging 
a white knight from c5. She will 
save a tempo if she plays 11...f6 
now. Also, g5 is often the best 
place for the e4-knight to run 
after f3 by White, and then to e6 
to help fight for control of c5. 


12. Bd4 f6 


Another drawback to 9. Nb3is 
White’s loss of influence over e6, 
so she cannot gain space with 13. 
e6. Black is aiming to open the 
game for her bishop pair and f8- 
rook, but White’s bad bishop is 
also improved. 
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13. ef6 

13. £3 feS5 14. Be5 Be3 wins 
material. 
13...Bf6 


y Black looks to be at least equal 
now, given her lead in develop- 


: ment and greater center control. 
e 
14. £3 Nd6 
@ On the way to c4, but while 
k White has b3 in store, the outpost 
5 cannot be maintained. Therefore, 


ite 14...Ng5-e6 is worth a look be- 
| cause White’s post on c5 cannot 
be disputed any other way. 


15. Nc3 Nc4 16. Na4 Bg5 


White’s blockade on the 
e queenside black squares has 
prompted Black to look elsewhere 
for ideas. Maybe ...Be3 will be the 
3, start of something. 


17. Rel Bf4 





The top two boards at the Region XI Women’ Face Jennie Frenklakh on board one, 
Photo by John Tu 


Zsofia Domany playing black on board two against Ursula Foster. 





6th Sojourner Truth Chess Tournament for Girls 
January 11-12, 2003 




































* 12th Grade Emilia Krubnik 
A, om ° ° 
S At 1 Anna Semionenkova 4 Erica Swanson 
i fin at 9th Grade 4th Grade 
ot Ui, as 1 Fatima Uribe 3:5 1 Ankita Roy 5 
i,t V ° . oe 
Y Y 2 Victoria Jang 3 2 Vivian Lo 4A 
7 ot te a 3 Samantha Steadman 2.5 3-9 Whitney Harvey 3 
apa Dy Z ” ys 8th Grade Lauren Espeseth 
A = I, % W 1-2 Kelley Jhong 3D Alyse Greene 
at Dae rs “a : Anna Hauswirth Crystal Ramos 
ie 
ia - | i 3 ee 3 Sapphire Ratner 
I 85 rade Grace Lukach 
eB 1 Sharon Tseung 4 Courtney Jacobson 
2-3. Iris Kokish se 3rd Grade 
Alison Wu 1-4 Anna DePello 4 
18. NbcS BFS 6th Grade Linda Li 
p- Black shouldn’t give up on her 1 Caitlin Stanton 5 Rachel Connick 
idea to develop her queen with a 2 Saya Wallace Ashka Shah 
e threat: 18...Qh4 19. Nd7 (19. g3 3-8 Camy Fung 3 2nd Grade 
ing Bg3 20. hg3 Qg3 gives Black a Isabel Tseng 1-3 Rani Shiao 4 
] winning attack) Qh2, and then 20. Marcie Jhong Tiffanie Lo 
6 Kfl Nd2 and 20. Kf2 Bg3 both Kiana Romero Hannah Rubin 
look promising. Geetha Ratnam Kindergarten/ 1st Grade 
19. b3 Nb6 20. Bg7 Alice Adelman 1 Kali Navea-Huff 5 
6 4. a8 7A 5th Grade 2 Tiffany Zhong 4 
A surprising tactic (if 20...Kg7, . 
1 Sharon Hao 5 3-6 Michelle Guo 3 
then 21. Od4), but Black is better 
2-5 Amy Wann 4 Stephanie Hsu 
placed for her attack on the king. ae eas 
3 Caitlin Miller 4 Karen Ouyang 
x 20...Qh4 21. Bf8 Qh2 22. Kfl Jessica Zhu 
Uy Bg3 
[3 O bh Cc ‘ = 
Threatening 23...Qh1 24. Ke2 n the Covers The top three finishers at the Region XI 
Q. Qg2 25. Ke3 Qf2 mate. Women’s Open in January (counterclockwise from top): Jennie 


7 23. Qd4 


Frenklakh, Elisha Garg, Ursula Foster. Photos by John Tu 
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Semionenkova Leads High Schoolers 
at Sojourner Tournament for Girls 


The good in-between move 
results in a favorable simplifica- 
tion for White. 


23...Qh1 24. Qg1 Qgl 25. Kg1 
Bel 26. Rel Kf8 27. c3 


A typical endgame for this 
opening. White has a number of 
advantages: a good knight against 
a bad bishop, control of the only 
open file, fewer pawn islands, and 
a passed pawn. 


27...Na4 


The trade of knights cements 
the favorable knight vs. bishop 
imbalance for White, but a con- 
tinuation like 27...Re8 28. Re8& 
Ke8 29. Kf2 Bb1 30. a3 Bc2 31. 
Nb2 followed by Nbd3 is similarly 
good for the first player. 

28. Na4 ReS 29. Re8 Ke8 30. 
Nc5 Ke7 31. b4 Kd6 32. Kf2 Ke5 
33. Ke3 Bc8 34. g4 h6 35. Nd3 
Ke6 36. Kf4 Kf6 37. Nc5 Kg6 38. 
Nd3 Kf6 39. Ne5 Bb7 40. Nd7 
Kg6 41. a3 Bc8 42. Ne5 Kf6 43. 
Nc6 a6 44. Ne5 Be6é 45. Nd3 





Bd7 46. Nc5 Bb5 47. Kg3 Be2 
48. f4 Bb5 49. Kh4 Kg6 50. a4 
Be2 51. Ne6 c6 52. Nd4 Bdl 53. 
Nc6 Bad 54. Ne7 Kg7 55. Nd5 
Resigns 


White: Anna Semionenkova (1147) 
Black: Mary Fatima Uribe (1181) 
Ruy Lopez Steinitz 


1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 dé 4. 
c3 Bd7 


Consistent with Black’s third 
move. Capablanca’s favorite move 
here was 4...f£5, taking some 
advantage of the white queen 
knight’s inability to play to c3 
where it would support e4. 

5. 0-0 Nf6 6. Rel Be7 7. h3 0-0 
8. d4 ed4 


It is a difficult position for 
Black, but giving up the center 
should be a last resort (White was 
not yet threatening the e5-pawn: 
9. Bc6 Bc6 10. de5 de5 11. Ne5 
Be4). Black typically looks for a 
plan to improve or swap the 


black-squared bishop—...Re8, 
...Bf8, ...26, ...Bg7 is possible, and 
so is ...h6, ...Nh7 followed by 
...Ng5 and ...Bg5. 
9. cd4 a6 10. Bad 

With the pin on the a4-e8 
diagonal broken, the white bishop 
should restore its aim at the black 
king by 10. Bc4. 
10...b5 11. Bc2 Nb4 12. Bb3 

With enough nudging by Black, 
the bishop finds the clearest 
diagonal. 
12...a5 13. a3 Na6é 

Unless Black follows with ...c5 


and ...cd4 soon, the knight will be 
out of play, so ...Nc6 is preferable. 
14. Nbd2 Nh5 

Another knight goes offside. 
14...c5 and 14...Re8 are both 
reasonable alternatives. 
15. Nfl Bh4 

Behind in development and 
with less center control, Black is 
not justified in attacking. Maybe 
15...g6 with a view to moving the 
bishop out to f6 and to give the 
knight a retreat on g7. 
16. Nh4 Qh4 17. Re3 Qe7 18. 
Qh5 

“Now I’m dead,” Uribe said in 
the post-mortem. 
18...Bc6 19. Ng3 Bb7 20. Bd2 a4 
21. Ba2 Rad8 22. Rael c5 23. 
dc5 dc5 24. Bc3 Bc8 25. b3 ab3 
26. Bb3 c4 27. Ba2 


27. Bc2 is better, with e5 to 
come. 


27...Be6 28. Nf5 Qc7 

The queen has to stay on the 
second rank. If 28...Qe8 29. Qh6 
gh6 30. Nh6 mate. 
29. Rg3 Rfe8 30. Nhé6é Kf8 31. 
Bg7 Ke7 32. Qg5 Kd7 33. Qb5 
Qc6 34. Rdl Kc7 35. Be5 Rd6é 
36. Bd6é Resigns 
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2003 Western States Scholastic Chess Championship 
March 29-30, 2003—Bakersfield, California 


Organized by Youth Chess Charitable Foundation, Sponsored by Good Samaritan Hospital, Cesar E. 
Chavez Science Magnet School, and Bakersfield City School District Educational Foundation 





Five Sections K-1 K-3 K-6 K-9 K-12 
| Tournament A team consists of top 5 scorers in each section and must include at least 2 members. Players cannot compete for both a 
Rules school and a club. Club teams must be USCF affiliates and must meet on a regular basis. In the last three rounds, players 
from the same school or club may play each other to determine individual championship prospects. 
Trophies Will be awarded to the top 25 individuals in each of 5 sections. Team awards for the top 5 school teams and top 2 club teams 
for each of 5 sections. 
Format 7 SS (Swiss System: Everyone plays 7 games against players with approximately the same number of wins and losses after 
. each round). Game 60. Sets and boards provided. Please bring clocks. Clocks may be used for grades K-3 and must be 
used for grades 4-12. - OPENING CEREMONY 3/29/03 — 9:30 a.m. 
Round Times Main Tournament: Saturday and Sunday Blitz Tournament: —_‘- Friday Night 
@ 3/29/03 - 10 am, 1 pm, 3:30 pm, and 6:30 pm 3/28/03 - 7:00 pm 5 Rds./10 Games 
3/30/03 - 10am, 1 pm, 3:30 pm. Awards follow approx. 6 pm 5 Black/5 White 
Registration, | Main Tournament Entry Fee: Special Event- Blitz Tournament Entry Fee: 


Entry Fees $20/participant in advance - Mail or Fax prior to 3/17/03 $10/part. in advance - Mail or Fax prior to 3/17/03 
$30/part. late fee or onsite. Registration on 3/28/03 from 4:30 $20/part. late fee or onsite. Registration on 3/28/03 from 
“pm to 8:00 pm and 3/29/03 from 7:00 am to 9:00 am. Players 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm. No entries after 6:30 pm. Blitz Rounds 
registered onsite must take _ pt bye for 1* rd. Commence at 7:00 pm. 


Location Holiday Inn Select - 801 Truxtun Avenue, Bakersfield, California 93301. Hotel Rate: $79 from 1 - 4 occupants. 
For res.: Tel (661) 323-1900/Fax (661) 324-7794. Ask for Chess Rates! Rooms are limited. Reservations must be 
made by 3/5/03 to guarantee rate and availability. 


Information Website: www.YouthChess.com E-mail: YouthChessOrg @aol.com 
Contact David Huff at 661-631-5870 or by fax at 661-631-3264. 


Alan Fifield, Chief Tournament Director, at Fifiela@aol.com 
COOSOOSCOSOSSSSSHSHSHSSSHSSHSHSHSSHSOSHHSHSSHSSSHHSSHSHSHSHSHSHSSHSSHSSSHEHSHEHSHHHEHESEHHEHHEEEEE 


ENTRY FORM FOR 2003 WESTERN STATES SCHOLASTIC CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Last Name First Name Birthdate ji ep 


Schoo! Grade Age 





Address City Zip 





Home Phone E-Mail Address Emergency Phone 
USCF ID # Expiration Date USCF Rating 


A *MAIN TOURNAMENT: (Please check correct section) 2 KT RB eS RD ere 
* Please check only one if a _ pt. bye is requested in Rd. 1__, Rd.2__,Rd.3_,Rd.4_, Rd.5__,Rd.6___ n/ain final rd. 
SPECIAL EVENT - BLITZ TOURNAMENT: (Please check correct section): __K-6 xa wate 
ENTRY FEES: MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Cesar E. Chavez — Booster Club 
Main Tournament: 
Postmark before 3/17/03 ($20) $ MAIL TO: Cesar E. Chavez Science Magnet School 
After 3/17/03 or onsite ($30) - ae ee c/o 2003 Chess Tournament 
Blitz Tournament: 4201 Mesa Marin Drive 
Postmark before 3/17/03 ($10) Secon 3 Bakersfield, CA 93306 
After 3/17/03 or onsite ($20) $ OR 
Total $ FAX ENTRY FORM TO AVOID LATE FEE 
Fax must be received prior to 3/24/03. FAX # 661-631-3264 
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Chess Fx: Scholastic News in Brief 


By Richard Peterson 
The months rush 
by! 

The So- 
journer Truth 
Chess Tourna- 
ment for Girls in 
January, the 3rd 
CEA National 
Grade Level 
Championship, 
es and the Berkeley 
Young Beadle s Tournament in 
February are now history, and our 
young stars continue to shine. 

Chess Fx will keep focusing on 
the achievements of our young 
players and their coaches. 





Ben Haun Shares First Place 
at Bob Burger Open, Aims for 
Scholar/Chessplayer Award 


‘Experts Ben 
» Haun, Win Aung 
| Ye, and Anthony 
' Rozenvasser 
_tied for first 
| place at the 

| Mechanics’ 
_ _ Institute Bob 

|. Burger Game/45 

: ! : iOpen held Jan. 4 

in e Si Feanbiees with 4.5-0.5 





scores. 













1.e4 e6 2.d3 d5 3.Qe2 de4 
4.de4 Bd7 5.Nf3 Nf6 6.93 


Slightly better was Nc3. 
6...Bc6 7.Nbd2 Be7 


This is too passive. Much 
better was 7...Bc5, which would 
place the bishop on a more active 
Square and prohibit Nd4 after 
...Nbd7. 
8.Bg2 Nbd7 9.0-0 0-0 10.b3 

Perhaps better is to promote 
the knight to d4 first. Here Black 
should probably play ...e5 to stop 
White from pushing the e-pawn 
and to disallow White's f3 knight 
from advancing. 
10...a6 11.Bb2 Bb5 

This move helps White de- 
velop, since c4 kicks the bishop 
back to its original square. 
12.c4 Bc6 13.Nd4 Nb8 

13...Ne5 14.N2f3 Nfd7 15.Rad1 
Qe8 16.Ne5 Ne5 17.Ne6 witha 
clear advantage for White. 
14.Nc6 Nc6 15.e5 Nd7 16.Rad1 
Qe8 17.f4 Rd8 18.Ne4 Nc5 

This is the final mistake, 
making White's position obviously 
winning. Probably better was 
...Nb6, but even then, Black is ina 
tough position, since White has 
the two bishops and Black's pieces 
e not working together. White's 

«ek on the kingside is inevita- 


ef6 20.024 Kh8 21.ef6 Rg8 
d4 23.Rd4+-. 


g6 21.Qe3 Nd7 


Black's best chance here was 
b6 22.f5 ef5 23.0e8 Rde8& 
sBCO: 


22.5 Kh8 23.fg6 Resigns 
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Michael Pearson Wins 2003 
Falconer Award 


National master 
| Michael Pearson 
| won the 2003 
| Falconer Award 
| as the highest- 
| rated player 
| under 18 in 
| Northern Cali- 
fornia at the 
end of last year, 
, Pearson, 15, 
ae $2,201, matching his 
rating at the turn of the year. 

Benefactor Neil Falconer is a 
trustee of the Mechanics’ Institute 
and a former U.S. senior cham- 
pion. 





The Name is Putman 


If one family could claim the 
Third CEA National Grade Level 
Championship as its own, it was 
the Putmans of Vancouver, Wash. 

In the sixth grade, younger 
brother Ryan pounded his compe- 
tition to score 7-0 in winning his 
first national title. Aviv Adler 
scored 6-0 to stay within striking 
distance, but lost a tough game to 
Putman. The Berkeley Chess 
School won the club team title 
while Redwood Middle School won 
the school title. 

Dividing the title surge by the 
Putmans was Kimberly Anonuevo 
who outscored Phil Jouriles by 
half a point. In the team competi- 
tion, Hopkins Junior High School 
outpointed Redwood Middle 
School by one and Success Chess 
captured the club team. 

Older brother Brent Putman 
also scored 7-0 to win the eighth 
grade section. 

The performance by the 
Putmans was one of the more 
remarkable results in scholastic 
history. I can think of no other 
time when two siblings sliced 
through their opposition with 
twin perfect scores in a national 
forum. 
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Success and South Bay Scholastic 


Squads Square Off in Los Gatos 


Two scholastic teams—one made up of Success 
Chess programs and another from schools in the 
south Bay—met on February 9 at the Blossom Hill 
Elementary School in Los Gatos for a two-tiered, two- 
game match. The Success “A” team won 297-207, 
and the much larger program fielded a deeper “pP 
team—Success “B” won 39-11. In the friendly match, 
several Success students from the South Bay Area 
played on the South Bay team. 

“T looked at the lineups before the match,’ said 
national master Jon Frankle, who led the South Bay 
squad and coaches Blossom Hill Elementary, “I 
thought our top section might have a chance to 
make a good showing, but our ‘B’ team would suffer 
sreatly.” Frankle's children—daughter Lana and son 
David—scored 2-2 for the South Bay “B’ team. 





White: Steven Chang (969, South Bay) 
Black: Brian Chao (1108, SCS) 
Evans Gambit Reversed 
1.e4 e5 2. Nc3 Nf6 3. Bc4 b5 

A spirited move. Some players will opt to take a 
pawn with 3...Ne4 4. Qh5 Nd6 5. Bb3, leading per- 
haps to the curiously named Frankenstein-Dracula 
Variation. 
4. Bb5 c6 5. Bc4 d5 6. ed5 cd5 7. Nd5 

White might have reasoned that he has three 
pawns for the piece, but Black has better center 
control, more space, and a free development. 


7..Nd5 8. Nf3 Bc5 





9. Ne5 0-0 


Perhaps Black changed his mind about 9...Bf2 
10. Kf2 Qh4 because of 11. g3 Qd4 12. Kg2 Qe5 13. 
Rel, but 12...Bb7 is a wild try. 
Continued on page 25 


March/April 2003 







OON AO OaRWN — 






South Bay vs. Success Match—February 9, 2003 


A Team—Rated Games 


Bd South Bay 


Steven Zierk 
Tejas Mulye 
Brian Tsai 

Greg Bodwin 
Mark Kokish 
Kenneth Law 
Rolland Wu 
Daryl Neubieser 
Vijay Mohan 
Christopher Tsai 
Archit Sheth-Shah 
James Paquette 
Alexander Lun 
Samson Wong 
Steven Chang 


Narayan Subramanian 


Jeff Young 
Charles Sun 

Cory McDowell 
Albert Wu 
Brynmor Saunders 
Michael Vu 
Andrew Shie 
Arnav Dugar 
Gerald Fong 


—-=—-Oy,OyW—“™COHOHOYANOONNHHNH KK 


nn 


On 


Success 

Daniel Tien 
Mukund Chillakanti 
John Lavrentjev 
Tau Jeng 

Ankita Roy 
Alexander Lee 
Brian Chung 
Brian Tsui 

Larry Zhong 
Saveen Sahni 
Ryan Tu 

Alvin Cheng 
Kartik Chillakanti 
Stephen Lee 
Brian Chao 

Amy Wann 
Benjamin Tien 
William Wang 
Jonathan Hsia 
Kevin Leong 
Alexander Chiou 
Jim Su 

Geoffrey Chen 
Bryan Tsang 
Shreya Misra 


B—Unrated Games 


Rik Basu 
Hoffman Hibbett 
Matt Knecht 
Nitin Gomatam 
Jan Van Bruggen 
Amir Hashemian 
Avinash Kumar 
Erika Ho 

Sahana Rajeskar 
Cameron Pugh 
Chris Carter 
Sudarshan Seshadri 
Christina Gilbert 
Jonathan Gilbert 
Alex Lin 

Lana Frankle 
Evan Witty 

Kyle Tan 

Peter Goodlin 
Tiffany Zai 

David Frankle 
Ryan Livinghouse 
Thomas Rencken 
Andrew Seaman 
Kimberly Zai 
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Ranjeetha Bharath 
Surag Sheth 


Vignesh Palaniappan 


Vivek Choksi 
Ryan Jennings 
Alex Golding 
Kunal Puri 
Joshua Tien 
Ning Jeng 

Alice Cheng 
Akshay Narayan 
Spencer Yee 
William Hsia 
Teddy Hanson 
Robinson Kuo 
Dylan McCarty 
Evan Zheng 
Matthew Heising 
Otis Lee 

Nikhil Saxena 
Akash Bhaskara 
Yash Verma 
Joseph Teng 
Nathaniel Munger 
Rohan Agarwal 
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241 Attend CEA Grade Level 





Championship in Hayward 


An illness in the family 
brought Brent and Ryan Putman 
to the Bay Area on Presidents’ Day 
weekend, and while the 
Vancouver, Wash., residents were 
in town, they both achieved 
perfect 7-0 scores to win the 8th 
and 6th grade sections of the 3rd 
CEA National Grade Level Champi- 
onships. 

There isn't much chess activity 
in Vancouver, said their mother, 
Jeanne Smith, so the Putmans 
travel to Seattle for tournaments 
(Brent is selecting a high school 
partly based upon whether it has 
a chess club) They decided to 
play in the CEA grade level event 
partly out of curiosity—they had 
never seen a Chess Education 
Association tournament in Wash- 
ington, she said. 

Richard Peterson and Hans 
Poschmann directed 241 students 
in nine sections at Tennyson High 
School in Hayward. The host team 
won the high school team trophy. 


White: Kimberly Anonuevo (1503) 
Black: Justin Wang (1373) 
Winawer French 

Notes by Kimberly Anonuevo 


1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. 
Bd3 
The main lines begin with 4. 


e5, a much less passive move than 
4. Bd3. 


4...c5 5. dc5 de4 

5...d4 would have been inter- 
esting and exciting. 
6. Bb5 Bd7 7. Bd7 Qd7 8. Bd2 
Nf6 9. Qe2 Bc5 10. 0-0-0 Qc6 11. 
Nh3 

Also possible is 11. f3! ef3 12. 


Nf3 0-0 13. Ne5 Qc7 14. g4 with 
compensation. 


11...0-0 12. g4! Bd4 13. Ng5 





Maybe fikarich fic ontksterid walls has changed i in the 26 years since | attended 
Tennyson High School, but the tables —they buckled in the middle and had to be propped 


up with scraps of wood to make them suitable for chess—the tables are the same. 


Bc3?! 


Giving control of the diagonal 
to White’s bishop. Better is 


13...Nbd7 14. Nce4 Rfc8 15. c3 b5. 


14. Bc3 Nd5 15. Ne4 f5 


Black would do better to 
capture on C3. 


16. gf5 ef5 17. Rhg1 Rf7 


72 
oe ol we fe + 
oo 
me 


seat oe 
sotto 
on 


EZ 


“4/ 


CY 





Photo by John Tu 


18. Ng5 
18. Rd5! wins at least a piece. 


18...Nc3 19. bc3 RF8 20. Ne6 
Qc3 21. Rg7 Kh8 22. Rh7 Kh7 
23. Qh5 Resigns 


White: Brian Chao (1079) 
Black: Bei He (1000) 


Ma, as ce 
a OLS 
LU a ath 
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Do a8 
ak 


a 
a 








Page 14 


California = oad 


March/April 2003 





03 





1. Nf5! g5 

The offered piece cannot be 
taken: 1...gf5 2. QF5 Kh6 (2...Kg8 
3, Qg5 +-) 3. Qgd Kh7 4. Qg7 mate. 
2. hg5 

Threatening 3. Qh2 Kg8 4. Nh6 
Kh7 (4...Kf£8 5. Qd6+-) 5. Nf7 Kg8 
6. Nh6 Kh8 (6...Kh7 7. g6 Kg6 
(7...Kh8 8. Nf7 Kgs 9. Oh8 mate} 
g Oh5 Kh7 9. Nf5 Kg8 10. Qg6+-) 
7 Nf5 Kg8 8. f7 Kf7 9. Nd6+-. 
2...Qe2 3. g6 Kg8 

3...fg6 4. Qh6 +-. 
4. Nh6 Kh8& 

4...Kf8 5. g7 mate. 
5. g7 Kh7 6. Qf5 Khé 7. Qh5 
mate 





White: Aditya Srinivasan (774) 
Black: Alexander Chamberlain 
(UNR) 

Scotch Game 


1.e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 f6 4. 
d5 


The inclusion of ...Nc6 saves 
Black from an old trick: 4. de5 fe5 
(not 4...Ne5, which puts the bust 
back in play: 5. Ne5 fe5 6. Qh5 +-) 
5. NeS Ne5S 6. Qh5 Ngo. 


4...Nce7 5. d6 


This kind of pawn sacrifice, 
designed to disrupt Black’s devel- 
opment, is typically made on the 
other side of the board (for in- 
stance, 1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 
Nf6 4. eS Nfd7 5. e6, threatening 
6. 6. ed7 and 6. ef7). The absence 
of a second threat—Black 
shouldn’t worry about 6. dc7— 
means that Black can reply 
5...Nc6, when 6. dc7 Qc7 just 
gives White a structural plus 
(Black is wretched on the d-file. 


5...cd6 6. Nc3 g5 


After Black makes this mis- 
take, which neither controls the 
center nor helps Black develop his 
pieces and weakens the diagonal 
leading to his king, White should 
immediately start looking for a 
way to put a diagonally-moving 
piece on h5. However, the knight 

Continued on page 25 
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Chess Education Association 
Third National Grade Level 
Championships 
February 15-16, 2003 


Twelfth Grade 
Binh Nguyen ee 
Eleventh Grade 
Melanie Delacruz 4 
Sam Frye ZiS 
Tenth Grade 
Anthony Hsiao 7 
Owen Lin 4 
Justin Kreibich 3.2 
Ninth Grade 
Gary Tao 6 
Nazee Moghadam 5 
Jason Yun 5 
Ryan Tang 4.5 
-6 Michael Philben 4 
Raihan Sohaib 
Eighth Grade 
Brent Putman y 
Ryan Ko 3.0 
Kent Quanrud 5 
Mihir Pendse A.5 
-9 Arkajit Dey 4 
Rahul Subramaniam 
Allen Tu 
Ahmad Moghadam 
Chris Devon 
School Teams 
Thornton Junior High 
Hopkins Junior High 
McLoughlin Middle School 
Seventh Grade 
Kimberly Anonuevo 6.5 
Phil Jouriles 6 
-5 Edward Wu 5 
Rohan Sathe 
Clayton Chan 
-7 Sharon Tseung 4.5 


Eric Soderstrom 
School Teams 
Hopkins Junior High 


2 Redwood Middle School 
Sixth Grade 
1 Ryan Putman 7 
2 ~ Aviv Adler 6 
3-6 Andrew Yun 5 
Corey Chang 
Brian Tsai 
Devin Abbott 
7-8 Tejas Mulye A.5 
Brian Chao 
School Teams 
1 Redwood Middle School 
2 Mission San Jose 
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Fifth Grade 
1 Davis Xu 6.5 
Z Rolland Wu 55 
3-6 William Wang 5 
Sharon Hao 
Nitin Gomatam 
Vijay Mohan 
7-9 Michael Dittmer A.5 
Alvin Cheng 
Mahnoosh Moghadam 
School Teams 
1 Saratoga Elementary 
2 Gomes Elementary 
Fourth Grade 
1 Vivian Lo 7 
2 Kevin Chen 6 
3 Tau Jeng 3.5 
4-5 Saveen Sahni 5 
Jim Su 
6-8 Dustin Rudiger 4.5 
Peter Wu 
Ryan Tu 
Third Grade 
1 Harsha Nukala 7 
2 Linda Li 6 
3-4 Ning Jeng 2 
Kevin Hsu 
5-7 Andrew Lim 4.5 
Aaron Zhou 
Charles Zhou 
Second Grade 
1-2 Canaan Linder 6 
Christopher Wu 
3 Rahul Desirazu Deo 
4 Tom Lin 5 
5-8 Robert Wu A.5 
Dilip Shekhar 
Damian Stowbunenko 
Donny Dailey 
First Grade 
1-3 Vignesh Palaniappan 6 
Kevin Zhu 
Steven Hao 
4-9 Alex Grossman A 
Jerry Wu 
Aditya Srinivasan 
Tiffany Zhong 
Marcus Missirlian 
Nicholas Lacava 
Kindergarten 
1 Hemang Jangle 6 
2-3 Matthew Chan a.0 
Andrew Zhou 
4-5 Raymond Li 5 


Nathan Zhang 
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Six-Way Tie at Mechanics’ Institute 





By John Donaldson 

The Mechanics’ Institute 
Winter Tuesday Night Marathon, 
held January 7-February 25, 
ended in a six-way tie for first at 
6-2 between IM Walter Shipman, 
NMs Russell Wong, Igor Margulis, 
and Victor Ossipov plus experts 
Win Aung Ye and Nicolas Yap. 
The event attracted 80 entrants. 
matching the attendance record 
for marathons set back in 1974. 


White: Nicolas Yap (2040) 
Black: David Blohm (2239) 
Sicilian Accelerated Dragon 
Notes by IM John Donaldson 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cd4 
4.Nd4 g6 5.Nc3 Bg7 6.Be3 Nf6 
7.Bc4 Qa5 8.0-0 0-0 9.Bb3 d6 
10.h3 Bd7 11.f4 Qh5 12.Nf3 b5 
13.a3 a5 14.Qd3 b4 

More commonly seen is 
14...a4, but the text might be 
better. 


15.Nd5 


A new try. 15.Ne2 ba3 16.Ng3 
ab2 17.Nh5 bal(Q) 18.Ral Nh5 is 
an interesting queen sacrifice 
proposed by Blohm's teacher GM 
Roman Dzindzhichashvili; | 
ab4 16.Ra8 run: 






Leeann 


5..ab4 


Winter Tuesday Night Marathon 


Kh8 27.0d5 Qe3 28.Kh1 Be5 
29.0d2 Qd2 30.Rd2 Bf6 31.Ne6 a3 
and Black is doing fine. 


25.Bc4 Rd2 26.Qd2? 


the idea 20.0d6 ed5 21.ed5 Bh3 
22.dc6 Rb2 23.gh3 Qh3 White 
should answer 19...e6 with 20.Ba2 
and some advantage. 


20.Rad1 26.Bf7 Bf7 27.Qf7 Kh8 28.Rd2 
The immediate 20.Ng5 looks Qd2 29.Qe6 Rf8 30.Nf7 Rf7 31.Qf7 
stronger. h6 32.Rb1 Kh7 33.Rb8 mating. 


Now Black gets ample compensa- 
tion for the lost exchange. 
26...Qd2 27.Rd2 Rc4 28.ed6 ed6 
29.Rd6 Bc3 30.Rd8 Kf8 31.Ra8 
Drawn 


Black could consider playing 
on with 31...h6 32.Nf3 Rf4. 


20...Be8 21.Ng5 Na5 22.e5 Qe2 
23.Bd2 Nc4 24.Qa2 


24.Bc4 Oc4 25.ed6 ed6 26.Bcl 
d5 27.15= 


24...Rb2? 


Fritz suggests the interesting 
line 24...Nd2 25.Bf7 Bf7 26.Qf7 


Catching Up with Vinay Bhat 
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rnational master Vinay Bhat tied for first place at the San Leandro Swiss held Feb. 23 
»Leandro (full report coming in May). Bhat, 18, hadn’t played tournament chess 
»U.S. junior championship in July, where he finished second, immediately after 
g the U.S. in the U.S.-China Summit Match. The flurry of travel affected him—"| 
at the board against Aaron Pixton (who went on to win the junior event). | 
coffee, but | started drinking coffee for the first time, and it didn’t work—I'd feel 
for a minute, and then start feeling tired again right away.” Since then, Bhat 
his freshman year at UC Berkeley, studying international relations. His only 
ity has been the occasional game at the Internet Chess Club, and 2003 will be 
ar in the past five that Bhat will not be the odds-on favorite to win the high 
sion of the CalChess State Scholastic Championship (he won it a record five 
e been playing in that [tournament] for a long time,” Bhat said, “but I’m leav- 
it in good hands.” 





California Chess Journal 


March/April 2003 





$60,000* CEA GRANDNATIONAL SCHOLASTIC CHESS 


CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Anaheim/Garden Grove , California « May 16-18, 2003 


Crowne Plaza Resort, 12021 Harbor Blvd Garden Grove, CA Toll-Free: 1-866-888-8891 Tel: 1-714-867-5555 
Fax: 1-714-867-5123 Rooms are $99 from 1-4. 

Time Control: Game in 75 

Entry fee: $50 if postmarked by May 7th. $75 late. 

Blitz entry is $10 if mailed with entry. $15 at the site. Blitz: Friday 3:00. No late entries after 5:30. 

Nine Sections: 

1) High School Championship Grades K-12 Twelve $1,000 US Savings Bond Scholarships* 

2) High School Premier Grades K-12 U/950 K-12, 

3) Junior High Championship Grades K-9 Twelve $1,000 US Savings Bond Scholarships* 

4) Junior High Premier Grades K-9 U/850 K-8, 

5) ElementaryChampionship Grades K-6 Twelve $1,000 US Savings Bond Scholarships* 

6) Elementary Premier Grades K-6 U/750 

7) Primary Championship Grades K-3 Twelve $1,000 US Savings Bond Scholarships* 

8) Primary Premier Grades K-3 U/600 

9) K/1 Championship Twelve $1,000 US Savings Bond Scholarships* 

Individual Trophies- 1st to 25th Place each section * Team Trophies School Teams- Ist to 10th Place* Club Teams Ist —3rd 
«Ist to 10th will be awarded for K-5 teams in the elem championship. 

Every player will receive either a trophy or a plaque as a ‘‘National Finalist” 

Round times: Friday: 7pm Saturday: 9am, 12pm, 3pm 

Sunday: 9am, 12pm, 3pm Awards: Sunday at 6pm. 


*560,000.00 US Saving Bond Scholarships* 


(Based on 1000 Entries) Sixty $1,000.00 Savings Bond Scholarships 
12 Scholarships in Each Championship Section * No Scholarships in Premier Sections *Details on chesslogic.com 
Send Entry Fees to and Make Checks Payable to: 


CEA c/o Richard Peterson 1608 Saguaro St., Ridgecrest, CA 93555 * 1-888-331-4442, ascachess @ aol.com 


CEA GRANDNATIONAL SCHOLASTIC CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
REGISTRATION FORM— FREE CEA REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED ON CHESSLOGIC. CoM™ 




















lease Print Neatly Free CEA Memberships available on Chesslogic.com 
Name CEA ID# 

Address USCE ID# (Optional) 

City Siate =.) Zap 

Email @ 

School/Club 

Date of Birth / / 

Phone ( ) Grade Age 

1) High School Championship K-12, 2) _ High School Premier U/950, 
3)‘ Junior High Championship K-9, 4) _ Junior High Premier U/850 
5)____ Elementary Championship K-6, 6) _ Elementary Premier K-6 U/750, 
7)___ Primary Championship K-3, 8) _ Primary Premier K-3 U/600, 

9) K/1 Championship Ist Grade and Under (Please mark your section) 


Total fees: Entry Fee $50 Late Fee $75 (postmarked after May 7) Blitz $10 Late Blitz $15 
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10th Fresno County 
Championship 
November 23-24, 2002 
Open 
Timothy Roth 5 
Benjamin Tejes 3.9 


1 
2 
3 Raul Bugnosen 3 
4-7 Haryanto Daud 

Alan Howe 

Michael DaCruz 

Jason Wright 
Upset Prize — Vincent Rubianes (279 
points) 


Reserve 

1 Corbett Carroll 4.5 
2-3 Henry Green 4 

Wesley De Busk 
4-5 Edwin Norio Sasaki 

Galen Balcom 
6-11 Alan Wolf 3 

Richard Pacheco 

Nicholas Rubianes 

David Josephine 

Bonnie Yost 

James Taylor 
Upset Prize — Michael Darmousseh 
(586 points) 


By Allan Fifield 

Expert Timothy Roth won the 
10th Fresno County Champion- 
ship held Nov. 23-24 at St. Agnes 
Hospital in Fresno. Allan Fifield 
directed 35 players. 


3.5 





White: Tim Roth (2158) 
Black: Michael DaCruz (1901) 
Larsen’s Opening 
Notes by Allan Fifield 
1.b3 d5 2.e3 e5 3.Bb2 Bdé 
4.Nf3 Bg4 5.h3 Bf3 6.Qf3 Nf6 
7.c4 c6 8.cd5 Nd5 9.Bc4 Nf6 
10.Nc3 Nbd7 11.Ne4 Qe7 
12.Nd6 Qd6 13.Rcl 0-0 14.d4 e4 
15.Qf5 b5 16.Be2 Qb4 17.Bc3 
Qa3 18.Rc2 g6?! 

Pushes the white queen back 
but weakens the dark squares 
around the king 


19.Qf4 Rfe8 20.Qc7 Rac8 
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Timothy Roth Wins 10th Fresno 
County Championship 


21.Qa5 Qd6 22.Bb4 Qb8 23.0-0 
Nd5 24.Rfcl Reé 25.Ba3 N7b6 
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26.Bb5!! cb5 27.Rc8 Nc8& 
28.Qd8 Resigns 


28...Kg7 29.Bf8 Kg8 30.Bh6 
Re8 31.Qe8 mate 


White: Warren Williamson (1881) 
Black: Dennis Wajckus (1401) 
Center Counter Defense 
1.e4 d5 2.ed5 Qd5 3.Nc3 Qa5 
4.d4 Nf6 5.Be2 c6 6.Nf3 Bf5 7.0- 
0 e6 8.Nh4 Bdé 9.Bf3 Nbd7 
10.Rel 

Locking down the e-file. 
10...0-0-0 

Castles to the drafty side. 
11.Bd2 Qc7 12.Nf5 Bh2 13.Kh1 


Looks a little like game 1 of 
the Fischer-Spassky match in 
1972. 


13...ef5 14.Re7 

Really echoing Fischer- 
Spassky would have been 14. g3 
Bg3 15. fg3 Qg3, where White has 
an extra piece but what is his next 
move if he’s playing for a win? 
14...Bd6 15.Rf7 g6 16.Bg5 Qb6 
17.Bf6 Nf6 18.Rf6 Be5!? 


A nice try for a swindle based 
on the pinned d-pawn. 
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19.Na4 Qc7 20.Re6 Bd4 21.Qe? 
Qg7 22.3 Bf6 23.Nc5 Qhé 
24.Kg1 


et lee leet _~ nr ~~ —_— —_— !., ~~ eed eee 





24...Rd2 
Looks like trouble but... 
25.Rc6!! bc6 26.Qe6 Kb8 27.Qcé 
Mate is everywhere! 
27...Qg7 28.Na6 mate 


White: J.A. Grimaldo (1289) 
Black: Mike Darmousseh (712) 
Exchange French 


1. e4 e6 2. Nf3 d5 3. ed5 ed5 4. 
d4 Nc6 


Blocks the c-pawn, which 
might be useful at c5 or c6 later. 
5...Bd6 is preferable, followed by 
...Ne7 (and then ...f6 if White 
plays Bg5, and ...Bf5 if White 
plays Bd3)." 

5. a3? a5? 6. Bb5 

The bishop is better placed on 
d3 where it aims at both sides of 
the board. 

6... Bd7 7. 0-0 Bdé 8. Nc3 Nge7 
9. Rel 0-0 10. Qd3 Bf5 11. Qd2 
h6é 12. Bd3 Re8& 

White now makes two ex- 
changes, but Black's recaptures 
improve his pieces while White’s 
pieces just disappear. 


Continued on page 25 
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Krawfish’s Problem 
Korner 


By Kevin Begley 
In a “platzwechsel circe,” a 
captured unit (except kings) is 
“reborn” onto the square 
previously occupied by its 
captor (rather than annihi- 
lated, as they are in standard 
chess). There are many forms 
of circe. There is also the 
Equipollents Circe, where 
captured units (except kings) 
are reborn the same distance 
and direction (from the square 
of their capture) as the move 
which captured them, provid- 
ing the rebirth square is on the 
board and not occupied. 
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Solution from January issue: 
Platzwechsel circe 
Helpmate in 3.5 
Two solutions: 


A 

1.Bb2 Rhfl 
2.Bh8 Rf7 
3.Bxal(Rh8) O-O!! 
4.Bh7 mate 


Capturing h7 doesn't help, 
since it leaves bK in check 
after rebirth of white bishop! 

B 


1.Bf4 Radl 
2.Ba8 Rd7 
3.Bxhl1(Ra8) O-O-O!! 
4. Bb7# 


Capturing b7 doesn't help, 
since it leaves bK in check 
after rebirth of white bishop! 
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the California Chess Journal, why 
did you leave out the winners of 
quad one on page 12 (“220 Partici- 
pate in First CalChess Scholastic 
Quads of the School Year”)? I was 
one of them, as was Kimberly 
Anonuevo, so I feel a bit scandal- 
ized. 

Ryan Ko 


five- or six-player Swiss? When that 
happens, the wallcharts are pro- 
cessed a little differently, and I 
don’t always receive them. What- 
ever the case, thank you for 





Letters to the Editor 


Dear Editor: 


enabling us to give you and Kim- 
berly the recognition you deserve. 
—Ed. 


Dear Editor: 

The unidentified player in 
your page 10 photo (“Ridgecrest 
an Unlikely Ground for Scholastic 
Chess Dynasty”, November 2002) 
is Patrick Cooper, a fourth grader 
at Ridgecrest Charter School. And 
that's Brandon Zurn wearing the 
hat behind him, a third grader at 
Richmond Elementary School. 
Great picture! 


Dwight Morgan 


In the November 2002 issue of 


Was the top group run as a 


Join CalChess 


A one-year membership in the Northern California 
Chess Association brings you: 


e Discounted entry fees into CalChess tournaments 
e Six issues of the 


California Chess Journal 


Second runner-up in the Best Chess Magazine category, 
Winner of Best Analysis, Best Cartoon, Best Photograph categories at the 
2002 Chess Journalists of America awards competition 


Tournament reports and annotated games ¢ Master instruction 
¢ Scholastic news ¢ Events cal 


Regular memberships: One year 
Three years $41 


Scholastic membershes 
Family membership 


Name 


Address 


City 


Phone 
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The Instructive Capablanca 


An Exposed Knight on a5 


By Frisco Del Rosario 

The only thing that never, ever 
changes about a game of chess is 
that the players alternate moves. 
You move, she moves, you move, 
she moves—and therein lies the 
real secret to winning chess 
games. 

The secret to winning chess 
games is to cause one’s opponent 
to want to make two moves ina 
row. 

Set up a checkmate or some 
other position where one side is 
winning. Chances are that if the 
other player could make two 
moves in a row, it could save him, 
but the rules do not allow him to 
do that. 

In the earlier stages of the 
game—before the checkmate, 
before the pawn queens—the type 
of move that causes one’s oppo- 
nent to want to make two moves 
in a row is a double threat. 

The prime opportunity for 
making a double threat arises 
when our opponents leave a piece 
undefended or underdefended— 
that is, when they leave a piece 
exposed. 


1. e4 e5 2. re ieee 


Bl 
cous 
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7. Bd8 Bf2 8. Ke2 Bg4 


And to deliver a variation of 
Legal’s checkmate. 

So much of the beauty in chess 
is in the combination, a sequence 
of forcing moves, and all combina- 
tions are based on a double 
attack. Look for a double attack 
when your opponent exposes a 
piece. Very often in the open 
games, Black leaves a knight 
hanging on a5. 





Cleveland 1926 
White: J.R. Capablanca 
Black: E. Augustus 
Ruy Lopez 
1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 aé 4. 
Ba4 Nf6 5. 0-0 dé 6. Rel b5 7. 
Bb3 Na5 8. d4 Bg4 

Enabling White to execute the 
small combination best remem- 
bered from Morphy-Allies, Paris 
opera house, 1858. 8...Bb7 is 
better. 


9.de5 


Now if 9...de5, 10. Qd8 breaks 
the pin, followed by 11. Ne5. Black 
instead opts to lose a move. 


9...BF3 


~Black saw what was coming 
a, he might’ve interpo- 


11. Qc3 


center pawn. A fork 
on type of double 


Qe5 Qe7 


be pleased to ex- 
while he is ahead 
.Be7 is preferable. 


4. ab3 
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15. Bf4, which intends to take 
the c7-pawn for nothing, does not 
make a genuine threat. Even if 
White could make two moves ina 
row and play 15. Bf4 and 16. Bc7, 
16...Rfc8 plus 17...Rc2 greatly 
aids Black’s activity. 15. Bg5 isa 
good move in its own right, dis- 
abling the black knight, and 
ensuring an exchange of minor 
pieces in the future. 


15...Rfd8 16. Nc3 
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16...h6 


Sometimes chessplayers make 
such moves reflexively, but here 
Black definitely wishes to ques- 
tion the bishop. Will the bishop 
release its pin, or make d2 avail- 
able to a black rook? 


17. Bf6 


The aggressive, simplifying 
answer. 


17...Bf6 18. e5 


An ideal move. First, White is 
making the biggest threat he has 
available. Second, his el-rook 
gains scope, and so does his 
knight, which will further prevent 

..Rd2 after the centralizing Ne4. 
In the long term, the e-pawn is the 
potential passed pawn, which 
must be pushed, and it even 
advances to the right-colored 
square to hinder the enemy 
bishop. 
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18...Bg5 

To avoid an exchange, Black 
wil have to move the bishop again 
right away, SO 18...Be7 saved a 
move. 
19. Ne4 Be7 20. Red] 


White continues to look for 
more activity for his pieces. If the 
black rook leaves the d-file, 21. 
Rd7 follows. Black is therefore 
persuaded to exchange both 
rooks, greatly simplifying White’s 
task. 
20...Rd1 21. Rdl Rd8 22. Rd& 
Bd8& 


The poor bishop now finds 
itself on a fork. 


23. Nc5 


Before making this threat, 
White had to be certain that it 
could be carried out—that is, if 
24. Na6, Black must not have 
_.Bd6 available to corral the 
knight. 
23...a5 24. Nb7 Bg5 25. Na5 
Bcl 


In general, when we are one 
pawn ahead in an endgame, we 
should trade pieces, but not 
pawns. In this instance, White’s 
immobile pawn was the only 
defect in his position. 


26. Nc6 Bb2 27. f4 


When the opponent has a 
bishop of a given color and you 
don’t, wrote Purdy, place your 
pawns on squares of the same 
color as the opponent’s bishop, to 
limit its mobility. 27. f4 also 
frees the knight from the defense 
of e5 and prepares to make the 
white king active. 


27...Kf8 


Black also has to mobilize his 
king, but not by 27...f6 because 
White’s task of creating a passed 
pawn is done by 28. e6. 


28. Kf2 Ke8 29. Ke3 Bc3 


Black does what he can. In 
endgames of bishop against 
knight, the bishop should take 
squares from the knight. 29...Kd7 
30. Nd4 c6 31. Ke4 is about the 


same. 
30. Ke4 Kd7 31. Kd5 b4 
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32. £5 


Always heading for the short- 
est way to queen. White also 
avoids any counterplay resulting 
from: 32. KeS Bd2 33.15 (35. 83 
Be3 34. Kd5 Bg1) Bf4. 


32...Bd2 33. e6 fe6 34. fe6 Ke8 
35. Ke5 


Maybe by taking another 
avenue of attack, White is just 
giving Black a chance to err. 35. 
Kc4 would have won in time, but 
to remove the b4-pawn would free 
the bishop (which for now has less 
scope than the enemy knight) by 


relieving it of its defensive burden. 


After 35. Ke5, Black can sit tight 
by 35...Bc3 36. Kf5 Bd2 37. Kg6 
Bc3 38. h4 Kf8 39. h5 Ke8—White 
could fall back on rounding up the 
b4-pawn. 


35...g5 


Fatally weakening the h6-pawn. 


36. g4 

Holding both black kingside 
pawns in place. 
36...Bf4 37. Kf6 Bd6 

37...Bh2 38. Nb4 Bd6 39. Nc6o 
Bc5S 40. Kg6 Bf8 41. e7. 
38. h3 Bc5 39. Kg6 Resigns 


LERA Memorial Day Championship 
1994 

White: Clarence Lehman (2000) 
Black: Pat Howlett (1900) 

Kan Sicilian 


1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 e6 3. d4 cd4 4. 
Nd4 a6 5. Nc3 Nc6é 6. Be3 Nge7 
7. Nc6 Nc6 8. Qd2 b5 9. Be2 Bb7 
10. 0-0 Rc8 11. Rad! Na5 

According to Vladimir 
Pafnutieff, the combinational 
master who was one of San 
Francisco’s best players after the 
1930s, the most common posi- 
tional aspect to precede a combi- 
nation is an overworked piece. 
11...Na5 serves to overwork 
Black’s queen—she cannot guard 
the knight on a5 and the pawn on 
d7 at once. 


12. Bb6 Resigns 


Burlingame “hess Club Champion- 
ship 1993 
White: Len Robinson (1800) 
Black: Marco Magallona (1750) 
Bishop’s Gambit 
1. e4 e5 2. f4 ef4 3. Bc4 Qh4 4. 
Kfl Nc6 

At some point, Black has to 
play ...g5 because it's the f4-pawn 
that restrains White's queen 
bishop and both rooks. 
5. d4 Be7 6. Nc3 d6 7. Nf3 Qg4 
8. Nd5 Qd7 9. Bf4 Na5 10. Bd3 
c6 

Black exposed his knight on 
a5, and then blocked its retreat. 
11. Ne7 Qe7 12. b4 d5 13. ed5 
Qb4 14. Bd2 Qb6é 15. Qel 


White won. 


New York 1974 
White: Hope 
Black: Pickering 
Hungarian Defense 
1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Be7 4. 
d4 ed4 

The point to the Hungarian 
3...Be7 is that Black can hold his 
center now with 4...d6, but in- 
stead the game takes on a Scotch/ 
Goring Gambit flavor. 
5. ¢3 Nf6 6. e5 Ng8& 


6...Ne4 7. Bd5 Nc5 8 cd4 gives 
White some pull. 


Continued on page 26 
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Kolty Chess Club 
Campbell Gamble 
January 9-February 13, 2003 
Overall 
Frisco Del Rosario 5.5 
Alexander Levitan 4.5 
A 
Lev Feldman 4 

B 
William Johns A.5 
Elisha Garg 
C 
Leonard Annisimov 
Matthew Haws 
Under 1400 
John Millett 
Vishtasb Golshen 
Antonio Rabadan 
Under 1200 
Eugene Vityugov 
lris Kokish 
Yu Tai Wu 
Michael Liu 
Under 1000 
Rohan Sathe 
Tom Tien 
Chris Devon 





Kolty Chess Club champion 
Frisco Del Rosario won the club’s 
first tournament of the year—the 


Campbell Gamble, held Jan. 9-Feb. 


13—with a score of 5%-% 
Fred Leffingwell directed 75 
players in three sections. 


White: Alexander Levitan (2066) 
Black: Frisco Del Rosario (2040) 
Queen’s Gambit Declined 
1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 d5 4. 
Bg5 Be7 5. e3 0-0 6. Nf3 hé 
Capablanca omitted this move 
in his 1909 match against 
Marshall, but it costs an addi- 
tional tempo to play it later in 
answer to Bd3 and Qc2. 


7. Bh4 Ne4 


Lasker's Defense eases Black's 
cramped position somewhat with 
the exchange of two minors. 

8. Be7 Qe7 9. Qc2 Nc3 10. Qc3 

Among modern grandmasters, 
Yusupov is the leading champion 
of Lasker's Defense. His idea here 
was 10...dc4 11. Bc4 b6 with 
pressure on the long diagonal. 
10...c6 11. Bd3 Nd7 12. 0-0 dc4 
13. Bc4 Re8& 

Inaccurate because Black 
cannot play ...e5 next. 


14. Rad1 b6 


14...e5 15. de5 Ne5 16. Ne5 
Oe5 17. Qe5 Re5 18. Rd8 is win- 
ning for White. 
15. e4 Bb7 16. Rfel c5 17. d5 
ed5 18. ed5 Qd6 





This position was reached— 
without Rfel and Re8—in Denker- 
Vidmar, Groningen 1948. The 
question is whether Black can 
snag the d5-pawn before White 
can get to an ending and queen it. 


19. Re3 Re3 20. Qe3 Nf6 21. 
Nh4 Re8 22. Nf5 Qd7 23. Qf3 
Bd5 

It’s hard to imagine that White 
forgot his vulnerable back rank, 
but something was overlooked. 


24. Bd5 Qd5 


Editor Ambles through Kolty 
Club’s Campbell Gamble 


Black's threats to f3, dl, and 
a2 compel a helpful simplifica- 
tion. 


25. Qd5 Nd5 26. g3 Nf6 27. Ne3 
g6 28. Rd6 Kg7 29. Kf1 h5 

These space-gaining moves are 
typical, but in this instance it 
looks toward ...Ng4. 


30. h3 Ne4 
The second threat is .. 
31. Rd3 Re6é 32. Nd5 
White couldn't stop ...Rd6— 


whatever the move is worth—but 
Nd5 seems to make it better. 


32...Rd6 33. Ke2 Nf6 34. Nf6 
Re6 35. Kd2 Kf6 36. h4 Ke5 


A fuzzy move. Black wants to 
play ..:b5 hereabouts and follow 
with ...c4, but wasn't certain 
about Rd5 or Rd7. ...Ke5 just 
blows a tempo, and maybe the win 
is in doubt if White plays a4 and 
b3, which aims to force Black to 
trade two queenside pawns. 


37. Kc3 Rd6 38. Re3 Kf6 39. a3 
b5 40. b3 Ra6é 

The rook is going to e6, but 
forces White to lose a king move 
first. 


41. Kb2 Re6 42. Rf3 Ke7 43. Kc3 
Re2 44. a4 ba4 45. bad Re4 


Black's rook is ideally placed 
on the fifth rank. 


46. Kb3 Rb4 


Purdy said that the most 
important job for a rook in a rook 
ending is to take, because that 
fres the rook to do other work. 
The second most important thing 
for a rook to do, he said, was to 
cut off. White’s king is cut off. 


47. Ka3 f5 


...a5 was considered, freezing 
the a4-pawn, but the black pawn 


.Ng3. 


Continued on page 23 
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also stuck, and the problemof  S§S@qecramento Tactics Solutions 


activating the black king would 


stv seve? 1. The a4-knight has no re- 8. 1. Nf7! removes the guard, 
48. a5 Kd6é 49. Re3 f4 treat, so 1...b5! wins. and wins a pawn. 

Now the fight is brought to 2. White won material with 1. 9. 1. Bf6! threatens the dra- 
both wings, which favors the side C9 d5 2. Nd5 cd5 3. Bd5 Khé 4. matic 2. Rg5 hg5 3. Qg5 g6 4. Qhé6, 
with the more active rook. Ba8 Bao 5. Bg2. so Black tried to bring his queen 


3. The black queen works on back to defend by 1...0d3, but 2. 
50. Rd3 Kc6 51. RF3 fg3 52. fg3 two diagonals, first with the pin __e4 closed the line, and after 


Kb5 53. RF7 a6 54. RF6 Rg4 55. 1...Qc5, and then 2. Rel Rd3 3. 2...2f6 3. Rh5, Black resigned. 
rf3 Ka5 56. Kb3 Kb5 57. Ke3.a5 = Ne4 Be4 4. Rce2, and then 4...Ra3 
58. Kb3 a4 59. Kc3 Rb4 60. Kc2 wins the a4-pawn. 


Rb3 4. After 1...Ng4, White can Wa nt to Get 


White has the choice of play- lose material on 2. Be7 Ne3, or 2. 


fg4 Bh4 with threats to capture by 

ing a rook ending three pawns 

down, or a pawn ending one pawn ~  --:584 and ...Re3. the CCJ Leo rly? 
5. Before making a capture on 


down. 
d3 or playing ...c5 to attack the For the fastest chess news and 
61. Rb3 ab3 62. Kb3 c4 63. Kc3 IGE fink 5% pinned to d3, Black _ topical discussion, join the 
Kc5 64. Ke2 Kd4 65. Kd2 Ke4 prevented White's counterplay CalChess e-mail list at http:// 
More efficient is 65...c3 66. with Qe6 by 1...Ke6! amd then 2. groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
Kc? Kce4 67. Kcl Kd3 68. Kdl c2 Qe3 c5 3.Nc2 Qd3 reapedasmall calchess-members/join. When the 
69. Kel Kc3 70. g4 hg4 71. h5 g3 reward. CCJ goes to the printers, list 
72.h6 g2 73. h7 g1(Q) mate. 6. 1. Nd6 and 2. Nf7 is subscribers hear about the Por- 
66. Ke3 Kf3 67. Kc4 Kg3 68. straightforward. table Document version posted at 
Kd3 Kh4 69. Ke3 Kg3 70. Ke2 7 ae Of3! threatens 2. Of7 and £9 NESE SIBLE Da Area Bans 
) efore the paper copy reaches 
Kg2 71. Ke3 h4 72. Kf4 h3 73. CalChess members in the mail. 


Kg5 h2 74. Resigns 
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This Issue’s Obligatory Wing Gambit 





Did you ever leaf through 
Chernev’s 1000 Best Short Games 
of Chess and wonder to yourself: 
“Besides ‘Amateur’ and Paul 
Morphy’s dad, who’s losing all 
those miniatures?”? 

Eugene Delmar lost two of my 
favorites: 


New York 1896 
White: Teed 
Black: Eugene Delmar 
Dutch Defense 
1. d4 f5 2. Bg5 hé 

Annoyed by the pin which 
confuses the development of his 
kingside, Black questions the 
bishop. 
3. Bh4 g5 4. Bg3 f4 

The bishop is trapped now, 
but White answers a threat to 
capture with a bigger threat. 
5.e3 

Threatening 6. Qh5 mate. 
5...h5 

Clever, it seems. The rook 
guards h5, and if 6. ef4, then 
6...h4 snags the bishop again. 


6. Bd3 



















moves ahead of the anti-Cochrane 
idea!l—3...Nf2 cannot possibly 
succeed. 
5. Kf2 Bc5 6. d4 ed4 7. Rel Kf8 
8. Ne4 Bb6é 9. Qd3 d5 10. Qa3 
Kg8 11. Bd5 Qd5 12. Nf6 gf6 
13. Qf8 Kf8 14. Bh6 Kg8 15. Re8 
mate 

In spite of such immortal 
setbacks, Delmar was good 
enough to win the New York state 
championship four times, the last 
time in 1897. Even Capablanca 


could only win that once (in 1910). 


He also participated in the 1904 
Cambridge Springs tournament 
with greats like Lasker, Tchigorin, 
Marshall, and Pillsbury. Someone 
had to finish last—it was Delmar. 


Cambridge Springs 1904 
White: Eugene Delmar 
Black: Jacques Mieses 
Sicilian Wing Gambit 


1. e4 c5 2. b4 cb4 3. a3 ba3 4. 
Ba3 


Wing gambiteers often delay 
this capture, waiting for a posi- 
tional clue to determine which 
piece belongs on a3. If Black 
moves his king bishop along the 
=£8.diagonal, then Ba3 could 
empo by forcing the 
to move again. 
natural ...Qc7 will 
b5, or Na3-c4 will 


Ra3 if the minor 
etter employment 

d some of the most 
g Gambit games 

a3 and then a shift to 


sacrifice and his 
move 4 are 

his error. Any other 
ntrols the center and 
ment but doesn’t 
better. 
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. White might eventu- 


The Unforgettable Eugene Delmar 


5. Bf8 Kf8 6. Nf3 Ncé6 7. Bc4 


Another drawback to 4...e5 is 
that White can play it like an open 
game, while Black is saddled with 
holes at d5 and d6. 
7...d6 8. c3 QfF6 9. h3 Beé 10. 
Be6é Qe6 

Black has set himself up to be 
forked by d4-d5, and also by Nb5S- 
Chr: 

11. 0-0 h6 


White’s central advantage 
shows on 11...Nge7 12. d4 ed4 13. 
cd4 d5 14. e5, and his eventual 
expansion on the kingside will be 
very strong. 


12. d4 Nce7 13. de5 


Alert to the tactics, White 
recovers his pawn with advantage 
on 13...de5 14. Ra7. 


13...Nc8 


a 
ak 
Vs 

Li, 

had ye 





“iat 
x URG 
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14. Na3 


Developing the last minor 
piece while keeping the d-file clear 
for the queen, thus leaving Black 
with the option to lose a pawn by 
14...de5 15. Qd8 Qe8 16. Oe8 Kes 
17. Ne5, but that simplifying route 
might be Black’s best because he 
can start getting his pieces into 
play by 17...Nf6. 


14...a6 15. Nb5 Qd7 16. ed6 


Nf6 
Continued on page 25 
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Continued from page 24 

If 16...Qb5, then 17. d7 shows 
the pawn’s quirk of advancing to 
the seventh rank to make a double 
threat of capturing or promoting. 
17. c4 Nb6 

White’s lead in activity widens 
on 17...Ne4 18. Ne5 Qd8 19. Nf7 
Kf7 20. Qd5 Kf8 21. Qe4 Nd6 22. 
Nd6 Qd6 23. Qb7. 
18. Nc7 Rd8 19. c5 Nc4 20. e5 
Ne8 21. Qc2 b5 22. Na6é Rc8 23. 
Qe4 

A good centralizing move, 
ready to push a pawn to e6 or C6. 
23...Qe6 24. Rfel g5 25. Nd4 
Qd7 26. c6 Qd8 27. d7 Ra& 28. 
Nb5 

White allows himself a little 
joke. If 28...Ng7 to rescue the 
knight, then 29. c7 Qd7 30. Qa8 
makes anew queen anyway. 


28...Resigns 
Fresno County 


Championship 


Continued from page 18 


13. BfF5 Nf5 14. Re8 Qe8 15. 
Nd5 Ncd4 16. Qd3?? 

There’s trouble everywhere: 
16. Nd4 Nd4 17. Qd4 Qel mate or 
16. h3 Nf3 17. gf3 as in the game. 
16...Nf3!! 17. gf3 Qel 18. Qfl 
Bh2! 19. Kh2 

19. Kg2 Nh4 separates the 
white king and queen anyway. 
19,..Qf1 20. Nf4 Qf2 21. Ng2 
Qg3 

21...Nh4 22. Kh3 Qg2 23. Kh4 
g> 24. Kh5 (24. Bg5 hg5 25. Kh5 
Kg7 and 26...Rh8 mate) Oh3 is a 
pretty finish. 

22. Kh1 Qf3 23. BfF4 Ng3 24. 
Bg3 Qg3 25. Rf1 Rd8 26. Re- 
signs 

Continuing in the Fresno 
tradition of great upsets, a 586- 
point monster! 
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Grade Level 
Championship 


Continued from page 15 


on e7 means a stunt like 7. Ne5 
de5 8. Oh5 isn’t checkmate. 


7. Bb5 

Pinning the d7-pawn, which 
can’t move, so 7. Bc4 is better. 
7...a6 8. Bc4 b5 9. Bd5 Rb8 10. 
0-0 Qc7 11. Be3 Bb7 12. a4 

Creating another threat, and 
aiming to open the a-file for the 
rook. Black probably ought to play 
12...b4 13. Ne2 Nd5, closing the 
hole on d5 and keeping the lid on 
the a-file. 
12...Ra8 13. Bb7 Qb7 14. ab5 

White has won one pawn and 
threatens to capture another on 
d6. 14...ab5 runs into 15. Nb5!. 


14...0-0-0 15. Raé Qb8 16. Qal 
Nc6 17. Ra8 Qa8 18. Qa8 Nb8 
19. Ba7 Kc7 20. b6 


20. Nd5 wins the same way, 
and most thematically. 


20...Kc8 21. Qb8 mate 


SIGURD’ 


SCS/South Bay 
Team Match 


Continued from page 13 
10. d4 

The other downside to the 
quiet 9...0-0 is White’s emergence 
in the center. 
10...Bb4 11. Bd2 

White should probably go for 
1}. c3, ana 0 1%... 'NCs 12. pcs bcs 
13. Bd2 Bal 14. Qal), the material 
balance is bishop plus pawn for a 
rook, but White has lots of active 
pieces. 
11...Bd2 12. Qd2 Beé 13. 0-0-0 
Nd7 14. Nf3 Rc8 15. b3 

White will regret weakening 
the squares around his king. 
15...N7b6 16. Qc3 16...Nc4 17. 
bc4 Nf4 18. Qb3 Bc4 19. Qb2 
Ne2 20. Kb1 Rb8 21. Nd2 Rb2 
22. Kb2 Qb6 23. Nb3 Bb3 24. 
cb3 Nd4 25. Rd3 Rc8 26. Rel g6 
27. Rd2 Qb4 28. Red! Nb5 29. 
Kb1 Nc3 30. Kb2 Nd1 31. Rdl 
Qc3 32. Ka3 Rc5 33. Rd8 Kg7 
34. Ka4 Ra5 mate 


S CHESS 
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Master Endgame Play in 


Continued from page 4 


Black to move and win! The 
goal is to find the most forcing 
line. The rook endgame with the 
passed e-pawn is tempting, but 
White’s king is already situated in 
perfect defensive position in front 
of the pawns. Hence, Black has 
significant drawing chances in the 
rook endgame. 


37...RF5!! 


Pawn endgame anyone? 
Theory states that the player upa 
pawn in a pawn endgame usually 
wins. However, one of the excep- 
tions is when the extra pawn is 
doubled, which will happen after 
White captures the rook. In order 
to win, Black’s strategy utilizes 
two pawn endgame concepts: 

1) The use of tempo moves to 
force the enemy king to another 
square (three times!); 

2) the sacrifice of his extra f- 
pawn in order to win the opposi- 
tion. 


38. RF5 ef5 39. Kf2 Kd7 40. Kf3 
Ke6 41. Kf4 Kf6 








a mo 
a a a 

a “"s A", 
“aa a. 'e 





So far both kings have raced 
towards the action. Neither wants 
to surrender control of the g5- 
square to the other. 
42.h3 

The only move. 42. h4 h5 43. 
Kf3 Ke5 44. Ke3 f4 45. gf4 Kf5 46. 
Kf3 f6 and White surrenders the 
opposition. Also 42. Ke3 Kg5 43. 
Kf3 f4 44. ef4 Kh4 45. f5 f6 46. 
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Kf4 h6 47. Kf3 Kg5 wins the f- 
pawn. 


42...Kg6 


Not falling for 42...h5? 43. h4 
Kg6 44. Ke5 f6 45. Ke6 Kg7 46. 
Kf5 Kf7 and a draw. Black alter- 
natively could have played 42...h6 
43. Ke3 Ke5 44. Kf3 h5 45. Ke3 f4 
46. gf 4 Kd5 47. Kd3 f6 48. Ke3 f5 
49. Kd3 h4 with the opposition 
and a win. 


43. Ke3 Kg5 44. Kf3 hé! 


The strength of White’s 42nd 
move becomes clear, as 44... £4 
which Black would like to play is 
refuted by 45. gf4 Kf5 46. Ke3 and 
the h-pawn covers the g4 entry 
square. Hence, Black uses one of 
his tempo moves. 


45. h4 Kf6 46. Ke3 


Sacramento 


No better is 48. Kf4 h5 and the 
king has to return to the third 
rank. 


46...Ke5 47. Kf3 h5! 


Black uses a second tempo 
move in order to force the White 
king back to e3. Black is finally 
ready to deliver the final blow. 


A8. Ke3 fA! 


The nice part about having an 
extra pawn is that you can sacri- 
fice it back for a simpler position, 


A9. gf4 Kf5 50. KF3 £6! 


After a third tempo move, 
White’s king has to move again, 
allowing Black to penetrate and 
win one of the pawns and the 
game. 


51. Resigns 





Exploiting a Hanging 
Knight on a5 


Continued from page 21 


7. Qb3 NaS 8. Bf7 Kf8 

Now if 9. Qd5, then 9...c6, so 
the connection between queen 
and bishop is broken and maybe 
Black will win a piece! 

9. Qc2 Kf7 10. Qf5 Ke8 11. e6 
A double threat based on 
Black’s inferior king position and 
exposed piece. 11...de6 meets the 
ereater threat, but that’s not how 

greedy opponents think. 


11...Nc6 12. Qf7 mate 


Genf 1991 

White: Jurkovic 

Black: Zindel 

Ruy Lopez 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 ad 4. 
Ba4 Nf6 5. 0-0 Be7 6. Rel b5 7. 
Bb3 dé 8. c3 0-0 9. a4 Na5 10. 
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Bc2 <5 

10...Bg¢4, 10...Bd7, and 
10...Bb7 are all OK for protecting 
the rook on a8 so that the knight 
on a5 won’t be pinned. 


11. ab5 ab5 12. b4 





12...Resigns 
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Places to Play Send changes and new information to frisco@appleisp.net. 


Alameda 

Fridays 8-11 p.m., Sun. after- 
noons 

Javarama 

1333 Park Street 

Alameda 

(510) 523-2116 


Arcata 

Tuesdays 6:30-11 p.m. 
Arcata Community Center 
321 Community Park Way 
James Bauman 

(707) 822-7619 

Benicia 

Larry Whitlow 

(707) 642-4725 


Berkeley 

Fridays 7 p.m. 

Epworth United Methodist Church 
1953 Hopkins 

Alan Glasscoe 

(510) 652-5324 


Burlingame 
Thursdays 7 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Club 
990 Burlingame Ave. 
Tom Dorsch 

(650) 322-0955 


www.burlingamechessclub.com 


Campbell 

Thursdays 7- 11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Community Center 
Winchester at Campbell Ave. 
Fred Leffingwell 
fleing@cisco.com 

(408) 732-5188, (408) 526- 
7090 work 


Carmichael 
Mondays 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 


4701 Gibbons 


Fairfield 
Wednesday nights 
Fair Fix Cafe 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:30-11 p.m. 
Borders Books and Music 
Hans Poschmann 
hspwood2@home.net 
(510) 656-8505 


Fresno 

Carl’s Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar at Dakota 
Fresno 


(559) 275-0905 


Hayward 

9 p.m.-1 a.m. 

Nation’s Hamburgers 
Jackson at Santa Clara 


Hercules 
Au Cafe 
11 a.m. Sundays 


Humboldt County 
Bob Phillips 
(707) 839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 8 p.m.-midnight 
Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Building 415, Yosemite Room 
Charles Pigg 

(510) 447-5067 


Merced 
Fridays 6:30 p.m. 
Merced Mall Food Court 


Modesto 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Doctors’ Hospital Cafeteria 
1441 Florida Ave. 

John Barnard 

(209) 785-7895 


Monterey 

Daily except Mondays 
430 Alvarado St. 

Ted Yudacufski 

(408) 646-8730 


Mount Shasta 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Dick Bolling 

(530) 926-3608 


Oakhurst 
Saturdays 4 p.m. 
Cafe Baja 

40029 Highway 41 
(559) 642-6333 


Palo Alto 

Thursdays 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
Avenidas Senior Center 
450 Bryant St. 

(650) 327-2811 


Palo Alto 

Cafe La Dolce Vita 
299 California Ave. 
(650) 323-0478 


Paradise 

Tuesdays 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 

(916) 873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Henderson at Indiana 
Hans Borm 

(559) 784-3820 


Reno, Nevada 
Sundays and Thursdays 6:30 


p.m. 


2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
(775) 827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 

(775) 747-1405 


Richmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th at MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
POB 69 
Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesdays 5:30-10 p.m. 
Hart Senior Center 

915 27th Street 

John McCumiskey 

(916) 557-7053 (days) (916) 
428-5532 (eves) 
Sacramento 

Fridays 6 p.m. 

Hart Senior Center 

915 27th Street 


John Barnard 
(209) 785-7895 


Salinas 

Weekend afternoons 
Carl's Jr. 

1061 N. Davis Rd. 
Abe Mina 

(831) 758-4429 


San Anselmo 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza 

Red Hill Shopping Center 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd. 
Jim Mickle 

(415) 457-2719 


San Francisco 

Daily 

Mechanics Institute 

57 Post St., Fourth Floor 
John Donaldson 

(415) 421-2258 


San Francisco 

Fridays 6:30 p.m. 

Stonestown Chess Club 
Stonestown Senior YMCA Annex 
3150 20th Ave. 

Joan Arbil 

(415) 332-9548 


San Jose 

Tuesdays and Fridays, 12 noon-4 
p.m. 

Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Ave. 

Jerry Marshall 

(408) 267-1574 


Santa Clara 
Second Saturdays 2:15-6:15 


p.m. 
Mary Gomez Park 


Francisco Sierra 


(408) 241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Afternoons until closing at 6:30 
p.m. 

Sonoma Coffee Company 

§21 Fourth St. 

Peter Menetti 

(707) 869-5786 


Santa Rosa 

First and last Saturdays 
Rincon Valley Library 
6959 Montecito Blvd. 
Mike Haun 

(707) 537-0162 


Stanford 

Meets weekly during school year 
Michael Aigner 
maigner@stanford.edu 


Stockton 

Fridays 6-11 p.m. 

St. Andrews Lutheran Church 
4910 Claremont Ave 

Jacob Green 

(209) 942-2812 
jacobgreen@msn.com 
http://www.geocities.com/ 
jacobgreen87/STKNCHESS.html 


Stockton Delta Knights 
Sundays 1-4 p.m. 

First Baptist Church 

3535 N. El Dorado 

Jacob Green 
1-209-942-2812 

Visalia 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Borders Books and Music 
Mooney at Caldwell 

Allan Fifield 

(559) 734-2784 
hometown.aol.com/visaliachess/ 
myhomepage/profile. html 


Walnut Creek 

Tuesdays 6:30-10:30 p.m. 
Clvic Park 

Broadway and Civic 
Clarence Lehman 

(925) 228-3257 


Yuba City 

Mondays and Weds. 7-11 p.m. 
Carl’s Jr. 

Bridge St. and Highway 99 
Tom Giertych 

(916) 671-1715 
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Tournament Calendar 


Events marked with an star vx offer discounted entry fees for CalChess members, and/or the organizers are making a contribution ty 
CalChess from the entry fees. The California Chess Journal encourages participation in those events. 


Date Event Location CalChess 
March 15 3rd Max Wilkerson Open G/45 San Francisco 

John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 imjwd@aol.com 
March 16 St. Marks Scholastic Quads #6 San Rafael 

Ray Orwig, (510) 223-7073 rorwig@saintmarksschool.org 

March 22 Davis Scholastic Championship Davis ve 
John McCumiskey, 6700 50th St., Sacramento 95823-1306 (916) 428-5532, jmclmc@lanset.com 

March 22 KnowChess Scholastic Portola Valley 

Riley Hughes, 4019 Rector Common, Fremont 94538 (510) 623-1889 knowchess@aol.com 

March 23 MPJCDS Scholastic Quads San Jose we 
Dr. Alan Kirshner, 66 Indian Hill Place, Fremont 94539 (510) 657-1586, info@successchess.com 

March 29-30 Central California Chess Congress Stockton we 
March 29-30 2003 Stockton Scholastic Championship Stockton i 


Edison High School Chess Club, 1425 S Center Street, Stockton CA 95206, jacobgreen@msn.com 

See advertisement page 7 

March 29-30 2003 Western States Scholastic Championship Bakersfield ve 
David Huff, (661) 631-5870, www.youthchess.com, youthchessorg@aol.com 

See advertisement page 11 

April 5 Coastside Club Scholastic Half Moon Bay 

Naomi Hirayasu, njh820@yahoo.com 


April 12-13 3rd Walter Lovegrove Senior Championship San Francisco 

John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 imjwd@aol.com 
April 12-13 28th CalChess State Scholastic Championship Santa Clara we 
Richard Peterson, 1608 Saguaro St., Ridgecrest 93555 (760) 377-0061 ascachess@aol.com 

April 26 3rd Fresno Regional Scholastic Fresno Ww 
Allan Fifield, P.O. Box 27, Visalia 93279, (559) 734-2784, fifiela@aol.com 

April 26 imre Konig Memorial G/45 San Francisco 

John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 imjwd@aol.com 
May 3-4 California State Grade Level Championship Stockton we 
John McCumiskey, 6700 50th St., Sacramento 95823-1306 (916) 428-5532, jmclmc@lanset.com 

May 4 Visalia Spring Picnic Visalia Ww 
Allan Fifield, P.O. Box 27, Visalia 93279, (559) 734-2784, fifiela@aol.com 

May 16-18 CEA Grand National Scholastic Championship Disneyland we 


Richard Peterson, 1608 Saguaro St., Ridgecrest 93555 (760) 377-0061 ascachess@aol.com 


See advertisement page 17 
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Frisco Del Rosario 
FM Jim Eade 
Ryan Ko 

Timothy Ma 
Monty Peckham 
Mikhail Semionenkov 
Walter Wood 
Nicolas Yap 

Bud Setzepfandt 
Mark Shelton 
John Tu 
Founding Editor: Hans Poschmann 


CalChess Board 
Tom Dorsch 
Elizabeth 
Shaughnessy 
Secretary: Richard Koepcke 
Treasurer: Richard Peterson 
Members at Large: Michael Aigner 
Jim Eade 
Dr. Alan Kirshner 
John McCumiskey 
Chris Torres 
Carolyn Withgitt 
Scholastic Rep: Robert Chan 


The California Chess Journal is published 
six times yearly by CalChess, the Northern 
California affiliate of the United States Chess 
Federation. A CalChess membership costs 
$15 for one year, $28 for two years, $41 for 
three years, and includes a subscription to the 
California Chess Journal plus discounted en- 
try fees into participating CalChess tourna- 
ments. Scholastic memberships for students 
under 18 are $13 per year. Family member- 
ships, which include just one magazine sub- 
scription, are $17 per year. Non-residents 
may subscribe to the California Chess Journal 
for the same rates, but receive non-voting 
membership status. Subscriptions, member- 
ship information, and related correspon- 
dence should be addressed to CalChess at 
POB 7453, Menlo Park CA 94026. 


The California Chess Journal gladly ac- 
cepts submissions pertaining to chess, espe- 
cially chess in Northern California. Articles 
should be submitted in electronic form, pref- 
erably in text format. Digital photographs are 
preferred also. We work on a Macintosh, but 
articles and photographs created in lesser op- 
erating environments will be accepted at 126 
Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo CA 94402-2414, 
or frisco@appleisp.net. All submissions sub- 
ject to editing, but we follow the unwritten 
rule of chess journalism that editors shouldn't 
mess with technical annotations by stronger 
players. 


Editor: 
Contributors: 


Photographers: 


President: 
Vice-President: 
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CalChess Patron Program 


Recent financial problems at the USCF have impacted a variety of 
programs, including those which formerly provided some funding to 
state organizations. Traditionally, the USCF returned $1 of each adult 
membership and 50 cents of each youth membership to the state 
organization under its State Affiliate Support Porgram, but SASP was 
eliminated in 2001. This resulted in a $2,000 shortfall to the CalChess 
budget — its primary expense is production and mailing of the Califor- 
nia Chess Journal. Members of CalChess or interested parties who wish 
to support the quality and growth of chess in Northern California are 
encouraged to participate. Please send contributions to CalChess, POB 
7453, Menlo Park CA 94026. 
Gold Patrons ($100 or more) 
Ray Banning 
John and Diane Barnard 
David Berosh 
Ed Bogas 
Samuel Chang 
Melvin Chernev 
Peter Dahl 


George Koltanowski Memoriam 
Fred Leffingwell 

Dr. Don Lieberman 

Tom Maser 

Chris Mavraedis 

Curtis Munson 

Dennis Myers 


Jan, Menso and Robert DeJong Paul McGinnis 
Toni‘Derak Michael A. Padovani 
Mark Pinto 


Jim Eade 
Neil Falconer 
Allan Fifield 
Ursula Foster 


Sam and Hannah Rubin 
James C. Seals 
Dianna Sloves 


Mike Goodall Jim Uren | 
Alfred Hansen Kevin Walters and family 
Dr. Alan Kirshner Scott Wilson 
Richard Koepcke Jon Zierk 
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28th CalChess State Scholastic 








he 28th annual 
CalChess State 
Scholastic Champi 
onships drew 1,312 
players to the Santa 
Clara Convention 
Center April 12-13, making it the 
largest tournament ever con- 
ducted in Northern California. 
Organizer Richard Peterson 
awarded more than 400 trophies 


May/June 2003 


in 11 sections. Don Shennum led 
the staff of directors. 

Monty Peckham and Adam 
Lischinsky tied for first place in 
the high school division, and will 
face each other in a playoff to 
determine which goes on to 
represent Northern California in 
the Denker Tournament of High 
School Champions to be held at 
the U.S. Open in Los Angeles in 
August. 
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‘Championships the Largest 
Event in State History 











White: Nicolas Yap (2044) 

Black: Kimberly Anonuevo (1503) 
Ruy Lopez Delayed Exchange 
Notes by Nicolas Yap 


1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 aé 4. 
Ba4 


A rare move order designed to 
coax ...Nf6, and avoid Black's 
additional attacking prospects 
after 4. Bc6 dc6 5. 0-0 (if 5. Nc3, 
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CalChess Junior High School 
Champion Nicolas Yap Annotates 


then Black plays 5...f6 6. d4 ed4 7. 
Nd4 c5 8. Nde2 Qd1 9. Nd1 with 
an equal endgame) Bg4 6. h3 h5! 
7. d3 Qf6 8. Nbd2 Bd6 9. Rel Ne7 
10. d4 Ng6 11. hg4 he4 12. Nh2 
Rh2!. 


4...Nf6 5. Bc6 dcé 6. d3 Bg4 7. 
Nbd2 Bc5 8. h3 Bh5 





9. 0-0 


9. g4 Bg6 10. Ne5 doesn't work 
on account of 10...0d4, witha 
double threat on the knight on e5 
and mate on f2. White aimed to 
exploit the bishop in another way 
by 9. Nf1 Qe7 10. Ng3 Bg6 11. 0-0 
0-0-0 12. Nh4 Kb8 13. Qf3 Ne8 14. 
Nhf5 Bf5 beck’ aD: in} Ag. |e Krivec, 
Bled 2003 (-6, _ 


a 


















SES 


9...Qe7 @ A xs 


+ i eee 
Sees 
ee Se 


- Qe2 









a-file. 1 
ambitious: 1 
16. Ne5 elimin 


Nicolas Yap and Kimberly Anonuevo placed first and fifth, respectively, in the state junior 








high school championship. Drake Wang and Tyler Wilken are on Kimberly’s right. 


Photo by John Ty 





center pawn and opens the b-file 
for the rooks. 


14...Nh7 15. b4 g5 





16. a4 Qd7?! 


Black is not reacting quickly to 
the threats on the queenside. She 
should probably try to counter by 
pushing the f-, g-, and h-pawns to 


gain counterplay. White still has 
an advantage after 16...h5 17. Nd6 - 
cd6 18. b5 g4 19. hg4 cb5 20. ab5 
hg4 21. Q¢4. 

17. Qe3 


Threatening the invasion of 
Black's camp with ...Qa7. 


17...b5? 


This really weakens Black's 
king position, and loses two 
pawns. A possible improvement is 
17...b6 18. a5 g4 19. Nd6 Qd6 20. 
ab6 gh3 21. Qh3 Kb8. 


18. Qa7 Qe6 19. Qaé Kd7 20. 
ab5 cb5 21. Qb5 Ke7 22. Ne3 
Qd7? 

Loses another pawn. 
22...Rhe8 23. Qc6+-. 
23. Nf5 Kf8 24. Qd7 Rd7 25. 
Nh6é Nf6? 26. Bg5 Kg7 27. Nf5 
Kg6 28. Be3 Nh5 29. b5 Nf4 30. 


Continued on page 6 
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2003 State Scholastic Championship 
Individual Winners 


For complete individual results plus team scores, go to http://www.calchessscholastics.org/ResultsO3.html. 


K-12 Championship 
1-3. Monty Peckham 5.5 
Adam Lischinsky 
Jesse Cohen 
Erik Kislik a 
Benjamin Tejes 
Akash Deb 
Robert Chan 4.5 
Simion Kreimer 
Ben Haun 
Eric Tsai 
Jason Yun 
Elisha Garg 
Matthew Ho 
Wesley Chen 
Jovi Gacusan 
Michael Lum 
Ankit Gupta 
Anthony Hsiao 
K-12 Premier 
l Deepak Lal 6 
2-6 Anthony Gothard 5 
Hubert Lau 
Chris Lay 
Brandon Daniels 
Sumit Roy 

7-9 Yonah Berwaldt 4.5 
James Xiao 
Chris Powell 

10-20 George Wang 4 
Greg Sawka 
Tom DeSautels 
Jessy Custodio 
Doug Morrison 
Samuel Wu 
Brian Dao 
Jeffrey Lau 
Stephen Tsay 
Ilmar Benyamin 
Dane Shabellund 

K-8 Championship 

1-2 Nicolas Yap asad 
Tyler Wilken 

3-9 Daniel Schwarz 5 
Drake Wang 
Kimberly Anonuevo 
Ewelina Krubnik 
Kevin Walters 
Derek Tan 
Kevin Hwa 


4-6 


7-18 


10-17 A. Setzepfandt 4.5 5-14 Shubhangi Agrawal 5 4-8 
Phil Jouriles Erika Ho 
Daichi Siegrist Ryan Yu 
Kyle Hui Christopher Carter 
Bennett Blazei Adarsha Shivakumar 
Kent Quanrud Arjun Mody 9-25 
Mihir Pendse Stefan Portale 
Ahmad Moghadam Arun Varma 
K-8 Premier Erika 
1 Igor Cherny 5.5 Arakaki-Barbanica 
2-5 MorganCrowl 5 Steven Roston 
Austin Enloe K-6 Unrated 
Tim Tien 1-2 Jonathan Chang 6 
Quan Luong Andrew Nguyen 
6-19 Rui Lai 4.5 3-13 Jeffrey Zhang 5 
Andy Kim Sharen Fu 
Kimiyoshi Oshikoji Jesse Wu 
Trent Bowers Rohan Agarwal 
Daniel Foudeh Harrison Schwartz 
Calvin Lien Max Elisman 
Bill Jay Gali Adonis Nagma 
Nitin Gomatam Antonio Banuelos 
Jade Shi Justin Kingrey 
Christopher Uy Avinash Kumar ] 
Kimberly Tom Dan Cao 2-3 
Erika Carrillo K-3 Premier 
Daniel Fong 1-2  Puneeth Gadangi 5 4-8 
Ruida Su Gabriel Sanchez 
K-6 Championship 3-6 Saleem Karamali 4.5 
I Aviv Adler 6 David Yeghikyan 
2-5 Corey Chang 55 Jonathan Hsia 
Steven Zierk Jonathan Yesato 
Devin Abbott 7-17 Jacob Brinskele 4 
Jared Tan Jose Godinez I 
6-16 Michael Zhong 5 James Ho 2 
Samuel Shankland Apoorva Rangan 3-5 
William Connick Jackie Connor 
Kenneth Law Nikita Shenkman 
Andrew Yun Nikhil Narayen 
Mark Kokish Nathan Sowards 1 
Christopher Lin Rasta Musick 2-3 
Hayk Manvelyan Austin Lloyd 
Greg Bodwin Stephen Wang 
Shaun Tse K-3 Unrated 1 
Trevor Showalter 1-3 Partha Vora 5 2-3 


1-2 


3 


K-6 Premier 

Grace Lukach 6 
Varun Cidambi 
Shreyes Boddu 5.5 


Daniel Naroditsky 
Eaton Liu 


Arthur Liou 4.5 
Demetrios Boropoulos 
Benjamin Yang 
Johnny Vu 

Shrinivas Sivakumar 
Atsuya Tange 4 
Justin Tu 

Minkee Sohn 

Simon Coffin 

Thomas Zhang 

Bryan Wong 

Anirudh Jonnavithula 
Olivia Williams 
Shiven Srivastava 
Dillon Bookout 
Nicole Warmerdam 
Alex Grossman 

Anna Jaffe 

Kevin Tu 

Karen Zhou 

Rohan Mathuria 
Bryce Ito 
Kindergarten 
Hemang Jangle 5 
Andrew Zhou 4.5 
Jonathan Friedland 
Matthew Chan 4 
Nathan Zhang 

Soren O'Connell 
Venkat Subramaniam 
David Ho 


Blitz 7-12 
Nicolas Yap 10 
Andrew Smith 9.5 
Ben Haun 9 
Ben Tejes 
David Chock 

Blitz K-6 

Corey Chang 9 
Steven Zierk 8 
Shaun Tse 

Bughouse 
Robert Chan/Allen Tu 
Nicolas Yap/Ben Tejes 
Derek and Jared Tan 
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Marshall’s Gambit Strikes Again at 





Bf4 ef4 31. Nd6é Rd6é 


Now the endgame is simple 
since the minor pieces have been 
traded off. 

32. Ral Kg7 33. Ra6é Rb6 34. 
Rb6 cb6 35. c4 Rd8 36. Rdl Kf6 
37. d4 Ra8 38. Rcl Ke6 39. 5 f5 
40. ef5 Kf5 41. c6 Ke4 42. c7 Rc8 
43. h4 Kd4 44, Rc6 Ke4 45. h5 f3 
46. g4 Kf4 47. Rc4 Kg5 48. Kh2 
Kh4 49. h6 Kg5 50. Kg3 Khé6 51. 
Kf3 Kg5 52. Kg3 Kf6 53. f4 Ke6 
54. Rc6 Kd7 55. f5 Rc7 56. Rc7 
Kc7 57. g5 Kd6 58. Kf4 Ke7 59. 
Ke5 Kf8 60. Kd6 Ke8 61. Kc6 
Kd8 62. Kb6 Kd7 63. g6 Ke7 64. 
Kc7 Kf6 65. b6 Kf5 66. g7 Re- 
signs 


White: Luiz Uribe (1302) 

Black: Kimberly Anonuevo (1503) 
Ruy Lopez Marshall Attack 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 aé 4. 
Ba4 Nf6 5. 0-0 Be7 6. Rel 0-0 7. 
c3 b5 8. Bb3 d5 9. ed5 Nd5 10. 
Ne5 Ne5 11. Re5 c6 12. d4 Bdé 
13. Rel Qh4 14. g3 Qh3 15. Qd3 
Bg4 16. Qfl Qh5 


Y 


Gi 
_fex 





17. Bdl 


White returned the pawn in 
Ortega-Romanenko, New York 


nship 





1991, with 17. f3 Bf3 18.Nd2 Bg4 ee 
19. Ne4 Bc7 20. Nc5 (1-0, 62). | 


17...Bd1 18. Rdl f5 


Black's activity led to an 
advantageous endgame in Mrvova- 
Harastova 1993: 18...Rae8 19. Rel 
{5 20. Re8 Re8 21. c4 Nb4 22. Na3 
Re2 23. c5 Bc7 24. Be3 Rb2 25. h3 
Qe2 26. Qe2 Re2 27. Kf1 Ra2 28. 
Ra2 Na2, but drawn in 34. 


19. Qd3 f4 20. Na3 


20. Rf1 is the best defense, but 
it’s easy to prefer Black after 20... 
fo3021.f93 RI 22 O81 RI8 23: 
Qd3 Re8 24. Nd2 Rel. 
20...fg3 21. hg3 Rf3 22. Qe4 
Re8 23. Qh4 


x @ 


Ug 


high school division at this year’s state 
scholastic championship. He and his team- 
mates from Palo Alto High School won the 
team championship ahead of 36 other 
schools. Photo by John Tu 


Nd2 Nf6 5. f3 ef3 6. Ngf3 Nc6 7. 
Bb5 


7. C3 Bd6é 8. Bd3 Ng4 9. Qe2 
Ne3 10. Qe3 Ne7 11. 0-0 b6 12. 
Ne4 Bb7 13. Nd6 cd6 14. Ng5 Nd5 
15. Bb5 Kf8 16. Rf7 Kg8 17. Qe6 
Resigns, Johnson-Goodwin USA 





23...Rg3 24. fg3 Qd1 25. Kg2 
Re2 26. Kh3 Qfl 27. Kg4 Nf6 
28. Kg5 


28. Of6 Of6 29. BE4 Oe6 30. 1994. 
Kf3 h5 31. Bd6 Qg4 mate. 7...Bd7 8. a3 a6 9. Ba4 Bdé 10. 
Qe2 Qe7 


28...h6 29. Kg6 Rh2 30. Resigns 


In view of 30. Bh6 Qd3 31. 
Kg5 Kf7 32. Qh2 Qg6 33. Kh4 Oh6 
mate. 


10...Ne7 11. Bd7 Qd7 12. 0-0 
also gives an advantage to Black. 


11. 0-0 0-0 12. c4 b6 


Black can steal another pawn 


White: Kevin Hwa (1389) by 12...Nd4 13. Nd4 Ba4. 


Black: Vincent Sheu (1223) 13. b4? Qe8 

Alapin French 

Notes by Fritz 6 Again 13...Nd4. 
14. c5 


1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. Be3 de4 4. , 
Continued on page 22 
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Study Chess the Success Way This Summer! 


Our Program — 


e involves critical thinking 


e cultivates visualization 
skills 


¢ improves problem solving 
Skills 


e teaches concentration 
and self-discipline 


e rewards determination 
and perseverance 


e raises self-esteem 


e promotes good sports- 
manship 


¢ encourages socialization 
skills that extend across 
cultures and generations 


is fun! SUMMER PROG RAM 


WHERE AND WHEN — 
WEIBEL in Fremont, 45135 S. Grimmer JUNE 23-JULY 11 (no 7/4) 9 to Noon 





Beginners, Intermediate, Advanced, Tournament Level 

GOMES in Fremont, 555 Lemos Avenue JULY 14-JULY 25 10:30 to Noon 

Beginners, Intermediate + Advanced 

DOUGHERTY in Dublin, 5301 Hibernia Drive JULY 21-AUG 1 10:30 to 1 PM 

Beginners & Intermediate 

LA ENTRADA in Menlo Park, 2200 Sharon Road JULY 7-25 9 to Noon 

Beginners, Intermediate, Advanced, Tournament Level 

ARGONAUT in Saratoga, 13200 Shadow Mt. Drive JULY 21-AUG 15 2 to 5PM 

Beginners, Intermediate, Advanced + Friday Evening Tournaments open to all including non-camp members 
MONTA VISTA in Cupertino, 21840 McClellan Road AUG 4-15 10:30 to 1 PM 

Beginners, Intermediate, Advanced, Tournament Level 

JUNG SUWON in Milpitas, 107 Minnis Circle Saturday’s only from JUNE 21-AUG 23 1 PM to 2:30 PM 
Beginners, Advanced + Tournament Level 


Complete information available at: http://www.SuccessChess.com/Summer2003.htm! 
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De Guzman 





De Guzman, Donaldson Share First 
Prize at 30th Peoples’ Tournament 


30th Peoples’ Chess Tournament 


February 15-17, 2003 
Open 

Ricardo De Guzman 5 
John Donaldson 
Monty Peckham 4.5 

Expert 
Anthony Rozenvasser 4.5 
Jimmy Plumb 4 
Edward Perepelitsky 3.5 
Walter Wood 
Martin Marshall 
Steven Gaffagan 

A 
Rodell Mapp 
Philip Perepelitsky 
Kris MacLennan 
B 

Ramesh Mantri 
Stephen Kesti 
Oren Gazit 
Teri Lagier 

Reserve 
Santiago Canez 
Daniel Moglen 
Anton Ivanov 
Matthias Grabiak 
Shaun Tse 
Anyon Harrington 





International masters Ricardo 
<€-John Donaldson 








39 





















Anthony ozenvasser won the first expert prize at this year’ S Berkeley eoples 








Ourna: 





ment Photo by Bud Setzepfand 
1. e4 13...Qb4 

This game was the last round Black has an equal game. 
of the Peoples’ Tournament andI = yq_ p¢y 


knew that by winning I would be 
eligible for prize money. I knew 
the game would be hard since 
Matthew’‘s style of play is hard to 
beat, and he showed this by 
defeating me a couple months 
later in another tournament. 


1...g6 2. d4 Bg7 3. Nf3 d6 4. Nc3 


<6 5. h3 Nf6 6. Bd3 0-0 7. 0-0 
Nbd7 8. Bg5 e5 9. Rel Re8 10. 


Qd2 Qb6 11. de5 de5 12. a4 a5 


13. Bc4 


A An 
“5 ae 





ie f on 


SSSTP See, 1 TTT It ccc neee Jor 
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14. b3 Nb6 15. Bd3 (15. Bfl hé6 
16. Be3 Be6 with equal chances for 
both sides, but 17. Ne5 Nfd7 and 
Black is better) Nbd7 16. Bc4= 


14...Nc5 15. Qd6é Bf8 16. Qd2 
16. Qf6 Nd7 17. Na2 Qa4 18. 
b3 Qa3 19. Bcl Nf6 20. Ba3 Ba3 
Black is winning. 
16...Nh5 17. b3 f6 18. Bc4 Beé 
19. Na2 Qb6 20. Be6 Ne6 
At this point I was happy with 
my position. I can trade bishops 


and my pieces are better-placed 
for the ending. 


21. Be3 Bc5 22. Bc5 Qc5 23. Nel 
Nhf4 24. c3 

This creates a hole at d3 and 
severely weakens White’s pawn 
structure. Now all I had to do was | 
generate enough pressure. 
24...Red8 25. Qb2 Nd3 26. Nd3 
Rd3 27. Racl Rad8 28. Qc2 Nf4 
29. Red! 
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3 asa 
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29...Kg7 

Threatening 30...Rc3. 
30. c4 Qd6 

30...Q0b6 31. Rd3 Rd3 32. Rb1 
Nh3. White’s pieces are tied up. 
31. Rd3 Qd3 32. Nel Qc2 33. 
Rc2 Rdl 34. Kf1 Kf7 

34...Ng2 35. Kg2 Rel 36. Rd2 
Re4 is amore difficult endgame: 
37. Rd7 Kh6 38. Rb7. 
35. f3 Rb1 36. Rc3 Ke7 37. Re3 
Neé 38. Ke2 Rb3 39. Rb3 Nd4 
40. Kd3 Nb3 41. Kc3 Nc5 42. 
Nd3 Nd3 43. Kd3 Kd6 44. Kc3 
Kce5 45. Kb3 Kd4 46. Resigns 


White: Walter Wood (2000) 
Black: Anthony Rozenvasser 
(2120) 
King’s Indian Defense 
Notes by Walter Wood 
1.d4 

This critical round 5 game was 
my only loss in this tournament. 
Rozenvasser went on.to draw in 
the final round for clear first in 
the expert section. 
1...Nf6 2. Nf3 dé 3. c4 g6 4. Nc3 
Bg7 5. e4 0-0 6. Be2 e5 7. 0-0 
Nc6 8. d5 Ne7 9. b4 Ne 10. c5 
f5 11. Qb3 

11. Ng5, 11. Ba3, and 11. a4 
are also played. 


11...Nf6 12. Nd2 f4 


A novelty.12...Kh8 has been 
played. 


13. Ba3 g5 14. Rfd1 g4 15. f3 
Ng6 16. Nc4 h5?! 


During the game I thought this 
was probably a mistake. 


17. b5 Ne8 18. b6 cb6 19. Nd6 


Nd6 20. cd6 gf3 21. BF3 Bg4 22. 
Nb5 Nh4 
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23. Kh1? 


For some reason I did not even 
consider 23. Bg4!, but it gives the 
e6-square to the white knight: 
23... hg4 24. Nc7 and White would 
be winning. 
23...Rf6 24. Nc7 Rb8 25. Ne6é 

25. Racl was also good. 
25...Qe8 26. Ng7? 


This was a critical moment of 
the game. I thought Black was 
threatening ...Be6, when in fact 
this was an imaginary danger. 
Rozenvasser pointed out 26. Racl1! 
immediately after the game, and 
White would be winning after 26... 
Be6? 27. de6 Re6 (26...Qe6 28. d7) 
28. d7!+-. 


26...Kg7 27. Rac] Qg6 28. Rg! 






number is (831) 646-8730. 


Monterey Chess Center in 
Trouble; Needs New Stairs 


The second-oldest chess club in the Bay Area, the Monterey 
Chess Center lost its lease in May after city officials enforced an 
ordinance that required the building’s owners to rebuild its rear 
stairway. Club director Ted Yudacufski said that an engineer esti- 
mated that the stairs could be built for $10,000, but if a benefactor 
or group does not step in, the club would fold. The club’s phone 


Rg8 29. Bb2 Qg5 30. Qc3 Ng6é 
31. Bg4? 

I had about five minutes to 
make the time control at move 45 
and had a brief hallucination 
about a successful advance of the 
d6-pawn. 31. Qa3!? is to be con- 
sidered. 


31...hg4 32. Qc7 Rf7 33. d7 Rd8& 
Ending the hallucination. 
34. Qb7 Rdd7 
34...Rh8! 35. Rc8?? Rh2! 
35. Qc6 Rd8 36. Rc2 g3 37. h3 
Rh8 38. Qe6 Rh5 39. d6? 
39. Rf1!? 
39...Nf8 40. Qc8 


In the time pressure I almost 
played 40. Qg4?? but my game 
collapses anyway. 


40...Qf6 41. Rdl 

41. Qg4!? 
41...Nd7 

Black has a decisive advantage. 
42. Rc7 f3! 

Now there is nothing I can do. 
43. Be5 

Admitting defeat, but played 
to reach time control. 
43...Re5 44. Rd2 f2 45. Rcl f1(Q) 
46. Resigns 

In summary, I had my chances 
to win, but tactical lapses led to 
missed opportunities at moves 23 
and 26. After that, the trend of 
the game and the clock situation 
turned in Rozenvasser’s favor, 


who went on to a well-deserved 
win. 
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This Issue’s Obligatory Wing Gambit 


Vinay Bhat and Uri Andrews Tie for 





First at San Leandro Swiss 


San Leandro Swiss 


White: Bill Grasberger (UNR) 13...Bf3 14. gf3 Nf4.15.Qe3 


kabivery 23; 2008 Black: Ryan Ko (1387) 0-0 ; 
Open inlidar'e Defence Tempting White with the a7- 
Vinay Bhat ao AS pawn. 


actos. Annotations by Ryan Ko 


ete 1.6% 65 2. NfSd6.3,6c4954.d3 '6 G97 RI6:17. Bad 
eee ee 2.5 $100 Be7 5. Nc3 c6 White can aim at the spear- 
: head of Black’s attack by 17. Qa8 
Robert Chan 2 $40 Preparing a thrust tod5 witha 167148 
tee £20, | c7 18. QaS Kb8 19. Ne2. 
Thys DeGroo massive pawn center. 
Jacob Lopez 6. Bd2 17...Nb8 


Reserve I love retreating moves that 
AlexBessonov 4 $100 cae Bae Pee attack! If 17...ba6, 18. Na4 threat- 
Andrew Ringlein 3.5 $80 ep Hed ee ee bho ens 19. Nb6 while the d7-knight is 

q Ls pinned, and then 19...Re8 19. Qa6 


Ramesh Mantri 





Under 1800 6...Nf6 7. Qe2 fe4 8. de4 Bg4 Kc7 20. Qa7 Kc8 21. Oa6 Kd8 22. 
Rodell Mapp | 3 $50 Black sees ...Rf8 coming to hit Qa8 is a perpetual. 
Brian ues 2.5 $45 f3. 18. Bc4? 
Ree py an 35 $100} 9-895 Nbd7 10. Rdl It’s all over now. Better to 
Igor Roussinov Is there anything wrong with sacrifice on b7. 
Walter Churchill 4, Sis castling? White’s kingside is under 18,..Rh6 19. Na4 Rh2! 20. Kh2 
Jossy Chalissery pressure, so go the other way with Qh4 21. Kg1 Qg5 22. Kh2 Qg2 
Alberto Calderon 10. 0-0-0!. mate 

Under 1400 10...Rf8 11. 0-0 desta we ns Oreste etree ree 
Ryan Ko ed eT ee 
foe er White's king is out of the White: Clarence Lehman (1979) 

frying pan and into the fire. Black: Ron Cusi (2357) 
It was a day for the kids at the _11...Nh5! 12. Be7 Qe7 Sicilian Wing Gambit 
San Leandro Swiss held Feb. 23 in 1.e4 5 2. b4d5 


San Leandro. International master 
Vinay Bhat, ranked fourth in the a en fdino White with a f : 
U.S. under the age of 21, tied for a ri ee RL each 


. , aed WY options. | 
first place with expert Uri 1" 3 a 7 
Andrews, who is 15th among 17- ae « 3.ed5 


year-olds, and who finished ahead mate ay » Black probably gained a bit of 
of three other masters in the open clock time while White considered 
section. Ben Haun and Robert lines like 3. bc5S de4 (3...e5!?) 4. 


Chan, the 22nd- and 29th-ranked Nc3 Nf6 5. £3 e5 6. fe4 Bc5, which 
17-year-olds, respectively, earned looks pretty good for Black. 
two of the top expert prizes. 

In the Under 1400 division, caus foe | 
high schooler Teresa Haun and White steers for a transpost- 


An unusual move order, 





junior high school student Ryan fon into the most familiar con- 

Ko shared the top prize. 13. Kh! tinuation, but he had to ponder 4, 
Hans Poschmann directed 64 x f Ne3 Qe5 5. Be2 cb4 6. d4, as in 

players in three sections. The ecessary to prevent 13...Bf3  Faccia-Botsari, Aosta 1998. 


14. gf3 Nf4 15. Qe3 Qg5 with mate 


to follow. 4...cb4 5. a3 e6 


event shared the building with the 
Alameda County High School 


Championship. 
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Most common are 5...e5, 
keeping the bishop free, and 
moving the bishop with 5...Bg4. 

6. ab4 Bb4 7. c3 Be7 8. Na3 Nc6 
9. Nb5 Qd8 10. d4 Nf6 11. Bd3 


0-0 


Uy 
Zi 


Zp 





12. h4 


Lamothe-Sursock, Novi Sad 
1990, was about the same: 12. Bf4 
a6 13. Bc7 Qd7 14. Bg3 Nd5 15. h4 
{5, but White’s king safety suf- 
fered from 16. c4 Bb4 17. Kf1l Nc3 
18. Qb3 Ne4 19. Bf4, and then 
Black took the center with 19...e5 
20. c5 Kh8 21. Be4 fe4 22. Ne5 
Ne5 23. Nd6 Rf4 24. Qb4 Nd3 25. 
Qb6 Rf2 26. Kgl Rg2 27. Kg2 Qg4 
0-1. 
12...a6 13. Bf4 Nd5 14. Bh7 


White will find that he has 
rushed in too soon, but Black is 
still well placed after 14. Bg3. 


14...Kh7 15. Ng5 Kg8 16. Bc7 


One prerequisite for a success- 
ful Greco sacrifice on h7 is that 
the defender must not be able to 
defend h7 by ...Nf6 (in rarer cases 
by ...,Bf5, and see Black’s 19th 
move). In this instance, 16. Oh5 
Nf6, and White is about done. 


16...Qd7 17. Be5 


17. Qc2 would be better, and 
then Black wouldn’t play 17...Nf6, 
because 18. Be5 gives the bishop 
some real function, but maybe 
17...g6 18. Bg3 e5. 


17...Ne5 18. de5 Qb5 19. Qh5 
Qd3 
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The intrepid Clarence Lehman. | Photo by Mark Shelton 





Black rejected ...Bg5 because 21. Rd3 Nh5 22. g3 f6 
hg5 brings two white units—pawn 22. g3 shut out the knight, so 
and rook—into the attack. ...Qd3 22...{6 breaks the bind, and ...fe5 
is surprising and strong—Black would make room for the f8-rook. 
might deliver checkmate first. 23. Nf3 Rd8 24. Rad! Rd3 25 
20. Rh3 Nf4 Rd3 a5 26. Kd1 b6 27. ef6 Nf6 


White made a threat, towhich 28, Nd4 Bd7 29. <4 a4 30. Kcl 
Black replied with a bigger threat, 331. Kb1 e5 32. Nc2 Bf5 33. 


...Ng2 mate, and an equal threat Rd2 Bb4 34. Re2 a2 35. Kb2 Bc2 
to take on h5. Resigns 
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Fighting with the Ghost of 





Capablanca’s Favorite 


By Mikhail Semionenkov 


f you are fond of 
Capablanca’s art, you 
probably know that struc 
tures with pawn distribu 
tion on the wings as 3+3 
vs. 44+2, with four pawns 
on opponent’s kingside, were 
among Capa’s favorites. 

Thanks to the third world 
champion, we know the basic 
point behind that love: pushing 
the e- and f- pawns is much more 
committal than the same opera- 
tion with the b- and c- pawns, for 
the former uncovers the king’s 
position. That’s why 
the great Cuban often collapsed 
without any counterplay. 





One can find a fine example of 


that strategy, with instructive 
notes, in Frisco Del Rosario’s 
article “Using Favorite Games as a 

Guide to Playing the Middle and 
End Phases” (California Chess 
Journal, November/December 
2002). We may also remind that 
Capablanca effectively exploited 
the same strategy with Black: see, 
for example, Marshall - 


opponents of 


Capablanca, match game 43,4909. 


SS pla’ iS. 


Evans 

Frankly, I didn’t consider 
myself as a favorite in this game, 
but I always tell my daughters 
before tough games: “No matter 
how strong your opponent, your 
chances are always above zero. 
Trying hard, you may, or you may 
not, realize your chances, but it’s 
the only way toward a positive 
result. Considering yourself prey 
from the very beginning, you just 
waste your valuable opportunity 
to learn from the game witha 
more experienced partner’. 

Keeping that in mind, I faced 
one of the strongest Bay Area 
players: FM Bela Evans. That day it 
was my turn to follow my own 
advice. 
1. Nf3 d5 2. g3 b6 3. Bg2 Bb7 4. 
0-0 Nd7 5. d4 e6 6. b3 Bdé 7. 
Bb2 Ne7? 


A positional mistake, said 
Evans. 
8. Nbd2 0-0 9. e4 de4 10. Ng5 
Nf6 11. Nde4 Ne4 12. Ne4 

























The “X-ray” from Bg2 is ex- 
tremely unpleasant. Black has to 
pay the price for 7...Ne7. To avoid 
trading Bb7 for the knight, he 





Rb8 13. c4 Ng6 14. f4 Qd7 
Rh5 Be7 
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Avoiding the weakening of the 
light squares with 15...h6. 


16. Rad! 

White could open the f-file 
with 16. £5, but the threat is more 
dangerous than its execution. 





Here is the first critical point 
in the game. Defending a difficult 
position we are often active when 
we should stay patient, and 
passive when we should act. Many 
games are lost not because of 
particular moves but poor princi- | 
pal choices, sometimes even 
without realizing that. The ques- 
tion is always: What kind of 
position are we defending right 
now? 


16... F52!!? 


A very obligating move. I 
didn’t know then, and neither do! 
now whether that move-or that 
approach, to be precise-was 
correct. The last thing I am going 
to do is base my judgment on the 
result of the game: it could follow 
another path and the result could 
be different. 

So, the minuses of 16...f5 are 
heavy and obvious: two perma- 
nent weaknesses on e5 and e6. 
What are the pluses? There are a 
number of them, though they are 
not as evident as the minuses. 
First, the knight is pushed out of 
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e4, Second, and probably most 
important, the terrifying “X-ray” 
of Bg2 is eliminated, freeing a 
significant part of Black’s forces: 
Bb7, Rb8, and Qd7. Third, with 
the exchange of the bishops, 
White’s king is less protected. 
Fourth, the pawn on f4 is blocked. 
Finally, Black’s king is allowed to 
participate in the battle via f7. 
After all, what inspired me to 


Bf6 19. Nf3), the queen is out of 
the game. The position of the 
queen is rather awkward also, and 
even dangerous (BE), after 17. Ng5 
Bg5 18. Qg5. The retreat chosen 
leads the knight out of the game, 
so it looks like I overlooked one 
important plus of 16...f5-it dis- 
rupts the harmony of White’s 
queen and knight. I consider it as 
a bonus for determination to test 


structure). 

On the other hand. with ...c6, 
where can | place my queen? It 
should protect e6, and that leaves 
only c8 and d6, but the prospec- 
tive battery ...Rd8+...Rd7 looks 
ugly with ...Qd6. Aha, the queen 
belongs on c6, protecting e6, e8 
(in case of pressure on the e-file), 
and d5. Plus, it’s putting some 
pressure on White’s kingside. Not 


test the so bad. 

move? In 19... Rbd& 

modern chess No matter how strong your opponent, your aed 

it's quite é 

Fasunon idea chances are always above zero. ane 
Gg Cc 


to allow a 
weak square in your positions for 
pluses of different kinds but 
probably deep in my mind it was 
Bernstein-Capablanca, Moscow 
1914, where the future world 
champion “sacrificed” d4 for 
other advantages. 
17. Nf2 

A result of tough choice: the 
knight belongs on f3 where it 
protects d4 and attacks e5 and g5, 
but after (17. Nd2 Bg2 18. Kg2 
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The Finest Staunton Chess 
Sets Ever Produced 


Antique Chess Sets Also Available 


For your free color catalog, 
send $2 postage to 
362 McCutcheon Lane 
Toney, AL 35773 


(256) 858-8070 
: (256) 851-0560 fax 
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the move. 
17... Bg2 18. Kg2 Bf6 19. Qe2 

I needed to define further 
development, especially of the 
queenside. The c-pawn doesn’t 
look in place but where should it 
be? On c5? I positively dislike that 
idea, eliminating the only weak- 
ness in White’s position-d4-and 
enabling White to use 
Capablanca’s “help” too much 
(approaching a 3+3 vs. 4+2 pawn 


Chess Sets 


By the House of Staunton 


Sole U.S. Distributor for Jaques of London 
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Philidor wouldn’t be pleased, 
but “If you think the move is 
good, do it!” (Capablanca). 
21...Qc6 looked ugly, Evans said 
after the game, “but actually the 
queen did a great job there.” That 
explains why White didn’t try to 
prevent that move with Of3. 

22. Rd3 Kf7 23. Red1 Rd7 24. 
Qc2 Ne7 25. R1ld2 Red8 26. Qdl 
g6 


Continued on page 14 
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Evans-—Semionenkov, 2002 
CalChess State Championship 


Continued from page 13 
Against Qh5. 
27. Qe2? 


During moves 12-16 1 worked 
hard to resolve positional issues 
and prepare a draft of the posi- 
tion now on the board. I spent 
most of my time there, and now I 
had just few tens of seconds for 
the last four moves before time 
control. My partner definitely did 
not expect any activity of mine, 
but a bomb was already in my 
hand. Remember the old good 
saying: “Use the time of your 
opponent to design your plans”? 

Though I was in serious time 
trouble, I had enough time to 
think about ideas, for Evans took 
a solid approach, not rushing just 
because of my time shortage. 

First, I realized that, most 
probably, I would “run out of 
moves” before time control. 
Second, more scary, I needed to be 
prepared for sudden change of 
pawn structure. I felt that Bela 
was not going to change the pawn 
structure before time control, but 
he could realize that that was his 
best practical chance: I could 
simply collapse on time. 

So, I examined the pawn 
structure carefully, and found a 
second weakness in White’s 
position. Because of the careless 
Qe2, an opportunity to attack 
another weakness was granted: 


On the Cover 


John Tu pictured Monty 
Peckham at the state scholastic 
championships in April, where 
Peckham won the high school 
section. Two months earlier, he 
finished third behind interna- 
tional masters De Guzman and 
Donaldson at the Peoples’ Tourna- 
ment in Berkeley. 
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27... b5! 


“Excellent move!” (BE) I re- 
ceived another bonus for playing 
the “ugly” Qc6, and not “hearing” 
the French maestro Philidor: the 
attack of c4 is terribly effective 
now. White lost the battle for d5. 
28. d5? 


Rather emotional. Sometimes a 
psychological effect of sudden 
change of decorations is more 
destructive than an objective 
tactical or positional effect. 
Presumably, that is the case here: 
28. c5, though very unpleasant to 
play, looks more reliable, leaving a 
lot of game ahead. 


28... ed5 29. cb5 Qb5 30. Bfé 
Kf6 31. Qe5 Kf7 32. Re3 Qb6 
33. Nd3?? 


Collapse. The Re3 was already 
“under control”, and now the rook 
is pinned. Once you know your 
target, it’s much easier to find the 
combination: 


33... Nc8! 


That elegant retreat finishes 
the game: there is no defense 
against ...Re7. For the second time 
in the game, disharmony-mainly 
between the queen and the knight- 
appeared on the board, and this 
time with fatal effect. 


34. Nc5 Qc5 35. Resigns 
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Ironically, the white knight, 
once shining on e4, turned out to 


be the main troublemaker, dying 


without glory and benefits to its 
own army, while poor and modest 
Black’s Ne7, never reaching even 
the fourth rank, turned out to be 
the main hero, threatening to 
occupy d5 and retreating deci- | 
sively to the last rank. 

Alekhine once complained that 
his partners restricted his art by 
their narrow horizons. Though on 
a much lower level, I feel some- 
times the same. That time strong | 


player and noble sportsman, Bela 


Evans, really helped me create one 
of my bests. And finally here is 
the time for advice of my own, 


which I learned from the game: 


1. With the advantage, check | 
counterplay of your partner 
carefully. 

2. Playing against mobile 
pawns, check whether they really 


intend to move. One without such 
intention is probably your target. 





Want to 
Get the CC) 


Sooner? 


For the fastest Northern 
California chess news and topical 
discussion, join the CalChess e- 


mail list at http:// 
eroups.yahoo.com/group/ 


calchess-members/join. 

Also, when the CCJ goes to the 
printers, list subscribers hear 
about the Portable Document 


version posted at calchess.org/ 
journal.html weeks — or even a 


freaking month — before the 


paper copy reaches CalChess 


members in the mail. 
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Timothy Ma Wins Alameda County High School 
Championship, Arkajit Dey Wins Junior HS Title | 





Alameda County High School 
and Junior High School 


Championships 
February 23, 2003 
High School 
1-2 Timothy Ma 4.5 
Varun Behl 
3-4 Sam Petty 4 
Ravi Verma 
5 Lawrence Wang 3.5 
Teams 
1-2 Berkeley HS 13 
American HS 
3 Emery HS 11.5 
Junior High 
1-2 Arkajit Dey 4 
Clayton Chan 
3-4 Kyle Hui 3:5 
Andrew Yun 
Teams 


1 Cesar Chavez Middle 9.5 
Castro Valley Middle 5 


Timothy Ma of Mission San 
Jose High School in Fremont won 
the Alameda County High School 
Championship held Feb. 23 in San 
Leandro. Arkajit Dey won the 
junior high section. 38 players 
participated. 

Berkeley High School and 
American High School of Fremont 
tied for first place in the team 
competition, and according to 
tournament director Dr. Alan 
Kirshner, the teams remained tied 
through six different tiebreaking 
procedures. 


White: Timothy Ma (1494) 
Black: William Bautista (UNR) 
Evans Gambit 

Notes by Timothy Ma 


1.e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Bc5 4. 
b4 Bd4 


Since White intends to play 5. 
C3 with a gain of time anyway, 
Black should accept the gambit by 
4...Bb4. 


5. ¢3 Bb6 6. 0-0 Nf6 7. d4 ed4 8. 
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tne 9 Sin OO Sees 


Arkajit Dey won the Alameda County junior high school chess championship in February 
ahead of 12 other players, then ran into 130 other contestants at the state junior high 
championship in April and earned 44th place. Photo by John Tu 





e5 Ne4 9. cd4 0-0 


Better is 9...d5 10. ed6 Nd6 
11. Bd5 Ne7. 


10. Bd5 
Preventing ...d5. 
10...Nf2 


The only capturing move the 
trapped knight can make. 


11. Rf2 d6 12. Bc6 bc6 13. Bg5 
f6 


Better is 13...0d7. 


14. ef6 gf6 15. Bh6é Re8 16. 
Nbd2 d5 17. Qc2 Bg4 


1 7... ere 
18. Qc6 Bf3 


Should have played 18...Re6 to 
drive the queen back. 


19. Nf3 Kf7 20. Rd1 a5 21. Khl 


Unnecessary and puts the king 
in some back rank danger. 


21...ab4 22. Ng5 





22...Kg6 23. Rdf1 

Better is 23. Qc2 Kh5 24. ¢4 
Kh4 (24...Kg4 25. Of5 Kh5 26. Nf7 
Kh4 27. Rf4 mate) 25. Rg2 Bd4 26. 
Nf3 Kh3 27. Rg3 mate. 
23...Kh5 24. Nh7 

An improvement is 24. Nf7, 
threatening 25. Rf5 then 26. R1f4 
mate. 
24...Kh6 25. Rf6 Kh7 26. Rf7 
Kg8 27. Qg6 Resigns 
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Unrated Players Make Up Nearly 


Half of Gomes Scholastic Quads 


The Gomes Scholastic Quads 
held March 8 in Fremont attracted 
240 players to 59 quadrangular 
(and a few larger) sections. About 
half the players were unrated, said 
chief director Dr. Alan Kirshner. 





White: Tiffany Zhong (720) 
Black: Aditya Srinivasan (735) 
Center Game 


1. e4 e5 2. d4 Nc6 


White will gain some spatial 
advantage now by 3. de5 or 3. d5. 
After the more aggressive 2...ed4, 
White would still achieve some 
extra space—most likely the e4- 
pawn against a d6-pawn—but then 
White has to spend some time 
recovering the pawn. 


3. de5 f6 


More spirited than 3...Ne5 4. 
f4. 


4. ef6 Nf6 5. e5 


Throwing the material advan- 
tage away. Any minor developing 
move to guard the pawn—5. Nc3, 
5. Bd3, 5. Bg5—is an improve- 
ment. 


5...Ne5 6. Q@e2 Bb4 
More than returning the favor 
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Dr. Alan Kirshner (back to camera) addresses the troops in the Gomes Elementary School 
gymnasium. The gym is right next door to the science lab on the Gomes grounds, and the 
science lab is where the Gomes chess club meets on Thursday afternoons—a difficult room 
in which to keep one’s concentration when a crowd is screaming at a basketball game. 
Next page: Robert Chan coaching the game outside the gym. Photos by Mark Shelton 





White cannot even answer 14. Nc3 
because the bishop is loose on f4. 


13...Rc4 14. Nd4 d6 
It seems Black overlooked the 


19. ed8(Q) Rd& 20. Bc7 


20. Nd5 should leave Black 
without a chance. 


20...Rc8 21. Bd5 


Now 21. Nd5 is even better, 
making a direct threat to b4, and 
another discovery looms. 


21...Kh8 22. Rhel 


White’s turn to self-pin, but it 
was too much fun to develop the 
last piece with the trap 22...Rc/ 
23. Re8 in mind. 


22...h6 23. BF4 dc3 24. bc3 Bc3 
25. Re7 Bb4 26. Bb7 Ba3 27. 
Kb1 Rf8 28. Red7 


Sometimes the mistakes just 28. Re4. 

f bunches, but thisoneis 28... Rf4 29. Rd8 Kh7 30. g3? 
fathom. About to lose his Rh4 31. Kal Rb7 32. g4 Be7 33. 
lack puts his knight on a Re8? Bf6é 34. c3 Bc3 mate 


sn’t Black’s day for seeing 
IGS 7 .. eC. 
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Gomes Scholastic Quads Michael Xu 
March 8, 2003 Robinson Kuo Jonathan Liu 

Varun Behl 3 Alexander He Andy Fang 
Kevin Walters 3 Rahul Desirazu Ritesh Ravi 
Rahul Subramanian 2 Alvin Lee Isabel Lopez 
Kenneth Law Varun Cidambi Victor Sukhovitsky 
Lucien Kahn Aditya Srinivasan 44 Rohan Agrawal 3 
Gabe Gordon Wells Lin : 45 Abhi Nandam 
Larry Zhong Jonathan Hsia Ab 


Nolan Lozinski 


On 


Shreya Sharma 


Alvin Cheng Yash Verma é 47 Jay Shah 
Nikit Patel Shreyas Boddu 48 Puneeth Gadangi 
Kelley Jhong Christopher Carter 49 William Huang 


Kevin Leong Gaurav Gaitonde 50 Vishak Menon 
Jason Jin Daniel Mao 51 Ravi Tadinada 
Shreyas Misra Ami Kumar 52 Gordon Su 
10 Samson Wong Sanjay Srinivas 53 Matthew Doerner 
13 Michael Dittmer Jackie Connor 54 Rohan Mathuria 
14 Vivek Choksi Jonathan Tu 55 Nathan Wong 
15 Ankur Shingal Joraaver Chahal 56 Nachiket Dakwale 
16 Anuj Verma Amit Patel Elijah Barsky-Ex 
17 Alison Wu Nathan Sowards Kyle Sandhu 
18 Albert Wu Faustine Chia : 57 Joshua Chan 


19 Aditya Aiyer Don Kim 58 Hemang Jangle 3 
20 Michael Vu Ulric Chia 59 Shrinivas Sivakumar 3 


NO WWW WW WH WH WH W DN PD 


WWW WD W WH W WH 





White: Kartik Chillakanti (1162) 
Black: Larry Zhong (1185) 
Englund Gambit 


1. d4 e5 2. de5 Nc6 3. NF3 f6 4. 
ef6 Nf6 5. Nc3 d5 6. e3 Bdé 7. 
Bb5 0-0 8. Nd5 Nd5 9. Qd5 Kh8 
10. Qd2 Be6é 11. b3 QfF6 12. Rb1 
Bb4 13. Bb2 Bd2 14. Nd2 Qf2 
15. Kd1 Rad8 16. Bc3 Bg4 17. 
Kel Qe3 18. Kb2 Rd2 19. Bd2 
Qd2 20. Rbf1 Rf1 21. Rf1 g6 22. 
Bd3 Qg2 23. Rc] Bf5 24. BF5 gf5 
25. Kc3 f4 26. Kd3 f3 27. Ke4 f2 
13. Bg7 Qg4 26. Qh8 Bh8 27. Nh6é mate 28. Kd3 f1(Q) 29. Resigns 

Or 13...Bg7 14. Nf6. nt 
14. Nf6 Kg7 15. Ng4 Bg4 16. 
Qg4 Kh8 17. Nf3 Bg7 18. Rc! 
Nc6 19. Ng5 Ne5 20. Qh5 hé 21. 
Rc7 Nd3 22. Kf1 Rad8 23. Nf7 


White: Kevin Walters (1364) 
Black: Robert Connick (1352) 
Danish Gambit 
1.e4 e5 2. d4 ed4 3. <3 dc3 4. 
Bc4 cb2 5. Bb2 d5 6. Bd5 Nf6 7. 
Nc3 Be7 

If 7...Nd5, 8. Nd5 contains the 
surprising threat 9. Nf6. 
8. @b3 Nd5 9. Nd5 0-0 10. Qg3 
Bg5 11. h4 Bhé 12. BfF6 Qd7 


Better is 12...Qd6 in light of 
the possible fork on f6. 








Bronstein Anecdote 


After winning a tournament in 
Groningen in the mid-40s, Grand- 
master David Bronstein wanted to 
shelter his winnings from taxes, 
but instead of buying, say, Swiss 
watches, Bronstein took automo- 
bile tires on the plane back to 
Russia. 
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The Instructive Capablanca 


Sinking the Good Ship Sicilian 


By Frisco Del Rosario 

Capablanca once said that he 
didn’t trust the Sicilian Defense 
because it left the black position 
full of holes. Grandmaster 
Bronstein added that he was 
surprised that “Black’s Sicilian 
ship with such holes was able to 
stay afloat for long.” 

As a youngster, I was en- 
tranced by the buzzwords used to 
describe the Sicilian: “counterat- 
tacking,” “double-edged,” and so 
on. Never mind that I didn’t know 
how to make good moves— 
opening manuals said I was an 
uncompromising player for 
adopting 1. e4 c5!, and that was 
enough for me. (I also believed 
that drinking certain brands of 
beer made me irresistible to 
supermodels). 

I especially liked the Paulsen/ 
Kan/Taimanov pawn formations: 


1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 e6 3. d4 cd4 4. 
Nd4 a6 5. Bd3 g6 


Black has a pawn structure 
right out of a 2nd-grade chess 
classroom. The opening textbooks 
sometimes suggested ...Ne7 
(which doesn’t block the g7- 
bishop) followed by ...Nbc6 and 
placing another pawn on a white 
square with ...d5. One day I got 
my move order mixed up: 


1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 e6 3. d4 cd4 4. 
Nd4 Ne7 5. Nb5 a6 


a 
ta ase ae 7 
Ae 2 


Aechees 
Ma, Be 

tam Be a 
WA OWwe 8 7 


BH 
eS 7 





It still took several years for 
me to get around to the idea that 
successfully ending a game was a 
better plan than ideally starting 
one. 


Mexico 1933 

White: J.R. Capablanca 
Black: Cor. Soto-Larrea 
Sicilian Defense 


1. e4 c5 2. Ne2 


Grandmaster Keres liked this 
move. White can head into a 
normal open Sicilian by 3. d4 and 
4. Nd4, or make a closed forma- 
tion with g3 and Bg2 while leaving 
the f-pawn free to advance. 


2...Nc6 3. c4 Nf6 4. Nbc3 e6 5. 
d4 


White is willing to trade his 
center pawn for a wing pawn 
because the swap reduces Black’s 
spatial control to three ranks 
instead of four, and his queen’s 
influence on the d-file reaches all 
the way to the backward d7-pawn 
and the hole on dé. 


5...cd4 6. Nd4 Bb4 


The “pin variations” are 
double-edged. Sometimes Black 
makes enough counterplay 
against e4 (which he already 
threatens to capture) or c3, but 
sometimes Black misses the 
bishop’s defense of d6 or g7. 


7.3 a6 


Useful in almost every Sicilian 
position, ...a6 prevents a white 
minor piece from reaching b5, and 
often aids Black in playing ...b5 to 
gain more queenside space. 


8. Be3 Qc7 9. Rcl b6 10. a3 Bdé 


After this mistake, Black falls 
apart on the black squares. 
10...Be7 followed by ...d6 would 
give Black a typical “hedgehog” 
formation, when both sides must 
be wary about approaching the no 
man’s land along White’s fifth 
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rank. 

11. Ndb5 ab5 12. Nb5 Bg3 
Preserving the material bal- 
ance but increasing White’s mobi]. ' 

ity. 
13. hg3 Qg3 14. Bf2 Qe5 


Set 
eae 


<, 
“£2 
7,9: 


4 
4 


aa 
mp ee | 





15. Qd6 


With the artistic idea of 16. 
Nc7, 17. Bb6, 18. Ne6 double 
check, and 19. Ng7 mate. : 


15...Qb2 16. Rdl Bb7 17. Bbé 
Rc8 18. Bc5 


18. Nc7 wins a rook for knight 
(18...Kd8 19. Ne6 Ke8 20. Ng7 
mate), but 18. Bc5 contains two 
stronger threats: 19. e5 to drive 
off the guard of d7, and the | 
surprising 19. Rh7. For example, j 
18...Kd8 (ready to answer 19. e5 
with 19...Qe5 20. Qe5 Ne5 be- 
cause 21. Nd6 doesn’t put the 
black king on the fork) 19. Rh7 
Rg8 (19...Rh7 20. Qf8 Ne8 21. Bb6 
Rc7 22. Bc7 Kc8 23. Qe8 Nd8 24. | 
Qd8 mate), and then the white 
rook walks the seventh rank like 
Steinitz-Von Bardeleben: 20. Rg/ | 
Rh8 21. Rf7 and d7 falls. 


18...Qe5 19. Qe5 Ne5 20. Nd6é 
Kd8 21. Nc8 

Also 21. Nb7 Kc7 22. Bd6 Kb/ 
Zio be 
21...Kc8 22. Bd4 Ng6é 23. Bfé 
gf6 24. Rhé Resigns | 
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San Mateo 1993 

White: Gary Lambert (1900) 
Black: Bill Orton (2200) 
Smith-Morra Gambit 


1.e€4 5 2. d4 cd4 3. 3 


White might find an easier 
development in the Morra Gambit 
than in the Wing Gambit, but he 
has surrendered a center pawn. 


3,..dc3 4. Nc3 Nc6 5. Nf3 e6 6. 
Bc4 Qc7 7. 0-0 Nf6 8. Qe2 Ng4 


Aiming for counterplay 
against f7, possibly, or to ex- 
change an attacking unit after 
..Nges. 
9.Rd1 Bc5 10. Nb5 Qb8 11. h3 


A loss of time, since Black is 
going to move his knight next, 
anyway. Black keeps a lead on 11. 
Be3 Ne3 12. fe3 0-0 13. Racl. 


11...Nf2 12. Be3 Be3 13. Nd6é 
Ke7 


Amore costly mistake, expos- 
ing the king. Black is way ahead in 
material after 13...Kf8 14. Qe3 
Ndl 15. Rd1, but the hole on d6 is 
huge, and Black is far behind in 
development. 


14. Qe3 Nd1 15. Rd1 b5 
Making some air for the 


bishop with the hope of 16. Bb5 
Qb6 to trade the queens. 


16. Qg5 


White can press on the other 
diagonal, too: 16. Oc5 bc4 17. Nc8 
Ke8 (or 17...Kd8 18. Qc6 OQc8 19. 
Rd7) 18. Nd6 Kf8 19. Nc4 Kg8 20. 
Rd7, and White keeps lots of 
activity as compensation for the 
material minus. 


16...Kf8 17. Qh5 Nd8& 


The developing 17...0b6 must 
be a useful interpolation. 


18. Ne5 g6 


Black needs to take a few 
punches of his own: 18...bc4 19. 
Nef7 Qb6 20. Kh1 g6 21. Qh6 Kg8 
22. Nh8 Qb2 traps the knight on 
h8, but it is still a mess after 23. 
Qg5, counterattacking. 


19. Qh6 Ke7 20. Qh4 
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White will take the lead after 
20...Kf8 21. Qf6 Rg8 22. Nef7. 


20...f6 


21.Ng6 

21. QOh7!GNE7 (2 b.. -Rh7 22. 
Ng6 mate) 22. Nc6 dc6 23. Of7 
Kd8 24. Nb7 mate. 
21...hg6 22. Qh8 Qd6 23. Rd6 
Kd6 24. Bb5 Nc6é 25. Qf6 Ne5 
26. Qf8 

Still filling up the black 
squares. 
26...Kc7 27. Qc5 Nc6 28. Bcé 
dc6 29. Qe5 Kb7 30. Qg7 


Black resigned with White's 
kingside passed pawns in view. 
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For Starters—A Column for New Players 


Defend Yourself! 





By Jim Eade 

If a piece is undefended and see that the mutual defense treaty ever, the defender can make life 
subject to capture, itis said tobe has been broken. These pieces are difficult by using the king to 
hanging. Don’t leave your pieces uncoordinated, and therefore defend the rook as long as pos- 
hanging. more vulnerable. sible. 


















7 ‘a “m A . a. Hate! ae 
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The position in the diagram is Simply by dropping an enemy On the other hand, if the king 
a good example of how pieces can bishop down on e5, we can see and rook are separated, the 
work together. The pawn defends _ that one of the pieces must be stronger side’s job becomes a lot | 
the knight, which defends the lost. Undefended pieces are easier. Can you see the winning | 
rook, which defends the pawn. asking for trouble. move for Black? 
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} 
However, if we change the Queen versus rook endings are Black wins by checking the 
position just a little bit, we can always won with best play. How- king and attacking the rook at the 


same time. Undefended pieces 
are always at risk of getting | 
picked off like that. Keep your 
guard up, and your pieces de- 

FIDE Master Jim Eade is the author of the best-selling Chess fended! 

for Dummies. He was the editor of the California Chess Jour- 


nal and the Golden Gate Chess News. 





| 
| 


Page 20 California Chess Journal May/June 2003 








The University of Connecticut Womens’ 
Basketball Team’s Guide to Winning Chess 


hess is like basketball,” 

Bobby Fischer once said. 

“You move around until 
you find an opening.” 
~ In Diana Taurasi’s first inter- 
view after her University of Con- 
necticut Huskies won this year’s 
NCAA womens’ basketball cham- 
pionship, she credited the UConn 
coaches for giving the right in- 
structions, and then the 
tournament’s most valuable 
player shared her team’s direc- 
tions for winning at basketball 
and chess: 

Taurasi said, “Rebound, play 
defense, and take care of the 
basketball.” 

Rebound. 

You cannot score unless you 
have possession of the basketball. 
The side that controls the basket- 
ball is like the player with the 
initiative at the chessboard — that 
team of players or pieces is able 
to make threats by shooting at the 
basket or checking the king. 

When a shot goes up and 
misses the hoop, the side who 
gathers the loose ball (a “re- 
bound”) takes the initiative, the 
ability to threaten the basket. 
Statistics show that the team that 
grabs the greater number of 
rebounds during a basketball 
game was the likely winner. The 
chessplayer who makes the 
greater number of threats — 
especially double threats, because 
the enemy cannot make two 
moves in a row to meet both 
menaces — is also the probable 
victor. 

A rebound was made, so when 
the other team has the ball, play 
defense. When your side has the 
ball, take care of the basketball. 

Play defense. 

Basketball coaches tell their 
players that it is much easier to 
play defense against one’s oppo- 
hent before she gets the ball. After 
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She gets the ball, then she has a 
much wider range of moves — she 
can pass, shoot, or drive toward 
the basket. 

At the chessboard, it is easier 
to defend against the opponent if 
he doesn’t have the ball (the 
Initiative). If you are always 
hitting him with bigger threats 
than those with which he is hit- 
ting you, you will make more 
baskets. Sure, one of the most 
difficult things to do in chess is to 
sustain the initiative when one 
has it, but that’s what makes 
chess and basketball fun. 

U.S. champion Fine said, “the 
best defense is a counterattack”. 

Another thing that basketball 
coaches tell their players about 
defense: “See the ball.” They want 
their defensive players to always 
know where the ball is on the 
court, for how could they recog- 
nize a threat if they could not see 
the ball? At the chessboard, see 
the ball. Where is the threat? 

Take care of the basketball. 

In other words, don’t throw 
the ball away. No turnovers. No 
hanging pieces. 

When a basketball player 
drives into the teeth of the de- 
fense and finds five enemy play- 
ers surrounding him, his side had 
not developed enough pieces for 
the attack. Some basketball 
coaches insist that all five players 
touch the ball at least once on 
each possession before anyone 

may shoot it. On the chessboard, 
it is only the better-developed 
side that can successfully attack. 

It is easier for a player to catch 
a basketball if his defender is not 
draped all over him, so offensive 
teams do all they can to increase 
each player’s mobility. If an offen- 
sive player runs around two 
“screens” to separate himself 
from his defender, then he is 
better able to catch the ball, and 
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then he is able to threaten! Chess- 
men are the same — you must get 
every player out from behind its 
blocking pawns. Always unpin. A 
chess position is almost never 
harmed by unpinning, and the 
newly-mobile piece may then do 
other work on the court. 

Now, the 1985 Boston Celtics 
(wearing road green uniforms 
while the home team wears white) 
run their fastbreak: 





1...b6 2. Bel a5 
Larry Bird goes left wing. 
3. ba5 ba5 4. c4 Bb4 5. Bb4 ab4 
Bird comes off a screen by 
Robert Parish. 
6. Kd3 g5! 


Bird swings it to Dennis 
Johnson on the right wing, who 
draws the attention of the interior 
defender. 


7. fg5 Kg6 8. Kc2 


8. cS Kg5 9. Kc4 Kg4 10. Kb4 
Kf4 11. Kc4 Ke4 12. Kc3 Ke3 13. 
Kc4 Kd2 -+ 


8...Kg5 9. Kb3 c5! 


DJ kicks it back to Bird, who 
steps behind the three-point line 
and further spreads the defense. 


10. dc5 Kg4 11. Kb4 e5 


Kevin McHale, trailing the 
play, calls for the lob from Bird 
and throws down a dunk. The 
Celtics win again. 
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CalChess State Scholastics the Biggest Ever 


Continued from page 6 

Gaining space and starting an 
attack. 
14...Be7 15. Bc2 h6 16. Nc4 Nd5 
17. Qd3 Nf6?? 


Letting White take the lead. 
Better was 17...f5. 


18. Nfe5 g6 


White is also winning on 
18...Ne5 19. de5 Ba4 20. ef6 Bc2 
21. Oc2 Bf6 22. Rf6 b5 23. Rh6. 


19. Bh6 Ne5 20. Ne5 Bb5 21. 
Qh3 


White preserves his advantage 
with 21. Nc4!?. 


21...Bfl 22. Bf8 Kf8?? 


The only rescue is 22...Bf8, 
then 23. Rf1 Bg5 is equal. 


23. Qh8 
White has a huge edge again. 
23...Ng8 24. Rf1 f5 25. g4 


White wins a queen by 25. Qh7 
Rd8 26. Ng6 Og6 27. Qg6, but 
Black now goes back to equal. 


25...Bf6 26. Qh3 Be5 27. de5 


Qd7 28. Qf3 Qd4 29. Kh1 Qe5?? 


30. Qa8 Kf7 31. gf5 gf5 32. Rg! 
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How | Became a Grandmaster at Age 14 


36...ef5 37. QF5 Ke8 38. Qe6 
Qe7 39. Rg8 mate 


Nh6é 33. Qf3 Ng4 34. Rg4 Gel 
35. Rg! Qh4 36. Bf5! 


Demolishing the pawn shield. 


Letter to the Editor 


Dear Editor: 

Not so fast! Position no. 9 
(Tejes-MacFarland) on page 5 of 
the March/April California Chess 
Journal is not so simple. 


The point is that the rook on cl 
becomes loose after the rook at 
c5 tries to move and that would 
lead to White getting mated. 
Perhaps the best for White 
(after Black grabs the free bishop 
at £6) might be the try 2. Of6 but 
then Black can play 2...b6 putting 
the question to the rook. If the 
rook moves on the file, it is no 













/ liad 
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la OT. 
R77 BER 
Yj y 


if it moves along the rank, Black 
has ...Ocl leading to mate. It is 
possible that White could still 
make some kind of successful 
attack using the queen and the 
knight but it is not entirely clear. 

Even better for Black (after 1. 
Bf6?!) would be the immediate 
_..b6 before weakening the king 
position. Now it hard to see how 
White can gain any advantage. 
Eugene Levin 


— 





AU 
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Z 
Z 
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1. Bf6! is suggested in the 
answer on page 23, but I think 


this should be marked as Bf6!? 
since Black can safely play ...gf6. 





Alexandra Kosteniuk, who reached the finals of the 2002 FIDE womens’ 
world championship knockout tournament, was the youngest player ever to 
earn the title of woman grandmaster. Her book How | Became a 
Grandmaster at Age 14 features: 

° 19 lessons for the newcomer, ranging from how the bishop and knight 
move to how to deliver the bishop-and-knight checkmate 

° Annotations for advanced players by grandmasters Sveshnikov and 
Korotylev 

e Advice from Alexandra’s father Konstantin for chess parents 

e 24 pages of color photographs 

¢ 78 mate-in-one problems and 27 grandmaster tactics to sharpen one’s 
combinative eye 

¢ 22 of Alexandra’s annotated games 

e Alexandra’s personal remembrances of her international chess travel, plus 
poetry 

lf you order from Alexandra’s web site, kosteniuk.com, the book is $22, but 
we liked it enough to buy two dozen copies, and we have a couple of ‘em 
left for $18 ($15 plus $3 shipping). 

Frisco Del Rosario, 126 Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo CA 94402-2414 
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Tournament Calendar 


ants marked win an star vx offer discounted entry fees for CalChess members, and/or the organizers are making a contribution to 
| ies fom the entry fees. The California Chess Journal encourages participation in those events. 
q 


for tre most up-to-date schedule, go to http://www.calchess.org/scholasticschedule.html and http://www.calchess.org/ 
0 
.ynamentschedule.html. 


ate Event Location CalChess 
‘Moy 24 KnowChess Scholastic | Portola Valley 

Riley Hughes, 4019 Rector Common, Fremont 94538 (510) 623-1889 knowchess@aol.com 

Moy 94-26 2nd Koltanowski Memoria! Sacramento ik 

John McCumiskey, 6700 SOth St., Sacramento 95823-1306 (916) 428-5532, imclmc@lanset.com 

Nay 31 Mechanics’ Institute Childrens’ Quads San Francisco 


Anthony Corrales, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 
)chessroom@milibrary.org 


‘june 6-8 30th Arthur Stamer Memoria! San Francisco 

John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 imjwd@aol.com 
re 2003 Stockton Summer Scholastic Stockton 

ih McCumiskey, 6700 50th St., Sacramento 95823-1306 (916) 428-5532, imclmc@lanset.com 

ine 21 St. Alban’s Scholastic Sacramento 

| John McCumiskey, 6700 50th St., Sacramento 95823-1306 (916) 428-5532, imclmc@lanset.com 

ie 2 KnowChess Scholastic Palo Alto 

Riley Hughes, 4019 Rector Common, Fremont 94538 (510) 623-1889 knowchess@aol.com 

ne 21 Mechanics’ Institute Childrens’ Quads San Francisco 


r 


Anthony Corrales, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 
" y 7 . 
{chessroom@milibrary org 





ilune 28 3rd William Addison Memorial G/45 San Francisco 

hn Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 imjwd@aol.com 
july 4-6 Sacromente Chess Championship Sacramento we 

ohn McCumiskey, 6700 S5Oth St., Sacramento 95823-1306 (916) 428-5532, jmclmc@lanset.com 

July 19 3rd Charles Bagby Memorial G/45 San Francisco 

[John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 imjwd@aol.com 
(ly 19 Hayward Library Scholastic Quads Hayward oe 

by. Alan Kirshner, 66 Indian Hill Place, Fremont 94539 (510) 657-1586, info@successchess.com 

Ly 2nd Success-Weibel Summer Quads Fremont ve 


Alan Kirshner, 66 Indian Hill Place, Fremont 94539 (510) 657-1586, info@successchess.com 


‘August 3- 15 U.S. Open Los Angeles 


\GlChess PRST STD. 


0B 7453 rie ie 
pn Park, CA 94026 netiliats 
| Ridgecrest, CA 
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Chess Room Mechanics' Institute 
57 Post St Ste 408 
San Francisco CA 94104-5106 


a — i 











Places 


Alameda 

Fridays 8-11 p.m., Sun. after- 
noons 

Javarama 

1333 Park Street 

Alameda 

(510) 523-2116 


Arcata 

Tuesdays 6:30-11 p.m. 
Arcata Community Center 
321 Community Park Way 
James Bauman 


(707) 822-7619 
Benicia 

Larry Whitlow 
(707) 642-4725 


Berkeley 

Fridays 7 p.m. 

Epworth United Methodist Church 
1953 Hopkins 

Alan Glasscoe 

(510) 652-5324 


Burlingame 
Thursdays 7 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Club 
990 Burlingame Ave. 
Tom Dorsch 

(650) 322-0955 


www.burlingamechessclub.com 


Campbell 

Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Community Center 
Winchester at Campbell Ave. 
Fred Leffingwell 
fleffing@cisco.com 

(408) 732-5188, (408) 526- 
7090 work 


Carmichaei 
Mondays 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 
4701 Gibbons 


Fairfield 
Wednesday nights 
Fair Fix Cafe 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:30-11 p.m. 
Borders Books and Music 
Hans Poschmann 
hspwood2@home.net 
(510) 656-8505 


Fresno 

Carl’s Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar at Dakota 
Fresno 


(559) 275-0905 
Hayward 


9 p.m.-1 a.m. 
Nation’s Hamburgers 
Jackson at Santa Clara 


Ke Play Send changes and new information to frisco@apyleisn net. 


Hercules 
Au Cafe 
11 a.m. Sundays 


Humboldt County 
Bob Phillips 
(707) 839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 8 p.m.-midnight 
Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Building 415, Yosemite Room 
Charles Pigg 

(510) 447-5067 


Merced 
Fridays 6:30 p.m. 
Merced Mall Food Court 


Modesto 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Doctors’ Hospital Cafeteria 
1441 Florida Ave. 

John Barnard 

(209) 785-7895 


Monterey 

Daily except Mondays 
430 Alvarado St. 

Ted Yudacufski 

(408) 646-8730 


Mount Shasta 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Dick Bolling 

(530) 926-3608 


Oakhurst 
Saturdays 4 p.m. 
Cafe Baja 

40029 Highway 41 
(559) 642-6333 


Palo Alto 

Thursdays 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
Avenidas Senior Center 
450 Bryant St. 

(650) 327-2811 


Palo Alto 

Cafe La Dolce Vita 
299 California Ave. 
(650) 323-0478 


Paradise 

Tuesdays 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 

(916) 873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Henderson at Indiana 
Hans Borm 


(559) 784-3820 


Reno, Nevada 
Sundays and Thursdays 6:30 
p.m. 


2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
(775) 827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 

(775) 747-1405 


Richmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th at MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
POB 69 
Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 

Wednesdays 5:30-10 p.m. 
Hart Senior Center 

915 27th Street 

John McCumiskey 

(916) 557-7053 (days) (916) 
428-5532 (eves) 


Sacramento 
Fridays 6 p.m. 
Hart Senior Center 
915 27th Street 
John Barnard 


(209) 785-7895 


Salinas 

Weekend afternoons 
Carl's Jr. 

1061 N. Davis Rd. 
Abe Mina 

(831) 758-4429 


San Anselmo 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza 

Red Hill Shopping Center 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd. 
Jim Mickle 

(415) 457-2719 


San Francisco 

Daily 

Mechanics Institute 

57 Post St., Fourth Floor 
John Donaldson 

(415) 421-2258 


San Francisco 

Fridays 6:30 p.m. 

Stonestown Chess Club 
Stonestown Senior YMCA Annex 
3150 20th Ave. 

Joan Arbil 

(415) 332-9548 


San Jose 

Tuesdays and Fridays, 12 noon-4 
p.m. 

Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Ave. 

Jerry Marshall 

(408) 267-1574 


Santa Clara 
Second Saturdays 2:15-6:15 


_ 


p.m. 
Mary Gomez >.-, f 
Francisco Sierra ; 
(408} 241-1447 

' 


Santa Rosa 

Afternoons until closing at 6:3) 
p.m. 

Sonoma Coffee Company 
521 Fourth St. 
Peter Menetti . 

(707) 869-5786 | 


Santa Rosa 

First and last Saturdays 
Rincon Valley Library | 
6959 Montecito Blvd. 
Mike Haun r 
(707) 537-0162 | 


Stanford | 
Meets weekly during school | 
Michael Aigner 

maigner@stanford.edu 


Stockton | 
Fridays 6-11 p.m. | 
St. Andrews Lutheran Church 
4910 Claremont Ave 

Jacob Green | 
(209) 942-2812 | 
jacobgreen@msn.com | 
http://www.geocities.com/ | 
jacobgreen87/STKNCHESS.hin 


Stockton Delta Knights 
Sundays 1-4 p.m. 

First Baptist Church 

3535 N. El Dorado 

Jacob Green 
1-209-942-2812 
Visalia 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 
Borders Books and Music 
Mooney at Caldwell 
Allan Fifield 

(559) 734-2784 } 
hometown.aol.com/visaliaches) 
myhomepage/profile.html 


Walnut Creek 
Tuesdays 6:30-10:30 p.m. : 
Clvic Park 
Broadway and Civic | 
( 
: 


| 


~ — 


Clarence Lehman 


(925) 228-3257 


Yuba City | 
Mondays and Weds. 7-11 p.m. / 
Carl's Jr. | 
Bridge St. and Highway 9? 

Tom Giertych 
(916) 671-1715 
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The California Chess Journal is published 
six times yearly by CalChess, the Northern 
California affiliate of the United States Chess 
Federation. A CalChess membership costs 
$15 for one year, $28 for two years, $41 for 
three years, and includes a subscription to the 
California Chess Journal plus discounted en- 
try fees into participating CalChess tourna- 
ments. Scholastic memberships for students 
under 18 are $13 per year. Family member- 
ships, which include just one magazine sub- 
scription, are $17 per year. Non-residents 
may subscribe to the California Chess Journal 
for the same rates, but receive non-voting 
membership status. Subscriptions, member- 
ship information, and related correspon- 
dence should be addressed to CalChess at 
POB 7453, Menlo Park CA 94026. 


The California Chess Journal gladly ac- 
cepts submissions pertaining to chess, espe- 
cially chess in Northern California. Articles 
should be submitted in electronic form, pref- 
erably in text format. Digital photographs are 
preferred also. We work on a Macintosh, but 
articles and photographs created in lesser op- 
erating environments will be accepted at 126 
Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo CA 94402-2414, 
or frisco@appleisp.net. All submissions sub- 
ject to editing, but we follow the unwritten 
rule of chess journalism that editors shouldn’t 
mess with technical annotations by stronger 
players. 
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organization under its State Affiliate Support Porgram, but SASP was | 
eliminated in 2001. This resulted in a $2,000 shortfall to the CalChess 
budget — its primary expense is production and mailing of the Califor- | 
nia Chess Journal. Members of CalChess or interested parties who wish 
to support the quality and growth of chess in Northern California are 


encouraged to participate. Please send contributions to CalChess, POB 


7453, Menlo Park CA 94026. 
Gold Patrons ($100 or more) 
Ray Banning 

John and Diane Barnard 

David Berosh 

Ed Bogas 

Samuel Chang 

Melvin Chernev 

Peter Dahl 

Jan, Menso and Robert DeJong 
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Jim Eade 

Neil Falconer 

Allan Fifield 

Ursula Foster 

Mike Goodall 

Alfred Hansen 

Dr. Alan Kirshner 

Richard Koepcke 
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Jim Uren 


Scott Wilson 
Jon Zierk 


—— 


Kevin Walters and family 
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International Masters Chop the Pot at 






2003 Central California Chess 
Congress 
March 29-30, 2003 
Open 
1-3 Ricardo De Guzman 3.5 
Enrico Sevillano 
Ronald Cusi 
Expert 
1 Jimmy Plumb 
A 
1-2 Francisco Anchondo 2.5 
Kris MacLennan 
B 
1 Anthony Nguyen 
C 
1-4 Jossy Chalissery 3 
Jeff Breckan 
Matthew Hayes 
Edwin Sasaki 
D 
1-2 Amador Melena 
Vincent Rubianes 
E 
1 Alexis Oliva 3 
Unrated 
1 David Begg 4 
Scholastic 
K-3 
1 Hermang Jangle 
Mia Rio 
4-6 Grade 
Samuel Shankland 
Kevin Chen 
Peter Lee 
Sergio Sandoval 
7-8 Grade 
Floyd Ferrer 
Arnay Shah 
9-12 Grade 
David lvasjevych 
Henry Tran 
Peter Tvrzik 
Jeremy Carr 







$200 
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$100 
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$50 
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nternational masters Ricardo 
De Guzman, Enrico Sevillano, 
and Ron Cusi shared the top 
prize at the first Central 
California Chess Congress held 
March 29-30 at the Stockton 
library. Each earned $200, and De 


Central California Chess Congress 





Like many other mad attacking players, Francisco Anchondo tries to emulate Mikhail Tal 
in his games. Anchondo won the A prize at the first Central California Chess Congress in a 


playoff with Kris MacLennan. 


Photo by Kathy MacLennan 





Guzman won the first place 
trophy in a playoff. 

The event attracted about 100 
players and was sponsored by 
Edison High School, the Stockton 
Chess Club, and John Barnard. 
Jacob Green directed. 

In the 34-player K-8 Beginner 
Scholastic Championships, the 
following won free USCF member- 
ships: Matt Nokaes, Mark Rea, 
Morgan Crowl, Henry Casil, Boiuny 
Khaew, Maximo Alvarado,Navarro 
Simon, Paulo Passanos, Sean 
Woolfolk, and Jeremy Capuyoh. 

Benjamin Tejes and Michael 
DaCruz won the Central California 
Bughouse Championships ahead 
of 10 other teams. Joey Green and 
Tyler Barnard were second, and 
Franklin Ferrer and Anthony 
Nguyen won the playoff for third 
place. 


Kristen Rodriguez directed a 
10-team scholastic bughouse 
tournament. Oliver Alvarado and 
Joey Green, Rolly Alvarado and 
Ken-Ken Devera, Henry Tran and 
Jimmy Vo, Peter Lee and Kevin 
Chen, Phillip Devera and Morgan 
Crowl, and Hang Bien and Sokan 
Khaew won trophies. 

Da Cruz, Francisco Anchondo, 
Juan Cedjas and Tejes tied for 
first place in the 17-player Central 
California Quick Chess Champion- 
ships on Sunday morning. Ferrer, 
T. Barnard, and Freddy Ferrer won 
the trophies in the scholastic 
section. 


White: Francisco Anchondo (1900) 
Black: Gerl Jenkins (UNR) 

Danish Gambit 

Notes by Francisco Anchondo 
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Attacking Anchondo Accepts “A” 
- Award at Central California Congress 


1.e4 e5 2. d4 ed4 3. c3 dc3 4. 
Bc4 cb2 5. Bb2 h5? 

More to the point is 5...d5 6. 
Bd5 Nf6 7. Nc3 Nd5 8. Nd5, but on 
8... C6? 9. Nf6! gf6 10. Qd8 Kd8& 
11. Bf6 wins the exchange. 

6. Nf3 d6 7. Nc3 Nc6 8. Qb3 
Nhé 9. 0-0-0 Na5 10. Qa4 Nc6 





11. e5 


Opening the e-file for the king 
rook. 


11...Bd7 12. ed6 Bd6é 


If 12...Nd4, then 13. Rhel! 
creates serious problems for 
Black, including 13... Ne6 14. Be6 
fe6 (14...Ba4 15. d7 Ke7 16. Bg4 
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White’s better development 
shows again on 16...Kd7 17. Rd6 
cd6 18. Ng5. 

17. Nd6 cd6 18. Na4 

Killing the problem bishop. 
Black’s best reply is probably 
18...Nf5 or 18...Rc8. The move 
played loses time. 


18...Qel 19. Rel Kf8 20. Ba3 
Nf5 21. Nc5! 

Threatening 22. Nd7 mate, and 
forcing Black to return the ex- 
change while retaining the initia- 
tive. 
21...g6 22. Ne6 Ke7 23. Nc7 
Kd7 

On 23...Kf6, White keeps 
hounding Black with 24. Re6, but 
it is an improvement. 


24. Na&8 Ra 25. Be6 Kc7 26. Rcl 
Kb6 27. Bf5 gf5 28. Bdé Re8 29. 
Bc5 Kaé 30. Be3 Re4 31. g3 h4 
32. Kc2 hg3 33. hg3 Rc4 34. Kd3 
Rcl 35. Bcl Ka5 36. Kd4 Ka4 
37. Ke5 Resigns 


White: Francisco Anchondo (1925) 

Black: Joselito Igarta (1782) 

Two Knights Defense 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 NfF6 
The reason 3...Bc5 is consid- 

ered a safer development is that 

the black queen still looks over 

g5, and prevents White from his 

next aggressive move. 

4.Ng5 d5 5. ed5 Nd5 
Reopening the bishop’s diago- 

nal has been known to be bad for 

a long time. 5...Na5, 5...b5, 

5...Nd4 and 5...Bc5 are all better 

moves. 

6. d4 Be7 7. Nf7 Kf7 8. Qf3 Keé 

9. Nc3 Bb4 


Hlousek-Kott, Deizisau 2002, 
ended with 9...Nb4 10. Qe4 c6 11. 
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The busiest young man in Northern Califor. 
nia chess, Jacob Green presides over the 
Stockton Chess Club, organized the Cen. 
tral California Chess Congress, and served 
on the directing staff at the state scholastic 
championship. He was just appointed scho- 
lastic representative to the CalChess board 
of directors, replacing Robert Chen, who is 
moving on to Northwestern University. 
Photo by Kathy MacLennan 





a3 Na6 12. Qe5 Kd7 13. Nd5 cd5 
14. Bb5 mate. 


10. Bd5 Kd6é 11. de5 Ne5 12. 
Bf4 Rf8 13. 0-0-0 Qf6 14. Be5 
Ke5 15. Rhel Kd6 16. Bb3 Kc5 
17. Qd5 Resigns 


Revisions 
Proposed to 
CalChess By-Laws 


See the CalChess website— 
www.calchess.org—for proposed 
revisions to the organization’s by- 
laws. These will be discussed and 
voted upon at the next annual 
meeting. 

For a copy of the proposed 
revisions, write Richard Koepcke, 
POB 1432, Mountain View, CA 
94042. 
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CalChess Labor Day Tournament 
Official State Championship 


August 30 - September 1 2003, San Francisco, California 
A Six Round Swiss System Tournament in Seven Sections 


Master $700-$350-$200 B $350-$175-$100 

U2400: $300 $350-$175-$100 
Expert $400-$200-$100 D/E = $350-$175-$100 
A $350-$175-$100 U1200: $225 


Unr: Trophy First 
' TROPHY to top player in Each Section 
Prize fund based on 130 fully paid adult entries, and 20 junior entries. 


~~ 


Registration: Sat 8-9:30 am, Sun 8-9 a 
Sets and boards ee Pleas bring. clocks eta required 









- Rounds: 


Time Control: | -D: 


_ Entry Fee 


| Re-entry fee: *$ 
Location: 
' Hotels: 











Books; = = §_ National Chess and Games of Southern California Jay Blem) will be the concessionaire. «is 
| Entry Form Name Entry Fee: 
| Address: Play up | section($10) 
| City/State/Zip Cal Chess Discount: 
Section: Phone#: USCF renewal ($40) 
Rating 1/2 ptbye Rds 1 23 45 6 _ Total: 
| USCF ID Schedule 2-Day _—s—=_—s 3-Day 
) 


Make checks payable to Richard Koepcke, P.O. Box 1432, Mountain View, Ca 94042 
ae} le a, 2 
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Keatinge-Clay Wins Stamer Memoria 





30th Arthur Stamer Memorial 
June 6-8, 2003 
Overall 
1 Adrian Keatinge-Clay 4.5 
2-3 Ricardo De Guzman 4 
Roger Poehlmann 
Under 2200 
1-2 Anthony Rozenvasser 4 
Dana MacKenzie 
Under 2000 
1-4 George Sanguinetti 3 
Tyler Hughes 
Daichi Siegrist 
Adrian Henriquez 
Under 1800 
1-2 Glenn Leotaud 3 
Harold Parker 
Under 1600 
1-2 Phil Jouriles 
Eric Shen 
Under 1400 
25 
Under 1200 
Allyson Ely 2 







$336 
$126 







$126 








$32 









$53 








2.5 $48 







1 Bei He $92 







$50 






FIDE master Adrian Keatinge- 
Clay won the 39th annual Arthur 
Stamer Memorial held June 6-8 at 
the Mechanics’ Institute chess 
room in San Francisco. Anthony 
Corrales and Alex Yermolinsky 
directed 47 players. 
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Fighting for control of the 
center. 
8. d5 Nce7 9. Qd2 Nf6 

I felt as if Black had more 
chances if he played ...f5 and 
...Nf6 while castling queenside or 
left his king in the center. 
10. 0-0-0 

Making it very hard to open 
the c-file due to the double attack 
on the d6-pawn after the d5-pawn 
is traded for the c-pawn. 
10...0-0!? 


Castling directly into the 
attack. 
11. h4h5 12. Bh3 a6 13. Rhg1 
b5 14. Ne2 Kh7 15. Bg5 a5 16. 
Ng3 Raé 17. f4 ef4 18. Qf4 





18...Neg8 

Hoping he would play 
18...Nd7?, I had prepared 19. 
Nh5! gh5?? 20. Bf5 Kh8 21. Be7 
Qe/ 22. Rg7! Kg7 23. Rgl Kh8 24. 
Qh6 mate. 


19. Rg2 Qa8 20. Bf6 20...Nf6 21. 


Nf5! 
Removing Black’s defenders. 


21...Qe8 22. Ng7 Kg7 23. £3 b4 
24. Rdg! Qe5 25. Qd2 a4 26. 
Rg5 Qe8 27. Qd4 

Giving Black some tactical 
chances. 27. Qb4 Rb6 is better for 
White. 


27...b3 28. a3 
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The only move that keeps the 
advantage. 


28...bc2 29. Rh5! Rh8 30. Rf5 


The counterthreat saves the }. 
pawn. White has a big advantage 
now. 


30...Qe7 31. h5 Raa8 32. Rfg5 
Kf8 33. Bg4 Rhé 34. hgé fg6 35, 
Be6é c5 36. Qc3 Kg7 37. Bf5 
Rah8 38. Rg6 Rg6 39. Rg6 


All is hopeless now. 


39...Kf7 40. Rg2 Qf8 41. Beé 
Ke7 42. Qa5 Ne8 43. Qa4 Qf4 
44. Kc2 Rf8 45. Qd7 Kf6 46. Qa 
Ke5 47. Qg5 Qg5 48. Rg5 Kf4 
49. Rf5 Resigns | 


Mezentsev Scores 
Twice at Mechanics’ 


IM Ricardo DeGuzman and 
Vladimir Mezentsev, who won the (| 
Lina Grumette Memorial Day 
Classic in southern California, | 
tied for first at the 3rd Charles 
Bagby Memorial held July 19 at | 
the Mechanics' Institute. The two 
winners scored 4.5 from 5, 
DeGuzman drawing with NM 
Roger Poelhmann in round 4 and 
Mezentsev taking a first round | 
bye. 

Tying for third in the 56- | 
player event were NMs Haim 
Waisman and Michael Aigner, 
Experts Nicolas Yap, Dale Ham- 
mer, and Robert Chan, plus A 
Players Jahangir Ahmed, Jacob 
Lopez, and Daniel Schwartz. | 

Mezentsev won the 3rd | 
annual William Addison G/45 held } 
June 28 at the Mechanics’ Insti- 
tute. Mezentsev scored 4.5 from 5, 
drawing with expert Nicolas Yap 
in round 3 and defeating NM 
Emmanuel Perez in the money 
game. Tying for second at 4-1 in 
the 47-player field were NMs 
Perez, Ron Cusi, Michael 
Pendergast, plus expert John 
Glass and A-player George 
Sanguinetti. 
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Donaldson Wins Second Best Game 


Prize at U.S. Championship 


Four northern Californians — 
Alex Yermolinsky, John 
ponaldson, Camille Baginskaite, 
and David Pruess — played in the 


/ United States Chess Champion- 
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ship held January 9-18 in Seattle. 
Donaldson put together a good 
second half to finish tied for 19" 
place, but Yermolinsky, one point 
hehind winner Shabalov, said it 
was a “tournament [he and 
paginskaite] would rather forget.” 

Donaldson reports: 

The 2003 U.S. Championship 
was three events in One for me. | 
began the tournament with a 
marathon miraculous draw as 
Black against Yasser Seirawan. 

This game really drained me, and | 
proceeded to lose two terrible 
games to GM Stripunsky (where I 
was very close to winning, if not 
winning) and David Pruess (not 

the best game for either of us!). 

With a half-a-point from three 
games, things didn’t look too 
s00d, but in the second phase of 
the tournament, I managed to 
score four points from my next 
five rounds, including wins over 
Irina Krush and Sergey Kudrin 
(the latter won the Second Best 
Game prize). I concluded the 
event by violating the cardinal 
rule of Swiss System events: don’t 
lose in the last round. 

This was the second year ina 
row that I’ve played in the U.S. 
Championship and I continue to 
beimpressed by the dedication of 
Americas Foundation for Chess. 
The Championship has always 
been an important event on the US 
chess calendar, but now it seems 
tohave more influence than ever. 
Witness the large number of 
players changing their federations 
to have a chance to qualify for the 
Seattle extravaganza. Qualifying 
has become serious business. In 
2002, one IM played in all six 
qualifiers (at $75 bucks a pop, 
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plus entry fee, airfare, hotel and 
food) in an attempt to return to 
the Northwest and didn’t make it. 


Seattle 2003 

White: John Donaldson (2509) 
Black: Sergey Kudrin (2603) 
Queen’s Indian Defense 

Notes by IM John Donaldson 


1.Nf3 c5 2.c4 b6 3.Nc3 Bb7 4.e3 
Kudrin is a specialist in the 
Double Fianchetto line after 4.¢3 


Nf6 5.Bg2 g6 so I decide to steer 
the play into a Queen’s Indian. 


4...Nf6 5.d4 cd4 6.ed4 e6 7.Bd3 
Be7 8.0-0 d5 9.cd5 Nd5 10.Ne5 
0-0 11.Qg4 Nc3 12.bc3 Bf6?! 


Better is 12...Nd7, though 
Karpov has played the text. 


13.Ba3! 


This is a clear improvement 
over the previously played 
13.Rel. 


13...Be5 


Forced, as 13...Re8 loses 
immediately to 14.Bh7 and 
13...,Be7 succumbs to 14.0h5 h6 
15.Bcl Nd7 16.Bh6 Ne5 17.Bg7 
Kg7 18.Qh7 Kf6 19.de5 Ke5 
20.Rad1 and the black king soon 
perishes. 
14.Qh3 h6é 





15.de5! 
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Winning material by 15.Bf8 Bd4 
16.cd4 Kf8 would be a mistake. 
Black would have a pawn and a 
better pawn structure for the 
exchange. 


15...Re8 16.Rfel Nd7 17.Rad1 
Rc8 18.Bb5 


Here the more direct 18.Re3!? 
might have been better, preparing 
a direct kingside attack. During 
the game, I was concerned about 
giving Black the chance to play 
...f5, taking on a weak e-pawn for 
breathing space in the kingside. 


18...Bc6 19.Ba6 Rb8 20.Bd6 Ra8 
21.Bc4 Qc8 22.Rd4 Nf8 23.Rg4 
Ng6 24.Qg3 Bd5 25.Bd3 





25...Rd8?! 


Black was very short of time at 
this point and loses immediately 
with this move. More challenging 
was 25...0c3. White can then 
finish things up with the exact 
sequence 26.Rf1 (White wants 
more than 26.Bb4 Qb2 27.Rb1 Qe5 
28.Rg6 Qg3 29.Rg3 Ba2) 26...0d2 
27.[4 (27.Rg6? fg6 28.026 Qg5) 
2/...Rac8 (27...Be4 28.Be4 Od4 
29.Kh1 Oe4 30.f5) 28.Re6 fg6 
29.Qg6 Og2 30.Qg2 Bg2 31.Kg2 
winning. 
26.c4 Bc6 27.Rg6 fg6 28.Qg6 
Rd6 29.ed6 Qe8 30.Qh7 Kf8 
31.Bg6 Resigns 
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Half of the 54 sections at the 
Weibel Scholastic Quads held June 
28 in Fremont ended with one of 
the players making a perfect 3-0 
score. “It was the first time we 
went home with lots of trophies 
[after an event],” said director Dr. 
Alan Kirshner. “We usually buy 
loads of trophies, about 80 for 50 
quads, but still wind up short.” 

In case of a tie for first place 
among the four players ina 
quadrangular, each player in the 
tie wins a trophy, but even though 
Kirshner usually finds himself 
with too few trophes, he esti- 
mated the number of prearranged 
results to be about five in 100. 
Then Kirshner launched a grand 
prix—in which the highest-scoring 
players in three summer quads 
win a free year’s tuition—and half 
the quads resulted in a 3-0 sweep. 

Even with the grand prix 
scoring encouraging players to 
play all-out for wins, Kirshner said 
that so many of the quads end in 
ties not because of prearrange- 
ment, but because “the kids are so 
evenly matched, by grade and by 
rating.” 


White: Ryan Ko (1373) 
Black: Saveen Sahni (1367) 
Scotch Gambit 

Notes by Ryan Ko 


1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 ed4 4. 
Bc4 hé 5. c3 dc3 6. Nc3 dé 7. 0-0 
Nf6é 8. Qb3 Qd7 9. Rel Na5 10. 
Bb5 


White shouldn't be trading 
queens in the hopes of a cheapo. 


10...c6 


Not the best move. Black 
should pick off the queen. 


11. Qa4 cb5 12. Qa5 a6 13. 
Nd4 Rb8 14. Qb6 g6 15. Nd5 
Nd5 16. ed5 Be7 


Success Chess School Scholastic 
Grand Prix #1 
June 28, 2003 


Quad 
Varun Behl 
Owen Lin 
William Connick 
Ryan Ko 
Arnav Shah 
John Boyle 
Arkajit Dey 
Nick Somer 
Daryl Neubieser 
Brian Chung 
Clayton Chan 
Ayush Kumar 
Steven Wan 
Aaditya Sekar 
Rahul Desirazu 
Raymond Zhong 
Bryan Tsang 
Alexander Lun 
Sumit Roy 
Gregory Young 
Varun Cidambi 
Maxim Elisman 
Arnav Dugar 
Alexander Liu 
Sapphire Ratner 
Rohan Mahajan 
Alex Golding 
Andrew Shie 
Ferdinand Uribe 
Dilip Shekhar 
Jonathan Chiou 





17. Nc6 


NM WWW WwW WWD W W 


On 





Success Scholastic Grand Prix Kicks 
Off with 220 Players at Weibel | 





Alvin Lee 2 
Ananth Subramaniam 
Leslie Chan 

Chris Sorenson 
Kyle Fukui 

Harish Shanker 
Sruthi Mantri 
Nikhil Kaimal 
David Hollenbeck 
Gabriel Lee 
Trisha Lian 

Jackie Connor 
Sohil Sathe 
Jessica Connor 
David Tedone 
Kevin Sheu 
Preston Kelbe 
Raji Srikant 

Jojo Zhao 

Yash Khandwala 
Lichen Han 
Alexander Lobman 
Darwin Guan 
John Wang 
Victor Shen 

Jack Yu 

Daniel Bronstein 
Vishak Menon 
Bryan Wong 
Andrew Hsu 

Ryan McSwain 
Andrew Yeh 
Vivek Ganesan 


Joshua Chan 


MO WNYN WWD WW W 
Nn On 


Nn 


w 


Winning rook for knight, but | 
even better was 17. Bf4 threaten- 
ing 18. Racl. 

17...bc6 18. Qb8 cd5 19. Qb6 


White won. | 


White: Ryan Ko (1373) 

Black: Justin Wang (1343) 
Winawer French 

1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. | 
ed5 ed5 5. Nf3 Nf6 6. Bd3 57. | 
Bd2 Bg4 8. dc5 Bc5 9. 0-0 0-0 10. 
Bg5 d4 11. Ne4 Be7 12. Rel 
Ne4 13. Be7 Bf3 14. Qf3 Qe7 | 
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15. Be4 Resigns 





White: Anthony Kang (800) 
Black: Alex Golding (800) 
Four Knights Game 
1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Nf6 4. 
Nc3 
4. Ng5 and 4. d4 offer White 
hopes for an advantage, but 4. 
Nc3 enables Black to make fast 
equality. 
4...Ne4 5. Ne4 d5 6. Ne5 
Dropping a piece. 
6...Ne5 7. Bd3 de4 
Black could blast a hole in 
White’s position by 7...Nd3 8. cd3 
de4 9. de4 and then fill it up with 
9... Qd3. 


8. Be4 Bg4 9. f3 Bh5 10. g4 Bg6é 
Better to interpolate 10...Qh4. 
11. Bg6 Ng6 


Again 11...Qh4, and even 
11...hg6 improves the rook while 
leaving the knight centralized. 


12. Qe2 Be7 
A piece ahead, Black can trade 
White’s queen, his biggest poten- 


tial source of counterplay, with 
12...Qe7. 


13. 0-0 0-0 14. b3 
A bad mistake. Black is alert. 


14...Qd4 15. Rf2 Qal 16. Rf1 
Bc5 17. Kh1 Rfe8 18. Qc4 Qe5 
19. £4 Nf4 

Losing a piece (Black was 
hoping for 20. Of4 Of4 21. Rf4 
Rel). 19...Qe4 is a good start to 
ending it. 
20. RF4 RF8 


The best way to handle an 
opponent’s threat is to find a way 
to ignore it, like 20...Qel1 21. Rf1 
Qe4. 20...Re7 keeps the rook in 
play. 
21.d3 

The last mistake. If 21. d4, 
White is right back in it. 
21...Qel 22. Kg2 Qg1 23. Kf3 
Qf2 24. Ke4 Rfe8 25. Kf5 


Black won. 
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It’s a very small world, and chess somehow makes it smaller still. Twenty years ago, Nigel 
Golding (playing black against Elijah Barsky-Ex, and Allan Ko looks on) and the editor 
worked together in the same Waldenbooks store at the Fremont Hub shopping center. The 
editor was not even playing chess at the time—he had lost his mind, and was playing and 
teaching bridge—so chess never came up in their conversations. Twenty years pass, and 
people lose each other after they find new jobs and move here and there, but my old 
friend Nigel and | were reunited after his son Alex (back to camera) discovered chess, 
and | lectured at one of his classes. Photo by Mark Shelton 


SIGURD S$ CHESS 
Chronos Clocks °89.95 









¢ Books 
¢ Equipment 
e Software 









Sigurd Smith, 5680 Rustic Drive, Tallahassee FL 32303 
Toll free (866) 562-0354 * www.sigschess.com 
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CalChess Grade Level Championship 
Attracts 272 to San Joaquin Delta 





CalChess Grade Level Championship 
May 3-4, 2003 
Kindergarten 













































1 Hemang Jangle 4 
2 lan Hurst 3 
3 Raymond Li 3 
First Grade 
] Steven Hao 4 
2 Kevin Zhu 3 
3 Vignesh Palaniappan 3 
Second Grade 
1 Hugo Kitano 3.5 
2 Michael Cosley ao 
3 Andrew Li 335 
Third Grade 
1 Kevin Leong 4 
2 Matthias Wilken 3.5 
3. Aditya Aiyer i 
Fourth Grade 
1 Saveen Sahni foe 
2 Yuki Siegrist 5 
a Tatsuro Yamamura 4.5 
Fifth Grade 
1 Trevor Showalter 55 
2 Vinzent Davies 3.5 
3 Brian Yeh 5 
Sixth Grade 
1 Bei He 55 
Corey Chang 5 
3 Daniel Law 5 
Seventh Grade 
1 Tyler Wilken 52 
2 Matt Zavortink 5 
3 Edward Wu 5 
Eighth Grade 
1 Ramon Qiu ay 
2 Michael Liu 4.5 
3 Zach Williams A 
Ninth Grade 
1 Wesley Chen 6 
2 Aaron Wilkowski 5 
3. Timothy Ma 4.5 





Tenth Grade 
1 Christopher Wihlidal 5 







2 — Dmitry Nikitin 4 

3 Levon Mkhitaryan 3.5 
Eleventh Grade 

1 Benjamin Tejes 6 

2 Melanie Delacruz 3 

3 Franklin Ferrer 2.5 





Twelfth Grade 
1 Sath Gnanasekaran 3.5 
Brian Yip 

































Just two weeks after the 
record-setting state scholastic 
championship, 272 players made 
their way to the San Joaquin Delta 
College May 3 and 4 for the 
CalChess Grade Level Champion- 
ship. 

In previous years, the tourna- 
ment alternated between sites in 
northern and southern California, 
but the dissolution of that ar- 
rangement resulted in an annual 
CalChess event. 

The North Stockton Rotary 
organized the event. John 
McCumiskey led the staff of 
computer room TDs Steve 
Bickford and Kris MacLennan, and 
floor TDs Michael Aigner, Bob 
Baker, Chuck Coleman, and 
Debbie and Cain Garrett. 


White: Kevin Leong (1090) 

Black: Mukund Chillakanti (1182) 
King’s Indian Defense 

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Nc3 Bg7 4. 
e4 dé 5. Nf3 0-0 6. Bd3 c5 7. d5 
e6 8. 0-0 ed5 9. ed5 Bg4 


, & 
Wh, 





10. h3 Bh5 


Black considered 11. g4 Ng4 
12. hg4 Bg4 a venture worth 
taking, and White preferred to 
keep a lid on things. 


11. Rel Qd7 12. Be2 Re8 13. 





Kevin Leong was First among 3rd- ral 
at the CalChess Grade Level Champion: 
ship, fifth in the K-3 championship section 
at the CEA Grand Nationals in May, and 
18th in the K-3 championship at the state 
championship in April. 


Photo by Kirshner 





Ng5 Qe7 


Black won’t lose any time with 
13...Be2 14. Re2 Re2 15. Qe2, and 
hopes to gain some by 15...Na6 
and 16...Re8) 


14. Bf4 Be2 15. Re2 Qd7 16. Re8 
Nes 17. Qg4 


White aims to simplify, bank- 
ing on Black’s backward pawn 
tipping the scale in his favor. 


17...Qg4 18. hg4 Bc3 19. bc3 
Naé 


Black was similarly planning 
to create counterplay against the 
immobile c-pawns, but he cannot 
develop 19...Nd7 and ...Ne5 as 
planned because 20. Ne4 will win 
the d6-pawn and create a big 
passed pawn for White. 
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90. Rel 

Black’s lag in development is 
really showing now. 21. Re7 is 
coming, and 20...f6 21. Ne6 
might make things worse. 
90...£h6 21. Ne4 Rd8 22. Bhé f6 
93. 95 f5 


ak ae 


-. 





24. Nf6 Nf6 

If 24...Kf7, White could regret 
swapping all the pieces with 25. 
Re8 Re8 26. Ne8 Ke8, leaving a 
bishop vs. knight ending where 


the bishop is less mobile than the 


The Finest Staunton Chess 
Sets Ever Produced 


Antique Chess Sets Also Available 


For your free color catalog 
send $2 postage to 
362 McCutcheon Lane 
Toney, AL 35773 


(256) 858-8070 
(256) 851-0560 fax 
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knight. 27. Bg7 gives the bishop a 
bit of room, and then 27...Kf7 28. 
Bf6 Nb8 plus ...Nd7 and ...Nb6 or 
...Ne5 is what Black wanted when 
he played 18...Bc3. 


25. gf6 


Perhaps played in a panic. 
25...Kf7, and then White should 
probably prefer to get an active 
rook by 26. Re7 than to save his 
blocked f6-pawn by 26. Bg5 or 26. 
Re6 (26...Re8 would be the an- 


Swer to either). 


26. Bf8 Kf8 27. Re7 b6 28. Kh2 
Nb8 29. Kg3 a6 30. Kf4 b5 31. 
cb5 ab5 32. Kg5 Nc6 33. dc6 b4 
34. c7 b3 35. c8(R) mate 


On the Cover 


First-graders (from left) Vignesh Palaniappan, Kevin Zhu, and 
steven Hao took the first three places in the first grade division at the 
CalChess Grade Level Championships in May. The trio also finished 1- 
2-3 among first graders at the CEA National Single Grade Champion- 
ships in Hayward in February, and Hao and Palaniappan represented 
Northern California first-graders at the CEA Grand National Champi- 
onships in Anaheim in May, where they finished tied again in fourth 
place. At the CalChess State Scholastic Championships in April, the 6- 
year-olds had to play in the Primary (K-3) Championship against older 
kids—Hao finished 4th, Zhu placed 8th, Palaniappan 35th. 

On the USCF’s list of top players under the age of 7, Hao is 29th 
with a rating of 1084, Palaniappan is 34th at 1061. Zhu’s rating was 
835 in the June supplement, but the unofficial July web update put 
him at 1073, so he will join the other two among the top players in the 
nation for their age. Photo by Kirshner 


Chess Sets 


By the House of Staunton 


Sole U.S. Distributor for Jaques of London 


Now Black is in real danger, 
since White has added a passed 
pawn to his more active pieces. 


25...Rf8 
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FIDE Master Teaching Summer Camp for Berkeley Chess School 





A Talk with 2002 Olympiad Gold 
Medalist Sam Collins 


By Lanette C. Chan-Gordon 

Q: What do you get when you 
combine chess with high energy, 
enthusiasm and great ability to 
articulate, captivate and teach? 

A: Sam Collins, FIDE Master 
and 2002 Chess Olympiad Gold 
Medalist from Ireland. 

Collins, 20, recently spent 
three weeks teaching at the Berke- 
ley Chess School summer camps 
in Berkeley and San Francisco. His 
master class at the Berkeley camp 
was comprised of many of the 
best juniors in Northern Califor- 
nia. “I’ve had a really great time 
here. These are very bright, ca- 
pable kids. 
They’ll do really 
well in whatever 
they do in life,” 
said Collins. 

Collins met 


played on that board than any- 
body else in the entire Olympiad. 
“He is only 20 years old and has 
plenty of time to get his IM norms, 
so he went for the gold,” said 
Shaughnessy. 

When he was 10, Collins 
started playing chess with his dad, 
who offered his son money if he 
could beat him. This lasted a few 
months until his dad was paying 
out more than he had expected! 
Collins continued to play casually 
until high school, where he met 
Jerry Murphy, a coach and mentor 
who was dedicated to supporting 
chess activities for his students in 





“If you drop a football, you've got a lot of 
people yelling at you. If you push a pawn 


including my best friend. We 
would often get taunted in class __ 
Because chess is not the most 
aggressive physical activity, 
people would call him a nerd ang 
me a nerd. His response was to 
give up. He stopped playing ches, 
for years and started doing some. | 
thing else. I kept on doing it, it’s | 
what I wanted to do, it’s what] 
liked doing. It was strange be- 
cause he became a nerd who 
couldn’t even do what he was 
passionate about. He couldn’t ) 
stand up for what he wantedto | 
do. People regarded him as some. 
one they could make cave in. They 
could affect his | 
behavior by | 
saying stuff to 
him whereas 
they may not 
have agreed 


Elizabeth with what I was | 
Shaughnessy, to a wrong square, no one even knows doing but at 
founder and , ; = least I was | 
president of the you ve done it or even cares... doing whatI | 
Berkeley Chess wanted to do. 
School, when It was 


they were both representing 


Ireland. Collins started playing a 
lot more chess, and from the ages 
{ 12-14, he gained approximately 
)00 rating points. He began 

ing in international tourna- 
-as a junior representing 












believe that kids improve 
ost when they play a lot. The 
and motivation to improve 

s chess] comes from tourna- 
‘nts rather than books. When 

u play, you find holes in your 
ames. You are motivated to fix 

* these holes when you play. If you 
fix enough holes, you find you are 
a much better player.” 

Collins has not always found it 
Oo pursue chess, however. 

lot of kids gave up playing 
when they were 13 or 14, 
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| 
important in establishing self- | 
confidence because when youre 
doing something that you like 
doing, you get better atit.Itis | 
also doing something that is a | 
little bit different, it’s very indi- | 
vidual and that’s important. If] 
had given up chess after my first | 
year, I would be a vastly different | 
person.” | 
Collins has observations ona | 
number of chess-related topics, 
including the benefits of chess. 
“There are lots of chess stud- 
ies showing the academic benefits. 
There’s less truancy in school. | 
Kids are better able to analyze | 
problems, think more clearly, | 
break things down more quickly. 
It also gives you a certain way t0 
develop more confidence and sel! 
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esteem. A lot of kids can’t swim in 
the social circle, they can’t get on 
to a soccer pitch or dance floor 
and shine. A lot of kids need to 
develop at a slightly slower pace 
and the great thing about doing it 
in chess is there’s no real pressure 
on a kid. If you drop a football, 
you've got a lot of people yelling 
at you. If you push a pawn to a 
wrong square, no one even knows 
you've done it or even cares. It’s a 
great way for kids to develop. It’s 
a quiet kid’s game. For non-brash, 
non-arrogant kids, it’s a great 
thing.” 

Regarding his teaching, Collins 
espouses the core elements of the 
Berkeley Chess School’s philoso- 
phy on kids, chess and instruc- 
tion. 

“The best teachers for me in 
high school and college were the 
ones who were passionate, the 
ones who love what they do. There 
are lots of people who can play 
good chess, just like there are lots 
of good mathematicians, lots of 
sood writers. But that doesn’t 
make all of those people good 
chess teachers, or math teachers 
or English teachers. If I’m not 
enjoying it, they’re not enjoying it. 
There is a Synergy in the class- 
room. If the teacher isn’t inter- 
ested, the kids won’t be either. 

There was a time in the second 
week when I was teaching some 
pretty basic material that was 
quite boring. The kids didn’t like 
it at all and I decided right, forget 
this, we’re not going to deal with 
this. Here’s a nice Kasparov game 
that’s much better for them. 

Teaching at the camp has been 
great. Everyone in my class wants 
tobe there and everyone’s inter- 
ested. The kids are quick and you 
can talk about ideas with them. If 
lsay something wrong, the kids 
are going to let me know about it. 
They keep me on my toes.” 

Collins is currently a student 
at University College in Dublin, 
entering his final year of law but 
hopes one day to move to the 
United States. 

Continued on page 22 


July/August 2003 





FIDE master Sam Collins and the Berkeley Chess School master class. 


Photo courtesy Berkeley Chess School 





The following piece was given to the students attending Sam Collins’ 
master class at the Berkeley Chess School summer camp. 


A Path to Chess Enlightenment 


By Sam Collins 

Improving at chess is simply a 
matter of dedication. Everyone 
reading this document has the 
talent to go further in this game 
than they can imagine - the only 
question is who actually wants to 
put in the work to get there. 
There’s nothing wrong in not 
wanting to get any better at 
chess—you’re freeing up a lot of 
valuable time to watch major 
league football or find solutions 
for world poverty. But if you do 
want to spend some of your time 
playing this game, and would like 
to play it well, I have some sug- 
gestions. 

#1: Playing 

Without this, nothing can be 
accomplished. Playing competitive 
chess does more for your game 
than all other improvement routes 
put together—plus, it’s fun. 
Competitive chess (that is, tourna- 
ments at reasonable time con- 
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trols) is the only chess worth 
playing to improve—blitz and 
bughouse and so on are good fun 
but little more. Try to play as 
often as possible. 

Before you sit down to play a 
game, decide that you’re going to 
play the best game of your life 
over the next two hours. You have 
to play it sometime, it might as 
well be now. Stay seated for as 
long as you can—when it’s your 
Opponent’s move, try to consider 
the position in general terms 
(which pieces you would like to 
relocate, which endgames are 
favorable to you), so that you can 
spend more time on specific 
analysis when it’s your turn. 
Chess players who switch off 
when their opponent’s clock is 
running are like tennis players 
who walk off court as soon as 
they’ve hit the ball. 


Continued on page 14 
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Continued from page 13 


Analyze with your opponent 


after the game. During this period, 


time spent speaking can’t be 
spent learning, so only open your 
mouth to ask your opponent what 
he thought of various ideas. 

#2: Analyzing your own 
games 

You are currently making 
some recurring mistakes. These 
could include: overestimating the 
importance of attacks on the king, 
not paying sufficient attention to 
pawn structure, placing your 
knights poorly, not opening the 
position when you have two 
bishops, being too aggressive, not 
being aggressive enough, not 
contesting open files with your 
rooks, and so forth. 

If you eliminate these mis- 
takes (or just pay more attention 
to them and try to improve in 
your problem areas), you will gain 
200 rating points. At this higher 
level you will be making different 
recurring mistakes, all of which 
can again be remedied with work. 

The only way you can know 
which mistakes you are making is 
be looking at your games—wins, 
draws and losses. For this, you 
will need: 












containing a 
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One Coach’s Guide to improvement 


most promising junior players in 
the United States. 

#3: Books 

Everything you need to know 
to beat everyone on earth at chess 
has been written down on pages 
and can be purchased for a small 
fee. On the other hand, these 
pages exist on the same shelves as 
pages containing some of the least 
instructive trash ever to have been 
published. The trick is knowing 
which books are worth reading . 

1. The Top 3 Chess Books in 
the Universe: 

Buy these, study them, cherish 
them, tuck them under your 
pillow and absorb their wisdom 
through the side of your head. 

The Life and Games of 
Mikhail Tal by Mikhail Tal 

- My System by Aron 
Nimzowitsch 

- My 60 Memorable Games by 
Bobby Fischer 

2. Opening books: 

Opening theory is a vast 
quagmire from which a few 
emerge unscathed. For you, the 
most important thing is to geta 
good general knowledge of most 
openings so you can decide which 
ones you want to play. My main 
recommendation is Nunn’s Chess 
Openings by John Nunn, which 
ell you all you need to know. 
hen Fischer was asked what 
ng methods he would use 
he a coach, he said, “For the 
esson, I’d get them to read 
every line of Modern Chess 
ings, including footnotes 
has been through several 
ns since Fischer’s day, and 
nally I think that NCO 
d be preferred. They’re the 
format, so it’s up to you.]. 
he second lesson, I’d make 
it again.” 
ndgame books: 

American juniors know 
ibout the endgame than I do 
t the finer points of outer- 
olian fiscal deficits. This 
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Irish Olympiad team member Sam Collins, 





means that even a little knowledge 
goes a very long way in winning 
tournaments. Also endgame study 
is, I think, easier and more enjoy- 
able than a lot of other chess 
work. There are lots of good 
endgame books: anything by 
Mednis is worth looking at, for 
instance. My two favorites are 
Practical Chess Endings by Paul 
Keres and Essential Chess Endings 
by James Howell. Get one and 
read it. 

#4: Coaching 

A lot of great players have 
never had any coaching in their 
lives: World number three Vishy 
Anand, for instance. So this isn't 
entirely necessary—if you work 
hard with books you don’t needa 
coach. That said, coaches can 
teach you a lot of stuff and give 
you some good advice. 

Bottom line: if you want to gel 
better at chess, it takes work, 
nothing more, nothing less. Most 
people don’t want to do the work, 
and that’s completely OK. Butif 
you put in the work, improvemenl 
is guaranteed. 
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Playing for the Big Bucks 


\ By Alan Glasscoe 


It was a lovely 
spring weekend 
in 1983. Then 
again it might 
have been a 
drizzly fall 
weekend—it 
was a long time 
ago, more than 
a lifetime in 
= dog years. I was 
playing a lot of chess at the time 
and briefly achieved an expert’s 
rating, but mostly I pushed wood 
inthe A section, and only once did 
[win any prize money (I was dead 
lost in three of my four games at a 
Berkeley tournament, but every 
time I made a stupid move, my 
opponent responded with an even 
stupider move—my only decent 
game was a 16-move draw). 

So I set forth once again to win 
the big bucks, this time in San 
Francisco at a tournament spon- 
sored by the San Francisco 
Chronicle newspaper, held ina 
downtown hotel on Market Street. 
larived armed with boundless 
optimism, a suspect repertoire of 
dubious openings, and almost one 
hour of sleep the previous night. I 
have never been able to sleep 
much the night before or during a 
weekend tournament, but I could 

| usually make it through a two-day 
event. Three-day tournaments 
invariably ruined me for the most 
of the next week. 

I played typically on Saturday, 
Winning with white and losing 
with black. That night I managed 
twomore hours of sleep, and 
arived at the tournament Sunday 
morning to play my second black 
inarow. I played the Anglo-Dutch 
Defense and won, but I had to 
move my king diagonally across 
the board and back to win the 
tnding, and after 82 moves my 
lal was dragging. We were all 
served a free chicken lunch be- 
ween the Sunday rounds. The 
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chicken may have been more 
appetizing when most of my 
fellow combatants were dining 
two or three hours earlier, but J 
gnawed at it anyhow. Ironically, I 
had playing next to Frank Church 
(of Church’s Fried Chicken), who 
had flown his private plane from 
Texas to play in the tournament. 

By the time I sat down for the 
last round, I was more fried than 
the chicken, but I had white; 
perhaps I could rapidly dispatch 
my Opponent and share in the big 
bucks. I had consulted the 
wallchart to estimate what portion 
of the big bucks might still come 
my way, and discovered that I 
could still tie for third, which 
would be worth the princely sum 
of $25 divided three ways. At least 
it would pay for my train fare on 
BART both days. 


White: Alan Glasscoe 
Black: Unnamed Co-conspirator 
Alapin French 
1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. Be3 de4 4. 
f3 ef3 5. Nf3 

Rolling the dice with the 
sleazy Alapin-Diemer Gambit. The 
game started to my liking. 
5...Nf6 6. Nbd2 Bd7 7. Bd3 <5 8. 
0-0 Nc6 9. <3 

I had tilled this soil before, 
and whipped these moves off 
rapidly. 
9...Qc7 10. Ne4 Ne4 11. Be4 h6 
12. dc5 a5 13. Nd4 Bc5 14. Qh5 
Bd6? 

Black blinks first. 14...Nd8 
was necessary. 


15. Qf7 Kd8& 
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16. Neé 


16. Nb5! was even better—a 
cornucopia of riches. 


16...Be6 17. Q@e6 Re8 18. Qd5 
Kc8 


I could get a bank loan on this 
position. 


19. Rf7 Qd8 20. Rb7?? 


I thought I saw the finish line, 
but overlooked the train at the 
crossing. Just one little check and 
it’s all over but the mating: 20. 
Bf5 Kb8 21. Rb7 wins. 


20...Bh2! 


What’s the Informant symbol 
for “oops”? 


21. Kh2 Qd5 22. Bd5 Kb7 


From the penthouse to the 
outhouse in three moves. 

In a just world, winning the 
won game would be as easy as 
losing the lost game. Now I was 
down the exchange for a pawn, 
and my opponent was playing for 
what was left of the big bucks, but 
a few bulbs in his chandelier had 
dimmed as well, and the game 
descended even lower into slap- 
stick: the Marx Brothers took over 
the white pieces, while the Key- 
stone Kops appropriated the 
blacks. 

Nonsensical moves were made, 
pieces were left hanging, pawns 
were lopped off indiscriminately. 


Continued on page 22 
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The Instructive Capablanca 


Fork Tricks and Desperadoes 


By Frisco Del Rosario 

To gain control of the center 
in the opening, said U.S. champion 
Fine, get rid of the opponent’s 
center pawns whenever and 
wherever possible. The “old fork 
trick” aims for just that: 


1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Nc3 


Far too many scholastic games 
continue with 3. Bc4 Nf6 4. Nc3, 
after which Black makes at least 
equal with 4...Ne4, but 4...Bc5 5. 
0-0 0-0 6. d3 h6 7. h3 d6, and so 
on, puts everyone to sleep. 


3...Bc5 4. Ne5 Ne5 
4...Bf2 5. Kf2 is weaker still. 
5. d4 


White is certain of some 
advantage in center space, and 
maybe even some lead in time if 
Black is slow in recovering the 


pawn (5...Bd6 6. de5 Be5 is a likely 


and hasty way to even the mate- 
rial score). 


New York 1913 

White: J.R. Capablanca 
Black: Liebenstein 
Three Knights Game 


1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Nc3 Bc5 4. 
Ne5 Bf2 


rook is 
ture at 

























When White finishes his 
development with 15. Raf1, it will 
be with the threat of 16. Bh6 anda 
winning attack. 


14...Ng4 


A mistake, exposing the pawn 
on f7, and lessening his influence 
in the center. It seems that White 
is gathering enough momentum 
for a winning attack, anyway: 
14...Bd7 15. Rafl Rg8 (to answer 
16. Bh6 with 16...gh6, discovering 
an attack) 16. Qh4, menacing 17. 
Rf6. 


15. Nd5 Qd7 16. Rf4 Nd8& 


Black can improve by 16...Ne3 
17. Qe3 Nd&8, but White maintains 


-a,significant advantage. 


g4 Qg4 18. Nc7 Qd7 

*k will be a piece behind if 
’'t gather up the white 

’s sad that while Black’s 
ad a few choices a mo- 
ago, they are suddenly taken 


ite redirects his central 
ward Black’s king. 


e5 Kg8 24. ef6 Resigns 
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New York 1912 
White: J.R. Capablanca 
Black: Randolph 
Three Knights Game 
1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Nc3 Bc5 4, 
Ne5 Bf2 5. Kf2 Ne5 6. d4 Ng67, 
Bc4 dé 8. Rf1 Beé 9. Beé feé 10, 
Kgl 

A typical position after the 
fork trick at move 4. White has 
three clear advantages in his 
strong center, castled king, and 
unopposed bishop. 


10...Nf6 11. Bg5 0-0 12. Qd3 
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12...Qd7 

Black’s kingside shelter will be 
ruined now, but 12...h6 13. e5 des 
14. Og6 Qd4 15. Khl1 hg5 16. Qg5 
and 12...c6 13. Rf2 e5 14. Raf] are 
little improvement. 
13. Bf6 RF6 14. RF6 gf6 15. Rfl 
Rf8 16. Qb5 

Making threats where he can. 
15. Rfl threatened a pawn. 16. 
Qb5 threatens queen and pawn. 
16...c6 17. Qb3 d5 18. ed5 cd5 
19. Ne2 

Black’s pawns on e6 and f6 are 
vulnerable, so 19. Ne2 prepares 
Ng3-h5, drawing a bead on thef- 
pawn, or Nf4, hitting the e-pawn. 


19...Kg7 20. c3 e5 
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Making the most of the bad 


pawns, by erecting a pawn center. 


However, the f-pawn is now 
packward, and Black’s king posi- 
tion is draftier around the white 
squares. 
21.Ng3 Ne7 22. Nh5 Kg6 
22...Kh8 is a little safer for 
the black king, though 23. Nf6 
wins one pawn with the e-pawn 
soon to follow. 
23. Qc2 e4 
If 23...Kh5, then 24. Qh7 Kg5 
25. Qg/. 
24, Qe2 
Black’s first order of business 


is to find some safety for his king. 


24...Kf7 or 24...h6 and 25...Kh7 
both leave the f-pawn hanging. 


24...f5 
Preparing flight by ...Kf7 and 


.ke8, So White cracks open the f- 


file. 
25.g4 hé 


With the idea of supporting a 
shield on g5. 


26. gf5 RF5 27. Qg4 


“Tete? 4 
4 44, 





17...Rg5 
Or 27...Kf7 28. Qg7 Ke6 


‘(8...Ke8 29. Nf6) 29. Nf4 Kd6 30. 


(h6 Ke7 31. Ne6 Kb8 32. Rf5 Nf5 
3, QF8. 


8, RF6 Kh7 29. RF7 Kh8 


29...Kg8 30. Rg7 wins the 
100k, 


10, RF8 Ng8 
Also, 30...Kh7 31. Nf6 Kg7 32. 


ig5 hg5 33. Nd7. 
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31. Qg5 hg5 32. Rg8 Resigns 





Concord 1995 

White: Jim Burden (2156) 

Black: Nathan Cypert (2021) 

Ruy Lopez 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 aé 4. 

Ba4 Nf6 5. 0-0 b5 6. Bb3 Bc5 
6...Be7 and 6...d6 give Black a 

playable game. 


7. Ne5 Ne5 8. d4 Bd6é 


White still has much the better 
of it after (Bb6 9. de5 and 10. Qd5 
threatens Qa8 and Of7. 


9. de5 Be5 10. f4 Bdé 11. e€5 Bc5 
12. Kh1 Ne4 13. Qd5 





13...Qh4 
Threatening 14...Ng3 mate. 


14. Q@e4 Rb8 15. Bf7 Kd8 16. Nc3 
Rf8 17. Bd5 d6 18. e6 Resigns 
When a piece knows it’s about 
to die, it ought to take out as 
many enemies as it can before it 
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goes. A well-known desperado is a 
knight in the French Defense: 


1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. 
Bg5 Be7 5. Bd3 


5, Co. 
5...de4 6. Ne4 Ne4 7. Be7 


White is expecting 7...Qe7 8. 
Be4 with a good game, but instead 
the desperado knight goes down 
firing. 
7...NF2 


And Black takes the lead. 

in a fork trick position, the 
forked knight may help the queen 
bishop make an attacking move 
on g4 or g5, where the extra 
tempo can turn the game com- 
pletely around. 





Blindfold simultaneous exhibition, 
Birmingham 1858 

White: Paul Morphy 

Black: Freeman 

Bishop’s Opening 


1. e4 e5 2. Bc4 


A departure from Morphy’s 
usual 2. Nf3 or 2. f4, but there’s a 
reason for that. The blindfold 
simultaneous exhibitor seeks to 
create positions that are different 
at each board to help separate 
them inside his head, and there’s 
an apocryphal story about that: 

A blindfold exhibitor played 1. 
e4, 1. d4, 1. Nf3, 1. Nc3, and so 
forth, something different at all 
boards. Everyone with Black 
played 1...b6. The exhibitor didn’t 
strain too much at move 2, but 
after each opponent played 
2...Bb7, he began lashing out with 
wild moves in the hopes that his 
opponents would start to mix up 
the positions. When they replied 
3...Bc8 all around, the master gave 
up, unable to keep the games 
apart in his mind. 
2...Bc5 3. b4 

On 3. Qg4, Bronstein suggests 
that Black sacrifice a rook by 
3...d5 4. Qg7 Qh4. If 3. Qh5S, 
however, it is the more valuable 
center pawn that is threatened, so 
Black might just play 3...Nc6. 
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| 3...Bb6 4. Nf3 dé 5. d4 ed4 6. 
Nd4 Nf6 7. Nc3 0-0 8. 0-0 Ne4 9. 
Ne4 d5 
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10. Bg5 Qe8 

10...0d7, keeping in touch 
with the d5-pawn, was better. 
11. Bd5 c6 12. Rel Qd7 13. Nf6 
gf6 14. BF6 Qd6 

Not 14...0d5, because of 15. 
Re5. White makes another sacri- 
fice to preserve his bishop on f6. 
15. Ne6 Beé 

15...fe6 16. Qg4 Kf7 17. Qg7 
Ke8 18. Be6 Be6 19. Radl would 
have typically Morphy. 
16. Qh5 


Better was 16. Od2, preventing 
the defensive move 16...Qf4. 
16...Bf2 

A mistake, said Morphy biog- 
rapher Sergeant, because Black 
wants his queen to go to f2 after 
16...0f4 17. Re6 Nd7 18. Bb2 cd5 
19. Rh6 Rfe8, threatening 20...Qf2 
and mate in two. 

17. Kh1 Qf4 18. Re6 Nd7 19. 
Bb2 

Threatening 20. Rg6. 
19...Bd4 20. g3 Nf6 21. gf4 Nh5 
22. Bd4 Nf4 23. Rg] Ng6 24. 
Reg6 hg6 25. Rg6 Kh7 26. Rg7 
Kh6 27. Be4 f5 28. Bd3 b6 29. 
Rg3 Rf7 30. Be5 Re8 31. Bf4 Kh7 
32. Rg5 Rel 33. Kg2 Rg7 34. Bf5 
Kh8 35. h4 Rg5 36. Bg5 Re8 37. 
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Last Moments of a Desperate Knight 


Kf3 Resigns 


Berkeley 1999 
White: Weiss (2100) 
Black: Schwarz (2000) 

Petroff Defense 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. d3 Ncé 4. 
g3 d5 5. ed5 

5. Nbd2, developing a piece 

and saving White’s center pawn, is 
in tune with his scheme. 

5...Nd5 6. Bg2 Bc5 7. 0-0 0-0 8. 
Ne5 


A greater risk than usual. The 


d-pawn reaches the forking square 


in two moves instead of one, so 
White has one fewer developing 
move than he could have. 


8...Ne5 9. d4 


ao “a Cs 
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9...Bg4 


A threatening development 
that coaxes White to weaken the 
g1-c5 diagonal. 10. Qd2 Nf3 
exposes the white squares around 
White’s king, as does 10. Qel Bd4 
bites Sis: 


10. f3 Nf6 


A backward attacking move. 
Black threatens 11...0d4, while 
11. dc5 (11. fg4 Qd4 12. Qd4 Bd4 
13. Khl Neg4 14. Bb7 doesn't 
seem too bad) Qdl1 12. Rdl Nf3 
looks ahead to an endgame in 
which Black’s kingside pawn 
majority is healthy and White’s 
queenside majority is not. 


ee ee 
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11.¢3 


11. Be3 looks shaky, but 
11...Nf3 12. Bf3 Bf3 13. RF3 Ne | 
14. c3 Ne3 15. Re3 might be OK 
for White. 


11...Bh5 12. Kh1 


Again White chooses against 
the endgame that could result 
from 12. dc5. 
12...Bb6 


Better is 12...Re8, after which 
the play might go the same way, 


but Black has a rook in play. | 


13. de5 Qd1 14. Rdl Ne4 15, 
Rfl 


Other moves lose at least rook | 
for minor piece. | 


15...Nf2 16. Kgl Rad8 


Indirectly guarding the knight 
by 17. Rf2 Rdl 18. Bfl Rcl, and 
also hampering White’s develop- 
ment in view of 17. Nd2 Ne4. 


17. Na3 Nd3 18. Kh1 Ne5 


a 
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19. f4 Nd3 
Black has emerged with a 
better development, and threats 
to further his game by 20...Ncl 
21. Racl Rd2 or to win some 
material after 20...Be2. 
20. Bb7 Be2 21. Bg2 Nf2 
Offering White the lesser 
option of 22. Rf2 Bf2 when 
23...Rd1 is in the offing. 
22. Kg] Ng4 23. Kh! Bf! 24. Bf} 
Rdl 25. Kg2 Ne3 26. Resigns 
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This Issue’s Obligatory Wing Gambit 


The Hobbs and Dorsch Gambits 


Making a lasting mark at chess 
isa tough thing to do. Maybe you 
play as well as Kasparov, or 
compose as splendidly as 
Grigoriev, or teach as memorably 
as Purdy, but not many of us 
attain the levels of skill required 
to do those things. 

Some players achieve some 
immortality by attaching their 
names to an Opening. Sometimes 
the moves are not so good— 

Robert Durkin claimed 1. Na3— 
and sometimes they are based in 
real positional grounds. Two 
different wing gambits, where one 
side aims for center control by 
deflecting an enemy bishop pawn, 
have been named for Bay Area 
players. 

In one of his books on the 
French Defense, international 
master John Watson named 1. e4 
e6 2. Nf3 d5 3. e5 c5 4. b4!? the 
Dorsch Gambit for life master 
Tom Dorsch of Menlo Park after 
Dorsch enjoyed a burst of success 
with the idea in the early ’90s, but 
Dorsch himself preferred the 
more descriptive name French 
Wing Gambit. 

Ten years earlier, Richard 
Parker Hobbs of the Berkeley, 
Qakland, and Monday Knights 
chess clubs, hit upon the weird 
idea 1. f4 g5?! to battle Bird’s 
pening. Grandmaster Benjamin 
and FIDE master Schiller give 
Hobbs equal billing with Steinlach 
in their Unorthodox Openings, and 
sald that “Black’s life [in the 
Steinlach-Hobbs Gambit] is likely 
lobe nasty, brutish, and short.” 





LERA Thanksgiving 1994 
White: Tom Dorsch (2200) 
black: Bill Haines (2000) 
french Wing Gambit 


le4e6 2. Nf3 d5 3.e5c¢5 4. b4 
b45.a3 d4 


Black is playing to prevent d4, 
ut the pawn is separated from its 
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mates and the tactics favor the 
better-developed side. 


6. Bb5 





6...Bd7 


Either minor-piece interposi- 
tion on d7 unguards the d4-pawn, 
while 6...Nc6 7. Bb2 Bd7 8. ab4 
Bb4 9. Bd4 Nd4 10. Nd4 gives 
White advantages in mobility and 
center space. 

7. Nd4 a6 8. ab4 

The pin on the a6-pawn 
might’ve caught Black by surprise. 
He probably rejected the reply 
8...Bb4 because of 9. Og4 (threat- 
ening 10. Qg7 and a discovered 
attack), and then 9...Bf8 puts 
Black in a backward state. 
8...Qb6 9. Bd7 Nd7 10. Nf3 Ne5 

Black is still trying to keep 
White from his goal of dominating 
the center, which is still in sight 
after 10...Bb4 11. c3 Be7 12. d4. 

11. Ne5 Qd4 12. Nf7 

White makes a heavier mate- 
rial edge by 12. Qh5 g6 13. c3 gh5 
14. cd4 Bb4, but his structure is 
not as sound. 
12...Qal 13. Nh8 Qb1 14. 0-0 
Nf6 15. Qe2 Qb4 16. Qe6 Qe7 
17. Qf5 

White certainly does not want 
to trade queens and help develop 
Black’s bishop, and especially not 
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while Black’s king is stuck in the 
middle of the board. Any queen 
move that prevents Black from 
castling is good, but White also 
looks toward capturing on h7 in 
order to free his knight. 


17...Rd8 18. Bb2 Rd7 


18...Rd2 19. Bc3 threatens 20. 
Bd2 and 20. Rel, so Black has to 
scramble to White’s liking with 
19...Rd5 20. Of3 (now 21. Bf6 is in 
the air) Oa3 21. Rel). 


19. Be5 


Setting a screen for the rook 
to enter on el. 


19...Kd8 20. Rel Kc8 


21. Bc7 was threatened, but 
now the bishop is pinned. 


21. Re3 Nd5 


Black was concerned about 22. 
Rc3, but he has uncovered an- 
other problem on the f-file. 
21...Qb4 threatens mate and 
makes room for a bishop develop- 
ment. 


22. RF3 


This almost certainly sur- 
prised Black, who must pull his 
knight back to f6, and White wins 
a tempo for securing his back 
rank. 


22...Nf6 23. h3 


White’s advantage is consoli- 
dated with the luft move (he can 
also blunt the d-file by 23. Rc3 
Kd8 24. d4). Black’s king is unsafe 
and his pieces are mostly immo- 
bile. 


23...Kd8 

The only reasonable move that 
unpins the rook. His knight is also 
pinned, so White moves to pile up. 
24. g4 

Black’s fortunate reply makes 
...Nd7 possible to guard his f8- 
bishop, so 24. d4 might’ve been 


preferable to keep the rook under 
wraps. 
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Frying the Bird with Hobbs’ Gambit 


24...Rd2 25. Kg2 Rd7 


Taking d7 away from the 
knight, and so putting g5 right 
back in place as the winning 
move. 25...Ke8 was reasonable, 
taking the threat out of 26. Qg5 
(idea 27. Rf6). 


26. g5 Ne8 27. Nf7 Kc8 28. Rc3 
Resigns 

28...Nc7 29. Rc7 wins all the 
black pieces. 


Berkeley 1996 
White: Jim Stewart (1900) 
Black: Tom Tedrick (2100) 
Hobbs Gambit 


1. £4 


In order to join the Monday 
Knights club, or to be an assistant 
director of the Berkeley club, it 
seems one has to be infected with 
the Bird’s Opening virus. Hobbs 
prepared his 1...g5 antidote for 
John Spargo, an assistant TD at 
Berkeley, and Spargo met the 
gambit head-on with 2. fg5. That 
legendary encounter continued 
2...e5 3. d3 h6 4. Nf3 Ncé6 5. e4 
hg5 6. Bg5 f6 7. Be3 Nh6 8. Nc3 
Ng4 9. Bd2 Bc5 10. Qe2 Bf2, and 
Black had to be pleased (0-1, 44). 
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Black aims to control e4 but 
...Nf6 is unavailable. Black might 
also have considered 3...c5. This 
Internet game provides some 
example: 1. d4 f5 2. Bg5 g6 3. g4 
d5 4. ef5 Bf5 5. c4 Bg7 6. Nc3 dc4 
7. e4 Bc8 8. Bc4 Qd4 9. Qb3 Nf6 
10. Rdl Resigns 


4. Nf3 


Lacking energy. White ought to 
get into the spirit of things and 
pry Black out of the center with 4. 
c4. Then if Black replies tamely 
with 4...e6, he gets a Baltic De- 
fense minus his g-pawn, so he 
should continue in Albin 
Countergambit fashion with 4...e5 
5. de5 d4 6. Nf3 Nc6 anda 
mudpuddle of a position. 


4...h6 
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nstance, 5. c4 e6 6. 
and there might 
en cd5 ed5 fol- 
kes a serious 

ght squares. 


With the extra 
eaps to exchange pieces, 
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knight couldn’t even move unti] | 

White played Bh6). 8. Bg2 leaves { The 
Black behind in development and jal 
material. ant, 


8...Nh6 9. Bg2 Qd6 4 10\ 
The queen move often fore- - 

shadows combinations that begin a 

with ...Rh2 and continue with of es 


...Qg3 forking king and rook. 
10. Nc3 Ng4 





fool's 
ef, agall 





Y re YY YiKL 
Yj YY 
Yj . R Ur Y 4 


ter ho 
Alternatively, 11. Qd2 Rh2 12. gate 


Rh2 Qg3 13. Kd1 Nh2 14. Nd5 fer sh 
(White can settle for a pawn put? 
minus but a quieter position by _—_Mrcog 
14. Nh2 Qg2 15. Nf3) Qg2 15. Nc7  titmen 
Kd7 16. Nel Qe4 17. Na8& Nc6o aetent ¢ 
should give Black good prospects. | — 


11...Rh4 12. gh4 Ne3 13. Qd2 
Qf4 14. Nd5 


The material scale favors 
White after 14. Qe3 Oe3 15. Nd5 
Qd4 16. Nc7 Kd8 17. Na8 Qh4 18. 
Kf1 Nc6, but his pieces are widely 
scattered and undeveloped. 


14...Qh4 mate 


Get the CCJ Sooner 


When the CC] goes to the 
printers, CalChess e-mailing list 
subscribers (http:// 
eroups.yahoo.com/group/ 
calchess-members/join) hear 
about the PDF version posted at 
calchess.org/journal.html weeks 
before the paper copy reaches 
CalChess members in the mail. 
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; ( There is one thing Black can 
nd jyonthe chessboard that White 
anol, and it is to checkmate in 
4) moves. The shortest game 
iatcan end is checkmate is the 
jasc Fool’s Mate: 


: i gfe5 2.f3 Qh4 mate 








fool's Mate happens over and 

#again and again, but no 

tthow many times a chess 

jt wails that it’ll never 

12, #to him or her, so why 

itshowing this stupid old 
amut?, the answer remains 

y  Wicognizing the Fool’s Mate 

Nc7 wimenables one to win lots of 

int chess games. 





cts, 

2 AN. Other 
DuMont 
Opening 


15 52. fe5 dé 3. ed6 Bdé 

18. jiefirst point of From’s 

lely itis that Black immediately 
Mis Mate in three starting 
Qh4., 


095 5. NF3 Qg3 6. hg3 


er inate 

~~ 
St y1930 

Damant 

‘Amateur 

um Defense 
at 


ks 192.d4d5 3. Bd3 


y of these Foolish games 
. #0 an early bishop devel- 


——— 
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Opment to d3 or d6 before check- 


mating on g6 or g3. Now Black 
does best to play 3...de4 4. Be4 
Nf6. 
3...Nf6 4. e5 Nfd7 5. e6 

At the least, Black’s king 
position will suffer from 6. ef7. 


5...fe6 6. Qh5 g6 7. Qg6 hgé 8. 
Bg6 mate 





Berkeley 1992 

White: Ganesan (2095) 

Black: Paul Liebhaber (2022) 
Owen’s Defense 

1. e4 b6 2. d4 Bb7 3. Bd3 £5 


The e4-pawn is relatively 
pinned due to the threat to snag 
the rook on hl. 


4. ef5 Bg2 
Ha! 
5. Qh5 g6 6. fg6 Nf6 





7. gh7 Nh5 8. Bg6 mate 


This game was also played by 
the Italian chess theorist Greco in 
1619. 

Most of the Foolish games just 
look like accidents, but it pays to 
be alert when your opponent 
suffers a mental mishap. 





Hayward 2003 
White: Burgerman 
Black: Mike Rose 
Pirc-Lisitsin Gambit 
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A Page of Foolishness 


1. Nf3 f5 2. e4 


The Hayward Chess Club 
meets at a Nation’s Hambugers 
joint these days, and you never 
know what these hamburger- 
eating strangers are going to play. 
2...fe4 3. Ng5 Nf6 4. d3 hé 5. 
Ne4 Ne4 





6. Qh5 Resigns 





CaiChess State Scholastics 1996 
White: Jennifer Chen (961) 
Black: Michael Lawler (759) 
Alekhine’s Defense 


1. e4 Nf6 2. Nc3 Nc6 3. d4 g6 4. 
e5 


Punishing Black immediately 
for not playing to put a pawn in 
the center. 


4...Ng8 5. Bg5 h6 6. Bh4 g5 7. 
Bg3 f6 8. Qh5 mate 


The Foolish theme occurred in 
the shortest game ever recorded 
between two masters, and even in 
one game between two grandmas- 
ters. 





Paris 1924 

White: Gibaud 

Black: Lazard 

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nd2 e5 3. de5 Ng4 
4.h3 Ne3 


Continued on page 22 
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Foolishness 


Continued from page 21 
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5. Resigns 

Legend goes that Gibaud first 
tried to keep this game out of the 
French chess press, then tried to 


TactiTals Win Sacramento CC 


deny that he played it, and finally 
attempted to claim the winning 
side! 





Linares 1988 
White: John Nunn 
Black: Kiril Georgiev 
Caro-Kann Defense 
1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. Nd2 de4 4. 
Ne4 Nd7 5. Ng5 
Sixty-five years later, Gibaud’s 
ghost inhabited grandmaster 
Georgiev’s body during one of the 
most important tournaments of 
the year. 


5...h6 6. Ne6 Qa5 7. Bd2 Qbé 8. 
Bd3 fe6 9. Qh5 Kd8 10. BaS 
Resigns 


Team Championship 


By John McCumiskey 

Sharks and Plumbers were 
found in the same room and even 
facing each other at one time. No, 
this didn’t occur at a theme park 
like Six Flags Marine World, but at 
the Sacramento Chess Club be- 
tween February 5 and April 2. Ten 
teams were in heated battle for 
the 2003 Sacramento Chess Club 
Team Championship. 

The teams The TactiTals and 
No Name sprinted out of the gate, 
leaving behind the field by scoring 
6.5 and 6 match points respec- 
tively in the first seven rounds. 
Each team won six matches with 
The TactiTals drawing their first 
round match while No Name was 
defeated by The TactiTals in 
round two. In the last two 
rounds, No Name was unable to 
keep the pace, going 1-1 to finish 
with 7.0 match point while The 
TactiTals scored 1.5-0.5 to finish 
with 8 match points. Congratula- 
tions to The TactiTals: Michael 
Aigner, Daniel Schwarz, Kevin 
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Begley, Keith Schwarz, and James 
Schiller, each receiving a trophy 


for their victory. 

Several individual perfor- 
mances were equally or more 
impressive. On Board 4, No 
Name’s Dave Begg scored 8.5 


points, giving up a round 4 draw 


to Not Extremely Good Players’ 
Jossy Chalissery who finished 
with 7 points. Michael Aigner 


locked up the Board 1 prize with 7 


points in the 8 games that he 
played while teammate Kevin 
Begley won on Board 3 with 7 


points. Board 2 was a tight affair 


throughout the event with 5 
players having a possibility at 


winning the prize going into the 
last round. The Sharks’ Brendan 
Birt drew his last round game to 
ensure the prize with six points. 


Keith Schwarz took home the 


award for most improved player 


with a rating increase of 102 
points. Each of these players 
received a plaque for their 
achievement. 
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Playing for th 
Big Bucks 


Continued from page 15 


Other players finished their 
games and wandered over to 
enjoy the fun. At one point] 
looked behind me and saw a 
former member of my chess chip 
doubled over with silent, helplg!! 
laughter. hi 
After 60 moves, all the pay}! 
were gone, andI had arook  {t 
against my opponent’s knight} 
played a few more moves hopiy 
something wonderful would |* 
happen, but nothing did. Frank 
Church finished second and fl ! 
back to Texas. Thanks to me, tity 
prize was now split between jus 
two players and soared to mor} 
than $12 each. The Chronicle |} 
didn’t have to pay for my BART}# 
fare. i 
Several months later my cat’ 
was broken into and my backpi 
was stolen. It contained my che 
set, board, chess clock, anda 
notebook with my games from 
previous two years, including 
one. I hope the thief enjoyed 
playing it over. | 
Alan Glasscoe occasionally plays ! 
chess and directs tournaments, andis } 
Bobby Fischer’s astrological twin. Ma b 
people who have played him refuseta 
believe he was ever an expert. i 


Collins: 


i 
Continued from page 13 
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“I am thoroughly charmedlh 
California and America. I do loi 
it here. It really seems to be the} 
land of opportunity. If youre > 
smart and work hard you Call j 
accomplish so much. When you 
are the best at anything, your ' 
and you don’t try as hard. Ina 
large country like America, the 
are more ladders to climb.” }, 
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Hercules 
Au Cafe 
11 a.m. Sundays 


Humboldt County 
Bob Phillips 
(707) 839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 8 p.m.-midnight 
Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Building 415, Yosemite Room 
Charles Pigg 

(510) 447-5067 


Merced 
Fridays 6:30 p.m. 
Merced Mall Food Court 


Modesto 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Doctors’ Hospital Cafeteria 
1441 Florida Ave. 

John Barnard 

(209) 785-7895 


Monterey 

Daily except Mondays 
430 Alvarado St. 

Ted Yudacufski 

(408) 646-8730 


Mount Shasta 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Dick Bolling 

(530) 926-3608 


Oakhurst 
Saturdays 4 p.m. 
Cafe Baja 

40029 Highway 41 
(559) 642-6333 


Palo Alto 

Thursdays 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
Avenidas Senior Center 
450 Bryant St. 

(650) 327-2811 


Palo Alto 

Cafe La Dolce Vita 
299 California Ave. 
(650) 323-0478 


Paradise 

Tuesdays 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 

(916) 873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Henderson at Indiana 
Hans Borm 


(559) 784-3820 


Reno, Nevada 
Sundays and Thursdays 6:30 
p.m. 


2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
(775) 827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 

(775) 747-1405 


Richmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th at MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
POB 69 
Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesdays 5:30-10 p.m. 
Hart Senior Center 

915 27th Street 

John McCumiskey 

(916) 557-7053 (days) (916) 
428-5532 (eves) 
Sacramento 

Fridays 6 p.m. 

Hart Senior Center 

915 27th Street 


John Barnard 
(209) 785-7895 


Salinas 

Weekend afternoons 
Carl’s Jr. 

1061 N. Davis Rd. 
Abe Mina 

(831) 758-4429 


San Anselmo 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza 

Red Hill Shopping Center 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd. 
Jim Mickle 

(415) 457-2719 


San Francisco 

Daily 

Mechanics Institute 

57 Post St., Fourth Floor 
John Donaldson 

(415) 421-2258 


San Francisco 

Fridays 6:30 p.m. 

Stonestown Chess Club 
Stonestown Senior YMCA Annex 
3150 20th Ave. 

Joan Arbil 

(415) 332-9548 


San Jose 

Tuesdays and Fridays, 12 noon-4 
p.m. 

Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Ave. 

Jerry Marshall 

(408) 267-1574 


Santa Clara 
Second Saturdays 2:15-6:15 
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Places TO Play Send changes and new information to trisco@appleisp.net. 


p.m. 
Mary Gomez Park 


Francisco Sierra 


(408) 241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Afternoons until closing at 6:30 
p.m. 

Sonoma Coffee Company 

521 Fourth St. 

Peter Menetti 

(707) 869-5786 


Santa Rosa 

First and last Saturdays 
Rincon Valley Library 
6959 Montecito Blvd. 
Mike Haun 

(707) 537-0162 


Stanford 

Meets weekly during school year 
Michael Aigner 
maigner@stanford.edu 


Stockton 

Fridays 6-11 p.m. 

St. Andrews Lutheran Church 
4910 Claremont Ave 

Jacob Green 

(209) 942-2812 
jacobgreen@msn.com 
http://www.geocities.com/ 
jacobgreen87/STKNCHESS. html 


Stockton Delta Knights 
Sundays 1-4 p.m. 

First Baptist Church 

3535 N. El Dorado 

Jacob Green 
1-209-942-2812 

Visalia 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Borders Books and Music 
Mooney at Caldwell 

Allan Fifield 

(559) 734-2784 
hometown.aol.com/visaliachess/ 
myhomepage/profile. html 


Walnut Creek 

Tuesdays 6:30-10:30 p.m. 
Clvic Park 

Broadway and Civic 
Clarence Lehman 

(925) 228-3257 


Yuba City 

Mondays and Weds. 7-11 p.m. 
Carl’s Jr. 

Bridge St. and Highway 99 
Tom Giertych 

(916) 671-1715 
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Tournament Calendar | 


Events marked with an star vx offer discounted entry fees for CalChess members, and/or the organizers are making a contribution} 
CalChess from the entry fees. The California Chess Journal encourages participation in those events. 

For the most up-to-date schedule, go to http://www.calchess.org/scholasticschedule.html and http://www.calchess.oyq) 
tournamentschedule.html. | 


vOo02 62 NTT 


- Date Event Location CalChess | 
August 16 Las Lomitas Scholastic Swiss Sectional Menlo Park 4 | 
Dr. Alan Kirshner, 66 Indian Hill Place, Fremont 94539 (510) 657-1586, info@successchess.com | 
August 16 West Coast Scholastic Championship San Luis Obispo | 
Dennis Steele, dennissteele@studentchess.org | 
August 16-17 San Luis Obispo County Championship San Luis Obispo xx | 
Barbara McCaleb, 234 Via La Paz, San Luis Obispo 93401 (805) 544-0717 bmccaleb@calpoly.edu | 
August 23 3rd Viadimir Pafnutieff Memorial G/45 San Francisco 
John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 
imjwd@aol.com | 
August 23-24 Sacramento Chess Club Weekend Swiss #11 Sacramento ve b 
John McCumiskey, 6700 50th St., Sacramento 95823-1306 (916) 428-5532, jmclmc@lanset.com ‘ 
August 24 BlacKnight Quads San Jose | 
Academic Chess, 3800 Blackford Ave., San Jose 95117 (408) 246-4416 | 
August 30-Sept. 1 CalChess State Championship San Francisco ve | 
Richard Koepcke, 2047 Montecito Ave #30, Mountain View 94043 (650) 964-2640 
richard.koepcke@sun.com 
See advertisement page 5 
September 6 BlacKnighf Quads San Jose 
Academic Chess, 3800 Blackford Ave., San Jose 95117 (408) 246-4416 
September 13 Ath Howard Donnelly Memorial G/45 San Francisco 
John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 
imjwd@aol.com 
September 27-28 2nd Frank Harris Memorial Chess Tournament Vallejo x 
Maximo M. Fajardo, 127 Missouri Street, Vallejo 94590 (650) 255-8587 
October 12 CalChess Fall Scholastic Quads San Leandro e 
Dr. Alan Kirshner, 66 Indian Hill Place, Fremont 94539 (510) 657-1586, info@successchess.com 
October 25 Sacramento Scholastic Team Championship Sacramento ve 


John McCumiskey, 6700 50th St., Sacramento 95823-1306 (916) 428-5532, jmclmc@lanset.com 


PRST STD. 
CalChess 
USP 
POB 7453 Neos 
Menlo Park, CA 94026 Permit No.5 | | 


Ridgecrest, CA 
93555 





Chess Room Mechanics' 
Institute 

57 Post St Ste 408 

San Francisco CA 94104-5106 
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Dmitry Zilberstein Wins Northern 
California State Championship 
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The California Chess Journal is published 
six times yearly by CalChess, the Northern 
California affiliate of the United States Chess 
Federation. A CalChess membership costs 
$15 for one year, $28 for two years, $41 for 
three years, and includes a subscription to the 
California Chess Journal plus discounted en- 
try fees into participating CalChess tourna- 
ments. Scholastic memberships for students 
under 18 are $13 per year. Family member- 
ships, which include just one magazine sub- 
scription, are $17 per year. Non-residents 
may subscribe to the California Chess Journal 
for the same rates, but receive non-voting 
membership status. Subscriptions, member- 
ship information, and related correspon- 
dence should be addressed to CalChess at 
POB 7453, Menlo Park CA 94026. 


The California Chess Journal gladly ac- 
cepts submissions pertaining to chess, espe- 
cially chess in Northern California. Articles 
should be submitted in electronic form, pref- 
erably in text format. Digital photographs are 
preferred also. We work on a Macintosh, but 
articles and photographs created in lesser op- 
erating environments will be accepted at 126 
Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo CA 94402-2414, 
or frisco@appleisp.net. All submissions sub- 
ject to editing, but we follow the unwritten 
rule of chess journalism that editors shouldn’t 
mess with technical annotations by stronger 
players. 
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Recent financial problems at the USCF have impacted a variety of pro- 
grams, including those which formerly provided some funding to state organi- 
zations. Traditionally, the USCF returned $1 of each adult membership and 50 
cents of each youth membership to the state organization under its State 
Affiliate Support Porgram, but SASP was eliminated in 2001. This resulted ina 
$2,000 shortfall to the CalChess budget — its primary expense is production 
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parties who wish to support the quality and growth of chess in Northern 
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Dmitry Zilberstein Wins 2003 
_CalChess State Championship 


By Michael Aigner 


he 2003 edition of 

the CalChess State 
Championship was 
held on Labor Day 
weekend at the 
Golden Gateway 

_ Holiday Inn in San Francisco, 

» where 188 players braved the 

City's summer fog to compete for 
the title of Northern California 
state champion. Richard Koepcke 
organized the event, with the 
assistance Of tournament direc- 
tors John McCumiskey and Robert 
Chan. 

The 24-player master section 
was headed by two of the area's 
2500-lb. gorillas: defending 
champion IM Ricardo DeGuzman 
' and SM Vladimir Mezentsev, but 
neither top seed finished in the 
three-way tie for first at 4.5 points 
out of 6 rounds. In the last round, 
southern California IM Timothy 
Taylor defeated DeGuzman and 
NM Tigran Ishkhanov defeated 
Mezentsev. That left FM Dmitry 
lilberstein with a chance to finish 
in clear first, but he was held toa 
draw by NM Victor Baja. 

When the dust settled, 
lilberstein, Ishkhanov, and Taylor 
finished tied for first, although 
lilberstein had the best tiebreaks 
and is the new CalChess state 
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and Richard Peterson treasurer. 
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CalChess Elects New 
Board of Directors 


CalChess members elected seven new directors at its annual 
meeting Sept. 1 in San Francisco. Michael Aigner, Josh Bowman, 
Riley Hughes, Angela Hughes, and Eric Hicks received two-year 
lerms. Lanette Chan-Gordon and Steve Stacy each won a one year 
lm. The board of directors named Elizabeth Shaughnessy presi- 
dent, Josh Bowman vice- president, Lanette Chan-Gordon secretary, 


champion! FM Zilberstein has long 
been a force in northern Califor- 
nia chess dating back to his days 
as one of the best juniors in the 
country. 





White: Walter Shipman (2279) 
Black: Dmitry Zilberstein (2422) 
Notes by FM Dmitry Zilberstein 





This position has arisen after 
the first time control. Black is in 
control due to far more superior 
position of its rook which like a 
Shark is coming in for a kill on the 
b-file. 

1. g4! 

The only chance. Passive 
defense is hopeless: 1. Ra2 Rb3 2. 
Kd2 d4 3. cd4 Kd4, and so on. 


1...Rb3 2. £5 Rc3 3. Kf4 g5!?! 
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One could bet no computer 
program in the world would come 
up with this (that’s why the extra 
exclamation mark), but—amaz- 
ingly—it might be the most el- 
egant and simplest way to win. 
Perhaps 3...Kd6 is also enough. 
But after 4. Rf1! White gets the 





2003 CalChess Labor Day Chess 
Championship 
August 30-September 1, 2003 
Master 
Dmitry Zilberstein 
Tim Taylor 
Ricardo DeGuzman 4. $59 
Michael Aigner 
Victor Baja 
Nicolas Yap 
U2400 Tigran Ishkanov 
Expert 
1 Jahangir Ahmed 
Juan Luaces 
James Al-Shamma 
A 






4.5 $543 









4.5 $543 







5 $480 
4.5 $175 























1 Osmundo Reyes 5.5 $420 
2 Yefim Bukh 4.5 $205 
3-6 MichaelDaCruz 4 $29 
Daichi Siegrist 
Dante Argishti 
Jamie Brett 
B 
1 Kayven Riese a. S20 
2-3 John Chan 4.5 $160 
Simon Rubinstein-Salzedo 
C 
1-2  VincentRubianes 5 $313 
Owen Lin 
3-4 Robert Connick 4.5 $58 
Arnav Shah 
D/E/Unrated 
1 Arthur Connick 5 ~$420 
2-6  RyanKo 4.5 $64 
Michael Gosk 
Freddy Ferrer 
Arun Gomatam 
Tejas Mulye 
U1200 Nitin Gomatam 4.5 $265 
U1000 Jeff Young 35° S126 
Unr __ Ted Castro 6 Trophy 
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Northern California State Champion 
Zilberstein Annotates 


counterplay. For example, 4...gf5 
5. gf5 Ra3 6. {6 Ke6 7. f7 Kf7 8. 
Ke5, with ensuing 9. Kd5. This 
still should be winning for Black, 
but if it is, it is too mundane. 


4.Kg5 

If 4. Ke5 then 4...Re3 5. Kf6 
Rf3 6. Kg7 c3 7. [6 d4 8. f7 d3, 
and it’s curtains. 
4...Rf3! 

This is the reason behind 


3...g5. The rook is perfectly 
placed. 


5. Rel 


A last gasp attempt to activate 
the rook, but it’s too late. The best 
chance was 5. Kh6 c3 6. Kh7 (6. 
Kg7 d4 7. f6 c2 8. f7 d3 -+) d4 7. 
¢5 Rf5 8. g6 Rg5 9. g7 d3 10. h4 
Rg2 11. g8(Q) Rg8 12. Kg8 c2 -+. 


5...c3 6. f6 Kd4 7. Re7 c2 8. Rc7 
Rc3 9. Re3 Kc3 10. f7 c1(Q) 11. 
Kf6 Qf4 12. Resigns 


White: Tim Taylor (2417) 
Black: Dmitry Zilberstein (2422) 
Queen’s Gambit Declined 
Notes by FM Dmitry Zilberstein 


1. d4d5 























center, then 
8...dc4 9. Bc 
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11. Ne4!? 


If this rings any bells, it’s 
because similar positions have 
occurred in countless QGD en- 
counters between Capablanca and 
Alekhine during their world 
championship match way back in 
1927. White refuses to go along 
with Black’s intent of exchanging 
knights. After 11.Rcl Nc3 12. Re3 
b6, the game could transpose into 
the recently-rejuvenated Lasker 
variation, where it appears Black 
is able to solve his opening prob- 
lems after several more careful 
moves. Also, 12...c5 and 12..e5 are 
solid alternatives. 


11...Rd8 


it & ‘2 
a iat a 3 
oo “Pa 


a 
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12. Qb3 


Perhaps 12. Qc2 poses more 
problems, but Black’s position 
remains tough to break through in 
any case: 12...b6 13.Neg5 Nf8 
14.Racl (14.e4 Nf4 15.e5 Bb7 
16.Ne4 c5) 14...Bb7 with the idea 
...Rac8 plus ...c5 to reach equality. 


12...b66 13. Ng3 Nc7 

The most flexible. Of course 
13...,Bb7 is good too, but now 14. 
e4 is met by 14...c5 15. d5 b5! 
14. Racl c5 15. Qa3?! 

White tries to put some pres- 


sure on Black’s setup, but it 
doesn’t seem there could be 
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} 
something. Not only that, as the 


black pieces begin to unwind, the 


queen on a3 finds itself ina 
Suspicious position. Better was 
15.Rfd1l. 


15...Bb7 16. Be2 


If White wants to change to 
the flow of the game, allowing 
Black to take on f3 certainly 
deserves attention: 16.Rfd1 Bf3 
17.gf3. Of course, Black doesn’t 
have to go for anything that 
“dangerous” and can play 
16...0f6=. 


16...Nd5 
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17. Rfd1 


17. Ba6 would in some sense 
justify White’s 15th move. Still, 
after: 17.Ba6 Ba6 18.Qa6 Nb4 
19.0c4 cd4 20.ed4 (20.Nd4 Ne5 


21.Qc7 Qc7 22.Rc7 Nd5=) 20...Ndi 


21.Nf5 Of8 22.Ne3 N7f6, Black's 


position remains strong as a rock. 


17...a5 18. Qb3?! 

18.e4?! Nb4 19.Bb5 Nf6 20.e) 
Nd7! with advantage; 18.b3!=. 
18...Nb4 


One can begin to notice that 
queen on b3 and a3 is not ina 
comfortable neighborhood at all. 
19. e4? 


White is unable to handle the 
pressure. Indeed, it’s getting less 
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and less comfortable for White. 
since 19. a3 is met by 19...a4, the 
hest way to play might have been 
admitting being wrong on the 
previous move and retreating 
hack to a3. 

19...cd4 20. Rc7? 

White is still intent on getting 
some initiative, but this move 
meets a quick and elegant refuta- 
tion. Accepting being a pawn 
down is better, by 20.Nd4 Nc5 
21.0e3 Na2. 


20...Qd6! 

That’s the point! 
21. Rb7 Nc5 22. Rd4 Qc6 23. 
Rb6 

23.0e3 Qb7 24.Qg5 Rd4 
25.Nh5 £5-+; 23.Rd8 Rd8 24.0e3 
Qb7 25.0g5 f6 26.Q¢4 Nbd3-+. 
23...Qb6 

The rest is a matter of tech- 
nique. 
24. Qc4 Nc6 25. Rd8& Rd8 26. e5 


Qb4 27. Qcl Nd4 28. h3 Nf3 29. 


Bf3 Qd4 30. Qg5 hé 31. Qe7 
Nd3 32. Ne2 Qf2 33. Kh2 Qb6 
34, Be4 Ne5 35. Ng3 Qd6 36. 
Qa7 h5 37. h4 Ng4 38. Resigns 


White: Patrick Kitano (1552) 
Black: Rohan Sathe (1418) 
Petroff Defense 


l.e4e5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Ne5 dé 
Black can offer the first gam- 
bit by 3...Nc6, after which White 
should avoid the Cochrane idea— 
4.Nf7 Kf7 5. d4 d5 6. eS Ne4—but 
4.Nc6 dc6 is only speculative for 
Black. 
4, Nf7 Kf€7 5. d4 Be7 
)...Ne4 6. Qh5 regains the 
knight with advantage, and 6... 
Kg8 7. Qd5 oughtn’t surprise 
anyone, 
6.Nc3 Nbd7 


6...Re8 is Black’s safest path 
lo connecting his rooks. 


1,Bc4 Ke8 8. 0-0 b6 


_ Awasted move, though Black 
ls about out of time: 8...Nf8 9. f4 
be6 10. Be6 Ne6 11. f5 Nf8 12. Of3 
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threatens the consistent and 
powerful 13. e5. 


9. f4 Nf8 10. e5 N6d7 


16. g5 Ne8 17. Ne4 Rg8 18. Kh1 
Qb7 19. Qf3 


What fun for White. 
19...h6 20. £6 gf6 21. Nf6 

An inconsistent move. 21. gf6 
even makes a threat of Bh6. 
21...Rg6 22. Ne8 Ke8 23. h4 hg5 


Black probably wanted to try 
23...Ne6 24. de6 Qf3 25. Rf3 Bb7, 
but at move 24, White would’ve 
played 24. Oh5 Nf8 25. Rf8. 

24. Bg5 

Making a huge threat of 25. 
Of7 Kd8 26. Of8. 
24...Be6 25. Be7 

Now Black must play 25...Qe7 
to develop his queen with the 
threat of 26...Qh4. 
25...Ke7 26. Rael Rb8 27. Reé 
Ne6 28. Qf7 Kd8 29. Qg6 Qe7 
30. Qg8 Kd7 31. Qe6 Qeé 32. 
de6 Ke7 33. Rf7 Ke8 34. Baé 


Some would prefer 34. h5 b5 
35. h6 be4 36. h7. 


34...Rd8 35. Bb5 Resigns 
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11. e6 


Here 11. Qf3 with 12. Qd5 to 
follow is a crusher. 


11...Nf6 12. £5 c5 13. d5 


White is determined to 
squeeze Black off the board, but 
again a more threatening move— 
13. Bb5—does the trick. 


13...a6 14. a4 Qc7 15. g4 Kd8 


SIGURD’S CHESS 
Chronos Clocks °89.95 
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Sigurd Smith, 5680 Rustic Drive, Tallahassee FL 32303 
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Lev Pisarsky Wins Kolty Chess 


Club Championship 


Kolty Chess Club Championship 
June 12-August 14, 2003 


Overall 
Lev Pisarsky 
Frisco Del Rosario 


A 


1-2 Ray Fergerson 


William Johns 


3-4 Bruce Matzner 


] 
2 
3 


1 
2 


Richard Roubal 
B 

John Bulash 

Prashant Periwal 


-9 Igor Roussinov 


Norman Wild 
Antonio Rabadan 
Fred Leffingwell 
Lovie Arquie 
Michael O'Brien 
C 
Vishtasb Golshan 
Chris Waroff 


3-7 Durai Chinnaiah 


Marvin Shu 
Matthew Haws 
Hendrawan Soeleman 
Yu Tai Wu 

D 
Alexei Karets 
James Rossi 
Rohan Sathe 

E 
Christopher Tsai 
Mark Shakhman 
Christopher Wu 

F 
Charles Sun 
Tim Tieu 
Narayan Subramanian 
Herbert Kanner 
Steven Davies 
Lenny Khodel 

Under 800 
Hugo Nino 
Unrated 

Steve Pait 
Geva Yashfe 
Nadav Caspi 


Lev Pisarsky won the Kolty 
Chess Club championship held 
June 12-August 14 in Campbell 
with a 7-1 score. Fred Leffingwell 


directed 89 players in one section. 


Expert Frisco Del Rosario 
conducts a free chess class before 
each club meeting at 6:45 p.m. on 
Thursdays at 1 West Campbell 
Ave. 


White: Lev Pisarsky (1983) 
Black: Frisco Del Rosario (2065) 
Philidor Countergambit 


1.e4 e5 2. Nf3 dé 3. d4 f5 4. 
de5 fe4 5. Ng5 d5 6. c4 


A novel move, taking aim at 
Black's better center pawns, but 
Black is enabled to rush in on the 
black squares. 


6...Bb4 


7. Nc3 can lead to spirited 
play: Majzlan-Novak, Bratislava 
open 1995, went 7...d4 8. a3 Bc3 
9. bc3 e3 10. £4 (Schacher- 


CherrylandCafe, ICC 2003, contin- 


ued 10. Be3 de3 11. Qd8 Kd8 12. 

Nf7 Ke8 13. Nh&8, and White never 
got his knight back into play) Nc6 
11. Bd3 Ne5 12. cd4 Bg4, 0-1, 22. 


723 


Black saw a fast way to pre- 
vent White from castling, but 
7...Q¢5 8. Bb4 Nc6 9. Bc3 d410. 
Bd4 Nd4 11. Qd4 Ocl 12. Ke2 algg 
did the trick in Costa-Santos, 
Cova de Piedade 2001. 

8. Bb4 ef2 9. Kf2 Qg5 10. Qd2 
Qe5 

Black's queen fights alone and 
the black king has no shelter, byt 
10...Qe5 leaves Black with the 
only center pawn and the ability 
to develop with ...Nf6. 

11. Bc3 Qf5 12. Kg] Nf6 13. Bf6 | 
13. cd5 0-0 14. Bc4 Ne4 is 
equal, said Fritz, who can be 
cooler than others in sucha | 

double-edged position. Instead, 

Black, with an extra pawn anda | 
safer king—White has to watch for | 
checkmates on the gl-a7 diago- | 
nal—has an advantage. 


13...Qf6 14. Qe2 Be6 15. cd5 
Qd4 16. Qf2 Qf2 17. Kf2 0-0 18, 
Kg3 Bd5 

The rest of the game should 
see Black developing his pieces | 
and working toward queening his | 
c-pawn. 
19. Nc3 Bf7 20. Bb5 c6 21. Ba4 
Nd7 22. Rhel Nc5 23. Bc2 Raed 
24. a3 Bb3 | 

Freeing the f8-rook and mak- | 
ing a threat. 
25. Bb3 Nb3 26. Radi Rel 27, 
Rel g6 

A flight square, in light of 28. | 
Re7 Rf7 29. Re8 Rf8 30. Re7. : 
28. Re7 Rf7 29. Re8 Kg7 30. 
Ne4 h6 31. h3 Rd7 32. Kf4 b6 
33.945 34. g5 

In the endgame, when ahead 
by one pawn, trade pieces, not 
pawns. When behind by one pawn, 
trade pawns, not pieces. 


Continued on page 26 
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These positions are from games played at the Kolty Chess Club championship held last summer. Solutions on page 12. 
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-Matthew Joseph, 


7. Mark Kokish 


White to play. 


Matt Haws, 


4. Leon Kompelmaker 


|, Alexei Karets-Lev Pisarsky, Black to 


Black to play. 
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8. Steve Pait-Fred Leffingwell, Black to 


play. 


5. Jan DeJong-Steve Pait, Black to 


play. 


2. Steve Pait-Vernon Young, Black to 


play. 
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Antonio Rabadan, 9. Mantej Rajpal-lris Kokish, Black to 
play. 


6. Kenneth Field- 
Black to play. 


Gil Epis, White to 


3. Geva Yashfe- 
play, 


Nh; 
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Scalps at 


U.S. champion Alex Shabalov 
completed a rare sweep by win- 
ning the U.S. Open championship 
in the same year, scoring 10-2 at 
the 104th U.S. Open held August 
3-15 in Los Angeles. 

Tying for second at 9.5=2.5 
were grandmasters Leonid 
Yudasin, Sarunas Sulkis, Alex 
Wojtkiewicz, Gregory Kaidanov 
and IM Ricardo DeGuzman. 
Kaidanov was the leader through- 
out the event, but fell behind in 
the last round when he elected to 
take a half-point bye. This option, 
which had to be taken before the 
start of the event, was available to 
all players who were participating 
in the Continental Championship 
in Buenos Aires, which started 
immediately after the U.S. Open. 

Local hero Ricardo DeGuzman 
was near the top from the start. 
His score, which was just one-half 
point short of a grandmaster 
norm, included draws with GMs 
Alex Stripunsky and Leonid 
Yudasin, as well as a last round 
victory over former candidate 


Bens 
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Shabalov Wins U.S. Open and Closed Championships in Same Year | 
Aigner, Peckham Take Grandmaster 
Los Angeles U.S. Open — 


with two rounds to go, but lost 
the money game to GM Sulskis of 
Lithuania, FM David Pruess of 
Berkeley started very well beating 
GM Handoko and IM Ganbold but 
lost a heartbreaker when he 
pushed too hard in a drawn 
ending with GM Ibragimov. NM 
Michael Aigner and Expert Monty 
Peckham both collected GM 
scalps, Blatny and Handoko 
respectively. Peckham, Dmitry 
Zilberstein, and Philip Wang all 
took home prize money. 
Reproduced from Mechanics’ 
Institute Chess Room e-newsletter 





Los Angeles 2003 
White: Michael Aigner (2277) 
Black: Pavel Blatny (2539) 
Gurgenidze System 
Notes by NM Michael Aigner 

The 104th US Open was the 
occasion for my first grandmaster 
scalp. GM Blatny is well known for 
playing unusual openings, includ- 
ing the Bird-Larsen system with 
1.63. Hence, playing 1.f4 was out 
of question for me. 


1. e4 g6 2. d4 c6 3. Ne3 d5 


This is the Gurgenidze system, 
which is a hybrid of the Caro- 
Kann and Modern defenses. It is 
characterized by pawns on c6-d5 
and f7-g6-h5, often resulting in a 
knight outpost on f5.} 


Theory holds that White 
should play h3 on either move 4 
or 5 to prevent Black from trading 
his bad bishop for the knight. 
5...B9g4 6. ed5 cd5 7. Ne5 Be2 8. 
Qe2 aé 9. O-O Nd7 10. Nd7?! 


Much more accurate is 10. Bf4, 
simply developing another piece. 
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10...Qd7 11. Rd1 ReB 12. Bf 
e6?! | 


Instead of weakening his dark | 
squares, Black could have devel: 
oped with ...Nf6. 


13. Be5 f6!? 


This move is an unfortunate | 
necessity if Black intends to play | 
for a win. As I've experienced 
many times, in order to defeat 4 
much lower rated opponent who 
is content to draw, Black must 
take risks to avoid trading into 4 
simplified endgame. The more 
direct ...Nf6 allows White to force 
trades with 14. Qf3. 


14. Bg3 Kf7 15. Rel Ne7 16, 
Na4! 


In addition to the fork threats 
on b6 and c5, White now can 
support his d4 pawn with c2:-c3, 


16...Re6?! 


Black is dreaming of doubling 
on the c-file and, after White plays 
the logical c2-c3, advancing his b 
pawn in a classic minority attack. 
However, saving a tempo with 
16...0c6 17. Nc5 Nf5 18. ¢3 main: 
tains equality. 

17. Ne5 Qc8 18. ¢3 h5 

Based on my preparation for 
the game, I knew to expect 4 
kingside pawn storm. However, 
White is quite solid here, and the 
attack is more smoke than fire. 
During the game, I was more 
concerned with 18...e5, but that 
fails to 19.Nd3! e4 20.f3 and Black 
can't respond with ...f5 because of 
Ne5. 


19. #3 g5 20. a4 h4 21, BF2 Ngé 
22. Nd3 Bf8 


Both sides are fighting for the 
dark squares on the kingside. 
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93, Qd2 Bdé 24, Be3 Qb8 25. h3 
Ne7! 

Relocating the knight to an 
outpost on £5 where it cannot be 
assailed by White's forces, White 
finds a similar outpost for his 
knight on g4, 

26, Nf2 Bh2 


KY 





27, Kf! 

If White isn't careful, he can 
lose his queen after 27,Kh1 Nf5 
28.Ng4?? Ng3 29,Kh2 Ne4, 

27, .Nf5 28. Ng4 Bg3 29. Re2 
Qc7 30, Kg! 

Black's pawn structure is 
overextended, White's knight has 
found a strong niche on g4 where 
itcontrols h2 and e5 and cannot 
be easily harassed, This last king 


| move prepares for Rf1, after 


which it is White who is threaten- 
ing to attack on the kingside! 


40,..Re8? 


Black must recognize the 
eventual threat of f3-f4 and play 
0... Bf4 31,.Q0d3 Kg7 32.a5 Re8 
with equality, 


M,Qd3 Kg7 


Black was concerned about 
31,,.Bd6 32.Nh6 Nh6 33,Qh7 Kf8 
44,Qh6 Qg7 35.Qh5 with a small 
pull to White, but offering little 
winning chances to Black, 


12, Bd2 wbh6? 


This was Black's last chance to 
play ..Bf4 and prevent White's 
attack, 


NRA! Qc7 


The b-pawn is poisoned: 33... 
Qb2 34.Nf6 with Bg5 in mind if 
the king captures the knight, Only 
slightly better is 33... Ob3 34.f4! 
Bf4 35, Bf4 gf4 36.Re6, White gets 
the same attack as in the game, 
but with Black's queen helpless on 
b3. 


34, f4! 
Sacrificing the f-pawn! 
34...9f4 35. Reé! 


The point of the combination, 
White's powerful knight and 
queen combine to do the damage. 


35...Re6 36, QF5 





36... Rce8? 


This is the critical position of 
the game, Black has reasonable 
chances after 36,,, Qf7! 37.Bf4 Bf4 
38,.Rf4?! Rel 39,Kf2 Qe6! 40.0f6 
(sadly, White has no way to con- 
tinue his initiative) Qf6 41.Nf6 
Rb1 42.Nd5 Rb2 43.Kf3 Rf8 44.Rf8 
Kf8, It is in fact very difficult fer 
White to save this endgame, For 
example: 45,Ne3 Ra2 46,.Kg4 Ra4 
47.Kh4 b5 48.Kg4 a5 49.Kf5 b4 
50,cb4 ab4 51,Ke4 b3 52,Kd3 Rb4 
O-1, However, White can improve 
with 38,Qf4! Qg6 39.Ne3, Black's 
weak pawn structure and open 
king are sufficient compensation 
for the exchange, 

37. Bf4 Bf4 38. RF4 Qdé 

There's nothing better, After 
Qe7, White plays Nf2. After Qd7, 
he does Ne3, In each case, Rg4 is a 
significant threat, 


39. Ne5! Re5 





tis 





Matthew Ho won the U.S, Cadet Chess 
Championship, held July 27-31 in Miami, 
among the top players in the country under 
16. Ho received a full scholarship to the 
University of Maryland at Baltimore 
County. He also won some prize money as 
one of the Bay Area’s representatives to 
the Los Angeles U.S. Open in August, 

Photo by Shorman 





White wins a rook after 
39.,.fe5 40,.Qf7 Kh8 (40...Kh6 
41.Rh4 Kg5 42, Rh5 mate) 41, Rh4 
Rh6 42,Qe8,} 40, de5 Re5 41, Rge4 
Kf7 42, Qh7 Ke6 43. Qhd4! Al- 
though there was no mate at the 
end of the fireworks, White still 
has a significant advantage which 
he can convert into a full point. 
More precisely, the black monarch 
has nowhere to hide, The text 
does many things, but perhaps 
most importantly, it covers the 
dark squares around White's king, 


39...Qb6 44, Kh2 Qxb2? 


This loses instantly, Much 
more stubborn would be 44... Od6 
45.Qg3 with some swindle 
chances in a rook endgame after 
45.,,.Re3 46, Qd6 Kd6 47.Rf4 Re6 
48.a5, Nonetheless, Black's weak 
pawn structure and White's 
outside passed pawn on h3 
should prove decisive, 
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45. Rb4 Qc3 46. Rb6 Kd7 47. 
Qh7 Kd8 48. Rb7 Resigns 


Black resigned because he 
must lose his queen. A more 
elegant finish is the mate in 4: 
48.Rd6 Ke8 (48...Kc8 49.Qg8 Re8 
90.Qe8 Kc7 Qd8 mate) 49.0g6 Ke7 
50.Qf6 Ke8 51. Rd8 mate. 


Los Angeles 2003 

White: Vanessa West (2041) 

Black: Michael Aigner (2277) 

Ruy Lopez Anti-Marshall 

Notes by NM Michael Aigner 
Round 8 was the big merge 

when the various schedules of the 

U.S. Open came together. I was 

playing my eighth game in four 

days, while my opponent had her 

first eight rounds spread out ata 

game per day. West is a talented 

junior, ranked among the top girls 

in the country. She had a success- 

ful tournament, scoring 50 per- 

cent against eight masters. 


1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 aé 4. 
Ba4 Nf6 5. O-O Be7 6. Rel b5 7. 
Bb3 O-O 8. a4 

This move avoids the Marshall 
gambit of the Ruy Lopez, which 
Black can choose to play after 8.c3 
d5. 
8...Bb7 9. d3 

Against 3M OdondooG 
in round, AV eC 
































ment, B 
lines to 


14. ef5 
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Selected Games from U.S. Open 





15. Bc2 Rf3! 


Building up the attack with 
15...0f8 allows counterplay after 
16.d4 Rf3 17.dc5 Rf2 18.Be4 dc5 
19.QOh5. The exchange sacrifice is 
justified strictly by the activity of 
Black's pieces relative to their 
white counterparts. 


16. Qf3 Nd4 17. Qd1 b3 18. Bb] 
All of White's pieces sit idle on 
the back rank! Black must act 


swiftly, lest White capture the b3- 
pawn and succeed in developing. 


18...Nce6 19. Be3 Bg5 20. Nd2 
Qe8! 


While it threatens a battery on 
the long diagonal after Qc6, the 
real point of Black's move is to 
hasten the queen to the kingside. 


i. rictly speaking, this move 

: force. But White's task is 
sr even after she closes the 
wonal with 21.Ne4 Bf4. 
22. Nd4 Be3 23. Nf3 


ng instantly is 23... Bd4! 
95 25.Nf3 Bf3 26.Qf3 

he other hand, I wouldn't 
able to leave three 
prise at once if I had 


atively, 24.g3 Nh3 
Nf2 26. Qb3 Bf3 27.Kf3 Bd4 
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leaves the white king on life | 
support. 
24...Nh3 25. Kf1 Qf6 26. NF3 | 
Bd4 


Fritz screams for ...Nf2, but 
I'm only human and worried aboy 
losing a piece somewhere. The 
text wins easily enough. 


27.¢5 


Desperately seeking 
counterplay based on the fork 
Qb3. 


27...Kh8 28. cd6 cd6 


ey 


ae 


oa ay 
tt 


Ay hes) 
# *, i 
— 4 


Fs 
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29. Qe2 


White can return the exchange 
with either 29.Re3 Rf8 30.0d2 Be3 
31.Qe3 Qe6 32.Ba2 Qg4 33.gh3 
Qh3 34.Kel Bf3 or 29.Ra4 Nf2 
30.Qe2 Ng4 31.Rd4 Nh2 32.Kf2 
Nf3 33.gf3 ed4. Black simply has 
too much pressure against f2 and 
£3. 


29...Rf8 30. Rel 

Amusing is 30.Nd4 Of2 31.0f2 
Rf2 mate. 
30...Nf4 31. Qd2 Bf3 32. gf3 
Qg5 

White loses her queen to 
prevent an immediate checkmate. 


| 


- 


33. Resigns 





Los Angeles 2003 

White: David Pruess (2331) 
Black: Odondoo Ganbold (2417) 
English Opening 


site a NE LALLA, ALARA AAA nn 


September/December 2005 | ye 


1,.4e5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.93 g6 4.Bg2 


Bg7 5.d3 d6 6.e3 Beé 7.Nge2 
Qd7 8.Nd5 Rb8 9.0-0 Nce7 


> 2s 


» Qd7 16.Qa7 0-0 17.€4 f5 


| 18.Bg5 fe4 19.Be7 Qe7 20.Qe3 


Qt7 21.Nc3 Rbc8 22.Ne4 Qd5 


- 93,Rfd1 Qe6 24.Rd6 Qc4 25.b3 


Qc2 26.Rd2 Qc7 27.Rad1 Rcd8& 


98.Rd8 Rd8 29.Rd8 Qd8 30.Qc5 


| h6 31.Qd6 Qe8 32.Qd5 Kh8 
33.Qb7 Qd8 34.h4 1-0 


los Angeles 2003 
| White: Dmitry Zilberstein (2357) 
| black: Robert Rowley (2291) 
Nimzo-Indian Defense 
| 


1.04 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e3 


| 0-05.Bd3 d5 6.NF3 c5 7.0-0 

| Neb 8.a3 Bc3 9.bc3 dc4 10.Bc4 
’ Q711.Bb2 b6 12.Bd3 e5 

| 13.Qc2 h6 14.e4 Bg4 15.Ne5 

| Ne5 16.de5 Qe5 17.c4 Qe7 

, 18.e5 Ne8 19.f4 Bd7 20.Rael 

| Be6 21.2 Rd8 22.Re3 Qd7 
| 
| 


Ve : 
3 





| |The Finest Staunton Chess 
Sets Ever Produced 


Antique Chess Sets Also Available 


For your free color catalog, 
send $2 postage to 
a 362 McCutcheon Lane 
Toney, AL 35773 


(256) 858-8070 
(256) 851-0560 fax 


3 | eptember/December 2003 


10.d4 c6 11.Ne7 Ne7 12.d5 cd5 
| 13.cd5 Bh3 14.Bh3 Qh3 15.Qa4 


23.Qg3 f5 24.Qg6 Ba8 25.6 
Qe7 26.Rh3 Rf6 27.Bf6 Qf6 
28.Qf6 Nf6 29.Bf5 Rd2 30.Rg3 
Nh5 31.e7 Kf7 32.Bg6 1-0 





Los Angeles 2003 

White: Walter Browne (2480) 
Black: Haryutan Akopyan (2266) 
Queen’s Indian Defense 


1.d4 e6 2.c4 Nf6 3.Nf3 b6 4.93 


Bb7 5.Bg2 Be7 6.Nc3 Ne4 7.Bd2 
Naé 8.d5 Nd6é 9.b3 f5 10.0-0 


Bf6 11.Rcl O-O 12.Bf4 Nf7 13.e4 


Bc3 14.Rc3 fe4 15.de6 deé 
16.Nd2 Qf6 17.Qal Qg6 
18.Qb1 e5 19.Be3 Nd6 20.c5 
Nb5 21.Rccl Nd4 22.Bd4 ed4 
23.c6 Bc8 24.Be4 Qh5 25.b4 Beé 
26.Bd3 Nb8 27.a4 Kh8 28.b5 a6 
29.Qb4 Qf7 30.Ne4 hé 31.f4 
ab5 32.ab5 Ra2 33.Ral Rd8 
34.Ra2 Ba2 35.Rel Qd5 36.Qe7 
Qg8 37.Nf6 Qf8 38.Qf8 RFS 
39.Re8 Re8 40.Ne8 Bd5 41.Nc7 
Bc6 42.bc6 Nc6 43.Nd5 g6 
44.Kf2 Kg7 45.Kf3 1-0 


Los Angeles 2003 

White: Monty Peckham (2170) 
Black: E. Handoko (2429) 

Ruy Lopez Schliemann 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 f5 4.d3 
Nf6 5.Qe2 d6 6.Nc3 Be7 7.d4 
fe4 8.Ne4 0-0 9.de5 Ne4 
10.Qe4 d5 11.Qa4 Rf3 12.gf3 
Ne5 13.Be2 Bf6 14.Be3 b5 
15.Qb5 c6 16.Qa4 Rb8 17.Rb1 
a5 18.Bd2 Qe8 19.Kd1 Bd7 
20.Rg1 Qh5 21.Qf4 RfF8 22.Qg3 
Qf7 23.Ba5 d4 24.f4 d3 25.Bd3 
Nd3 26.Qd3 Be6 27.Kcl Bc4 
28.Qg3 Re8 29.b3 Bd5 30.Bc3 
Re7 31.Kb2 g6 32.Rbcl Rd7 
33.Qe3 Bc3 34.Kc3 1-0 


Chess Sets 


By the House of Staunton 


Sole U.S. Distributor for Jaques of London 


California Chess Journal 
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Zildzic, Lazetich Split First Place at 


Lith Sacramento CC Weekender 


Sacramento Chess Club Weekend 


Swiss #11 
August 23-24, 2003 
Master/Expert 
1-2 Kenan Zildzic 3 
Zoran Lazetich 


U2200 Ben Tejes 25 
Larry Synder 
Reserve 
1 Russell Shitabata 3.5 
2-3 Ronald Clothier 3 


Edward Wu 
U1800 John Eid 2S 

Calixto Magaoay 

Rutraj Pathak 

Matt Zavortink 

Booster 

Ryan Ko 3 

Alan Howe 

Paul Linger 

Freddy Ferrer 

Tyrone Plata 





Master Kenan Zildzic won the 
11th Sacramento Chess Club 
Weekend Swiss held August 23 
and 24 in Sacramento. John 
McCumiskey directed 49 players 
in three sections. 


White: Ryan Ko (1373) 
Black: Arcadio Rubi (1 391 








I need to keep this Danish 
bishop! 
13...h6 14.QfF3 c6 15.f5 Bd7 
16.Qg3 Kh7 17.Qd6 Qa5 





18.Bh6 

At the time, I didn't find a 
forced win after ...Kh6, and this 
was a completely intuitive sacri- 
fice. On further examination by 
Fritz, 18. e5 was better. And yet... 


18...Qc3 19.Racl Qa5 20.e5 
Ng8 21.f6 Kh6 22.fg7 Kg7 
23.Qd7 Nh6 24.Qb7 Rad8& 
25.Bb1 Qd2 26.Qc6 Qd4 27.Kh!1 
Rfe8 28.Qf6 


Oopsies. Time to resign now. 


ack played 1...Rh4 to hit 
ght and threaten 2...Rh1 
and after 2. Ng3 Bg3°3. fg3 
“4. Kf2, Black skewered with 
’Rh2. 

2.1...Bc2 wins material. 

3.1. Be5 Qb7 2. Qc2 (or an- 


other queen move that guards the 


rook while uncovering it) won for 

White 
ete ...Qc5 snared a rook. 

...b5 checked and discov- 


winning attack to the rook. 


California Chess Journal 


lry Championship Tactics 








Ryan Ko had the best sonreats among five | 
players who tied for first place in the 
booster section at the 11th Sacrament 
Chess Club Weekend Swiss in August. 
Photo by Shorman 





28...Kg8 29.Qh6 Reé6 30.Bh7 
Kh8 31.Bg6 Kg8 32.Qh7 Kf8 
33.Qf7 mate 





















6. 1...Q0e5 threatened mate in 
one, and Black got a winning 
attack after 2. Kf2 (not 2. Rf2 
because the rook is tied to the 
defense of the bishop) Qh2. 

7. White won a pawn or more 
with 1. cd5, because 1...ed5 runs 
into 2. Bf5. 

8. Black drove off one de- 
fender of the g5-knight by 1...Nc4. 

9. The right discovered check- 
mating threat is 1...Bf1. 
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Two Tie for First at San Luis 





San Luis Obispo County 
Championship 
August 16-17, 2003 
Open 

Alan Bishop 

Matthew Robertson 

Robert Faust 

Rick Shepard 
Reserve 

Michael Edes 


Rob Vandenouden 


Ingmar Monson 

Barbara McCaleb 
Robert Marguiles 
| Hugo Kitano 


Novice 
Kevin Maxwell 
Richard Weilacker 


Dennis Steele 


Alan Bishop and Matthew 
Robertson tied for first place at 
the San Luis Obispo County 
Championship held August 16-17 
inSan Luis Obispo. 

Allan Fifield directed 36 
players in three sections. 


White: Brad Langer (1580) 
Black: Michael Edes (1498) 
French Defense 

Notes by Allan Fifield 


1,.e4 e6 
The best! 


1.44 d5 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. e5 Nfd7 
| 5.14 c5 6. Nf3 Nc6 7. dc5 Bc5 8. 
nb52! 


| An early Bb5 is almost always 

_ doubtful for White in any varia- 

lion of the French. The “good” 

| white bishop is often exchanged 
for the c6-knight, while the “bad” 
black bishop can become effective 
| mn the f1-a6 diagonal. 8. Bd3 f5 
1.ef6 Nf6 10. Qe2 0-0 is equal, 
«cording to Nunn. 


| td 
| 
| ‘eptember/December 2003 
| 


a __- 
ee 
> ee ee . 





Enticing White to fill up his 
center space with 9. Ne4, but then 
9...Qa5. 


9. Bc6 dc3 10. Be4 Bb4 11. 0-0 
Qb6 12. Kh1 Nc5 13. Qe2 Bd7 
14. a3 cb2 15. Bb2 Ne4 16. Qe4 
Be7 

Black has a good bishop pair 
but lags in development, and no 
obviously safe place to put his 
king. There is already an open b- 
file on which White can attack the 
king, and White's space advantage 
in the center and kingside unfolds 
with f5-f6 in case Black castles 
kingside. 
17. Rab! Bc6é 18. Qel 0-0-0 

Risky. 
19. Bd4 Qaé 20. Qe3 Qa3 21. 
Rb3 Qaé6é 22. Ral Qc4 23. Rc3 

23. Ra7 Of1 24. Ngl was a 
reasonable option for White here 
or on the next move. 


23...Qb5 24. Ba7 Rd5 25. Bb6 
Kd7 26. Nd2 Bd8 27. Nc4 Ke7 
28. Ba7 Bc7 29. Nb6 Bb6é 30. 
Bb6 Qb2 31. Rf1 Rc8 32. Bc5 
Kes 


oe sate 





33. Qg3 Bb5! 34. Qg7 Qc3 35. 
Qf8 Kd7 36. Qf7 Kc6 37. Qe6 


California Chess Journal 


Obispo County Championship 


Kc5 38. Qc8 Bc6 39. QF8 Kc4 40. 
e6 Qc2 41. e7 Rdl! 
Setting up the “double queen 


sac” on move 43 that leads to 
mate. 
42. Qg8 Bd5 43. Qc8 Kb4 

After the careless but natural 
43...Kb3, White wins after 44. 
Qc2 Kc2 45. Rdl. With ...Kb4, 
Black sacrifices his queen or 
allows White to queen. In either 
case, White is checkmated. 


44. Resigns 


San Luis Obispo 2003 
White: Armin Rapaport (1763) 
Black: Stephen Ho (1928) 
Advance French 
Notes by Stephen Ho 
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 ¢5 4.c3 Nc6 
5.Nf3 Qb6 6.Bd3 Bd7 7.Bc2 
White can risk a pawn here by 
7. 0-0 cd4 8. cd4 Nd4 9. Nd4 Qd4. 
7...cd4 8.cd4 Nge7 9.0-0 Nb4 
10.Ba4 Ba4 11.Qa4 Nbc6 
12.Nc3 Nf5 13.Ne2 Be7 14.94 
Nh4 15.Nh4 Bh4 16.b3 Be7 
17.a3 0-0 18.Be3 a5 19.Nc3 
Rac8 20.Qb5 Qa7?! 


Better is 20...Q0c7. 


21.Ne2 Rc7 22.Rfcl Rfc8 23.b4 
b6 24.Qd3 ab4 25.ab4 Qb7 
26.b5 Na5 27.Rc7? 

27. Qc7 would have been an 
improvement. 
27...Rc7 28.Rc1 Nc4 29.Bf4 Rc8 
30.Ral Bb4 31.Qb3 Qe7 32.h3 
Ba5 33.Rcl Ra8 34.Ral f6 
35.Qg3 fe5 36.Be5 Rc8 37.Rc1? 
Bd2 38.Rc2 Qb4 39.Qd3 Ra8 
40.Ng3 Ra3 41.Rc4 dc4 42.Qe4 
Ral 43.Kg2 Qb1! 44.Qb7 Qg! 
45.Kf3 Ra3 46. Resigns 
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Results from Recent 





BlacKnights Prize Quads 





















































BlacKnight Prize Quads 

June 21, 2003 
Eric Morrow 
Bisman Walia 
Steven Davies 
Clayton Paull 
Stephen Jones 
Ran Cheng 
Sandip Srinivas 

July 12 

1 Oren Gazit 
2 Eric Morrow 
3 Alexei Karets 

Eugene Vityugov 

Justin Wang 
4 Vinh Nguyen 

August 2 

1 Eric Morrow 
2  Durai Chinnaiah 
3.  Bisman Walia 
4 


RON — 


Mathew Joseph 
Ted Belanoff 
5 Steven Davies 
August 24 
1 Alexander Levitan 
2 Marvin Shu 


Bernard Liang 
3 Sreekar Jasthi 
Steven Davies 
September 6 
1 Eric Montany 
2  Arnav Shah 
3 Steven Davies 
Mathew Joseph 
Ted Belanoff 
September 12 
Friday Night Kids’ Fight 
Casey Fischer 
Wesley Bartlett 
Willie Schuk 
David Tedone 
September 20 
Scholastic Quads 
1 Jonathan Friedland 
2 Daniel Zheng 
3 David Tedone 
September 21 Prize Quads 
1 William Davis 
2  Sreekar Jasthi 
Bernard Liang 


hR WN — 
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The Academic Chess 
BlacKnights Chess Club has been 
conducting at least one open 
quadrangular tournament per 
month at its site at the old 


Blackford High School in San Jose. 


San Jose 2003 

White: Eric Morrow (1612) 
Black: John Glass (2019) 
Modern Benoni 

Notes by Albert Rich 


1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 c5 3. d5 e6 4. 
c4 ed5 5. cd5 d6 6. Nc3 g6 7. e4 
Bg7 8. Bb5 


RiGS 
oe 3 


1, 4 
ata a ‘a 


oa 





8...Nbd7 


8...Bd7 is equal, according to 
Psakhis, and then 9. Bd3 (9. Be2! 
leaves Black's bishop misplaced— 


Norwood) b5!? leads to sharp play: 


10. Nb5 (10. Bb5 Bb5 11. Nb5 Qa5 


12. Nc3 Ne4 gives Black good play) 


Ne4 11. Qe2 0-0 12. Be4 Qa5 13. 
Nc3 Bc3, and Black is better. 


9. Rb1!? 


Interesting plan, but shouldn't 
White castle first? 9. Bf4 is the 
usual try, where White plays for 
e5 right away. 9... Qe7 10. 0-0 0-0 
11. Rel Ng4! 12. Bg5!? Bf6 13. Bf6 
Ndf6 gave chances to both sides 
in Gligoric-Fedorowicz, New York 
1988. 


9...0-0 10. b4 cb4 
Calivorma Chess Journal 


10...Re8 seems a little better, 
developing a piece against White's 
uncastled king. 11. Qc2 Qe7 12. 
Nd2 Ne4 13. Nce4 f5 14. 0-0 fed 
15. Rel a6 16. Bd7 Bd7 17. Re4 
Qf7, and Black should be happy 
with his two bishops. 


11. Rb4 


The rook turns out to be very 
useful on this square. 


11...Qa5 12. a3 


The c3-knight is vulnerable, 
but how does Black exploit it? 


12...Nc5 13. Bd3 Nh5 

On 13...Bg4 14. 0-0 Nfd7 15, 
Bb2 Bf3, the pawn has to recap- 
ture (if 16. Qf3, then 16...Ne5), 
and on 13...Ng4, White could lose 
a piece after 14. Bb2? Bc3 15. Bc3 
Qa3 16. Qc2 Nd3 17. Qd3 Qcl. 
14. Qc2 Bg4 

Better would have been 
14...£5! to open some lines while 
White trails in development. 
15. Nd2 Nd3 

If 15...Nf4, White crawls back 
with 16. Bfl, and then how 
should Black open the position? 
16. Qd3 Nf4 17. Qg3 Bc3 


White is out of trouble after 
17...Rac8 18. Of4 Rc3 19. 0-0. 
18. Qc3 Rac8 

Developing with gain of 
tempo, but losing the game! 
18...Nd5! finally cracks White's 
position: 19. ed5 Rfe8 20. Kfl 
Rac8 21. Qb2 Qa6 22. Kg1 Rel 
splat!. 

19. Nc4 

The move all Benoni players 
fear turns the tables in White's 
favor! 
19...Ng2? 

White is still better after 
19...Nd3 20. Od3 Rc4 21. Qc4 Reb 

Continued on page 26 
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Hosted by: 


Academic Chess 
www.academicchess.org 


OPEN TO ALL AGES!! 
OPEN TO ALL RATINGS!! 





Directions: From S.F. Take I-280S to Saratoga Ave. From Oakland take I-880S to 
|-280N to Saratoga Ave. Take Saratoga south to Blackford Ave, Left on Blackford, 

Park in Blackford HS parking lot. Follow signs to BlacKnight Chess Palace located 
next to the Gym, in building 49. 


» 3 RR, G/60 Quads! 
» $50 1° prize each quad! 


» EF: $25 before day of Tournament, $5 more same day. Pre-Register for 
6 Quads at once for only $125! 


» Sundays: 12/7/03, 1/11/04, 2/8/04. Round 1 starts at 1pm. Registration 
is Noon to 12:45am. 


» Saturdays: 12/27/03, 1/31/04, 2/28/04. Round 1 starts at Noon. Regis- 
tration is 10am to 11:45am. 


» Free Coffee! Free Pizza!! 
» Open to all Adults and Kids with USCF Membership! 
BlacKnight Chess Club. 3800 Blackford Ave. San Jose, CA 95117. (408)246-4416 


Name:_ USCF ID: Rating: 
Address: ___ Phone: 
City/State/Zip: Email: 


USCF Membership: $49 adult; $36 senior (65+); $25 youth (U20); $19 scholastic (U15) 
Sunday Quads:__12/7__ 1/11__ 2/8 $25 each 

Saturday Quads:__12/27__ 1/31__ 2/28 $25 each 

Total (Make checks payable to Academic Chess) 
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Blindfold Chess for Fun and Profit | 


By David Alzofon 

Some readers will wonder 
what might qualify a mere B 
player to write an article about the 
exotic skill of blindfold chess. The 
author will be the first to admit 
his shortcomings. The fact is that 
I can’t play blindfold chess. But I 
once took lessons from someone 
who could, and this article is 
about some insights he passed 
along to me, insights that might 
help you boost your rating. 

In the 1970s, the Stanford 
Coffeehouse was a hotbed of 
chess activity in the San Francisco 
Bay Area. Fischermania was in full 
flower when the author wandered 
into that den of iniquity. There 
were a good 30 tables in the 
smoke-filled room, and almost 
every one had a couple of games 
going. The furious smacking of 
chess clocks and the hissing of 
espresso machines suffused the 



















Alan Benson, one of the most active Northern California chess organizers during the 70, | 
) 





sloomy atmosphere with a frothy and ‘80s, conducted this two-board blindfold simultaneous exhibition against Dave kh 
excitement. , | Brooks (fuzzy) and Pete Hyatt (glasses) at the Cherryland Cafe. okcks CUE hi 
As Fischer fervor declined in aie 
Oe tee half of the ioe the unique honors: he had won the I asked. His answer surprised me _ | il 
coffehouse continued to draw a Wisconsin state championship “I don’t really visualize muchat il 


zealous crowd of hardcore five- 


while still a teenager, and he had all. 1 make mental lists of possible __ lit 
minute players who vied 


: ‘ 
beaten Fischer in a simultaneous moves and captures, and go from | lll 


unendingly for King of the Moun- game in only 17 moves, Fischer’s there.” Ah, so easy. kn 
tain honors. When the doors fastest defeat during his 1964 Since this article is abouta _ il 
closed around midnight, a : simultaneous tour around the method of chessboard visualiza- | 


slapping of 
ued well in 





ountry. While studying at tion, I felt I should begin with the | 
d, John took second place _— expert perspective in mind. To ii! 
restigious Paul Masson John, visualization wasn’t the key. "#! 
ent. At five-minute chess, It was the lists that counted. Most |“! 
rly made puppy dogs out’ of us, however, need to crawl (Mu 


ffehouse pit bulls. But his before we can fly. How can you : 
ique talent for blindfold chess compose “lists” without first lr 
ted his legendary status.. imposing some kind of mental 


auld play up to 10 blindfold order on the 64 squares and 32 | 
once, announcing moves _s pieces? | 











shoulder quickly and For John, the order was self- 
evident. If a pawn was on ée4, he M 
ugh mutual friends, I knew that it blocked a pawn one) a 
to persuade John to and attacked d5 and f5. Abishop |" 
a few chess lessons. on h2 “saw through” to b8. He | 
I was curious about how — knew that h2-b8 was a dark f 


d play blindfold chess and _ diagonal and that there were 
less Informant like anovel. seven squares on it. He had some 


do you visualize the board?” Continued on page 18 |, 
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Showdown at the Cherryland Cafe 


' wy Kerry Lawless 


Richard Shorman was driving 
ternational master James Tarjan 
home from a simultaneous exhibi- 
ion at the Berkeley Universal Life 
church in 1975 when Jim evinced 
 minterest in a late dinner. 

After hearing of the good food 
ind good company the 
cherryland Cafe would afford, 

' jmagreed to travel a little out of 
hisway. By the time Richard 
qopped Jim off in front of the 
| café, they had agreed on the 
® | cenario...Jim was to be the man 
| it no name! 
; Class B player and Cherryland 
’ | (aféregular Chris Mavraedis was 
§ | sitting at the counter eating 
dimer and playing chess with the 
proprietor and cook, Harold 
james, when a short hairy man 
pushed through the glass doors. 
‘After diffidently watching the end 
| ofthe five-minute game, he asked 
‘Chris for the next game. The 
bearded stranger won handily. 
z smarting for revenge, Chris 
. | quickly set the pieces up for 
mother game. At that point, his 
e laity opponent suggested that 
, (theyplay for stakes. Harold, 
\nowing that Chris was a desti- 
‘iitestudent, agreed to back Chris 
lrwhatever they played for. 
(hris was blasted off the board 
\ltacup of coffee. Sensing he 
y, jl@splaying a very strong player, 
hts insisted on time odds. He 
‘lickly lost a 5-3 game fora 
tikshake and another 5-1 game 
lta dinner. 
| Richard nonchalantly walked 
(ithe door, looked at the remains 
a the last game, and asked, “Say, 
‘itis, you having a little trouble?” 
mand Richard both laughed 
5 artily at Chris’ pained expres- 
, ‘on 
_ After everyone was intro- 
cd, Harold made Jim one of 
‘celebrated “super dinners,” 
,  |ill¢nother legendary episode 


3 ™ the Cherryland Café was 
hom 
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Harold did ene, , who dimays ment one 10-year-old boy like an important customer. 





Photo by Shorman 


ee 


Consultation game 

Hayward 1968 

White: Lupe Lopez and Bob 
Martinez 

Black: Fred Crosby and Byron 
Delaney 

Vienna Gambit 


1.e4 Nf6 2.Nc3 e5 3.f4 d5 4.d4 
c6 5.fe5 Ne4 6.Nf3 Be7 7.Bd3 
Bb4 8.Be4 de4 9.Ng5 0-0 10.0-0 
Nd7 11.Qh5 h6 12.Nce4 f5 
13.Qg6 Nf6 14.Nf6 RfF6 15.Qh7 
Kf8 16.Qh8 Ke7 17.ef6 Kd7 
18.Qg7 Resigns 





Hayward 1968 

White: Lupe Lopez 

Black: Harold James 

Four Knights Game 

1.e4 Nf6 2.Nc3 e5 3.Nf3 Nc6 
4.Bc4 d5 5.ed5 Na5 6.Bb5 c6 
7.dc6 bc6 8.Ba4 Qc7 9.0-0 Bc5 
10.Ne5 0-0 11.Nf3 Bg4 12.d4 
Rad8 13.Be3 Bd6é 14.h3 Bh5 
15.Rel Nc4 16.Bcl Rfe8 17.Bb3 
Bf3 18.gf3 Bh2 19.Kg2 Ne5 
20.f4 Neg4 21.Re8 Re8 22.hg4 
Bf4 23.Bf4 Qf4 24.Qf3 Qg5 
25.Rg1 Ng4 26.Qf7 Kh8 27.Qe8 
mate 
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Hayward 1970 

White: Kerry Lawless (1720) 

Black: Gary Wilson (1950) 
Blackmar-Diemer Gambit 

1.d4 d5 2.e4 de4 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.3 
ef3 5.Qf3 e6 6.Be3 Be7 7.Bd3 
Nc6 8.0-0-0 Nd5 9.Nd5 ed5 
10.Qh5 h6 11.Rf1 Beé 12.c3 Bg5 
13.Bg5 Qg5 14.Qg5 hg5 15.Nf3 
f6 16.Rel Kd7 17.Bg6 Ne7 
18.Bc2 c6 19.b3 Rae8 20.Nd2 a6 
21.h3 b5 22.g4 Kd6 23.b4 Bf7 
24.Nb3 Ra8 25.Nc5 Ra7 26.Re3 
Re8 27.Rhel Raa8 28.Nb7 Kd7 
29.Re7 Re7 30.Bf5 Beé 31.Nc5 
Kd6 32.Re6 Re6 33.Be6 Re8 
34.Bf5 Rel 35.Kd2 Ral 36.Bd3 
Ra2 37.Bc2 Ke7 38.Kcl Ral 
39.Bb1 a5 40.Kb2 Rb1 41.Kb1 
a4 42.Na6 Kd6 43.Kc2 g6 
44.Nc5 f5 45.gf5 gf5 46.Nd3 f4 
47.h4 gh4 48.Nf4 Kd7 49.Kd2 
Ke8 50.Kd3 Kf7 51.Kc2 Kf6 
52.c4 dc4 53.d5 cd5 54.Nd5 Kg5 
55.Ne3 Kf4 56.Nc4 h3 57.Nd6 
h2 58.Nb5 h1Q 59.Kb2 Qc6 
60.Nc3 Qc4 61.Na2 Qb3 62.Kal 
a3 63. Resigns 


Page 17 











A Kit for Improving Visualization 


Continued from page 16 
automatic sense of the connec- 
tions of those squares with other 
pieces and the rest of the board. 
The rest of us, though, need a 
kind of starter kit through which 
to develop that kind of inner 
sight. 

That’s what this article con- 
tains: the starter kit for the aspir- 
ing blindfold player. The following 
method of visualizing the board is 
based in part on the advice of 
George Koltanowski, world record 
holder in blindfold chess. The 
approach was refined over many 
years to the simple formula that 
follows, which trains you to “see” 
the board every time you read the 
algebraic name of a square. 
Though we begin with chessboard 
visualization, we will work toward 
composing the lists John was 
talking about. 


Visualizing the Board 


We'll take the board first, the 
pieces later. Try this mental 
exercise: 

1. Visualize a square. We'll call 
this square a cell. 

2. There are four squares in a 
cell, so in your mind’s eye divide 
up the cell like a window pane 
into four chessboard squares, as 
shown here 





All cells are identical and all 
quarters of the board are identi- 
cal, whether you view the board 
from the white side or the black. 
This is an important point. If you 
learn one quadrant, you've 
learned them all — that’s the gist 
of the whole visualization 
method. 

Each quadrant contains 16 
squares, which is a little too 
difficult for most people to track 
mentally. Cells are an overlay on 
the quadrant that reduce 16 
squares to just four, making it 
easy to track individual squares. 
Every algebraic square is embed- 
ded within a cell that is itself 
embedded in a quadrant. With this 
mental model of the board, you 
can locate a square much the way 
you’d dial a phone number. 




















re we go on to some 

s, let’s be sure you really 
your cells. Think of a ge- 

* cell (four squares such as 
yn above) and answer “dark” 
ht” to the following: 

t color is the upper right 


wer right? 
epetitious? Yes, but that 
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gre £6 sits inside of a cell inside of a 


in 
helps develop your speed, ang > ii 
speed counts. Go through the lig | ey 


} 
! 





again and again until youcan | Kt 
answer quickly and easily while | it 
visualizing the cell. Here’s your | » 





final exam: Upper left? If you sai 
“light!” in .333 seconds (human > # 
reaction time), you pass. | iz 

OK, on to the big board. Divi i 
your mental chessboard into foy 
quadrants, as shown below, fi 





A quadrant. 





All four quadrants are abso- 
lutely identical. Visualize chess- | 
board square al. It is the dark | oy 
square in the lower left cornera | A 
the lower left quadrant. Because | 
all four quadrants are identical, A 
the analogous squares a5, el ani 

e5 — which are in the lower left ‘ed 
corners of the other three quad: fl 
rants — must also be dark Ty 
squares: | Ie 


Yj YH ie 


aay 
Y/ 


Yr 





\— 
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inside of a quadrant. If you get the 


| All squares sit inside of a cell 
| 


-jang of seeing this in your mind’s 
( we, then you will immediately 
inow the color of the square and 
tg spatial relationship to the 
board. 

Exercise 1: The purpose of 
his exercise is to learn to visual- 
ea square nestled in a cell 
inside a Quadrant. 

1) Visualize the square c3 or 
find iton a chess board or ina 
diagram in a book. In which 
quadrant is it? Which cell? (An- 
wer: lower left quadrant, upper 
right cell.) 

2) What square is it inside of 
its cell? (Answer: lower left.) What 
| color is it? (Dark, like any lower 

. left square in a cell.) 

| 3) What squares are in the 

| same position as c3 in the other 

| three quadrants? (Answer: C7, g7, 

53) 
_ 4)Repeat steps 1-3 for the 
flowing squares from the lower 
| left quadrant: d2, a4, b3, cl. 
| (Answers: d2: lower right cell, 
(ark, similar squares in the other 
three quadrants are d6, h2, h6; a4: 
“wpper left cell, light, a8, e4, e8; b3: 
upper left cell, light, b7, f3; cl: 
. (lover right cell, dark, c5, g1, g5.) 
rd Applying Your 
se | 


i, Knowledge 


ai | To streamline the quadrant/ 
ltl visualization steps, use the 
ads lowing verbal formula: One, 
‘Ivo, Three, Color! You need to 
‘lam to do this every time you 
ledan algebraic square until it is 
illomatic. When you say “One,” 
isualize the quadrant. When you 
ay ‘Two,” visualize the cell. You 
‘ttcide “Color,” according to the 
sition of the square inside the 
land say “Dark” or “Light.” 
__ This sounds tougher than it is, 
let's jump to an example: First, 
‘en achess book and pick a 
‘dom algebraic square. Suppose 
lat square happens to be “96.” 
\W apply the formula, saying 
he, Two, Three, Light!” Here’s 
itat's going on, blow by blow: 


ey 


| 
03, 
2 'wember/December 2003 


S 
= 


Call out “One!” as you visual- 
ize the quadrant: This gives you a 
broad, fuzzy picture of where the 
target square lies on the mental 
chessboard. With practice, this 
becomes effortless, but I will take 
it step by step here, visualizing 
from the White side of the board. 
File “g” (from g6) tells me whether 
I will find the g6 square on the 
left or right side of the 64-square 
board. Clearly, the g-file is on the 
right side of the board. The num- 
ber “6” tells me whether I will find 
the g6-square near the top or the 
bottom of the board. Clearly, the 
6th rank is toward the top, so I 
now know that I will find the g6- 
Square in the upper right quad- 
rant. 


The g6-square 
is somewhere 
in this 
quadrant. 





California Chess Journal 


George Koltanowski was to blindfold chess as Wayne Gretzky was to hockey. 





Photo by Shorman 


Call out “Two!” as you visual- 
ize the cell within the quadrant: 
The process of seeing the cell is 
identical to seeing the quadrant. 
File g (from g6) tells me whether 
the square is on the right or left 
side of the quadrant. Clearly the 
g-file is on the right side of the 
quadrant. The 6th rank is in the 
lower half of the quadrant, so now 
I know that I will find the g6- 
Square in the lower right cell. You 
are now seeing something like 
this: 


g6 is in 
this cell. 





The image is coming into 
focus, the mental radar is locking 
on to g6. It’s wonderful that chess 
geniuses have no trouble doing 
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Next Stop, the Melody Amber 
Blindfold Tournament 


this without benefit of a method, 
but for the rest of us, One-Two- 
Three-Color ensures speed and 
accuracy. Much testing has shown 
that it’s the easiest method to use. 
Eventually you'll outgrow it. Think 
of it only as a bridge toward a new 
chessboard consciousness. 

Call out “Three!” as you visual- 
ize the target square inside the 
cell. You will see the color in- 
stantly. The mental process is the 
same as in steps one and two: file 
g tells us that the g6 square is on 
the left side of the cell, and rank 6 
tells us that g6 is in the upper half 
of the cell. So we need only visual- 
ize the upper left square ina 
generic cell. What color is an 
upper left square in a generic cell? 
Light! So we know that g6 is a 
light square. More than that, we 
can “see” the g6 square nestled 
inside of a cell inside of a quad- 
rant: 





That’s all there is to it. You 
can perform One-Two-Three-Color 
on any square and you will inevi- 
tably know its color and position. 
What value is it? If you work at it 
for a while, you will be able to 
read a chess book like a novel, 
and you will begin to see deeper 
into the future in your tourna- 
ment games. Why? Because your 
inner board will become more 
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stable, freeing your mind to move 
pieces around on it and retain the 
relationships between the pieces. 

Here are some exercises that will 

help you achieve this: 

Exercise 2: In this exercise, 
you will practice the One-Two- 
Three-Color method on randomly 
selected algebraic squares. Open 
any chess book on your shelf to a 
random page and select any 
algebraic square. Don’t worry 
about pieces. Do the One-Two- 
Three-Color drill to calculate the 
color of the square. Be sure to say 
the words out loud. Check your 
visualization against a real board 
afterward. Continue with other 
randomly selected squares from 
the book. 

If you devote only 10 minutes 
a day to this exercise, you will 
find that within a week or so you 
will be able to effortlessly zoom in 
on the color of any square. When 
it ceases to be work, go on to 
Exercise 3. 

Exercise 3: The purpose of 
this exercise is to get comfortable 





hi 
10 
tt 
kn 
> me 
acl 
inc 


Cn Fr Tt 


| 


with a mental knight, king, ora 

queen. For example, let’s say yoy 
pick the upper left quadrant. Yo, i 
put a mental knight on square a} | bs 
(a dark square) and begin hopping b's 
around the quadrant. For ex- i 








ample, b7 to c5 to d7 to b8 might the 
be one route. As you hop to each | 
square, say its color: light, dark, . 


light, dark. This will reward you 
with a clear sense of the geomet: | i 
ric position and color of every Mm 
Square within a quadrant. Remen. | 
ber, if you learn one quadrant, 
you've learned them all. Be sure ty 
check your work: Look at a chess. 
board and repeat the tour, making | ik 
sure you “saw” everything cor- | 
rectly. This reinforces the visual- ii 
ization method. | i 
Do Exercise 3 10 minutes a oe 
day for about a week. When you | 
feel you’ve got a good inner sight i 
of all four quadrants, you're ready 
for Exercise 4. Remember, it takes 
time to master the skill. Perhaps hip 
you can do it on the first day, but | 
after a week, you'll find it easier he 
and more natural. That’s the 


| ol 


| cise 
‘4 


ar 





moving pieces inside of a quad- feeling you want to cultivate. |, 
rant. Pick a quadrant and tour it th 

me 
The Story of a Blindfold Game tt 


The Show Must Go On : 


Feldercarp knew he would be 
missing two people terribly at that 
concert in June 2002 by The Who: 
the band’s bass player John 
Entwistle, who passed away a 
week before the tour began, and 
his estranged fiancée. Before she 
left him, the couple punished each 
other for weeks—he ignored her 
for not adapting instantly to life 
away from home, and she started 
looking for reasons to go home 
because he was ignoring her. 
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Ist 
Her ticket ended up with 


Jones, Feldercarp’s old chess | 
crony, who first introduced 
Feldercarp to The Who 25 years 
ago, when Feldercarp was justa | 
kid. “I told [your wife] that you 
were first to insist that I be fam 
iar with ‘Live at Leeds,’ ” | 
Feldercarp said as they began i 
| 





their drive to the theater. 
“And ‘Who’s Next, ” Jones |, 

added. The men had a long frient er 

ship—one that even survived the lat 


Continued on page 2 | 1 





September/December 200! bi, 


Exercise 4: The purpose of 
ihis exercise is to learn to cross 
fom quadrant to quadrant along 
( raight paths, diagonals and 
| night moves. Simply extend the 
| mental tour of a given piece 
,cross all four quadrants, and 
- | include some enemy pawns for 
MU atures. For example, place a 
Ol’ jishop on al and enemy pawns on 
4) | 97,e7, e9, Co, b6. The trick is to 
Ing varne and visualize every square 
hat the bishop must cross to 
ft each its targets. The following 
il | (ay, do the same thing with a 
» (\night. Limit the drill to 10 min- 
| utes. This will add some time 
t | yessure and put a comfortable 
endpoint on your work for any 
“Il: | sven day. 
After about a week of Exer- 
°l0 | ciges 2, 3 and 4 (three weeks in 
* | ql, you will probably have estab- 
Mi | ished a permanent inner sight of 
the board. You will no longer be 
| dle to read “eS” in a chess book 
\\ithout almost immediately 
| weing the eS square on your inner 
i he (and knowing that it is 
) ar . 
a) | Exercise 5: The purpose of 
| itis exercise is to cash in on your 
 \nowledge. Take one of your 
Ul yoks on chess tactics off the 
T | telf. Usually these books present 
achessboard diagram and give 
‘tewinning combination nearby. 
the winning move is a simple 
~~ \ite-two punch, these are usually 
ttoo hard to follow. But now 
ore ready to go deeper into the 
Jaiations that use to vex you. 
‘teak the task down as follows: 
ha read only the algebraic 
Suares of a combo and do the 
|/ne-Two-Three-Color drill on 
‘tem, Forget about visualizing the 
lites and what they are doing! 
(ocentrate on seeing the 
a a Next, take a couple of 
(tp breaths, relax, and re-read 
litVariation, this time adding the 
ces and trying to follow the 
ln in your mind’s eye. If you 
ia ‘ied the squares apart from 
"neces, you'll probably find 
| latit’s very easy. 
eae | The practical application of 
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Grandmaster Maurice Ashley conducted a three-board simultaneous blindfold exhibition 


against three East Bay scholastic teams who played in consultation at last year’s Windsor 


Academy Chess Fest. 


this skill should be apparent: 
Eventually you'll be able to follow 
the openings and variations in 
your chess books without setting 
up a board. If you work on this, 
you'll probably find it much easier 
to visualize future positions when 
you re playing tournament games, 
which should give you a competi- 
tive edge. 

Exercise 6: Most of this article 
has explained how to create a 
Stable image of the board in your 
mind's eye. The following exercise 
should enhance your ability to 
visualize pieces and create lists of 
moves, like John Dedinsky does. 

Open your chess book once 
again and select a random dia- 
gram. Concentrate on only one 
quadrant and memorize the 
positions of the pawns. Look away 
from the book and name the 
positions of the pawns, the 
squares they occupy and the 
Squares they attack. If any pawn 
blocks an enemy pawn, note that, 
too. List all moves possible by any 
pawn. Iry to work fast. When you 
get good at this drill, practice with 
rooks, then rooks and pawns. 
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Photo by Kirshner 


Always note captures, especially 
the absurd captures. John said an 
awareness of absurd captures 
helped him memorize a position. 
Eventually add bishops, or rooks 
and bishops, or knights and kings 
to the picture. 

Finally, learn to memorize all 
the pieces in a quadrant and list 
of all possible moves, captures, 
pins, skewers, and so forth. Never 
spend more than ten minutes a 
day on this drill. Simply try to do 
as much as you can within the ten 
minutes allotted for blindfold 
study. 


Conclusion 


We have presented a relatively 
simple method for total chess- 
board visualization. In fact, I’ve 
taught it to children, who seem to 
have fun with it. Chances are that 
you'll have fun with it, too. But the 
point of cultivating this skill is 
not to amaze your friends — it is 
to enhance your ability to study 
chess books and to add depth to 
your imagining of future posi- 
tions, which should improve your 
results. 

© 2003 David Alzofon 
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Continued from page 20 
month when Feldercarp was 
sleeping on Jones’s living room 
floor and could only get into the 
apartment by climbing in through 
the kitchen window. “I’ve seen 
them as four, then as three, and 
now as two,” Jones said, meaning 
that he saw The Who in its origi- 
nal lineup of Pete Townshend, 
Roger Daltrey, Entwistle, and 
Keith Moon, again after Moon 
died, and this evening he’d see 
them again without Entwistle. 
The surviving members of the 
band were going on with the tour, 
Feldercarp’s friend was happy to 
see them, and 2,335 miles away, 
his fiancée was moving on, too. 


Blindfolded on the Hayward Bridge . 


Earlier in the day, she wrote to 
him: “I guess now all I can do is 
get on with life. I hope you enjoy 
the concert tonight.” Feldercarp 
thought that maybe he shouldn't 
be angry at Entwistle for dying, or 
at his girlfriend for leaving—he 
had to get on with his life, too. 
Then his mind changed tracks, 
and he mused about having to 
cross the bridge across the bay six 
times that day. “What a long day 
of driving. Want to play chess?” he 
offered. 

“Now?!” Jones laughed, and 
then said, “I would lose track after 
seven or eight moves.” 

“OK, let’s play seven or eight 
moves then.” 


This Issue’s Obligatory Wing Gambit 


Blindfold Gems by Koltanowski | 


Eight-board blindfold simulta- 
neous exhibition 

Orange 1948 

White: George Koltanowski 
Black: W.P. Caverly 

5 Wing Gambit 


.e4c5 2. b4 cb4 3. d4.d5 4. e5 
a 5. _ Bf5 6. Ne2 
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guard the h6-pawn, and if 
18...gf6, 19. Qh6 mate. 


18...Kh7 19. Nf3 gf6 20. ef6 
Nb6 


Not 20...Rg2, said 
Koltanowski, because 21. Rdgl 
Og8 22. Rg2 Qg2 23. Rg] wins. 


21. g4 Rc8 22. g5 


, 
4 


oe 






— 
mi 





ning the white queen 
ing to discover a 
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\ 
With no further discussion, / 

Jones took the white pieces and | 

opened: 

1. Nf3 d5 2. e3 | 


An error in transmission 
caused Feldercarp to hear Jones's _| 
move as 2. b3, and he reasoned 
that a pawn on b3 would inhibit | 
White from a future Ob3 to attack 6 
b7 and d5, so perhaps the queen 
bishop could go out aggressively, | I 


2...Bg4 3. Be2 3 


Of course Black heard this as_| Fe 
Bb2, which, along with b3, is more : 
consistent with White’s first move | 
e3 and Be2, on the other hand, is, _ 
very mild development. i 
3...Nc6 | 

Continued on page 23 


| 
‘i 


2 
checkmating threat on c2. de 


23. g6 fg6 24. Ng5 Kh8 i 


24...hg5 25. Qg5 leads to mate / 
soon. | 


25. Nf7 Qf7 26. Qh6 Qh727,—# 
hg6 Resigns 8, 





Thirty-board blindfold simulta- hr 
neous exhibition (lt 
Antwerp 1931 dl 
White: George Koltanowski 
Black: Dunkelblum a 
1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 de4 4. ‘1 
Ne4 Nf6 5. Bd3 Qd4 6. Nf3 Qd8 | 13 
Threatening to trade two 
attackers by 7...Ne4 8. Be4 Qdl. 
7. Qe2 BF5 8. Nf6 gf6 9. BFS Qad 
10. Bd2 Qf5 11.0-0-0Qe6 it! 
Again trying to trade the | 
queens or even checkmate in two - 
after ...Qa2. 


12. Qd3 Qa2 13. Qd8 Kd8 14. , 
Ba5 Kc8 15. Rd8 mate | | 


K 





\~ 
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Whether White played b3/Bb2 
or e3/Be2, Black’s move threatens 
i grab the center by ...Bf3 and 
_e5. The fight for e5 continues. 


| 
| 
| 
| 4,d4f6 5. 4 e6 


Black gave up on making ...e5 
inone step because he sees the 
_ pishop on b2 to control the 
Square, and 5...Bf3 6. Bf3 results 
intoo much pressure against d5. 


6, 0-0 

“Huh? You can’t castle,” said 
y, | Black. who was playing with b3/ 

, Bb2. To discover e3/Be2 dismayed 

hima little, since his ...Bg4 devel- 
opment is a little less well- 
oe | founded. The players got the 
We, |. position straight while joining the 
Sa awling concert traffic on the 

' freeway. 
6,..Qd7 


| Black decided to encourage 

| attacking play on opposite wings 

| because a Short knockout for 

, either side would be easier to 

| keep in his head. Kingside castling 

isnot as easy to achieve in the 

_pactical sense because the best 
evelopment for Black’s kingside 
minors is not known. 


ate | LNbd2 0-0-0 8. b3 


$0 White plays b3 and Bb2 
| after all. 


‘fulge7 9. Bb2 Ng6 10. Rel e5 


Black thought the additional 
preparatory move 10...Bd6 would 
‘iWite11.¢5. 
|ed5 Qd5 12. e4 Qf7 


Black saw attacking moves to 
Iieet each of his other queen 

A, moves @2.2007 13. Bb5, 12-..0d6 

Nd8 | [i.Nc4,12...0e6 13. d5, and 

...0a5 13. Bc3. 


1. \1d5 


Qa) | Black’s slow crawl to e5 has 

med out poorly. White leads in 
‘tvelopment and center control, 
“i ‘tdhis queenside initiative is 
‘luch further ahead than Black’s 
tiyside play. 


BES 


[ 
dl 


IS 


ee 
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| black has made a mistake 
nant aise he couldn’t see the board. 


2003 
‘otember / December 2003 


He intended to answer 14. dc6 
with ...Bc6, but the e4-pawn is in 
the way. Both players saw Black’s 
“blindfold cheapo” — 14. Nf3 self- 
pins the d-pawn — but White only 
needs to move his queen to re- 
fresh his threat, and his bishop 
will keep two clear diagonals. 

14. Bf3 


Black’s position is a mess after 
14. dc6 Be2 15. cb7 Kb7 16. Qe2. 
14...Nd4 15. Bd4 ed4 16. Nc4 
Ne5 

16...Bc5 is lifeless. 
17. Qd4 

White’s turn for a blindfold 
misstep. He was intending to meet 
17...Nf3 with 18. Of3. 
17...Nf3 18. gf3 Kb8 19. Ne3 

More than a loss of two moves, 
19. Ne3 takes the knight to the 
wrong side of the board while 


moving the piece that contains 
Black’s bishop. 


19...Bd6 20. Nf5 Be5 21. Qd2 
Qh5 





If 21. f4, then 21...Qg4 is good 
for Black, as is 21. Ng3 Of3, but 
during the game Black planned for 
21...Qh3 plus ...h5-h4, and so on. 
...Qh3 does not watch over f4, 
though, and White’s f4 push 
might be enough for White to 
resume thinking about his own 
attack. Then the house lights 
dimmed, and Jones said, “I can’t 
see anything anymore, so I re- 
sign.” Maybe Black would’ve been 
able to checkmate on his next 
move. 
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The first thing bandleader 
Townshend said to the crowd was 
“Tonight we are minus one,” and 
then he borrowed from one of his 
songs, “nothing more needs to be 
said.” Townshend led his mates 
into a number, and Feldercarp 
thought Townshend looked very 
happy on stage, getting on with 
his life without Keith Moon and 
John Entwistle. Feldercarp was 
also minus one, but the show 
must go on. 


The Blind 
Spot 


By Neil Brennen 

Nineteenth-century American 
chess outside of New York City 
has not been well represented in 
chess history literature. This is 
changing in recent years, which 
historians taking a closer look at 
the chess communities of such 
places as Philadelphia and San 
Francisco, among others. 

In the case of Philadelphia, 
John Hilbert has written a number 
of articles exploring the chess 
history of that city, while John 
Donaldson as been publishing 
accounts of the early days of San 
Francisco’s Mechanics’ Institute. 

One handicap to such research 
has been that most of the 19th- 
century American chess maga- 
zines were located on the east 
coast. While the Daniel Fiske/Paul 
Morphy-edited Chess Monthly, 
American Chess Monthly, and 
American Chess Magazine were all 
worth consulting as part of re- 
search, all of them had an east 
coast focus. It was far easier for a 
magazine published in New York 
to use a game played locally, or to 
report on a local event, than to 
solicit material from the west 
coast. This, of course, left most of 
the chess life of the United States 


Continued on page 27 
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Introducing the Trebuchet Pawn Ending | 


In medieval times, a trebuchet 
was a kind of catapult, a weapon 
for flinging missiles, On the 
chessboard, a trebuchet is type of 
fixed pawn position where one 
king flings the other away before 
winning a pawn, The trebuchet is 
a mutual zugzwang—whichever 
player is on the move will lose. 


_ “A 


Cs 
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1, Kb7! 


Trebuchet, and since it is 
Black to play, Black loses, 1, Kb5? 
leads to a draw: 1... Kd5 2. Kb4 
Kce6 3. Ke4e, 


1...Ke7 2. Ke7 Ke8 3. Kb7 Re- 
signs 
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Not 1. Kb7?, because 1...Kd6! 
makes a trebuchet with White on 
the move, and Black wins, 


1...Kd6 2, Kb7! Resigns 
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1. Kb7! 
1. Kc7? Ke6! -+ 
1...Kf6 
1,,.Ke6 2, Ke7! +-. 
2. Kc8! Keé 3. Ke7 Resigns 





Concord U.S, Open 1995 

White: Adrian Keatinge-Clay 
(2280) 

Black: Neil Falconer (2000) 
Nimzo-Indian Capablanca Varia- 
tion 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 


The two primary goals of any 
opening are to control the center 
and get the pieces out, and the 
Nimzo-Indian excels on both 
counts, Black's kingside develop- 
ment is one move away from 
completion, Black surrounds the 
center: his pawn controls one 
center square head-on, his knight 
controls two from the right, and 
his bishop carves two diagonals 
around the center from the left 
while pinning the white knight, 
giving Black command of e4, 

Black even has the first threat, 
to capture on c3 and double 
White's pawns, confirming Black's 
control of e4 and leaving the c4- 
without any hope of pawn protec- 
tion (the c4-pawn often comes 
under fire by ...Na5 and ...Ba6), 


4.Qc2 


Capablanca's move goes 
through periods as the most 
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popular fourth move for White, 4 
Qc2 address e4 directly and | 
prepares to recapture on €3 with, 
piece to preserve White's pawn 
structure, The move's drawbacks | 
are that the d4-pawn is unde- 
fended, and that the queen will 
have to move for a third timein | 
the sequence ...Bc3 Qc3 Ne4, 
when White risks falling further | 
behind in development, 


4...d5 \d 


4,..d5 does not quite fit with 
the hypermodern method of | 
controlling the center from a ip 
distance, but it classically control |! K 
e4 directly, and threatens to make | |4 
a discovered attack against the 
d4-pawn. id 
5.cd5 Qd5 Kt 
The choice between 5,,.Qd5_ 5" 


and 5...ed5 is a matter of taste, \o 
The latter is fashionable, ‘Ib 


6.Nf3 c5 7.Bd2 Bc3 8.Bc3 cd4 | 
9.Bd4 Hla 


9, Nd4 centralizes the shorter i" 
range piece, but Black has a free |, | 
game after 9,.,0-0 and ,,.e5 to li 
follow. Keene suggests 9, Rdl!? a i 
a try. 


9...Nc6 10,Bc3 is 


10, Bf6 gf6 11, e4 Qa 12, Od i 
Qd2 13. Nd2 simplifies the post ai 
tion too much for White to have r 


winning chances, 








te 





in 

10,.,0-0 11.e3 Rd& i 
Emms gives a slight nod to {il 
White after 11...e5 12. Rd1 Qc) Mt 


13, Be2 for White’s better develop i 
ment and pair of bishops. Black 
will have to catch up in mobility /™ 
before his extra space can count Ij 


12.Be2 Qe4 MH 


13. Rdl would've been awk | 4 
ward for Black, and 12.,.Qe4i8 eh : 
most aggressive move the a ' 

ft 





can make while taking hersell of 
the dangerous file, 


13.Qb3 b6 
t 
‘y 
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White took another look at 
(\4, Bf6 gf6, but Black has more 
ace and better pieces after 15. 
ralk (0 e5 16. Racl Be6), 


0 
rake WdwBb7 15.Rfd1 Qgé 


e Itsurely cannot be a bad idea 
prevent the fracture of the 
ingside pawns with a move that 
5 \{oreshadows ...Qg2 mate in 

, | oordination with the b7-bishop. 


‘16Qa3 


4 White has decided to take 

llack’s possible threats seriously, 
itd swap the light-squared bish- 
ips before Black’s becomes 


~~ slitigerous. 
!? ag hwNed 
| ifBlack is planning to move 


isqueen, then it makes sense to 
ad? vi the knight so there can be 
$i 


th 








rtet 





worties of a capture on f6. If 
flak could make another move, 
tet..N¢e7 would stop White's 

lneat of Ba6, but since he cannot, 
.Nd5 centralizes, when 17. Ba6 
o {ithe met by 17...Ba6 18, Qa6 

c5 \ti, Black’s idea is not to inter- 
elop: i with his rook’s line so that he 
ck ‘twin control of the d-file at 

lity (tove 18, 

unt Nab Bab 18.Qa6 Qe2 

Nhde] Qe4 20.Qb7 


ik | Siddenly Black is faced with a 
is hehe of threats. The pin on the 
een ktight means that 21. NeS will 
foll ite With a double threat, and 
ie Black overlooked the other 
Mace, 


whab8 


ve 
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20...Nd6 also shoos the white 
queen while watching over f7 and 
getting the slow-footed knight off 
the back rank. 
21.Qf7 Kf7 22.Ng5 Ke7 23.Ne4 
Rbc8 24.Rd1 Nf6 25.Ng5 


Perhaps White judged that 25, 
Nf6 gf6 followed by ...e5 would be 
a greater hindrance to his bishop. 
He is not really threatening to win 
a second pawn by 26. Bf6 Kf6 27. 
Nh7 because of 27...Kg6. 


25...e5 26.Kf1 hé 27.Nf3 Keé 
28.Rd8 


White is willing to concede the 
d-file now that is king is close 
enough to prepare Rdl. 


28...Rd8 29.Ke2 Ne4 30.Bel g5 
31.Re1 


White abruptly changes his 
mind about Rd1 after noticing 
that Rcl threatens to capture on 
c6 and drop in on 7 in case the 
knight moves. 


31...Re8 32,h3 h5 33.94 


A good move. White would 
rather not trade pawns (when 
ahead by one pawn in the 
endgame, exchange pieces but not 
pawns), but ...g4 by Black would 
effect a pawn trade anyway with a 
further gain of space and time. 
Also, Black’s g-pawn is now fixed 
under the stare of the f3-knight. 


33...hg4 34.hg4 Kf6 35,Nd2 
Nd4 


A clever idea. The player 
behind in material engineers a 
Swap of a rook plus a knight, but 
blocks the kingside pawn forma- 
tion on the same color squares as 
the white bishop, perhaps result- 
ing in a position where the knight 
might be a bit better, 
36.Kd1 Rel 37.Ke1 Nd2 38.Kd2 


38. ed4 Nf3 39. de5 Ke5 
invites Black’s king into f4, 


38...Nf3 39.Ke2 e4 


Certainly not 39...Nel 40. Kel 
with an easy win in sight. After 
..@4, the g4-pawn looks like a 
goner, 
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40.Bc3 Ke6 41.Bg7 


Alternatively, White could play 
on the other wing with 41, a4 Nh2 
42. a5 ba5 43, Ba5 Ned 44, Bc3 
Kd5 45. b4, but Black’s king is 
well placed to prevent White from 
playing b5 and fixing the a-pawn 
on a black square. 
41...Nh2 42.Bh6 Kf6 43.Bf8 Keé 
44,Bb4 Ng4 45.f3 ef3 46.Kf3 

Black did marvelously to 
recover his material deficit, but he 
still has the lesser minor piece in 
an ending with pawns on both 
sides (usually a big advantage for 
the bishop), 


46...Ne5 47.Ke4 Nc4 48.63 Ndé 
49.Bd6 

A most unusual decision. 
49,..Kd6 50.K—5 Kd5 51.64 

51, Kg5 Ke4 52. Kf6 Ke3 53. 
Ke6 Kd3 54. Kd6 Kc3 55. Ke6 Kb? 
56. Kb7 (56, a4 Kb3 57. Kb5 a5 58. 
Kb6 Ka4 59. Kc5-) Ka2 57. Ka7 
Kb3 58. Kb6=, 
51...Kd4 52.e5 94 53.66 g3 
54.e7 g2 55.e8Q g1Q 56.Qa4 
Kd5 57.Qd7 Kc5 58.Qa7 Qf 
59.Kg6 Qd3 60.Kg7 Qd4 61 Kg8 
Qd5 62.Qf7 Qf7 63.Kf7 Kb4 
64.Ke6 Ka3 65.Kd5 Ka2 66.64 
Kb3 





67.b5 
67. Kc6= 


67...Kb4 68.Kc6 Ka5 


Trebuchet, 


69.Kd5 Kb5 70.Kd4 Kb4 71.Kd3 
Kb3 72.Kd2 Kb2 73. Resigns 





Page 25 








Kolty CC 
Championship 


Continued from page 6 


34...hg5 

Otherwise f6 becomes a 
support point for the white 
knight. 


35. Kg5 Nd4 36. Kg4 Nf5 
A smaller piece defends e7 


from a check, so the rook can 
attack. 


37. Kf4 Rd4 

Threatening 38...Nd6. 
38. Kg5 Kf7 39. Re5 Ng7 

Since the defense of e7 now 
rests with the king, the knight can 
play more aggressively also. 

AO. Kf4 Neé 41. Ke3 Rdl 
White's pieces have been 
pushed back, and now White has 

to trade knights to save the h- 
pawn. 
42. Ng5 Ng5 43. Rg5 Rh1 44. 
Rg3 Rh2 45. b3 b5 

The most important job fora 


rook in a rook endgame is to 
attack things. 45...Ra2 is better. 


46. Ke4 Rd2 47. Rg5 Rd4 48. 
Ke3 Rh4 49. Rc5 Rh3 50. Kf4 
Rb3 51. Rc7 Kf6 52. Ra7 

After midnight, White was 
adamant about adjourning, to 
which the director agreed, so it'll 
never be known how this game 
might've ended without a week's 
sleep.. 
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52...95 53. Kg4 Re3 54. Rb7 Re5 


54...Re4 55. Kg3 Red saves a 
useful tempo in many continua- 
tions. 
55. Rb6 Ke7 56. Raé Kd7 57. 
Ra5 Kc6 

Around here Black should play 

..Rd5 to unpin his b5-pawn. 

58. Kh5 Kb6 59. Ra8 Kc5 60. 
Ra5 Kc4 

60...Kd4 also unpins. 
61. a4 

Equal now. 


61...g4 62. Kg4 Rd5 63. Rb5 Rb5 
64. ab5 Kc5 65. b6 Kc6 66. b7 
Kc7 Drawn 


Join CalChess 


A one-year membership in the Northern California Chess 


Association brings you: 


BlacKnight | 
Quads 


Continued from page 14 | 


22. Qc8 Bc8 23. 0-0, when Black's | 
dark squares are weak, and his ¢8.__ 
bishop is near useless. 


20. Kf1 Bh3 a 
Doesn't help much, but neithey | il 
does 20...Rc4 21. Rce4 Qc3 22, Rc | 
Nh4 23. Rgl f5. ‘ 
21. Qh3 Qa6é 22. Kg2 Rc4 23, [1 
Bh6é Re8 24. Rel Rb4 25. ab4_ tt 
Qc4 26. Qf3 Qd4 27. Bg5 bé 28, |° 
Bf6 Qc4 29. Bc3 £5 30. ef5 Rel || 
31. Bel Qcl 32. fg6Qg951.0 |" 
time forfeit 
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Chess Historians Now Looking 


| 
Cb ‘continued from page 23 
jnagigantic blind spot. Fortu- 
| jately, local chess columns can 
her | jilthe gap in many instances. 
Rc} | +Occasionally a game ora 
port on an event from the rest 
| athe country would break into 
‘theeast Coast Magazines. One 
sch is the following game pub- 
lished in Brentano’s Chess Monthly 
inAugust 1881. The introduction 
ithe game states it was one of 
| fur games played “simulta- 
jeously and without sight of the 
hoards by Professor Fritz Peipers, 
wainst four amateurs of that 
ity.’ Peipers won all four games. 
| Very little is known about 
ipeipers, a fate he shares with 
‘many strong amateurs of the time. 
fisname is listed among the 
jaticipants of a Mechanics’ 
stitute tournament in 1885. 
\cording to Donaldson, the 
(umament was “won by J. 
-\laldstein, with N.J. Manson 2nd 
ad Fritz Peipers 3rd.” 
' Obviously Professor Fritz 
epers was a player of some 
ility to not only finish in a high 
sition in an MI tournament, but 
also play blindfold simuls. 
lthaps one day the good Profes- 
wPeipers will be rescued from 
itblind spot of chess history 
lathe now occupies, just as San 
incisco has been. 
See 


28, 






























| ‘indfold simultaneous exhibition, 
Francisco 1881 
ihite: Fritz Peipers 

lak: Amateur 


0 


03, 
‘ember/December 2003 


_ More Close 





If Black’s remaining knight 
stood at c6 instead of g8, he could 
have played 9...d5 with great 
effect. 


10. Qd4 Nf6 11. 0-0 Re8 12. Nc3 


est Coast 


Qe7 13. Bd2 Qe5 14. Qd3 Re7 
15. f4 Qc5 

With these queen moves, Black 
has consumed valuable time 
which he might have devoted to 
bringing out the queenside pieces. 
16. Kh1 b6 17. e5 

A decisive blow. 
17...de5 

If 17...Bf5, White wins by 18. 
Qf3. 
18. fe5 Re5 19. Ne4 

White plays the terminating 
moves in good style. 
19...Bf5 20. Nc5 Bd3 21. Nd3 


And White won. 
© 2003 Neil Brennen 


sla a a ea 
Marshall CC Juniors Beat 





Mechanics’ Institute Team in 


Internet Match 


A team of juniors from the 
Marshall Chess Club in New York 
defeated a similar group from the 
Mechanics’ Institute Chess Club in 
San Francisco 3-1 on Sept. 28. The 
games were played through the 
Internet Chess Club. Matthew Ho, 
Nicolas Yap, Drake Wang, and 
Ewelina Krubnik played for Me- 
chanics'. FM Dmitry Schneider, 
WFM Laura Ross, FM Fabiano 
Caruana, and Marc Tyler Arnold 
represented the Marshall club. 





ICC 2003 

White: Nicolas Yap (2164, MI) 
Black: Laura Ross (2186, Marshall) 
Sveshnikov Sicilian 

T. e4 c5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 cd4 4. 
Nd4 Nfé6 5. Nc3 e5 6. Ndb5 dé 
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7. Bg5 a6 8. Na3 b5 9. Nd5 Be7 
10. Bf6 BF6 11. <3 Bg5 12. Nc2 
Rb8 13. Be2 0-0 14. 0-0 a5 15. 
b4 Beé 16. a4 ba4 17. Ra4 ab4 
18. cbh4 Ne7 19. Bc4 Qd7 20. 
Raé Qc 21. Qe2 Ng6 22. g3 
Rd8 23. b5 Bd5 24. ed5 Ne7 25. 
Nb4 Nf5 26. Nc6 Nd4 27. Qd3 
Nc6 28. dcé e4 29. Qd5 Resigns 





ICC 2003 

White: F. Caruana (2154, Marshall) 
Black: Drake Wang (2057, MI) 
Caro-Kann Two Knights 


1. e4 c6 2. Nc3 d5 3. Nf3 Bg4 4. 
h3 Bf3 5. Qf3 e6 6. d3 Bdé 7. 


Qg4 Qf6 8. Bg5 Qg6 9. ed5 ed5 
10. Qc8 mate 
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obby Fischer won the 
1957 U.S. junior 
championship in San 
Francisco one point 
ahead of local favor- 
ite Gil Ramirez. The 
two later shared a ride to Cleve- 
land for the U.S. Open, but they 
weren’t crazy about each other. 
Ramirez, who won the 1956 
California Open at the age of 16, 
was 17 at the time of Fischer’s 
U.S. junior win, and it was his last 
chance; Fischer won the U.S. Open 
while sporting a black eye. 

That much is pretty well 
known, and the rest is history: 
The open winner was seeded into 
the U.S. closed championship, and 
the 14-year-old Fischer won that, 
too. Since it was a zonal year, he 
earned a berth into the 
Interzonals at Portoroz, and 
Fischer stunned the chess world 
by finishing fifth to become the 
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youngest world championship 
candidate ever at 15 

Here’s the part of the story 
that is brand new: 

Among the group of young 
players that was traveling with 
Fischer in 1957 were John 
Rinaldo, who went on to a career 
in banking, and Tony Pabon, who, 
like Fischer, was from Brooklyn. 
Pabon asked Fischer after his 
junior win how he thought he’d do 
in the open, and Fischer said, “I 
don’t have confidence against the 
masters.” 

Rinaldo was studying psychol- 
ogy at the time, and Fischer 
agreed to be hypnotized, during 
which time Rinaldo gave him one 
post-hypnotic suggestion: “I will 
have confidence against masters.” 

Pabon was old enough to drive 
then, so he often had to shuttle 
Fischer around. During their next 
car ride, Pabon asked Fischer 
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p, 
again about his chances in the jj 
open, and according to Pabon, | 
“This time Bobby said in the exat |, 
tone of voice that Rinaldo used,! i | 

‘ ut 
will have confidence against i 
masters.’ That’s when I knew | : 
Fischer would win the U.S. Open. 

That’s how John Rinaldo, M 
banker and Sacramento area 
chessplayer, set the course of |i 
chess history. la 
le 
Simultaneous exhibition, Davis 
1964 i 
White: Bobby Fischer | 
Black: Celle fl 
Evans Gambit 


t) 
1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bcd Bebd: 


| Ml 





‘Nh 
b4 i 
Fischer’s openings repertolt a 
was severely limited in tourne {fh 
ments, but like many top playels 
he would cut loose in offhand al 
exhibition play. | 


— 


| 
September/December 2008 i 





| 
| 4,.Bb4 
| | One reason the Evans Gambit 
: | isso effective is that the gambit 
| move makes a threat (compare to 
}! theKing’s Gambit where 1. e4 e5 
| 2.f4does not really threaten 3. 
fe5) and cannot well be declined 
3..Bb6 and White can keep going 
| with 4. D5). 
| ‘<3 Be7 6. d4 dé 


White reacts vigorously to this 
mistake. According to Nunn, 
f,.Nas 7. Nes Nc4 8. Nc4 d5 9. 
ed5 Qd5 10. Ne3 Qd7 11. 0-0 Nf6 
12,c4 b5! is equal. 
) | 1.de5 NeS 
‘\ | Giving up ground in the 
‘94 | enter, but 7...de5 8. Ob3 is also 

hi sod for White. 
H\| ,Ne5 deS 
jy | Without a black knight on cé6, 
-./1)1.0b3 looks stronger still because 
J ‘ tere isno knight fork looming on 
“4 \,but also because the c6-knight 
“A \isgone, White can make a double 
threat instead. 


1,0h5 g6 10. Qe5 Nf6 11. Ba3 


he |g 


‘Hal Always unpin, advised Purdy. 


, jilore Black can break the abso- 
Shite pin on the e7-bishop by 
itving off the white queen, he 
pen ‘lust first unpin the knight. 
" |IL00Ng4 13. @g3 
Retreating to the square on 
of |iich the queen eyes two poten- 
ldtargets: c7 and g4. 13. Qe7 
— 14. Be7 Ke7 15. Nd2 Be6 
vis uplifies to Black’s liking. 
NwBa3 14, Na3 Qe7 


Developing with a threat of 
(43, and maybe on the way to 
Noffer a trade of queens 
Beh hich might be a hard offer to 
hfe since ...0e5 also hits c3 
toire (dhopes for checkmate on h2). 
na | Bb5 
ayels, 
nd and! 


| 


— 


| 
7 2008 *ember/December 2003 











— 


a 





| Setting the Course 


Oo 





Ef 


GY 


15...c6 


15...Bd7 leaves the c7-pawn 
hanging, but a hole has appeared 
on d6. 


16. Nc4 Qe6 


One of the many possibilities 
Fischer gives after 16...cb5 is 17. 
Nd6 Kd8 18. Rfd1 Bd7 19. Nb7 
Kc8 20. Nd6 Kd8 21. Rd4! Ne5 22. 
Rad g5 23. Nf5 Qe8 24. Qe5! Oe5 


25. Rd7 Ke8 (25...Kc8 26. Ne7!) 26. 


Re7/! Qe7 27. Ng7 mate. 
17. Rad! cb5 18. Qc7 


With a double threat of check- 
mate on d8 and 19. Nd6, winning 
the queen. 


18...Bd7 19. Nd6 Ke7 20. Nf5 

Black must accept the sacrifice 
and open the e-file, according to 
Fischer: 20...Ke8 21. Ng7 or 
20...Kf6 21. Rd6 gf5 22. Qd7I. 
20...gf5 21. ef5 Rac8 22. Rd7 
Qd7 23. f6 

A lovely obstruction sacrifice, 
depriving the black king of the 
flight square f6, and next forcing 
Black to throw away his knight in 
order to get the square back. 
23...Nf6 24. Rel Ne4 25. Re4 
Kf6 26. Qd7 Rfd8 


How far back did Fischer take 
this into account? 


27. Qg4 Resigns 


San Francisco 1957 
White: Bobby Fischer 
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f Fischer History 


Black: Bill Haines 

Ruy Lopez 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 
4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0-0 Be7 6.Rel b5 
7.Bb3 d6 8.c3 0-0 9.h3 NaS5 
10.Bc2 c5 11.d4 Qc7 12.Nbd2 
Bd7 13.Nfl Rfe8 14.Ne3 cd4 
15.cd4 Nc4 16.Nc4 bc4 17.Bd2 
Rad8 18.Bc3 Bf8 19.Qd2 g6 
20.Ba5 Qb8 21.Bd8 Qd8 22.b3 
cb3 23.Bb3 Qb6 24.Rab1 Qd8 
25.Bc4 Ne4 26.Re4 Bf5 27.Reel 
Bb1 28.Rb1 e4 29.Nh2 Qh4 
30.Rb7 Bh6é 31.Qe2 RFf8 32.Ng4 
Qg5 33.Qe3 Qg4 34.hg4 Be3 
35.fe3 h6 36.Rd7 Kg7 37.Rd6 
Rc8 38.Bb3 Resigns 





San Francisco 1957 

White: Gil Ramirez 

Black: Bobby Fischer 

King’s Indian Attack/Defense 


1.Nf3 Nf6 2.93 g6 3.Bg2 Bg7 
4.0-0 0-0 5.c4 d6 6.Nc3 e5 7.d4 
Nbd7 8.h3 Re8 9.Qc2 ed4 
10.Nd4 Nb6 11.b3 c5 12.Ndb5 
a6 13.Na3 Be6 14.Qd2 d5 15.g4 
Bg4 16.hg4 Ng4 17.Bh3 Qh4 
18.Kg2 d4 19.Qg5 Qg5 20.Bg5 
f5 21.Bg4 fg4 22.Nd5 Nd5 
23.cd5 d3 24.ed3 Bal 25.Ral 
Re5 Drawn 





San Francisco 1957 
White: Andrew Schoene 
Black: Bobby Fischer 
King’s Indian Defense 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 
0-0 5.e5 Ne8 6.f4 d6 7.Nf3 de5 
8.fe5 Bg4 9.Be2 c5 10.Bf4 cd4 
11.Qd4 Nc6 12.Qd8 Rd8 13.Rd1 
Rdl 14.Nd1 Bf3 15.Bf3 Ne5 
16.Be5 Be5 17.Bb7 Nd6 18.Ba6 
Rb8 19.c5 Ne4 20.c6 Rb6 
21.Bb7 Nd6 22.b3 Nb7 23.cb7 
Rb7 24.93 Bd4 25.Ke2 Rc7 
26.Kd3 e5 27.Rel Rcl 28.a4 f5 
29.Kd2 Rb1 30.Kc2 Ral 31.Re2 
Ra2 32.Kd3 e4 33. Resigns 
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One of my students was 
beaming. He had to show me his 
latest game. 


Hillsborough 2003 
White: A Kid 
Black: Another Kid 
Reti Opening 
1. Nf3 g5 
A Wing Gambit of sorts, 
aiming to deflect the knight from 
its control of the center. 
2.h3 d5 
Using the bishop to help the 
pawn reach g4. 
3.Ng5 
Now 2. h3 is a rather wasted 
move. 
3...e5 4. Nf3 e4 5. Nd4c5 6. 
Nb3 a5 7. d3 a4 8. N3d2 e3 9. 
fe3 Qh4 








Sevsete 


as rink 
t7 jt it 
ze tn oo wu 
aie rv: d my 
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Black: Amateur 
Caro-Kann Defense 


1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. Bd3 Nfé 4. 
e5 Nfd7 


Re 
it oo 4 
a a es a 


7 ae a 
VAY AR 


BY 
ENG 





I gestured for him to show the 
rest, and he did: 


5. e6 fe6é 6. Qh5 g6 7. Qg6 hg6 
8. Bg6 mate 

We replaced the pieces again, 
and this time we reviewed 
Diemer-Wagner, Germany 1955. 


Germany 1955 
White: Emil Diemer 
Black: Wagner 
Diemer Gambit 


1. d4 Nf6 


Diemer achieved his greatest 
@ty..with the Blackmar- 


mbit, which can be 
by 2. f3 d5 3. e4 de4 


5 8.a5 ed49. 
Kd8 11. Ra7Z 


ble promotion 


(‘alifornia Chess Journal 


OG ) | A 
EN 


i ae RS 7 ‘Fn 
Yj Le 4, ¢ TO 
Y noc 


‘Oa a a | 
oo 





“|s ia o's i 
“ ‘< 





“You didn’t really have to do 
any thinking at all,”I said. “You 
knew the patterns from a couple |, 
of good miniatures, and you ' 
combined ’em.” 

“B-but,” he stammered. He 
looked a little wounded. il 

“Now, c’mon,” I said, “you did Hn 
exactly the right thing! This is the 
value of doing the homework, of {im 
learning these short games and ™ 
studying those tactics diagrams! i" 
That’s what the best players do, |, 
right? They know so many differ- 4s 
ent kinds of positions that they i 
never have to re-invent the wheel 
while they’re sitting at the chess- im 
board! They match the position in jm 
front of them to the hundreds of #: 
thousands of positions inside li 
their heads, and play the moves “ 
that they already know to work! 
That’s just what you did!" 3 

“OK,” he said, not looking 
CORE is bas Sonal 


et 
1 | 
| 
12...Resigns ' 
| 
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From the ~ From the Editor | * 


You folks deserve a good f 
magazine more frequently than 
this, and I’m just not up toit 
anymore. 

I have been having fun writing 
a book of Morphy’s games. You ” 
should buy it when it comes oul. M 

There are 32 pages here, a 
pretty good issue in which to say 
goodbye. Thank you so much for 
reading. Buenos knowchess. 
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twworth United Methodist Church 


11 a.m. Sundays 


Humboldt County 
Bob Phillips 
(707) 839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 8 p.m.-midnight 
Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Building 415, Yosemite Room 
Charles Pigg 

(510) 447-5067 


Merced 
Fridays 6:30 p.m. 
Merced Mall Food Court 


Modesto 

Tuesdays 7 p.m 

Doctors’ Hospital Cafeteria 
1441 Florida Ave. 

John Barnard 

(209) 785-7895 
Monterey 

Daily except Mondays 
430 Alvarado St. 

Ted Yudacufski 


(408) 646-8730 


Mount Shasta 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Dick Bolling 

(530) 926-3608 


Oakhurst 
Saturdays 4 p.m. 
Cafe Baja 

40029 Highway 41 
(559) 642-6333 


Palo Alto 

Thursdays 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
Avenidas Senior Center 
450 Bryant St. 

(650) 327-2811 


Palo Alto 

Cafe La Dolce Vita 
299 California Ave. 
(650) 323-0478 


Paradise 

Tuesdays 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 

(916) 873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Henderson at Indiana 
Hans Borm 

(559) 784-3820 


Reno, Nevada 
Sundays and Thursdays 6:30 


p.m. 
2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 


(775) 827-3867 


Jerry Weikel 
(775) 747-1405 


Richmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th at MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
POB 69 
Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesdays 5:30-10 p.m. 
Hart Senior Center 

915 27th Street 

John McCumiskey 

(916) 557-7053 (days) (916) 
428-5532 (eves) 
Sacramento 

Fridays 6 p.m. 

Hart Senior Center 

915 27th Street 

John Barnard 

(209) 785-7895 

Salinas 

Weekend afternoons 
Carl's Jr. 

1061 N. Davis Rd. 

Abe Mina 

(831) 758-4429 


San Anselmo 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza 

Red Hill Shopping Center 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd. 
Jim Mickle 

(415) 457-2719 


San Francisco 

Daily 

Mechanics Institute 

57 Post St., Fourth Floor 
John Donaldson 

(415) 421-2258 


San Francisco 

Fridays 6:30 p.m. 

Stonestown Chess Club 
Stonestown Senior YMCA Annex 
3150 20th Ave. 

Joan Arbil 

(415) 332-9548 


San Jose 

Tuesdays and Fridays, 12 noon-4 
p.m. 

Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Ave. 

Jerry Marshall 

(408) 267-1574 

Santa Clara 

Second Saturdays 2:15-6:15 
p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 
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Francisco Sierra 
(408) 241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Afternoons until closing at 6:30 
p.m. 

Sonoma Coffee Company 

521 Fourth St. 

Peter Menetti 

(707) 869-5786 


Santa Rosa 

First and last Saturdays 
Rincon Valley Library 

6959 Montecito Blvd. 

Mike Haun 

(707) 537-0162 

Stanford 

Meets weekly during school year 
Michael Aigner 
maigner@stanford.edu 
Stockton 

Fridays 6-11 p.m. 

St. Andrews Lutheran Church 
4910 Claremont Ave 

Jacob Green 

(209) 942-2812 
jacobgreen@msn.com 
http://www.geocities.com/ 


jacobgreen87/STKNCHESS.htm| 


Stockton Delta Knights 
Sundays 1-4 p.m. 

First Baptist Church 

3535 N. El Dorado 

Jacob Green 
1-209-942-2812 

Visalia 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Borders Books and Music 
Mooney at Caldwell 

Allan Fifield 

(559) 734-2784 
hometown.aol.com/visaliachess/ 
myhomepage/profile.html 


Walnut Creek 

Tuesdays 6:30-10:30 p.m. 
Clvic Park 

Broadway and Civic 
Clarence Lehman 


(925) 228-3257 


Yuba City 

Mondays and Weds. 7-11 p.m. 
Carl’s Jr. 

Bridge St. and Highway 99 
Tom Giertych 

(916) 671-1715 
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Events marked with an star vx offer discounted entry fees for CalChess members, and/or the organizers are making a contribution, | 
CalChess from the entry fees. The California Chess Journal encourages participation in those events. 

For the most up-to-date schedule, go to http://www.calchess.org/scholasticschedule-html and http://www.calchess.ory 
tournamentschedule.htnl. | 





Date Event Location CalChess | 

December 6 Weibel Scholastic Quads Fremont ux 

Dr. Alan Kirshner, 66 Indian Hill Place, Fremont 94539 (510) 657-1586, info@successchess.com 

December 6 Mechanics’ Institute Childrens’ Quads San Francisco 

Anthony Corrales, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 ql 

December 13 St. Marks Scholastic Quads San Rafael i 
) 

December 13 Ath Guthrie McClain Memorial G/45 San Francisco 


John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 


imjwd@aol.com 


December 20-21 Sacramento Chess Club Weekend Swiss #12 Sacramento vw 
John McCumiskey, 6700 50th St., Sacramento 95823-1306 (916) 428-5532, jmclmc@lanset.com 
December 27 BlacKnight Open and Scholastic Quads San Jose 


Ray Orwig, (510) 223-7073 rorwig@saintmarksschool.org 
| 
| 


Albert Rich, Academic Chess, 3800 Blackford Ave., San Jose 95117 (408) 246-4416 albertjrich@yahoo.con 


See advertisement page 15 | 
January 11 BlacKnight Open and Scholastic Quads San Jose | 


Albert Rich, Academic Chess, 3800 Blackford Ave., San Jose 95117 (408) 246-4416 albertjrich@yahoo.con 
January 17 Ath Bob Burger Open G/45 San Francisco | 
John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 
imjwd@aol.com | 
January 24 Chess for Kids Farmersville vw | 
Allan Fifield, P.O. Box 27, Visalia 93279, (559) 734-2784, fifiela@aol.com | 
January 24-25 7th Sojourner Truth Tournament for Girls Menlo Park we 

Region XI Women’s Open Menlo Park ve 
Richard Peterson, 1608 Saguaro St., Ridgecrest 93555 (760) 377-0061 ascachess@aol.com 


PRST STD. 
CalChess , U.S. Postage 


POB 7453 Paid 


Menlo Park, CA 94026 Permit No. 5 
Ridgecrest, CA 


| 
January 31 BlacKnight Quads San Jose | 
Albert Rich, Academic Chess, 3800 Blackford Ave., San Jose 95117 (408) 246-4416 albertjrich@yahoo.com | 
| 
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1400 players and 3800 rated games makes up the biggest west coast tournament of the year. This is in fact one of the biggest scholastic 
events in the country. Cal Chess is proud to host this event. Here is a list of the winners...for more complete results go to 
ww.bayareadad. buildtolearn.com/chess/index.html. For hundreds of color pictures go to chessdryad.com. 


\-3 CHAMP 
\-3 PREMIER 


K-3 UNRATED 
ELEM. CHAMP 
ELEM. PREMIER 
ELEM. UNRATED 
JH CHAMP 

JH PREMIER 

HS CHAMP 

HS PREMIER 
BLITZ K-6 

BLITZ 7-12 
BUGHOUSE 


hnil/May 2004 


Gregory Young, Daniel Naroditsky, Isaac Zhang, Omar Wiseman (all 5-0) 
Tiger Chanthasen, Nikloa Gargov, Long Trinh,Artion Ambartsoumian, Welsey Low, Madhu Venkataraman, Ted Xiao, Charlie 
Martell, Mixelen Lopex, Daniel Labunsky (all 5-0) 

Giovanni Allen, Tom Liggett, Pierson Yieh, Albert Zhou, Gordon Tom, Alex Dee, Max Dees, Allen Peng(all 5-0) 

Davis Xu (6-0) 

Ray Whu, Jon Miller, Alex Golz, Anthony Fandrianto, Venkat lyer (6-0) 


DERTY OF 
Danny Yeap, Clayton Zhang (6-0) PRO! ERT STITUTE 
Daichi Siegrist (6-0) MECHANICS’ INS 
Joshua Kramer (6-0) APR 2 9 2004 
Benjamin Tejes (6-0) 
Nhan Khuu (6-0) 
Jonathan Soo Hoo (9-1) 


Gary Huang, Nicholas Yap (8.5-1.5) 
Nicholas Yap, Jared Wood, Aaron Garg, David Chock (9-1) 
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Bobby Fischer challenged IBM to a simultaneous 
exhibit last month, claiming he could beat 25 
Deep Blue Computers at one time. This would 
be an outstanding feat considering in 1997, 

a single Deep Blue computer defeated World 
Chess Champion Gary Kasparov in a 6 game 
match. Reportedly, Fischer challenged the 25 
Deep Blue Computers not only for money, but 
in order to prove once and for all that he is 

a superior player to Kasparov. When asked 
why he would not challenge Kasparov directly, 
Fischer answered curtly, “That guy doesn’t have 
any money.” 


Fischer agreed to do the match only under the 
following 5 conditions: 1. IBM gets 25 full blown 
Deep Blue Computers lined up to play. No PC's 
Allowed. 2. The computers must be self con- 
tained and not connected fo the internet, and 
no GM's are allowed to come within 50 feet of 
the machines during the match. 3. Fischer gets 
a single Deep Blue computer in his Philippine 
apartment so that he can fairly prepare for the 
match. 3. Win or lose the match Fischer takes 
home $1,000,000.00 4. Fischer is allowed to 
call off the match at anytime before, during or 
after the match. 5. And most importantly, no 
cameras will be allowed in the playing hall dur- 
ing the match. IBM already agteed to the terms 
and has shipped an IBM mainframe computer 
loaded with Deep Blue software to Fischer in the 
Philippines. Fischer brags that it took 20 guys to 
lift the computer up the stairs to his apartment, 
and he has already outfitted the machine with 

a 25 inch plasma screen monitor. Fischer said 
he had to install two heavy duty air condition- 
ing systems to offset the heat produced by the 
massive computer. 


Last week the match suffered a set back when 
Philippine police raided Fischer's home and were 
mystified by the Toyota-sized computer in his 
living room. According to one source, Fischer 


was inviting friends over regularly for video 
game parties on the world’s fastest computer. 
Apparently the computer was draining huge 
amounts of electricity, and Fischer's monthly 
electric bill was over $3000, and this coupled 
with Fischer's wacky behavior, led authorities 
to believe that Fischer had an illicit substance 
manufacturing plant in his residence. Fischer 
was detained briefly but released shortly after 
the confusion was cleared. Fischer declined 
comment but said through an attorney that he 
plans to write a book about the ordeal entitled 
“| Was Unfairly Raided and Arrested by Philip- 
pine Police” 


APRIL FOOLS! 





Fischer and Deep Blue have not returned! Fisch- 
er is a fugitive in the United States, is off his 
rocker and has vowed never to return anyway. 
Deep Blue has long since been disassembled. It's 
custom super chess chips have been taken out, 
and the machine itself sits silent and unplugged 
in the Smithsonian museum in Washington. To 
build another Deep Blue would be enormously 
expensive. . to build 25 of them. ..forget about 
it. IBM has bigger fish to fry. 


My name is Eric Hicks, and as of this issue, | 
am the new editor of the Cal Chess Journal. | 
plan to make upcoming issues entertaining and 
informative for both adults and kids. And what 
better way to kick off my tenure than with an 
April fool's joke! 


Now to serious chess business: 

On the cover is the first chess playing computer 
an IBM mainframe with less power than today’s 
typical digital wrist watch. IBM’s Alex Bernstein 
(on the cover) in 1958 wrote a program that 
enabled the IBM 704 to play a legal chess 
game and not hang pieces. In the picture he 
is manually entering moves on a keyboard 
with buttons that look like they belong on an 
8-track player. Back then, computers were just g 
novelty. ..wow did IBM come a long way when 
it turned the chess world on its head by beatin 
our best chess player. It would be fantastic if 
some new young hot blooded smack talking 
chess player came along and challenged and 
beat IBM mercilessly, but we will probably neve 
see the day. Each year computers get stronger 
faster, and cheaper, and it is widely predicted 
that within a few years, no grandmaster will be 
able to defeat a typical personal computer ina 
chess match. 


This issue is about the past and the future of 
chess. It is dedicated to Bobby Fischer “The 
Past” and fo the computer “The Future” of 
chess. In the past, as you will read in this issue 
the exciting new kid on the block was starry- 
eyed 1 4yr old Fischer who crossed through 
San Francisco on his way to the World Cham- 
pionship. Today, the young contender that is 
working its way up the ranks is the Personal 
Computer, which has successfully drawn the 
highest rated player in the world, Gary Kasp- 
arov for two consecutive years in the Man vs 
Machine match. Everyone knows it is just a mat- 
ter of time before the machine is unbeatable. 
This issue will help you contend with the fact 
that computers have forever changed chess, and 
help you with the task of using the tremendous 
tool, the computer, fo better your chess rather 
than trying fruitlessly to beat if. 


sess 
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, | wHY DOES EVERY SERIOUS CHESS 
VS | stUDENT NEED A COMPUTER? 
in| \gialy | planned a single article on computers and chess. Upon ana- 
| | ring the subject, | realized that computers have had a tremendous 
pct on chess, and in fact | believe is the single greatest thing that 
ishappened fo chess study since the advent of printed chess books. 
fy his reason | have decided to dedicate a column to computer 


| AES. 
ct 0 


| | nutshell, computers allow the student to play and learn chess 
Ny bis own pace without intimidation. A computer is like a private 
-gonimaster coach, available any hour of the day, with an infinite 
- mount of patience and knowledge, without the hourly charge. If 
| ulose to a computer you can always kick it in like a TV screen, but 
Vel | anputers will quickly teach you that chess is not all about winning. 
| | \ylearn from your losses.Computers are tremendous tools for chess 
(ylents of all levels and children of all ages. For beginning children, 
inching programs such as “Majestic Chess”, “Lego Chess”, and 
‘jourice Ashley Teaches Chess” are fun ways to learn the rules and 
isicstrategy of the game. Programs such as Fritz, Chessmaster, and 
‘gporov’s Gambit have many built in tutorials with enough material 
ysoturate any beginner for many hours. Most grandmasters these 
iys use Chessbase and programs such as Fritz to prepare for there 
ponents. In a recent article, Kasparov said it would take him 10 
‘ninutes with the aid of a computer to do the same opening prepara- 
‘that would take Fischer or Spassky 10 to 20 hours to accomplish! 
{you are reading this and you do not own a computer and are 
wious about chess study, and want the magic lesson on how to get 
iter at chess. . .here it is....you need to go out and buy yourself 
‘iomputer. If you are serious enough about chess to be spending 
“toy on private chess lessons and you do not own a computer, you 
tewasting your money...go buy a computer now with your money 
‘idtoke private chess lessons on how to use you computer later. If 
wore getting private lessons from a coach who does not utilize 
inputer properly... you may be wasting your money. That is how 
7 iyortont a computer for chess study is. If you do not believe in 
(ipl and have withdrawn from all modern life. . then may the 


Wik and maybe a short book of Bobby Fischer antidotes. 


its gods help you. ..and go out and buy Jeremy Silman’s last chess 


Your assignment before the next issue of CalChess is to go out 
and buy yourself a computer. What do you need in a computer? 
This issue will focus on exactly what type of computer you really 
need. The software is a whole other ball game and one that we 
will tackle in later issues. Computers have drastically changed 
the face of Master Chess. Almost all professional chess players use 
computers in their training to some extent. 


10 Ways a Computer Betters Your Chess 


#1 Efficient and thorough opening preparation. 

#2 Prepare against a single opponent by viewing past games in 
database. 

#3 Analyzing your own games with a silicon grandmaster. 

#4 Learning chess through a computer chess tutorial. 

#5 Playing games against a grandmaster opponent. 

#6 Reading chess books no longer in print in digital format. 

#7 Looking at games from any player, tournament, or opening. 

#8 Researching on the internet any facet of chess. 

#9 Storing or web publishing your own games for posterity. 

#10 Get a game with a human opponent of your level, anytime, 
anywhere through an internet chess interface. 
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But many novice players, who would benefit most from computer 
training, still use archaic methods for learning chess. For example, DEEP BLUE 
most under 1600 players | have dealt with put many hours into 
paper “book” opening study, and therefore seem forever doomed 
fo mediocre play. Novice players | have known who got involved 
with computer study progressed quickly and easily and did not 
stay novice players for long. Like Barry Bonds on Steroids, Like a 
Ferrari on Nitrous oxide, like a Cessna on Rocket Boosters, a chess 
player on a computer is capable of some accelerated progress. But 
like other powerful tools, it must be used wisely. Not that it can 


| 
| 
| 
Deep Blue was an IBM mainframe computer equipped with 39 | 
processors acting as individual servers, connected to 16 custom | 
designed chess chips. These custom chips were designed to specif. 
cally handle chess computations. In total, Deep Blue was capable | 
of examining 200 million positions a second. No machine to this 
day has had this king of raw processing ability pertaining to 
chess. Deep Blue burned enough electricity to never be used in 
a residential area so you can forget about having one of these ) 
| 
| 
! 


be too 
powerful, but if used improperly the student can get bored with Me etieree 7 ee 
computer study and become chess lame. DEEP JUNIOR / DEEP FRITZ 
COMPUTER HARDWARE / BUILDING Deep Junior came along and proved that pure size and brute 
THE PERFECT CHESS MACHINE force can be substituted by clever engine programming... In 

2002 and 2003, “Deep Junior”, a personal computer, drew world 
As chess players, we have been blessed with the availability of champion Gary Kasparov in a six game match. Deep Junior is 
extremely strong chess playing machines that we did not deserve. considered by experts to be even stronger playing strength than 
Why did we not deserve if? Let's face it, as a group, us chess Deep Blue even though it computes far less positions in a second, 
players are small, poor, unorganized and virtually powerless. If it It has been estimated that in 2007 the average PC will be able to | 
were just for chess players, strong chess playing programs would compute as fast as Deep Blue did. | 


not have been developed. 100s of Millions of dollars have been 
spent on the research and development of amazing chess playing 
machines not for us chess players. . .but because our government, 
military, and major computer corporations have decided that chess 
is a perfect illustration and exercise of Artificial Intelligence. 


What does this mean to the chess players? No chess player can 
realize the dream of owning refrigerator sized 10 million dollar 
Deep Blue. But many chess players could now own a replica Deep 
Junior if they wanted. 


Here is the Deep Junior configuration 


that gave Gary a run for his money: 
DREAM CHESS MACHINES 


eee a 


Compag PC Server 
For example, when IBM spent 10s of millions of dollars on its 8 pentium IV processors 8 gigs of RAM 
Deep Blue project, it did so not to joy, wow, or win the respect of Approximate 2004 price $5000 (not including 3d goggles) 
the chess community, but it was hell-bent on proving through the Do you need a computer this strong to beat you? That depends 
medium of chess that computers could outthink man. In 1997, the how big your ego is. If you are on a prestigious list of . 10 | 
computer Deep Blue defeated Gary Kasparov in the now infamous players in the world you may need this configuration. Otherwise 
six game match. With the point proven, a computer can defeat a no, not even doing takebacks. Do my games need this strong o 


an analysis tool to sort out my games? he answer fo that, even if 
you play super funky tactics ....HECK NO. Is a machine like this 


a waste of money? For sure. But consider many video gamers 
spend $5,000 on their computer systems. Do they need that fancy 


human at an “intelligent” game like chess. Deep Blue was disas- 
sembled never to play again. If IBM cared about the prosperity 
of chess, Deep Blue would be plugged fo the internet to play all 


human chess challengers. . Not unplugged and put into ie bank of a system? Does anyone need an $18,000.00 200 mph sport 
of the Smithsonian Museum as a silicon trophy reading “15! place motorcycle for commuting to work on the freeway? How about a 


for machines”. $70,000.00 190mph Viper for the long hot drive to Vegas? In | 


. California Chess Journal April/May 2004 


ge 6 








4 


Inil/May 2004 


terms of “NEED” probably you would have to answer all of the 
cbove with a no.....but in terms of want? These toys. . . including 
the super-duper chess playing machine, would be a lot of fun and 
yorthy of some braggin’to the neighbors. If you have money to 
hyrn and opt fo spend on the 8 processor chess computer, and 
then splurge on some of the “SUPER LUXURY” items listed below, 
by all mean email me at eric@academicchess.com. | would love 
i come play chess at your house. . .| will bring the pizza and 
soda! 


WHAT DO YOU REALLY NEED? 


But seriously, a computer is the worst investments one can make. 
The common formula is that a computer will half in value or 
double in speed every year. That means that your $5000 com- 
puter will be worth nothing within 5 years. So when it comes to 

a computer if is prudent to buy only what you need..not what 
you dream of. So considering there is no one reading this article 
on the top 10 list in the world, a $500 computer would suftice to 
run effectively all of today’s chess applications. However, after 
considering your chess needs you may have other needs that 
require a more expensive configuration. For example if you want 
lo convert your home movies to DVD you will need a much more 
expensive configuration. If all you are going to use your comput- 
er for is chess, then you will not need over a $500 configuration. 
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RAISING THE CASH 


So you don’t have an extra $500 to spend? Or maybe your one of 
those unlucky souls that doesn’t have $500 period. Maybe your 
reading this and your 10 years old, and have never held over $50 in 
your hot little hand. Or maybe your loaded and $500 means nothing 
fo you. In any case, it will feel really good if you go out and earn that 
$500 doing chess stuff. So since this is a chess machine, with which you 
plan to rock the chess world with your newly found chess skills, for such 
a noble cause | think it is imperative that you go out and earn that 
machine doing chess stuff. Impossible to earn $500 with chess? Your 
reading from a guy who has literally raised millions of dollars doing 
chess activities. So | picked my nose, | mean my brain, and came up 
with some get-$500-quick- schemes that will let you get your groove 
on and get your computer at the same time. 


If you use my ideas, | only ask that you please do not get greedy, and 
stop when you have reached your $500 target. There are plenty of 
people out there who could use a $500 computer...and there are only 
so many fish in the sea. 
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FOR A COMPUTER DOING CHESS STUFF 


#1 Hustle chess on Market Street. If you have not been down there before they will not know you, and patzers will challenge you at 
$20 a game. Stay away from guys with Russian and Philippino accents and you will be fine. Dress nice (THINK: financial district sucker) 
and go down there at lunch time, and watch the money roll in. If you are not good enough to hustle chess to patzers then borrow the 


money, get your computer, get good enough, and then pay back your loan after hustling with interest. 


#2 Hustle Schwarzenegger at some speed chess games. Won't stupe to hustling? Check out the picture on the internet of Gary playing 
Arnold chess. You think Gary's playing for free? Minimum $100 game and you will get your $500 fast. Not good enough to hustle Arnold? 


Read “Bobby Fischer Teaches Chess” cover to cover and then challenge him. 

#9 Sell yourself to Schwarzenegger's people as ChessMaster (your first name) and give him $100 private lessons based on lesson plans 
ou steal out of “Bobby Fischer Teaches Chess”. 

FA Sell Bobby Fischer T-shirts in the parking lot of the next big chess tournament. Keep in mind that now that Bobby is a fugitive, he 

can never sue you for using his image or name. 

#9 Challenge gambling fanatic IM Elliot Winslow to a money stakes game of backgammon or poker. (This one was April fool's joke. 

Don't do this one...you may lose your house). 

#0 Hustle any Bay Area grandmaster at arm wrestling. These guys have egos the size of houses and arms the size of bamboo sticks and 

do not like loosing to inferior chess players at anything. This scheme especially works if you smell vodka on their breath. 

#1 Sell all your chess books on eBay. ..you won't need them anymore once you got your computer. 

#8 Hawk off all your back issues of Cal Chess Journal. $4 an issue. Once you got your computer you can download them for free from 
he Cal Chess site. 

#9 Photocopy and laminate pictures of Bay Area Chess Greats. Sell for $1 each. In case you don’t know any bay area greats, | will 

email you my mug shot and one of Deep Blue for $22.95 + shipping. 


#10 Photocopy and laminate this article and sell at local chess clubs. Your selling point should be that they can read this article and 
earn a quick $500 by doing chess stuff 
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5 
} gefrugal. Find a sale. Go to the right store. 
shop on the internet. Get yourself the best 
teal for your $500. Remember, to get a 
\iler deal, you need to stay away from name 
Wands (Dell, HP. Gateway). The bargain brand 
- ome | recommend is E-machine. If you like 
te security of name brands, plan on spending 
mextra $100-$200. For me, | buy at Costco, 
matter what brand name even if | pay a bit 
nore. This is a hot tip, and if you keep read- 
you will be rewarded with why. 
jpical $500 desktop configuration 
1 byiggahertz Celeron processor (fast 
enough) 
| (0 gig hard drive 500meg Ram 
Monitor: You will get a much better 
nochine for your money if you buy your 
mochine without a monitor, and use an old 
monitor or an old color monitor's of a friend. 
‘ine everyone is going to the sexy thin screen 
\(0 Monitors, you can pick up easily a 17 inch 
color monitor for free or for super cheap. Do 
- jotbuy new because they are still relatively 
pensive to make. 
leommended bargain brand E-Machine 
((osteo) $500 





TOOLS NEEDED 

(fcourse the above plan is total overkill, and 
you can spend $500 on any basic Windows 
computer and still have a grandmaster 

srength opponent and analyzing buddy that 
vil beat you're your pants off on request. 


Computer Buying Issues 
Iperating System — Most chess software is 

| rite for windows machines. Chess Base, 

| Deep Junior, Fritz, Shredder, all the strongest 

tess programs are not made for Macintosh. 

you are already a macintosh user, there 

are some chess programs for the Mac that are 

wlequate so don’t switch just for us unless you 
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Processing Speed — Speed is only applicable 
today when it comes to the chess playing 
programs. Any computer over $500 today will 
play at Grand Master strength with most of 
the chess playing software packages. 


Monitor Size — Having a large 
monitor is a super luxury when studying 
chess. To have multiple programs open (for 
example: Internet Chess 
Club in one and Fritz 7 in 
the other “joking”) can be 
a tremendous aid. Most 
desktop computers and 
some high end laptops 
allow you to extend your 
desktop onto a second 
monitor. Once you begin 
studying chess on two 17 
inch monitors you can 
really get the job done ef- 
ficiently and luxuriously. 


*SUPER LUXURY: 
21 inch plasma screen 


high resolution monitor 
$2000.00! 


Hard drive speed- If you are 
worried about hard drive speed, it may be an 
indication that you are stuck in the 1990's. It 
used to be you needed to consider hard drive 
speed when working with large Chessbase 
databases. These days, any standard IDE drive 
is fast enough for any standard chess applica- 
tion including Chessbase. Hard drive speed 
these days is a non-factor. Hard drives now 
are large, fast, and cheap. 


Hard drive Space — Hard drive 
space is a nice thing to have for your chess 
studying machine because Chessbase databas- 


a0 $500 to burn es can get huge in size. | have a 3,000,0000 
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game database that takes roughly 40 gigs of — 
hard drive space. 40 gigs use to be a lot, and 
an expensive proposition. Now gigs are cheap. 
How cheap? You can figure $1 agig. Fora 
great chess machine, figure about 60 gigs of — 
space just for the chess stuff. | 


*SUPER LUXURY - 160 Gig Maxtor 
External USB 2.0 drive portable and stackable 





(as many drives as you want): $200 each 
drive 


Portability — These days you do not 
compromise much power when you decide 

to go with a laptop over a desktop computer. 
Consider the convenience of taking your lap- 
top to your next three day chess tournament. 
No more lugging a bulky desktop to your 3rd 
floor motel room chess-nerd-style. The big 
drawback to laptops is that they are usu- 

ally more expensive. Generally you figure a 
laptop will cost you three hundred more than 
a comparable desktop. Laptops do usually 
compromise on screen size. But remember, 


most laptops today allow you to hook upa 
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second monitor while at home and extend 
your desktop, negating this drawback. 


*SUPER LUXURY -— Toshiba laptop 
17inch wide screen monitor, 3 GHz, 60 gigs 
H.D, and all the amenities. Compromises noth- 
ing over a desktop: $1850 Costco 


DSL or Cable Modem - fast 
internet connections have been changing 

our world. They can also change your chess. 
Speed chess on Internet Chess Club using a 
fast internet connection is smooth and fast 
like it should be. With a fast internet you can 
download millions of chess games in Chesshase 
format from sites like Pittsburg chess club 

in minutes instead of hours. And with a fast 
internet connection you can surf the thousands 
of informative web sites which provide 1000's 
of pages of free learning material in a quick 
and efficient manner. 


“SUPER LUXURY - In case you 
haven't discovered it, playing internet chess 
in your favorite Café in San Francisco with a 
wireless internet Modem, over a Cappuccino is 
one of the great joys in life. 


Speakers - Speakers have become an al- 
most essential accessory for today’s computer. 
How can speakers possibly help you learn 
chess? Sophisticated playing software such as 
Fritz 7 actually has a 16,000 word vocabulary 
which actually taunts and instructs its human 
opponent. Kids especially tend to really enjoy 
this feature. Nothing wrong with enjoyment 
while learning! Playing classical music mp3's 
while diligently studying long hours is not 
bad idea. Dr. Gordon Shaw, famous UC Irvine 
psychiatrist, did studies proving that classical 
music improved chess player's games, and 
aided in chess study! 
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*SUPER LUXURY - Senheiser HD600 
Headphones with amplifier for the ultimate 
listening pleasure: $350 


WHERE TO BUY? 

In case you have read this far | will reward 
you with a valuable tip. Buy your next 
computer from Costco. Not just because of 
there low prices. . .Costco offers a 6 month, no 
questions asked, for any reason, return policy 
on computers. Consider the ramifications. Let's 
just say | haven't spent any extra money on 
computers in two years, and still have the lat- 


est greatest laptop that looks pretty brand new 


to type this story on. 


Conclusion 

Go out and buy yourself a computer pilgrim, 
and maybe next year all your chess dreams 
and aspirations will finally come true! 
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0-0 
Nxd5 
d4 
Nxg5 
e5 
Rf2 
dxe5 
Bxf4 
Nf6+ 
Qh5 
Qxh3 
RF3 
Rcl 
Rg3 


qo 
Qxg5 
Bh3 
Bxe5 
6 
Qg/ 
Kh8 
Rd8 
Na6 
Qg6 
Kg/ 
Rh8 


way back in 1977 when | 
computers were still week. 
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“he Berkeley Chess School is offering a chess summer camp this year at four locations in the Bay Area: 
-Wwkeley, San Francisco, Danville and Walnut Creek. All four camps begin June 21. 
fiidren who have completed K through 8th grade can enroll in the camps. 


“He dates and times are as follows: 


_Sakeley Camp: 4 weeks, June 21 through July 16, 2004. 

(amp is Monday through dee | from |:00 to 5:00. 

here are a minimum of four class levels, from Beginner to Advanced. 
‘hoddition, the first three weeks there will be a special advanced class 
-iught by Chess Olympiad Gold Medalist Sam Collins. 


‘Vahut Creek Camp: 2 weeks, June 21 en July 2, 2004. Monday 
frough Friday from 9:00 to 12:00. Two levels, Beginner/Intermediate 
nt Advanced. The lead teacher will be National Master Roger Poehlmann. 


‘Sm Francisco Camp: 2 weeks, June 21 through July 2, 2004. Monday 
‘hough Friday from 9:00 to 12:00. Two classes are offered, 
hiermediate to Advanced. Chess Olympiad Gold Medalist Sam Collins will 
buch a special Advanced class. 


lnville Camp: 3 weeks, June 21 to July 9, 2004. Monday through Friday 
fom 1:00 to 4:00. Two levels, beginners and intermediate/advanced. 
he lead teacher will be National Master Roger Poehlmann. 





‘tuents may enroll by the week for any combination of weeks. 


lease see our website, Berkeleychessschool.org, or call us at 
510) 843-0150, for further information or to enroll 


—— 
} 
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Wot many people know that in 1957, months before Fischer would 
become a famous chess star, he won the US Junior Championship in 
San Francisco. 


it ae to me that many of our scholastic players would like to 
know what it feels like to hit it big in chess... to become a chess sens- 
tion... young chess monster that the world celebrates. There are 
probably only a few Americans who have ever really felt that, and both 
of those Americans (Fischer and Morphy) reportedly lost their mental 
bearings later in life. 


Bobby Fischer must have been feeling a tingle in 1957 when he 
stepped off the plane at San Francisco International. He knew he had 
what it took to hit it big in chess, but was feeling a little qeazy about 
having to play adult chess masters. He knew that once he could requ- 
larly beat masters he would break it wide open and he would be off to 
the races. Fischer came to San Francisco as just a warm up for the adult 


tournaments he planned to conquet. While in San Francisco, according 
to Fischer acquaintance Tony Pabon, Fischer was literally hypnotized 
by a fellow junior player to give him confidence. According to Pabon, 
after supposedly hypnotizing Fischer, this unidentified junior chanted 
to Fischer “You will have confidence against the masters.” Apparently 
this hypnotism experience Fischer would recount by repeating this 
“confidence against the masters” line through out the next several 
months when Fischer did a road trip with a few friends he met at the 
San Francisco milk dairy tournament. According to Tony, Fischer felt 
that he was good enough to beat masters but only lost to them because 
of a psychological hurdle. Through a dose of kitchen hypnotism, Fischer 
thought he could break apart this hurdle. 


There was only one master at the Junior Championship in San Francisco 
in 1957, Gil Ramirez, the favorite to win the tournament. When they 
finally would meet in the last round Fischer was forced to concede a 
raw, adding to his master stigma. 








This story is about the realization of talent, and how Fischer was 
actually struggling with himself, knowing that he could take the chess 
world by storm, but actually insecure if he could “beat the masters” 


and pull it off. The US Junior Championship littered with future bay 
area masters would meet in the Mission in San Francisco, and witness 
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trying to find their chess mojo. . .and of course only one of them would 
find it. 

lt gave me shivers when | interviewed Roy Hoppe and he told me 

the story of 14 year old Fischer playing speed chess, as if being one 
of the first to see young Mozart at a piano, and to suddenly realize 
that world class talent he did not have, and to get this realization by 
being in the midst of an earth shaking talent, and to witness that len 
in a barrage of speed chess games, after which there was no doubt 
in anyone's mind who would be the next American world champion 
contender. 


Fischer compiled most of his losses from age 12-13 when he was 
establishing himself as one of the most dynamic and dominating ches | 





players the world would ever see, and all of these losses were against 
chess masters. Five years later, Fischer would pull off an impressive 
winning streak that would mark his reputation as the formidable chess. 
champion he was. Fischer was the winner of every tournament and — 
match in which he participated from December 1962 through World 
Championship match 1972 with the exceptions of Capablanca Memo- 
rial, 1965, (2nd place - % point behind Smyslov), and Piatigorsky (up, 
1966, (nd place - % point behind Spassky). Fischer was the last great 
dominating chess player, and he did it with an arrogent, eccentric style 
that captured the imagination of the American public. 





it 
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inecKles Milk Dairy on 14th and Mission in the heart of San Francisco's 
se | lision district. It was a hot day on July 8th, and Spreckles had decided 
> | throw an ice cream party for the young participants of the tourna- 
HOU! | sent before the first round. While his unassuming comrades ate ice 

| | ream, Fischer had his nose in chess books through out his airplane 

jumey from New York to San Francisco, and did not arrive at the tour- 
a ment Hall until 30 minutes after the first round began. Fischer must 
@ | ‘ve enjoyed the psychological impact of busting into the tournament 
by | iglinthe first round 30 minutes late, because it was a stunt he would 
peat many times in his adult playing career, even in the infamous 


| + 1912 World Championship match. 





| fobby Fischer’s first tournament was the 1955 Junior Championship in 

| | incon Nebraska. He has a lackluster result with 2 wins, 2 losses and 6 

| | | toys. His losses were against chess masters. 

ess. 

| parently Fischer was determined to perform better, and went on a 

_ (ess studying binge during which he did not play in competitive chess 
wumoments. On only his third tournament, Fischer won the 1956 

-\wnior Championship to become the Country’s youngest ever junior 


-tumpion, a record that still has not been beaten. 


“lit of Fischer's wins in this time were against weaker players. In 1956 
‘tolocal New York Tournament, Fischer found himself paired against 
| song chess master Donald Byrne. This game is now one of the most 
~ | nous games of chess, so much that it now has the nickname “The 
fume of the Century” which every Fischer fan knows; Fischer brilliantly 
“‘gaifices” his queen. According to Tony Pabon, Fischer confided in him 
| hatin this game Fischer was extremely nervous, and although Fischer 
| lew he was playing brilliantly, his nerves got the best of him and he 
| ofuolly left his queen hanging by mistake, and in then Fischer's words 
‘hyed like hell to win it.” According to Tony, Fischer viewed this “bril- 
| Iintwin” as a lucky break and thus did nothing to help Fischer's chess 
Inster stigma. 
| lhen Fischer won the US Junior Championship in 1956 in Philadelphia, 
‘hedid it as an unknown. It was the only major tournament he played 
hat year and it was considered in the scholastic community to be sort 


- 

up, Hofluke. He was 13 years old. He was much lower rated then the rest 
real ithe contenders, a big psychological advantage because no one knew 
ve hivhe was or how well he could play. Plus the top rated junior of the 


iy, Gil Ramirez did not play in the tournament. For winning first place 


POR OD ODDO DDN Diane b iene nbn h 


Although an electric typewriter was worth big bucks back in those days, 
reportedly Fischer was not too pleased with this prize. 

In 1957 the Junior Championship happened to be in San Francisco at 
the Spreckles-Russel Dairy on 14th and Mission. The morning before 
the tournament was scheduled to start the dairy hosted a milk and ice 
cream party for the young players. Bobby was nowhere to be seen. 
Young Bobby became the talk of the crowd. He was a type of mysteri- 





ous character, who then would appear and disappear off of the scene. 
No one had seen him since his dramatic unexpected win of the 1956 
tournament. According ¢o Roy, the consensus on the scene was that no 
one expected Fischer fo win the 1957 championship. Gil Ramirez was 
the overwhelming favorite. 

When the first round started, Fischer was still not present. The young 
players were kind of whispering to each other on how the defending 
champion did not even show up fo defend his crown. 10 minutes after 
the clocks had started; Fischer burst into the room, with a dramatic 
entrance that few in the room will ever forget. Fischer stormed in, and 
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walked with extreme confidence and arro- 
gance as if he was on a grand mission. Kids 
who were standing near the door when he 
walked in clamored over to greet him. Fischer 
ignored them determinedly walking straight 
to the tournament Director's table. Bobby was 
wearing patched and holed Levis, two different 
colors of Converse tennis shoes, and a flannel 
shirt. His head was shaved; by all accounts an 
intimidating presence. 

George Koltanowski, world blindfold cham- 
pion, and legendary California chess organizer 
was the tournament director for this event. He 
was stunned to see young Bobby storm across 
the room. Everyone in the quiet tournament 
hall heard Bobby ask, “What's first prize?!” 
Koltanowski walked Bobby to the prize table 
and showed him an electric typewriter, identi- 
cal fo the one he won-the year before. Bobby 
stomped his feet and raised his voice and 
screeched, “I do not want another typewriter!” 
to the dismay of everyone. 

lvan Vegvary, a player in the tournament who 
was standing nearby kind of snickered and 
said, “Don’t worry about it because you're not 
going to win if.” 

lvan would be remembered for this comment. 
Fischer glared at Ivan and said, “You don’t 
know me.” 

Roy remembers himself and others taken back 
by this brash entrance. 

In Swiss tournaments, the highest rated play- 
ers play against the lowest rated players in 
the early rounds. Everyone was anticipating 
Gil Ramirez; the highest rated junior at the 
time, and Bobby Fischer to meet in one of the 
last rounds. Both Bobby and Gil finished their 
rounds early. 

Outside of the tournament hall, Gil was play- 
ing speed chess with some other kids. Bobby 
walked up, observed for a moment and then 
walked away. 

After winning his second round game, Bobby 
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walked out again, and the strongest players 
in the tournament including Gil were playing 
speed chess again. Gil offered this time for 
Bobby to sit down and play. Bobby shook his 
head again and walked away. “Too weak” he 
said to flabbergasted bystander Roy Hoppe. 
lt was not until after the 4th round, that 
Fischer accepted the invitation of Gil to play 
speed chess. Both he and Gil had won all four 
of their games and everyone was anticipating 
the moment when Gil and Bobby would meet 


| 
| 
of his games. (Each player has 5 minutes to 
use) Roy thinks that without a doubt, Fischer 
was already playing at Grand Master strength | 
even if his rating did not reflect it. 
Everyone watching the speed chess match wos | 
stunned, and no one had a doubt after that | 
who was going to win the tournament. Grand 
Master Najdorf commented, “Its like angel 
are moving his hands!” a comment Roy woult 
never forget. 
Roy, who was 13 at the time, told me that this 
event forever changed him. All at once, in the 
midst of a great young chess genius, Roy red | 
ized his own limitations in chess. Roy would 
play Bobby in Davis California in o beautify! | 
win for Fischer that would later be published, 
Fischer bought Roy a drink in New York after 
Roy achieved his chess master’s rating. 
As for Bobby and Gil? Bobby of course 
won the 1957 Junior Championship in San 
Francisco with a final score of 8.5 out of 9. He 
won a second typewriter that he would later 
use fo write the immortal “My 60 Memorable 
Games”. For all the young players at the 
tournament, they already knew who was 


[> going to win after that memorable speed ches 





spar off in a speed chess dual. A large crowd 
gathered around as they set up the pieces and 
set the clock. One of the strongest Grand Mas- 
ters of the time, Miguel Najdorf, pushed his 
way through the crowd fo see the two young 
players’ face off. 

What happened next was an astonishing 
display of Fischer's chess genius. Bobby not 
only beat Gil, he beat Gil again and again 
decisively. Roy estimates thast they played 
25-30 games, and Fischer did not lose or draw 
a single game. Fischer, who today is widely 
recognized as the best speed chess player 

of all time, played instantly. Roy does not 
remember Fischer using even a minute on any 
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challenge. Gil then offered Bobby a ride to 


© Cleveland to play in the US Open Champion- 


ship. Bobby and Gil shared a room but were 
not the best of buddies. Bobby won the US 
Open Championship (an adult tournament) 
with a black eye, that by all accounts he got 
from a punch from Gil. 

Fischer became the youngest chess world 
champion of all time. 

Roy and Gil never achieved chess fame. They 
both stopped playing competitive chess, and 
now belong to the same bridge club in Marin. 


Thanks to Roy Hoppe and Tony 
Pobin who | interviewed exten- 
sively for this story - E. Hicks 
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THE CALIFORNIA 
CHESS REPORTER (Vol. 
VII No. 1) July, 1957 
BOBBY FISCHER WINS 
U.S. JUNIOR TITLE 

Fourteen-year-old Bobby Fischer of 
Brooklyn won the 1957 U.S. junior cham- 
pionship by the convincing score of 8.5-.5. 
The nation’s youngest master gave up only 
one draw, fo runner-up Gil Ramirez of San 
Francisco. Ramirez, who is simultaneously 
State Champion and State Open Champion, 
also lost no games to post a 7.5-1.5 score. 
Stephen Sholomson of Los Angeles, who 
lost to Fischer and Ramirez and drew one 
game, was third, 6.5-2.5. Ronnie Thacker 
of Richmond was fourth, 6-3, ahead of six 
players tied for fifth, 5.5-3.5. 


SF SCENE OF U.S. JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 
Thirty-three young hopefuls set their sights 
on ‘56 Champ Bobby Fischer's title when 
Tournament Director George Koltanowski 
officially opened play in this nine round 
Swiss tourney, July 8. Bobby’s second 
Junior Championship, at the advanced age 
of 14 should remain in the record book 
for a long, long time. Young Fischer lost no 
games, and only a draw with second place 
Gil Ramirez marred his perfect record. 


Play continued through the July 14th, 
the auditorium of Spreckles-Russell Dairies 
providing spacious, light and quiet setting 
for the matches. The host company pro- 
vided milk and ice cream for the Juniors. A 
monumental quantity of each disappeared. 
Sponsorship of the tournament was shared 
by Chess Friends of Northern California and 
the Chess For Youth Committee. 


The number of entries was among the 


highest ever recorded in this event, but fell 
short of anticipations. Only seven states 
other than California were represented: 
Fischer from New York; Andy Schoene 
trom New Jersey; James Bennett of Texas; 
Tom Heldt Jr. and Warren Miller from New 
Mexico; Bobbie Killough Jr. of Kansas; 
Richard Owen of Utah; and Bob Walker 
from Oregon. As a result, pre-tournament 
favoritism settled on Fischer, Ramirez, 
and Los Angeles’ favorite son, Stephen 
Sholomson. 


As one might expect, play was spotty. Rich 
Owen’s well-played Ist round draw against 
Gil Ramirez illustrates one extreme. Our 
GAME OF THE MONTH, reported on page 8 
of this issue represents the other. Inexperi- 
ence and “tournament jitters” claimed 
several victims, 10-year-old Fred Wreden 
among them. A couple of Freddy's games 
deserved a better fate than his score 
shows. 


In addition to trophies, Bobby Fischer 
walked off with his second consecutive 
portable typewriter. Gil took home a radio, 
and Sholomson now owns a handsome 
leather bag. Five book prizes also were 
awarded. Getaway Day featured, besides 
the prize awards, a blindfold Knights’ tour 
by 11-year-old Bobby Killough. 


Wednesday, July 10th, saw the afternoon 
devoted to the Speed Championship, 
another Bobby Fischer triumph. Three 
sectional round robins were played, with 
Bobby mopping up in the finals. His skill 
in move-on-move play has been demon- 
strated against fast company at MICC on 
several occasions since. Old timers gasp! 


California Chess Journal 


RESULTS 

1. Bobby Fischer, Brooklyn, N.Y. 8.5 

2. Gilbert Ramirez, San Francisco 7.5 

3. Stephen Sholomson, Los Angeles 6.5 
4. Ronald Thacker, Richmond 6 

5. Mike Bredoff, Redwood City 5.5 

6. Leonard Hill, Mountain View 5.5 

7. Arthur Wang, Berkeley 5.5 

8. Ralph Clark, Long Beach 5.5 

9. Robert Walker, Portland, Ore. 5.5 

10. Warren Miller, Albuquerque, N.M. 5.5 
11. Rex Wilcox, Salinas 5 

12. Andrew Schoene, Malaga, N.J. 5 

13. Thomas Heldt, Jr., Albuquerque, N.M. 5 
14. David Krause, Palo Alto 5 

15. Leighton Allen, San Francisco 4.5 

16. William Haines, Sacramento 4.5 

17. Robert Dickinson, Redwood City 4.5 
18. Fred Wreden, San Francisco 4.5 

19. James Bennett, Fort Worth, Texas 4.5 
20. Richard Owen, Salt Lake City, Utah 4.5 
21. Howard Killough, Jr., Russell, Kas. 4.5 
22. Ivan Vegvary, San Francisco 4.5 

23. William Lee, San Francisco 4 

24. James Schmerl, Piedmont 3.5 

25. Don Sutherland, San Francisco 3.5 
26. John Blackstone, San Jose 3.5 

27. Allan Haley, Nevada City 3.5 

28. Roy Hoppe, San Francisco 3.5 

29. David Bogdanoff, Redwood City 3 
30. Bruce Pohoriles, Larkspur 2.5 

31. J.N. Krug, San Rafael 2 

32. Steve Joplin, Oakland 1.5 

33. Lincoln Fong, San Francisco 1 


Thanks goes to chess- 
dryad.com, California’s 
ultimate chess history re- 
source for this article. 
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One of the books that | read as a 12 year ole 
child that lifted me from beginner to 1400 
player was entifled “Logical Chess Move by 
Move” by Irving Chernev. This was and still 
is one of the best beginning chess books ie 


ever written. Logical Chess explained every 
move of a few games in great detail. A master 
player would scoff at such commentary 





because he already knows it all. . .but for the 
majority of players, especially beginners, this _ 
type of commentary is extremely helpful. It is 
amazing to me how many beginning players 
play memorized opening moves with no idea 
why they are playing them. My first advice to the beginner is to stop memorizing opening lines and just understand 
opening ideas. Last Mechanic s tournament | played in | played a second grader who was given a King s-Indian book 
by his “national master” coach and | almost cried for the kid. The following game is commentated on in the Logical 
Chess style. | try to make comments on every move, even if for some readers it is completely obvious. 


This is one of Fischer's games of the 1957 San Francisco tournament. He was 14 years old at the time. In this game, 
Fischer blows his opponent out of the water and not because Fischer is in top form. Fischer is master strength and he 
is playing against an amateur. Fischer's most famous and respected games are against other masters. Later in his 
career when he is at his peek, Fischer only plays other world class masters and there are no lopsided hammer blow 
wins. However, these games are much more subtle and much harder for the beginner fo follow. Another one of 
my favorite all time chess books is Master vs Amateur by Dr. Euwe. In it you see other games of no chess historical 
significance where a master blows away amateurs. However, in these type of games you see mistakes and see how 
the master exploits them. . .an important lesson for any beginning player. 

| write all this because as the new editor of the magazine | want to communicate my desire to cater fo most of the 
Cal Chess Members, not the 10 or so chess masters of the group, even if the chess masters are the ones who tend 

to be the most vocal, and are the most respected and listened to. As a mortal 1900 player | know my commentary 
will always be ridiculed by the chess masters anyway so | have nothing to lose anyhow. My loyalty is fo the common 
improving player of all ages. 
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| tournament Spotlight 

| san Francisco 1957 

_{nnotated by Eric Hicks 
imove by move” commentary 

|s\CILIAN RICHTER ATTACK 


| fischer, Robert J. - Bennett, J 


|. e4 Fischer's favorite opening move, “Best by test!” He once said. 
He use fo write this move 1.e4! on some of his score sheets. Why is 
fasuch a believer in this move? Opens with a center pawn. Controls 
and d5, develops the bishop and queen. The most aggressive 
| ening move available. A person who plays e4 is not a pacifist chess 
“jayer...he is a breaking head kind of chess player. 1... cS The 
‘{glian Defense. One of the two sharpest moves against 1. e4. This 
sao only one of two moves that prevents white from getting a 
wn center with 2.04. 2. Nf3 Develops a piece.Knights before 
_Iehops, controls two center squares (e5 and d4), gets white closer to 
| qsling and attacks a pawn! The best move on the board! 2... Nc6 
| lnelops a piece and Controls two center squares. 3. d4 Challenging 
-fecenter, developing the bishop, and opening lines for the rooks. 
lisis a sharp move that opens up the position so all the snakes can 
-owlout! 3... cxd4 Can't let that pawn center stand! 4. Nxd4 He 
‘ites you take back, unless you see a definite reason why not. 4... 
‘\f6 Develops a piece with a threat and controls two center squares. 
,Nc3 Develops and defends. 5... d6 Stops white from playing 
ie annoying pawn advance e5, releases the white squared bishop 
af controls the center. 6. Bg5 Controls th e center indirectly by 
sincking the knight £6 which controls the center. 6... ¢6 Preparing 
iHANCHETTO the bishop. This is a badly played move because now 
tite can take the bishop and destroy black’s pawn structure. Much 
‘wer for black was 6. ....e6, and then developing the bishop to e7. 
1.Bxf6 Destroying black’s pawn structure. 7... exf6 Now take a 
uk at what black has allowed to happen. He has doubled pawns on 
ieHile. He has an isolated pawn on dé, and the f6 pawn will block 
itianchettoed bishop. Already black’s position is wiped out. 8. Bc4 
‘weloping the bishop, controlling the center square d5, biting down 
ihe weak square £7, and preparing white for castling. Remember 
ishest opening moves achieve multiple objectives! 8... Bg7 The 
inchettoed Bishop...blocked by the f6 pawn. 9. O-O Castle often, 
ile early. 9... O-O 10. Ndb5 Attacking the ISOLATED pawn 
i\Notice because of black’s awkward development he has no way 
itefending the pawn. White has created weaknesses, and now 
focuses in on them. 10... £5 Trying to trade off his troubled 
wbled pawn and at the same time activating the long scope of his 
MCHETTOED bishop. 11. ex£5 Opening the e-file. Against weaker 
iyets, Fischer loved opening up the position so his tactical skills 
iltshine through. 11... Bx 5 Black develops while re-capturing. 
2.Nxd6 This is a powerful spot for a knight, attacking many key 
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targets. 12... Ne5 13. Bb3 Not wanting fo trade off this important 
bishop aimed at the king. 13... Qd7 14. Nxf5 Fischer was a big 
believer that bishops are worth slightly more than knights. 14... 
Qxf5 15. Nd5 Threatening a deadly fork. Can you see if? 15... 
Nc6 Defending the fork. 16. Ne3 Qc5 17. c3 Defending the 
hanging b2 pawn. 17... Rad8 Grabbing the open file with TEMPO 
18. Qf3 Finding the most aggressive square for the queen. Playing 
like a tiger means positioning your pieces where they attack the 
most key squares. 18... Rd7 Preparing to DOUBLE the rooks. 19. 
Rad 1 Challenging the open file. 19... Rd6 A dubious time wasting 
move. 20. Rxd6 Qxd6 21. Rd1 Claiming ownership of the 
file with tempo. 21... Qc5 22. h3 Creating a FLIGHT SQUARE 
in case white decides to move the rook onto the battlefield, 22... 
bS Black is shell shocked..down material and floundering helplessly. 
b5 just creates more targets. Nc6 is no longer protected, and b5 is 
dangling as well. 23. Rd5 Centralizing the rook with tempo. 23... 
Qb6 24. Rd6 Pinning the knight to the queen. 24... NeS Tricky! 
The pin was only a RELATIVE PIN, meaning the knight could still move 
(if he was pinned to the king the pin would be absolute since it would 
be illegal for him to move). 25. Qd5 White's position continues to 
improve. 25... Qc7 26. f4! Fischer sees that the knight has no 
good squares to run to. 26... Nc4 Forced. 27. Nxc4 Winning 
another pawn. 27... bxc4 28. Bxc4 Now the c pawn is a PASSED 
PAWN. Fischer can win with this pawn if he has no other plans. 28... 
Kh8 For much of this game, black’s rook has been stuck behind the 
f pawn protecting the f pawn. Black’s next few moves are an attempt 
to free this rook. 29. Bb3 Putting the bishop on a safer square so 
that black cannot play 29. ....Rc8 with tempo. 29... £5 Now that 
the f-pawn is safe, black finally can activate his rook. The problem is 
his back rank and his king safety have heen severely compromised. 
30. g3 Offering protection to the vulnerable f4 pawn. 30... Re& 
Grabbing an open file. 31. Qc6 Being two pawns up, white is 
ready for a queen trade. 31... Qb8 32. Rd7 Grabbing the 
7th file. 32... Rel 33. Kf2 Qe8 Suddenly black has threats 
of his own. Fischer must play carefully. 34. Q£3 Offering a fancy 
trade of rooks, and defending key squares around the king to keep 
from getting mated. 34... Rb1 Not only is he threatening RxP+, 
he is also threatening the mating attack starting with Q-el+. White 
must give back material here to survive. Do you see how big of a 
difference it made in the game when black activated his rook? Now 
black has chances...although small chances. 35. Rd1 Giving up at 
least one pawn. 35... Rxb2 36. Kgl Qc8 Putting a second 
attacker on (3. 37. h4 Bxc3?? A deadly mistake that falls for a 
DEFLECTION tactic. 38. Rd8! Qxd8 Forced. 39. Qxc3 With a 
forced mate in one. 39... Qf6 Forced. 40. Qxf6# [1:0] 
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Tournament Snapshots 

Find the move that wins material instantly. Look for simple moves first as if you were Fsicher in a game. Answer key is on back page.Academic 
This was the US Junior Championship, an invitation enly event, but as you will see many kids were falling for simple tactics. For 13yr old 
Fischer this tournament was “easy pickins.”Find Fischer's moves that win material in these posifions swiped from real games of the tournament. 
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Chess will be conducting summer camps this year in 
various locations in the bay area so cancel all other 
plans! Academic Chess makes chess accessible to all 
levels and all ages. We have been teaching chess in 
the bay area for over 10years. We believe in teaching 
the strategies of chess in a fun mannerto energize kids 
on chess, and give them plenty of materials so they can 
work at their own pace and at home. Eric Hicks, Cal 
Chess edtitor, writes all the material that is handed out 
in the classes. 


Academic Sun 


e Enriching chess work 
© Dynamic and sk 
eNational Master rated instructors for 
°A coherent training system designed to 
Training included atleast one day on compute 
own progress at hom 
e Fun kid friendly activities done dur 
Pizza and chess tournament ev 
Lots of prizes given throughout # 
¢ Tournament chess set and board FREE w 










organ Hill at Charter Schoo 
Fee $60 each session 

















June 14, 16, 18 
ll. June 21,23, 25 








June 15, 17 June 15, 17 July 12, 14.16 
June 22, 24 June 22, 24 July 19, 21, 23 
June 29, July 1 June 29, July 1 

July 13, 15 July 13, 15 

July 20, 22 July 20, 22 

July 27, 29 July 27, 29 






Additional camps are offered in San Francisco and 
Daily City. Call 415-412-4040 for exact times and 
location. 


: June 14, 15, 16 
ll. June 21,22, 23 
(Il. June 28, 29, 30 
July 12,13, 14 
July 19, 20, 21 
July 26, 27, 28 








For more information and up to date camp info 


go to WWW.academicchess.com 


Or call our summer camp hotline at 888-442-4377 
Or email eric@academicchess.com | 


lll. June 28, 30, July 2nd 























ll. 3 day - June 21,23 25 


lll. 2day - June 22 24 
2day -July 13, 15 
2day - July 20, 22 


VI 3day - Jyl 2 6, 28, 30 


|. 3day - June 14, 16 18 
2day- June 15,17 































And for those of you who are good enough at chess to appreciate a battle of the titans, here is Fischer slowly ripping apart ex-world 
Champion Dr. Max Euwe! This game is taken from prolific bay area writer Eric Schiller from his new book Learn From Bobby Fischer's 
Greatest Games that just came out last month. Order yours from Amazon before there all sold out! -Editor 


CARO-KANN 

Fischer , Bobby - Euwe , Max 

1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. exd5 cxd5 4. c4 Nf6 5. Nc3 Nc6 
6. Nf3 The Panov Attack is one of White’s most popular strategies 
against the Caro-Kann Defense., White develops quickly and enjoys 
a small advantage in space. It may be necessary to accept an isolated 
pawn, but isolated pawns are no longer considered a disadvantage 
if the pawn is a well-supported d-pawn. 


6... Bg This is Black's most aggressive plan. It leads to endgame 
positions with a shattered White kingside, but White gets the bishop 
pair. 7. cxd5 Nxd5 8. Qb3 White attacks the light squares left 
vulnerable by the departure of the bishop for the kingside. Black 
responds by capturing the knight and inflcting serious damage on 
the kingside. 8... Bxf3 9. gxf3 e6 This well known temporary 
sacrifice of the b-pawn has long been the main line of the Endgame 
Variation of the Panov. 10. Qxb7 Nxd4 11. Bb5 Nxb5 12. 
Qc6+ White throws in this check to inconvenience the Black king 
before capturing the knight. 12... Ke7 13. Qxb5 This position 
has been reached almost 500 times, and itis now established that 
Black should play 13...Qd7 rightaway. The exchange of knights 
lost a lot of popularity as a result of this game. 


13... Nxc3 14. bxc3 Qd7 15. Rb1! This was Bobby’s 
prepared new move, and ever since this game Black has had a 
terrible time in the variation. The open b-file will play an important 
role all the way to the end of the game. 15... Rd8? Although 
this is a somewhat obvous try, threatening checkmate at dl, it does 
not begin to solvve Black's problems. Objectively, Black should try 
15...Rc8, targeting the weak pawn at 3. 16. Be3 Qxb5 17. 
Rxb5 Rd7 We have reached an endgame where, despite White's 
shattered pawn structure, the passed c-pawn and more active pieces 
give White a serious advantage. White can pick off the a-pawn 
whenever he wants to. 
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18. Ke2! Bobby activates the other rook. 18... £6 19. Radi! 
Black's only active rook is invited to leave the game, but there isn’t 
an acceptable alternative for Black. 19... Rxd1 20. Kxd1 Kd? 
21. Rb8 Threatening to exploit the pin with Bc5, so Black's 

reply is pretty much forced. 21... Kc6 22. Bxa7 g5 23. ad 
Bg7 24.Rb6+! Bobby correctly declines the invitation to exchange 
rooks. Then the win would be trickly, despite the passed pawns 


because the bishop is of the “wrong color”. It can’t chase a king fron 


a8 or c8 [24.Rxh8Bxh8 25.Bd4 e5 26.Be3Bg/ isn’t easy, for exampl 
27. Kc2Bf8 28. Kb3Bd6 29. a5 e4! 30. fxe4Bxh2 31. a6 hd 32.0] 
Kb7 is more likely to be won by Black, than White! ] 


24... Kd5 25.Rb7Bf8 Black just can’t get the rook into the 
game. 26.Rb8 Bg7 27.Rb5 Kc6 28.Rb6 Kd5 29. a5 
Fischer has cut the enemy king off on the 6th rank and threatens 
simply Bb8 and a6-a7-08. 29... 5 30.Bb8Rc8 31. a6 The weak 
pawn at c3 is no longer significant. 31...Rxc3 32.Rb5 


32... Ke4 [82... Keb was suggested by Reuben Fine, who showed 
it to Bobby after the game. 33.Ra5Bd4 was the idea, and Bobby 
reacted with 34.Be5? where Fine revealed the stunner (34. a/Bxa/ 
35.Rxa7Rxf3 36.Rxh7Rxf2 holds no winning chances for White.) 
34...Rc5! where the game should be drawn, though it is White 
facing the uphill battle. Fischer looked at the position again, and 
determined that 34.Ke2 would win. ] 


33.Rb7! Bd4 34.Rc7 After the rooks come off, the endgame 
is an easy win for White. 34... Kd3 35.Rxc3 Kxc3 36.Be5 Black 
resigned. The pawn will get to a7 and then promote at a8. The 
bishop at d5 is pinned, and the capture of White’s bishop at e) 
wouldn't make any difference. 


[1:0] 
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re OS ope lo pee 


Improve your game with no pills, special diets or exercise! 


Eric Schiller, National and FIDE Master, International Arbiter and International Organizer (FIDE) 
provides books, software and lessons that can help! 


e Books on every chess subject, from the opening to the endgame and beyond! 

e In-depth, CD-Rom opening guides from chesscentral.com 

e Opening analysis, trivia, features, and useful downloads at www.chesscity.com. 

e Coming soon: lessons on DVD, eBooks on specialized openings, and a book on Garry Kasparov! 
e Individual, Group, Club, and School and Internet lessons available. 






















An indispensable 
guide to all of 
the tricky 
variations of the 
Open Games 
(1.e4 e5). 
Recipes for 
handling the 
King’s Gambit, 
Danish Gambit, 
Elephant 
Gambit, Latvian 
Gambit, Fried 
Liver Attack and 
more! 


Learn important Bey eae 
chess lessons from | | T, 
the games of ee Biscssis meen 


















America’s greatest | Hi all bet @ a 
chessplayer. This : 
book offers §$§$§| 

expl anation of the e : oa kama ean 
moves in clear | 
prose, without 
abstract symbols 
and variation 
jungles. Enjoy the 
games while you 
become a better 
player! 





























SAMPLES OF BOOKS AND INSTRUCTIONAL OFFERINGS ARE ONLINE AT 
WWW .ERICSCHILLER.COM. EMAIL ERIC@ERICSCHILLER.COM 


DeGuzman wins Peoples Open 
by IM John Donaldson 


International Master Ricardo DeGuzman continued his winning ways in Bay Area 
fournaments by defeating NM Michael Aigner in the last round of the People’s 
Open held February 14-16 in Berkeley. DeGuzman, who scored 5-1 to take home 
the $500 first prize, was only nicked for draws by FMs Adrian Keatinge-Clay and 
Bela Evans. NM Paul Gallegos had an excellent result, finishing second at 4 1/2, 
losing only to DeGuzman. There was a big tie for third at 4 with Evans, Keatinge- 
(lay and Aigner joined by IM Walter Shipman, SM Dmitry Zilberstein and NM 
Matthew Ho. 


Larry Snyder won the Expert section in fine style scoring 5-1. This result will put 
Larry comfortably over 2100 as he continues his quest to reach 2200, a goalhe 
briefly reached in 1997. Good luck Larry! National Tournament Director Don Shen- 

num directed the 155 player multi-section event. 
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An Ode to the Homeless Chessmaster 


boty we heard you were in Yugoslavia, Hungary, 
the Philippines and now Japan’ 


Chessmaster on the run, 
Like sand through the hand. 


Your mother left you at 15 fens old. 
A 3 bedroom apartment no heat and it was cold. 


How did you pay the rent? 
Hustling chess for dollars. 


Eating Twinkies and donuts, 
No wonder you now have decaying molars. 


Bobby, we understand why you never came back, 
Your apartment is now barren. 


Not paying rent for 20 years has walloped your credit. 
Beacons foreclosed and took all your stuff. 


Life as a professional chess player has got to be rough. 


Come back this year, and we will build you your dream house. 


A rook on a cliff, a fat plasma screen. 
A computer in the corner, in case you are feeling mean. 


Beat up on Deep Junior. 
Speed chess all night. 


Guarantee Kasparov will be quaking with fright. 
In the morning over breakfast. 


Fresh coffee and California chess Journal. 
MCO and informants to overcome your last Hurdles. 


Bobby, your Rook House on the cliff awaits. 
Hoping you will not get in too terribly late. 
























































“Then I'll build me a house. | don’t know where 
but it won't be in Greenwich Village. They're all 
dirty, filthy animals down there. Maybe I'll build 
it in Hong Kong. Everybody who’s been there 
says it's great. Art Linkletter said so on the radio. 
And they've got suits there, beauties, for only 
twenty dollars. Or maybe I'll build it in Beverly 
Hills. The people there are sort of square, but like 
the climate is nice and it’s close to Vegas, Mexico, 
Hawaii, and those places. | got strong ideas about 
my house. I’m going to hire the best architect 
and have him build it in the shape of a rook. Yeh, 
that’s for me. Class. Spiral staircases, parapets, 
everything. | want to live the rest of 

my life in a house built exactly like a rook.” 


Fischer 1962, 19 years old 
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te Architect’ Story 


yy \CD, an architect firm 
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the last year | came across one old (when he was 19) Fischer's interview where 
| fesid: “I've got strong ideas about my house. I’m going to hire the best architect 
| have him build it in the shape of a rook....Class. Spiral staircases, parapets, 
| werything. | want to live the rest of my life in a house built exactly like a rook.” 





fur most people, | suppose, the above quotation is just another proof how weird 

father was (even then). For myself, naturally, it was a professional challenge - 
(on! design such a house?’, ‘What can |, a far-from-the-best-architect, achieve 
| ut of Fischer's wish in terms of design quality?’ 


“hat also reminded me how strange life was - someone who wanted to live 
-herest of his life in a unique-shaped house has spent the next 40 years homeless. 
{ol though; let’s make a house for Bobby, even if it’s an imaginary one only. 
| Ihe ‘brief’ (description of what's required in a house) was very brief indeed. : 
- Hewanted a rook-shaped house with ‘spiral staircases, parapets, everything. Class!’ 
_|hove started from a rook-shape. That's the idea, identity of this house. To achieve 
otk-shape, a house had to be circular in plan, and tower-like in a section (to achieve. 
_hevertical proportion of a chess piece). The latter (elongated vertical proportion) 
_wsmore demanding factor, and led to a five-level house, with, generally, one bigger (served) and one smaller (serving) space on 
ther side of vertical communication core, which contains the staircase and the lift. | didn’t include the spiral staircase as spiral stairs 
-aenot good for 60-year-olds (Fischer today). Of course, the roof had to he flat, with a roof terrace. 





| isle, | have guessed what a single person as Fischer would want in his house; a spacious living room with a view , a spacious 

| room, a. library which might be used for playing games or receiving guests, a study, a couple of guest-bedrooms or for children 
‘thedecides to change his lifestyle (1 have recently read that he has a small child, | don’t know if that’s true, do you know anything 
tout it?). On the ground level | put a plunge pool, as | read that he likes relaxing in the water (who doesn’t?). 

‘lhad no idea what ‘classy’ meant for him, so | applied my design principles: simple, light, and open, with best available materials. 
Isiead the stone wall, with small windows, of typical old castles (see castle] jpg as an example), | enclosed/shaped the rook-house 
‘tin glass only. That gives it a powerful crystal-like form which | find appropriate to a genius-dweller like Fischer, and makes it very 
it, open, and uniform. Shortly after | finished my design, | was delighted to discover conceptually and aesthetically similar design 
‘ton, un-doubily, the best master-architect. It's a water-castle 
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Inside the house, | have tried to maintain light, open and simple spaces. The number of walls (divisions of space) 
is kept minimal. The lift has the glass door, so people can look out while traveling up and down. 


The living room, the most important space in the house, is on the top, as in most good houses (so no one is above you, just the 
sky), with a view. It is two-storey-high, to feel very spacious, with inserted mezzanine study, to give a space a sculptural quality 4K 
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(see interior on the web page), with a glass-floor skylight above. There is a fire-place in the middle, above which is two-storey 


high feature-wall. | have done the image which covers it - a mixture of the starry night sky and the chess board. 


| think that’s where Fischer's mind has been all these years, not here on earth. 


House’s location hasn’t been specified. It might be in any area with moderate or cold climate, e.g. somewhere in Japan, or 


Hungary, or Yugoslavia. ( Exposed glass-houses are not suited for hot climates, so this house would have trouble finding its plac 
under harsh Queensland's sun.) | have put it on the cliff, overlooking the river, like old castles on Danube, or overlooking the 


sea, like lighthouses. 


On the very top, there is the roof terrace, enclosed with 2 m high glass walls to protect it from the wind, and to achieve the rook- 
niece's exact shape. From the terrace, the open staircase leads to the highest point of the house - a viewing platform on top of 


a 


the central communication core. The staircase itself is a viewing place, to sit there and enjoy a view, like in Greek theatres cut in , 


the hills. Or it can be the staircase to heaven, for someone who has reached the very top. 


That's the story about the design. 
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fobhy Fischer annotating a game is indeed a rare treat for us all. As we review the three years of Fischer's Boys’ Life chess columns, 
ve hall focus in on a typical column. As he wrote the column Fischer knew that the readership was mostly 12-18 year old kids, therefore 
le made his notes under-standable for players at a more basic level of chess knowledge than the average Chess Life reader . . . The result 


sa Master level game, where Fischer's lucid notes, and clear writing style, make it easily understood at all levels of playing ability. For 
| 


| hose who were not around in the 1960's, it should be mentioned that the Fischer of that era was far different from the reclusive person the 
nedia reports on today. 
| 
| fisher was an out-going, congenial, affable person. He would often show up unannounced at major Scholastic Chess Tournaments and 
jnyed off-hand games with the crop of young chess players coming along. His Boys’ Life columns was just one of the ways he showed his 
| iferest and concern for scholastic chess players. Featured here is some of Fischer's content from the October 1969 issue of Boys’ Life mago- 
| tie, to include his insightful game notes on U. S. Junior Champion, Ken Rogoff’s last round victory... AND inserted into Fischer's notes are 
| tidtional comments by Ken Rogoff, which did not appear in the original column. Rogoff is another example of chess being a good influence 
| help develop the mind --- as he continued on a career of academic and business success. 


| bi in 1969, a 16 year old Ken Rogoff had just won the U. S. Junior Championship for the first time. He was to go on and win this title 

| tree times. The Boys’ Life chess columnist was there at the U. S. Junior Championship and was greatly impressed by the young man’s 

-bilty. The columnist was Bobby Fischer, soon to be World Champion. Fischer was so impressed that he annotated Rogoff’s last round vic- 
ny for the Boys’ Life readers. Fischer knew well that his audience was composed of age 18 and under boys. Therefore he made his notes 
ierstandable for players at a more basic level of chess knowledge. 


hit: Ken Rogoff 
back: Steve Spencer 


| 1969 U. S. Junior Championship Game notes by Grandmaster Bobby Fischer and Ken Rogoff [KR]. 
ititional “fill in” notes inserted by Computer chess pro-gram Chessmaster 9000* [CM] 


l.e4 g6 2.d4 Bg7 (The Pirc defense, Also called the “Rat” defense because of the 
cramped but fighting game it gives Black.) 3.Nc3 c6 (He wants to challenge White's 
center with d4 next.) 4.Nf3 (Another good solid move was 4.f4, so that when Black 
plays . ..d5, White passes him by with e5 -- with a strong pawn formation. Another move 
that | suggested to Ken after the game was 4.Bc4 -- in order to prevent Black’s d5. The 
disadvantage is that you leave your self open to shots on the Q side. . . b5 etc., but there 
were some interesting variations. 


For example, after 4. Bc4 suppose Black tried . . . e6 in order to back up his coming d5. 
Then | think 5.e5 is very strong for White, threatening Ne4, then to dé later on. If Black 
plays 5...d5, Then I'd play 6. exd5 en passant. ...Qxd6 7.Ne4! -- a very strong 
move. If he checks me on b4 to try and pick off my bishop it will boomerang because | 
would play 8.c3 Qxc4 9. Nd6ch and I’d pick off his queen. Also if he plays 7. . . Qxd4 
I'd play 8.Nd6ch and if 8... Kd7 then 9. Qxd4 Bxd4 10. Nxf7 wins. Or if 8... Ke7 9. 
Nxc8ch Kd7 10.Qxd4 Bxd4 11.Nf3 Bf6 12.Bf4 Kxc8 13.Ne5 Nh6  14.Nxf7 Nxf7 
15.Bxe6ch regaining the knight with a winning advantage of position. 

There was another pretty little line after 4.Bc4... 
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Suppose Black tries . . .d5 anyway? 5.exd5 
b5 6.Bb3 b4 7.dxc6!! bxc3 8.Qf3 with two 
separate threats: 9Qxf7 mate and 9.c7 open- 
ing up on the queen and queen rook. This is 
a very difficult spot for Black to get out of. 
Probably the best move for Black after 4.Bc4 
is d5, followed sooner or later by... b5.. 
.05. Incidentally, Ken felt that Bc4 was best 
also, but his move may be just as good, if not 
better). 

4...d5 5.h3 (Good move. Ordinarily 
you should avoid unprovoked rook pawn 
moves because there's something more impor- 
tant to do. In this position, though it’s justified 
because Bg4 would have been very strong 
for Black, pinning white’s Knight and putting 
pressure on his QP indirectly.) .. . dxe4 
6.Nxe4 Nd7 7.Bc4 Negt6 
8.Nxf6ch Nxf6 9.0-0 0-0 


(Now White's advantage is that he has a pawn 
in the center--which means more space -- 
plus both his bishops have good diago- 
nals. And once again remember the four 
important elements to keep in mind before 
making any move are space, force or material, 
time and pawn structure. Black’s pieces, on the 
other hand, have little scope). 

10.c3- Ges I EQeZ. be. 12.865 
(Notice how Ken slowly builds up his position. 
Before he takes any decisive action he 
brings all his pieces out to their most active 
post) 12. . ..b5?! 


(This move, besides being inconsistent - 
because we could have moved here last move, 
in one move! - slightly weakens Black's square 
on ¢4, creating a “hole” on that square, which 
could be very helpful to White later on. You 
may notice just how much | emphasize this 
business of “holes” or weak squares. That's 
because it’s so important. It has been correctly 
said that “Pawns are the soul of chess”. It is 
also a truism that pawns cannot move back- 
wards, and a thoughtless pawn move can ruin 
an otherwise good position. A much better 
plan would have been 12... Bb2 followed 
by ...¢4 as soon as possible, hitting back at 
White's key center pawn.) 
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That's because it’s so important. It has been 
correctly said that “Pawns are the soul of chess”. 
It is also a truism that pawns cannot move back- 
wards, and a thoughtless pawn move can ruin 
an otherwise good position. A much better plan 
would have been 12... Bb2 followed by .. 

_ 4.as soon as possible, hitting back at White's 
key center pawn.) 13.Bb3 a5 14.a3 
Ba6 15.Rfel (Now Ken has almost every 
piece developed except for his QR. He's almost 
ready for decisive action.) . . . e€6 16.Qe5 
(Another good move here was Qe3 or Qd2 to 

get out of bishop's diagonal at a6). 16... 
Qxe5? (The losing move. After the game Steve 
Spencer thought the best move was . . .Nd5 and 
Black could still hang on. White's best then would 
probable have been to play his Q back to e4 then 
swing the Q over to h4 later 17.NxeS Rfc8 
The only way to defend the QBP because if Rac] 


or Bb7 for Black, then 18.Bxf6! Bxf6 19.Nd7! - 


- forks the rook and bishop, winning the exchange 
by double attack.) [ In view of the threats to the 
QBP there is nothing else. KR -- Perhaps better 
for Black would have been taking the loss of the 
pawn, hoping for “technical difficulties — that’s the 
Grandmaster term for “cheapo potential”; to have 
some small practical chances for a draw. i.e. 17... 
Rfe8! 18.Nxc6 Bb7 19. Ne5 with a good pawn- 
up game, but not the crush-ing attack of the game 
move. CM] 


See diagram 





Position after 17... Rfc8 
White to move and win 
What would you play? 
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18.Nxf7! (White explodes his combing. 
fion). . . . Kxf7 19.Rxe6 Ne8? (If 19. 
..Nd5 20.Rxc6! Rxc6 21. Bxd5ch Ref 
22.Bxa8 and White comes out three pawns 
ahead.) [ or 19... Kf8 20.Bxf6, or 19. ..Ngg 
20.Re7ch Kf8 21.Rf7 ch Ke8 22.Rel ch 
etc, or 19...Nh5 20.Rf6 ch Ke8 11.Rel 
ch Kd8!(...Kd7 22.Rf7 ch Kd6 23.Re6 
mate.) 22.Rc7 ch, etc. KR] 20.R£6 check, | 
Black resigns 1 - 0 because 20...Ke7 
21.R7ch Kd6 22.Bf4ch Be5S 23. Bxe5 
mate. After the game another young aspi- 
rant for the title, 17 year-old Greg DeFots 
whom Ken had beaten earlier in the | 
tourna-ment, had the satisfaction of dem- 
onstrating that 20. Rel discovered check. 

.. Kf8 21.Be7 mate was quicker. 

- End of Fischer/Rogoff notes - 





| 
Rogoff claimed the Junior champion- | 
ship title three years in a row. In 1970 

Ken went on to play first board on the | 
U. S. Team that won the World Student 
Championship in Haifa, Israel. In 1972 
he won the New York State Championship. 
Ken did work his way up to a close 2" 
place finish in the U. S. Championship, but 
in the 1980s he set chess aside to focus on 
career and family. 


Chess did seem to help Ken have an 
outlet to develop his strong mind, as 
he graduated from Yale in 1975, and 
achieved Ph.D. in Economics from M.I.1. in 
1980. Rogoff then became a professor at 
Princeton first, then a full tenured profes- 
sor at Harvard ( which is the top ranked 
Economics department in the world) and is 
currently on extended public service leave 
as chief economist at the International 
Monetary Fund ( a U. N. family organizo- 
tion charged with maintaining global finan: 
cial stability that stands at the center of the 
global financial sys-tem). In the October 
14, 2002 edition, The Wall Street 
Journal devoted half a page to Ken 
Rogoff’s views on the global economy. 
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The 3rd Annual Little Sweden Festival in Lindsborg, Kansas, has brought the 12th World Champion Anatoly Karpov to play chess 
in the United States. The format was a 6-player round- robin at the rapid time control of 25 minutes with a 10 second per move 
increment. Karpov's opponents were the highest FIDE rated American GM Alex Onischuk, GM Yuri Shulman, 

GM Ivan Morovic of Chile, Canadian national champion IM Pascal Charbonneau, and northern California’s own 

IM John Donaldson. Predictably, the former World Champ won the event with an undefeated score of 3.5/5. 

Second was Onischuk, who had four draws and a last round win over Charbonneau. In third place, holding 

his own against difficult competition and with time pressure always near, was Donaldson. 


He started out on victoriously, defeating Charbonneau and drawing Onischuk, both with black. In round 3, he faced Karpov, 
and managed fo wrest away half a point from the aging champion. Only a last round defeat at the hands of GM Shulman 
kept Donaldson from winning the entire event! 


IM Donaldson,J. - GM Karpov,A. 1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e3 c5 5.Ne2 d5 6.a3 Bxc3+ 7.Nxc3 
cxd4 8.exd4 dxc4 9.Bxc4 Nc6 10.Be3 O-O 11.0-O h6 12.Rcl Ne7 13.Qf3 Ned5 14.Bxd5 Nxd5 
15.Nxd5 exd5 16.Rc5 Be6 17.Rfcl 1/2-1/2 


IM Chabonneau,P. - IM Donaldson,J. 1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nc6 5.Nc3 Bg7 6.Be3 Nf6 7.Bc4 _ 
O-O 8.Bb3 a5 9.0-O d6 10.f3 Nxd4 11.Bxd4 Bd7 12.a4 Bc6 13.Nd5 Bxd5 14.exd5 Nd7 15.Bxg7 | 
Kxg7 16.Qd4+ Kg8 17.Rfel Re8 18.Kh1 Qb6 19.Qh4 Nec5 20.Ra3 Qb4 21.Qxb4 axb4 22.Raal 

Kf8 23.Rad1 b5 24.axb5 Nxb3 25.cxb3 Rab8 26.Re4 Rxb5 27.Kg1 Rc8 28.Rd2 Rec5 29.Red4 h5 

30.Kf2 Kg7 31.Ke3 Rel 32.Kd3 g5 33.Ke3 Rec5 34.Ke4 Kf6 35.4 ¢4 36.h4 Rel 37.Re2 Rh1 38.g3 | 
Rg1 39.Rd3 Rc5 40.Kd4 Recl 41.Ke4 Red1 42.Ree3 Rel 43.Rd4 Rc2 44.Rxb4 Rxb2 45.Rb7 Rbg2 > 
46.Kd4 Rxg3 47.Rexe7 Rd1+ 48.Kc4 Kf5 49.Re2 f6 50.Rf7 Rf3 51.Re6 Rxf4+ 52.Kb5 Rxd5+ 0-1 | 
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We all know that chess is a war game, and while some of us go at it on the boards like cerebral Rambos - always punching, always finding 


or Mahatma Gandhi. How aggressive are you? Do you go for broke or dance around waiting for an opponent to throw you a mistake? 
The following test is scientifically designed to rank your aggressive tendencies on the board. 


some way to be aggressive and be in our opponent's face! . . . Others play too nice. Imagine a game by George McGovern, Jimmy Carter | 
| 
| 
| 


Check your answers with the score key at the end and see how you rate. 


1) Early in the game, your opponent collapses 

of an apparent heart attack. His wife and children 
gather round, and after exchanging tearful farewells 
with them, he looks up, and with life fading from his 
eyes, asks you for a draw. In response, you: 


A) Accept immediately. 

B) Analyze the position on the board first. 

C) Tell him that you wouldn't give a draw to 

your dying mother, whom you love dearly. 

D) Try to push him over the edge by announcing mate in three. 


2) When psyching yourself up for a game, 
you visualize yourself: 


A) Extending your hand across the board and 

wishing your opponent “best of luck”. 

B) Crushing your opponent's pieces with a hammer. 

() Strangling your opponent with your bare hands. 

D) Ransacking your opponent's village and carrying off his women. 


3) You view your opponent’s pawns as: 


A) Potential Queens. 

B) The shape of his position. 

() Juicy morsels to be gobbled up. 
D) Speed bumps. 


4) You view your own pawns as: 


A) Potential Queens. 

B) An integral part of your strategy. 

() Expendables in your kingside attacks. 
D) Howitzer shells. 


5) You will consider a pawn rush only: 


A) When you have safely castled on the opposite wing. | 
B) When playing a lower rated player. | 
() When you have more than a piece advantage. 

D) When it is your turn. 


6) Endgames are: 


A) When the Queens are off the board. 
B) Sometimes unavoidable. 

() When your opponent won't resign. 
D) Only for weenies who can’t finish off 
their opponents in the middlegame. 


7) You are playing an eight year old, who leaves his 
Queen hanging in a complex position. He begins to 
cry. Your response 1s: 


A) Offer to stop the clock while he regains his composure. 
B) Capture the Queen without comment. 

() Pick up the Queen with a chuckle and remark 

“Won't be long now!” 

D) Call the child’s mother over to the board . . . 

Rip his Queen off, and tell her to take her baby 

home, because he’s not ready to be a chess player. 


8) After leaving your own Queen hanging 
against an eight year old you would: 


A) Resign gracefully and offer 

congratulations for a great win. 

B) Smile knowingly to bluff him 

into not capturing her. 

() Announce mate in eight. 

D) Tell him of an obscure rule about taking 
back moves that he’s too young to know about. 


rn i ce 
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9) You will sacrifice your Queen only: 


A) When you see a forced mate. 

B) As a last attempt in a losing game. 

() For an overwhelming positional advantage. 
D) When it rips open your opponent's position 
... Let the pieces fall where they may! 


10) For an open file on your 
opponent’s King you would sacrifice: 


A) A pawn. 

B) A minor piece. 
() A major piece. 
D) Your soul. 


11) You might consider the Caro-Kann 
defense (yawn... ) when: 


A) Playing against e4. 

B) Playing against someone you knew was unbooked. 
() Playing a non-tournament game. 

D) You've had a mind-crippling stroke 


12) When you first spot a winning combination, 
appropriate behavior 
would be to: 


A) Look at your clock to see how much time 

you can spend checking it out. 

B) Giggle. 

() Drool while laughing gruffly under your breath 

D) Laugh out loud while raising your hand and pointing 
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A=0, B=1, C=3, D=5 


Q to 12 Conscientious objector. 

You are a pacifist in the war game of chess. 
Negotiating a draw is your biggest thrill. 
Should you accidentally win, you feel obligated 
to buy your opponent lunch. 


13 to 26 Innocent bystander. 
You'll pick up wins if they fall in your lap. 


27 to 39 Reluctant aggressor. 

You'll do the “aggression thing” when backed into 
a corner, or when your wife tells you its time to 
leave and finish up your stupid game. (“Yes, dear”) 


40 to 56 Rambo aggressor. 

You don’t play defenses, just offenses minus o 

tempo. You like Openings with names like 

“The Blackmar-Diemer Gambit”, “The Fried Liver Attack”, 
“The Can Opener”, or “The Berserker” 


57 to 60 Psycho. 

Congratulations! You are the “Main Man”. 

A danger to yourself and others. At home you kill 

small animals or low-rated chess players for amusement. 
All of your opponents are beaten within 20 moves, 

or they get beaten up side the head . . . Their choice! 
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White Liina Vark 


Black Charles Gelman 


Result 0-1 


1 d4 Nf6 

2C4 65 

3 e3 26 

4 Nf3 Bg7 

5 Nc3 O-O 

6 g3 Na6 

7 Bg2 Rb8& 

8 O-O e6 

9 NbS5 d5 

10 Ne5 Ne7 
11 Qa4 Bd7 
12 Nxd7 Qxd7 
13 Qxa7 Nxb5 
14 cxb5 Rfc8 
15 Qa4 Rag 
16 Qd1l Qxb5 
17 Rel Nd7 
18 b3 c4 

19 bxc4 dxc4 
20 Qc2 Qa5 
21 Rdl Rab& 
22 Rb1 b5 

23 e4 b4 

24 Bf4 Rb6 
25. Bikes 

26 Be3 Rag 
27 Rdcl Rd8 
28 Ral Nb& 
29 Bg2 Nc6 
30 e5 Rdb& 
31 Bxc6 Rxc6 
32 Qb3 Qd5 
33 Qxd5 exd5 
34 Rab1l Bf8 
35 Rce2 Ras 
36 Rel h5 

a. Kil Bes 
38 h4 Rca6 
39 Ree2 Kf8 
40 Kg2 Ke’ 
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41 Kf3 Kd7 
42 Bcl Kc6 
43 Ke3 Kb5 
44 Kd3 Bd8 
45 Be3 Ra4 
46 Bcl Bb6 
47 Be3 R8a7 
48 f3 Rce7 

49 Rg2 Rc8 
50 Rgl Rcag 
51 Rgg2 Ba5 
52 Bcl Rc8 
53 Rh2 Rc4 
54 Be3 Bb6 
55 Rhl Ra3 
56 Rb1 Rc8 
\/ Ret.bo 
58 axb3 Rxb3 
59 Recl Ba5 
60 Bf2 Rc4 
61 Bel Bb6 
62 Bf2 Kb4 
63 Be3 Bas5 
64 Bel Ka4 
65 Be3 Rb2 
66 Bf2 Kb3 
67 Be3 Bb4 
68 Bgl Rxc2 
69 Rxc2 Ba3 
70 Be3 Bb2 
71 Bgl Ra4 
72 Bf2 Ral 
0-1 (time) 


regulation 





: ss game 
encompassing 8 city blocks in the Mission in San Francisco. Sharilyn Neidhart ol the 
Williamsburg Chess Club in New York put on the event after having a successful New York 
City giant game featuring Jennifer Shahade. The SF game had Liina Vark playing National 
Master Charles Gelman. The city was divided into quadrants, and real live chess pieces 
walked, logged, or skated around the city based on the moves Charles and Liina made ona 


oard in Dolores Park. Player's were distracted by Liina’s Pit Bull Kane, who at one 


point jumped in Charles lap! Academic Chess guys helped facilitate the event. The human 
chess pieces were communicated the moves via cell phones. The pame ended up lasting a 


monstrous 70 moves! Chess pieces were so tired and hot from al 


that standing that they 


were stopping at anon bars between moves! At the end all the pieces and players 


met at the 500 Club 


SAME ES. 
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iays 7 p.m. 
“tele City Club 
183 Hopkins 
“id Goldfarb 
0) 654-5758 
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‘Tustoys 7 p.m. 

iningame Lions Club 
')Surlingame Ave. 

in Dorsch 

(9) 322-0955 
‘wurlingamechessclub.com 


‘np 

iwstoys 7-11:30 p.m. 
‘nptell Community Center 
lnnester at Campbell Ave. 
io Leffingwell 
bing@cisco.com 

Mi) 132-5188, (408) 526-7090 work 
(michael 

bodoys 6-10 p.m. 

wit Citizens Center 

MH Gibbons 

ited 

‘dbesday nights 

‘thx Cafe 

“mon 

“ys 7:30-11 p.m. 

its Books and Music 
‘wsPoschmann 
vnd2@home.net 
056-8505 

ma 

is 

TON. Cedar ot Dakota 

“aH 


19275-0905 

tnd 

{n-l om. 

ti Hamburgers 
ttm of Santa Clara 
es 

fe 

‘un Sundays 


Humboldt laa 
Bob Phillips 
(707) 839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 8 p.m.-midnight 
Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Building 415, Yosemite Room 
Charles Pigg 

(510) 447-5067 


Merced 
Fridays 6:30 p.m. 
Merced Mall Food Court 


Modesto 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Doctors’ Hospital Cafeteria 
144] Florida Ave. 

John Barnard 

(209) 785-7895 


Monterey 

Daily except Mondays 
430 Alvarado St. 

Ted Yudacufski 

(408) 646-8730 


Mount Shasta 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Dick Bolling 

(530) 926-3608 


Oakhurst 
Saturdays 4 p.m. 
Cafe Baja 

40029 Highway 41 
(559) 642-6333 


Palo Alto 

Thursdays 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
Avenidas Senior Center 

450 Bryant St. 

(650) 327-2811 


Palo Alto 

Cafe La Dolce Vita 
299 California Ave. 
(650) 323-0478 


Paradise 

Tuesdays 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 

(916) 873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Henderson at Indiana 
Hans Borm 

(559) 784-3820 


Reno, Nevada 


Sundays and Thursdays 6:30 p.m. 


2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
(775) 827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 

(775) 747-1405 


Richmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th at MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
POB 69 
Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 

Wednesdays 5:30-10 p.m. 

Hart Senior Center 

915 27th Street 

John McCumiskey 

(916) 557-7053 (days) (916) 428-5532 
(eves) 


Sacramento 
Fridays 6 p.m. 
Hart Senior Center 
915 27th Street 
John Barnard 
(209) 785-7895 


Salinas 

Weekend afternoons 
Carl's Jr. 

1061 N. Davis Rd. 
Abe Mina 

(831) 758-4429 


San Anselmo 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza 

Red Hill Shopping Center 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd. 
Jim Mickle 

(415) 457-2719 


San Francisco 
Wednesdays 6:00 p.m. 
Yo Yo Suchi 

16th and Valencia 
Jesse Dioquino 

(415) 412-4040 


San Francisco 

Daily 

Mechanics Institute 

57 Post St., Fourth Floor 
John Donaldson 

(415) 421-2258 


San Francisco 
6:30 p.m. 


San Jose 

Tuesdays and Fridays, 12 noon-4 p.m. 
Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Ave. 

Jerry Marshall 

(408) 267-1574 


Santa Clara 

Second Saturdays 2:15-6:15 p.m. 
Mary Gomez Park 

Francisco Sierra 





~ (408) 24]- 1447 


San Francisco 

Wednesday Night 6-9pm 

YoYo Sushi House 

16th and Valencia . 
Speed chess tournament and skilles games 
$1 Sierra Nevadas 


Jesse 
415-412-4040 


Santa Rosa 

Afternoons until closing at 6:30 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffee Company 

521 Fourth St. 

Peter Menetti 

(707) 869-5786 


Santa Rosa 

First and last Saturdays 
Rincon Valley Library 
6959 Montecito Blvd. 
Mike Haun 

(707) 537-0162 


Stanford 

Meets weekly during school year 
Michael Aigner 
maigner@stanford.edu 


Stockton 

Fridays 6-11 p.m. 

St. Andrews Lutheran Church 

4910 Claremont Ave 

Jacob Green 

(209) 942-2812 

jacobgreen@msn.com 

http://www. geocities.com/jacobgreen87/ 
STKNCHESS. html 


Stockton Delta Knights 
Sundays 1—4 p.m. 

First Baptist Church 

3535 N. El Dorado 

Jacob Green 
1-209-942-2812 

Visalia 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Borders Books and Music 
Mooney at Caldwell 

Allan Fifield 

(559) 734-2784 
hometown.aol.com/visaliachess/ 
myhomepage/profile.html 
Walnut Creek 

Tuesdays 6:30—10:30 p.m. 
Civic Park 

Broadway and Civic 
Clarence Lehman 

(925) 228-3257 


Yuba City 
Mondays and Weds. 7-11 p.m. 
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(al Chess Tournament Calendar 


April 

April 3-4 Sat-Sun Walter Lovegrove Memorial Senior (50 and over) Open, San Francisco | 
April 9-11 Sat Far West Open #4, Reno | 
April 24 Sat Imre Konig Memorial 6/45, San Francisco 


May 

May 1 Sat Visalia Spring Picnic, Visalia 

May 8-9 Sat-Sun Vallejo Chess Tournament, Vallejo 

May 15 Sat 4th Annual Charles Powell Memorial 6/45, San Francisco 

May 22-23 Sat-Sun Central California Adult & Scholastic Chess Congress, Stockton 
May 22-23 Sat-Sun 24th Annual San Joaquin Championship, Fresno 


June 
June 12-13 Sat-Sun 41st Arthur Stamer Memorial, San Francisco 

. 94 or NxPch 
July . Rd8+! then QxB+ 
July 17 Sat 4th Annual Charles Bagby Memorial G/45, San Francisco 1 a ponies 

. Nb5 
August | -QXR 
August 21 Sat 4th Annual Vladimir Pafnutieff 6/45, San Francisco 7 -' 

. a3 
September ef 





September 4-6 Sat-Mon CalChess Labor Day Championships 
September 25-26 Sat-Sun Frank Harris Tournament, Vallejo 


October 
October Sat Western States Open, Reno 
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CalChess U.S. Postage Paid 
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Menlo Park, CA 94026 Ridgecrest, CA 93555 


Chess Room Mechanics’ Institute 
57 Post St Ste 408 
San FranciscoCA94104-5106 
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Letter from the Editor 


fditing/writing the journal is a lonely and thankless business. To those who would like to see that change, send all 
hanks, cash and Pay Pals to eric@academicchess.com. To those naysayers who want to see more adult tournament 
gverage Or more Bay Area stories...please submit articles to eric@academicchess.com. For those ninnies who 
complained to my “boss” about the typpos they gloriously found last issue... as a Berkeley honor literature graduate I 
ipplaud your efforts!) And you have just been awarded the unpaid position of CC] proofreader! Email 
eric@academicchess.com to collect your prize! And although I am doing my best to cover Bay Area adult 
jurnaments...don’t kill the messenger if the scene seems thin and dull. This is a shout-out to all adult chess organizers 
io start throwing bigger, better and more events. Remember when Mechanics would throw big GM tournaments that 
were covered in the CCJ and in major chess book publications?! And to the benefactors of Mechanics...can you convince 
your titled players in residence to at least play in your Bay Area tournaments? We are a cosmopolitan city in the same 





hall park as New York or LA, but have a lagging chess scene not worthy of our glamour! I thought LA was known for its 
oyms, and cosmo surgeons...we are the ones known for cafes and book stores...let’s represent and bring some giant adult 
chess tournaments to SF! IM Donaldson put together a list of the 10 top players in the Bay Area (page 14). Only a few of 
them actually play chess in the Bay Area. I suggest we call them up at and bribe them with lunch or something to get 
them to participate in our events! I am tired of traveling to LA, Reno or Vegas to see a GM play! Let’s throw huge 
spectacular chess events, sell popcorn and soda, and give the GM’s a percentage of all concession sells. Check out the 
back cover for an example of how to throw a grand event. Boris Spassky does Reno! Brilliant! I bet Boris would love to 
do SF as well .... But as for now.... Even though we have the most thriving scholastic scene in the United States...our 
adult scene is in need. And the pressure has been on me not to be a scholastic oriented editor...so adult 
organizers...scholastic organizers are kicking your behinds! And it is up to you to step up to the plate and bust out a big 
oe! And then don’t forget to send your coverage and tournament ads to eric@academicchess.com. 


(ommemorating Fischer’s 60" birthday last April, I wanted my first issue as editor (last issue) to be the Bobby Fischer in 
ihe Bay Area issue...and then be finished with Fischer stories...but then breaking news about Fischer’s arrest make him 
an impossible subject to ignore. I realize this is the second consecutive Fischer issue...but hey...Fischer was mentioned 
on the front page of CNN last week....that is at least the equivalent of two CCJ covers. My April joke issue about 
Fischer’s return went off like a bombshell (downloaded over 15,000 times from www.academicchess.com alone). Thanks 
lo Fischer...1 am now on the chess map. I even received some free expensive chess gadgets to review! If I am going to 
realize my newly realized dream of achieving fortune and fame as a chess writer, Bobby Fischer is my big money ticket. 
§o to the Bay Area ninnies who accused me of being Fischer obsessed...boy were you wrong. I am self-obsessed...and 
through writing about Fischer I will finally be recognized and discovered as a chess writer like former editors Jim Eade 
(Chess for Dummies) and Eric Schiller (countless titles) ! By the way, Chess for Dummies is the second best selling chess 
book of all time behind Bobby Fischer Teaches Chess. Fischer is still the most recognized name in chess and Fischer 
sales. Maybe I will be able to sell that box in my garage of CCJ Fischer Issues for $4.50 each...and finance my first chess 
book! Is that how Eade and Schiller did it? Because Frisco and I would like to know! 





Talking about chess fame and riches, even though Fischer insulted Kasparov several times, Kasparov has decided to 


dedicate an entire book in his series on world champions to his former mentor...Bob. How much you wanna bet that will 


be Kasparov’s best selling book in the series? For an amazing Kasparov introspective on Fischer’s arrest, read the story 
‘Tischer’s Price”, in which Kasparov tries to come to grips with Fischer, a blessing and an embarrassment for chess all 
wrapped into one “flawed vessel.” I was pleased to get Wall Street Journal’s permission to print the story in its entirety 
lor our readership. Hats off to Kasparov for a well done piece... he can write almost as well as he plays Chess! (see page 
) Fischer’s Price.”) 


Leave it to Fischer to impassion writers everywhere. NM Kerry Lawless, came out of the woodwork to crank out a piece 
bout Hippy Chess, a first hand account of the Bay Area chess scene in the early 70’s (see story Recollections of Fischer 
tra page 7). Hanging around tournament chess players, I think Kerry was the only young man in that place and time, 
luck enough to be involved in a drug-free peer group! Talking about drug free...I was 5, living in my parents shack in 
idaho next to a potato farm just learning chess thanks to the Fischer boom. Read all about it in (My Generation/The 
Online Chess Era page 10)...and see where I now spend most of my time...and it is not in the cafes, bookstores, or some 
thriving chess club! 

Many thanks goes out to “Jail House” Bobby...who once again...created the event, the inspiration, and the public 
interest to make chess writing fun again! Thanks to Bobby this issue was a breeze. FREE BOBBY FISCHER!! Or at least 
sentence him to a Bay Area prison where an editor can have easy access. — Eric Hicks 
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Fischer’s BUST 





by Eric Hicks 


It is not often we get breaking news in the chess 
world. I woke up this morning and saw 6 missed 
calls on my cell phone with “did you hear the 
news” messages. Not since September 11" have I 
seen such a reaction to incoming news. And 
although Fischer’s bust has little impact on the 
world scene (it happened on the same day as 
Martha Stewart’s sentence to prison) to my friends 
in the chess world it was a bombshell. 

Bobby Fischer was detained July 15th by Japanese 
Tokyo's Narita 
International Airport. Fischer had a one way ticket 


immigration authorities at 
to the Philippines and was probably planning to 
change residence. Fischer was held at the request 
of United States custom officials, on charges 
stemming from the 1992 come-back Chess Match 
against Spassky, in which Fischer earned $3.3 
million dollars prize money in a “war zone’, 
violating U.S. sanctions against Yugoslavia. 


Before this tournament, Fischer infamously read a 
letter from the state department, ordering him not 
to play in Yugoslavia, a war zone that economic 
sanctions had been placed on. On_ national 
television, Bobby spit on the letter in defiance. 
Now, a dozen years later, Fischer faces deportation 
to the United States where he faces criminal 
charges and probable jail time. 


Undoubtedly the increased U.S. pressure to bust 
Fischer stems from the Philippine radio address on 
September 11, 2001, in which Fischer celebrated 
the terrorist attack on the United States using foul 
language and even fouler logic. Since Fischer was 
already a fugitive, it was probably a no-brainer for 
U.S. officials to crack the whip, find him and bring 
him in. Fischer had become loose cannon with no 
supporters, and an easy target to hammer for US 
authorities. 


It is hard for a chess player such as myself to come 
to grips with the Fischer situation. It is strange 
when the biggest hero of my childhood (see 
Internet era story), turns out to be such a foul 
spouting monster. I have justified it to myself, as 


many chess players 
do, that Fischer is 
obviously insane, and 
can not help his 
bizarre behavior and 
hateful words. Many 
of the groups he has 
attacked he is deeply 
involved with. For 
example Fischer is 
outwardly anti- 
semantic, but both 
parents are Jewish. 


But one thing is for 
certain, Fischer will have to answer to what he has 
said, and what he has done. 


Many chess players have dreamed of the day that 
Fischer comes home. Few of us expected that day 
would come. But none expected that Fischer 
would return home Michael Jackson style, 
disgraced and in handcuffs. 


Chalk him up on the list of celebrities in legal 
battles. But to a chess player, Bobby Fischer is 
more than a celebrity...he is the best chess player 
who has ever lived. 


One dream scenario for a chess player, is that 
Fischer is brought back, forced into Psychiatric 
care, and then comes out of the mental hospital a 
new stable man and ready to take back the World 
Championship he lost during his delusional days. 
Maybe being forced back to the United States will 
force him to confront his inner demons, do his 
time, and then turn to making a decent living as an 
upstanding citizen chess player. Another bright 
chess player scenario is Fischer will play chess in 
prison... US Prisons are known for their chess 
playing community (see article, “Chess in Prison” 
and Fischer will be able to win the respect of fellow 
inmates if he crushes them at chess. Only time will 
tell what craziness will ensue.... It is news like this 
that excites me for tomorrow. 
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Fischer's Price 
By GM Garry Kasparov 


our thanks to The Wall Street Journal for allowing us to reprint this amazing Kasparov commentary -editor 


The stunning news of Bobby Fischer's detention in 
Japan came at a moment in which the American 
former world chess champion was already very 
much on my mind. I am currently finishing the 
fourth of my six-volume series on the game's great 
players and it is precisely this volume of which 
Robert James Fischer, forever known as Bobby, is 


the star. 





Kasparov with new book (Photo: Chessbase) 


This project has involved going over hundreds of 


Fischer's chess games in minute detail. It also 
means trying to understand the man behind the 
moves and the era in which he made them. 


Despite his short stay at the top there is little to 
debate about the chess of Bobby Fischer. He 
changed the game in a way that hadn't been seen 
since the late 19th century. The gap between Mr. 
fischer and his contemporaries was the largest 
ever. He. single handedly revitalized a game that 
had been stagnating under the control of the 
Communists of the Soviet sports hierarchy. 


When Bobby Fischer rocketed to the top of the 
chess world in the early 1970s he was a fine wine in 
allawed vessel. His contributions to the game, both 
at the board and from a commercial perspective, 
were nothing short of a revolution in the chess 





world. At the same time, his brittle and abusive 
character showed cracks that deepened with his 
every step toward the highest title. 


Today, it is hard to imagine the sensation of Mr. 
Fischer's success when he wrested the world 
championship Spassky in 
Reykjavik, Iceland, in 1972. In the middle of the 


away from Boris 
Cold War, the Brooklyn-raised iconoclast took the 
crown from the well-oiled Soviet machine that had 
dominated the chess world for decades. And this 
after he barely showed up for the match at all, and 


then lost the first game and forfeited the second! 


Partially due to Mr. Fischer's outrageous behavior 
leading up to and during the "match of the 
century, the international media coverage was 
incredible. The games were shown live around the 
world. I was nine years old and already a strong 
club player when the Fischer-Spassky match took 
place, and I followed the games avidly. Fischer, 
who had crushed two other Soviet grandmasters 
on his march to the title match, nonetheless had 
many fans in the Soviet Union. They respected his 
chess, of course, but many quietly enjoyed his 
individuality and independence. 
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After the match ended in a convincing victory for 


the American, the world was at his feet. Chess was 
on the cusp of becoming a commercially successful 
sport for the first time. Mr. play, 
nationality and natural charisma created a unique 
opportunity. He was a 


Fischer's 


national hero whose 
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popularity rivaled that of Muhammad Ali. (Would 
the secretary of state have called Ali before a fight 
the way Henry Kissinger called Mr. Fischer?) Sales 
of chess sets and books boomed, and tournament 
prize funds soared. With Bobby Fischer in the 
lead, chess was headed for the popularity of golf 
and tennis. 


With glory, however, comes responsibility and 
tremendous pressure. Mr. Fischer couldn't bring 
himself to play again. He spent three years away 
from the board before the precious title he had 
worked his entire life for was forfeited without the 
push of a pawn in 1975. 


Astronomical amounts of money were offered to 
lure him back. He could have played a match 
against the new champion, Anatoly Karpov, for an 
unheard of $5 million. Opportunities abounded, 
but Mr. Fischer's was a purely destructive force. He 
demolished the Soviet chess machine but could 
build nothing in its place. He was the ideal 
challenger -- but a disastrous champion. 


The conventional wisdom says that Bobby Fischer 
was a guileless and petulant child who just wanted 
his own way. I believe he was conscious of all his 
actions and the psychological effect his behavior 
had on his opponents. The gentlemanly Mr. 
Spassky was ill-prepared to deal with the 
belligerent American in Reykjavik. In 1975, Mr. 
Fischer's challenger was the young Mr. Karpov, 
whom I would later meet in five consecutive world 
championship matches. 


Unable to even contemplate defeat, Mr. Fischer 
left chess. Bereft of the only thing he had ever 
wanted to do in his life, he turned his destructive 
energies inward, espousing a_ virulent anti- 
Semitism -- despite his own Jewish heritage. 


The Fischer drama had a final act in 1992, when, 
almost 50 years old, he was brought out of 
seclusion by the lure of millions to play a rematch 
against Mr. Spassky in war-torn Yugoslavia in 
violation of international sanctions. The chess was 
predictably rusty, although there were a few 
flashes of the old Bobby brilliance. His mental 
stability, however, had atrophied even more 


Gary Kasparov, is the world’s top ranked chess player... 





during the 20 years of solitude. Later, Mr. Fischer's 
profane remarks would span from accusations of 
Jewish conspiracies to a welcoming of the events of 
9/11. 


Despite the ugliness of his decline, Bobby Fischer 
deserves to be remembered for the great things he 
did for chess and for his immortal games. I would 
prefer to focus on not letting his personal tragedy 
become a tragedy for chess. 
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An entire generation of top American players 
learned the game as kids thanks to Mr. Fischer. 
Today's flourishing scholastic chess movement 
could be harmed as his woes and beliefs make 
headlines around the world. People may believe 
that this is what happens when a genius plays chess 
-- instead of what happens when a fragile mind 
leaves his life's work behind. 
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Recollections of the Post-Fischer SF 


Bay Area Chess Scene 
by NM Kerry Lawless 








\fter my discharge from the Navy, I returned to California in December of 1972. Bobby Fischer had just 
yon the World Chess Championship and the newspapers and magazines were full of it. The California chess 
playing community was heady with delight. In my absence, new chess clubs, tournament sites, and chess 
coffee houses had blossomed like mushrooms. Non-chessplayers were instantly attentive when they learned 
that you were a “chessplayer”. While visiting my father in Hollywood, I went to a corner café and pulled out 
achess set to gO Over some games. A pretty waitress sat down with me and wanted to know if my name was 
Bobby. When I admitted that I wasn’t even a master, much less a grandmaster (she didn’t know the 
difference), she didn’t desert me but stayed to talk. I caught the bug and as an ‘A’ player decided to do 
whatever it took to become a professional chess master. 





3 ~ 


Back in the San Francisco Bay Area, desperate for a quick chess fix, I went to the Mechanics’ Institute on 
Christmas Day. Fellow chess junkie Bob Hammie who had arrived long before me, was going over games, 


jist waiting for a pigeon. The chess room was like a tomb. Every sound was magnified. We played for 
hours. I almost came out even. 





Aweek or so later, I happened to wander in again and the place was alive with players and onlookers. 
Through a smoky haze, I saw older gentlemen in suits mingling with longhaired hippies. Serious chess- 








ladder games were being played right next to frenetic one-minute pieces-all-over-the-floor clock games. The 
MI Director (who knew me) pointed me to a locked side room. After admonishing me to be very quiet, he let | 
me in to watch a match between chessmasters Jude Acers and George Kane. Later, in the main chess room | 
came upon Chess Master Larry Gilden holding court with an impromptu speech laced with chess theory and 
philosophy. He didn’t have the charisma of a Jude Acers, but I found his ideas utterly fascinating. | Stayed 
listening so long, that after the crowd had drifted away he gave me a chess lesson on the power of the 
fiachettoed Bishop on a long diagonal. He wouldn’t accept money, but he did let me buy him dinner at the 
Chinese\American all-you-can-eat diner that was just around the corner. 








The year was still new when I finally found a Friday night to visit the famous Berkeley Chess Club. The long ° 
room contained many dozens of tables and hundreds of people, most of them playing chess in comparative 
quiet. I’d never seen so many players and rated games in one place before. The low murmur of kibitzers 
was more noticeable in front of the pairings tables manned by Martin Morrison and his sidekick Elwin 
Meyers. They were exhorting the speed players to go over to a room on the other side of the Y.M.C.A. The 
place got a little noisier when two people had the idea of simultaneously setting out their used chess book 
collections for sale on opposite sides of the room. I do believe that the double noise threat allowed both 
parties to sell more books before Martin was able to get around to banishing them to the skittles room. | 
followed the books and ended up playing 5-minute chess for the next couple of hours. While I was playing, 
several people told me about a chess playing café that was just down Telegraph Avenue. I decided to leave 


the club early. 


As I entered the dimly lit front portion of Hardcastles Café I was struck by two things; the strong sweet smell 
of marihuana and the beautiful blond hippy woman who just happened to be giving me the once over. | 
avoided locking eyes with her by going to the order window for a drink. Almost immediately, I felt her body 
rub against my back. When she very sweetly indicated that she was hungry and would love it if I bought her 
dinner... couldn’t get my wallet out fast enough. Later, I went back to see the chess players. Expert Murray 
Turnbull was in the corner taking on all comers in an ongoing speed game. Even though there were a lot of 
strong masters in the room that would have beat him in an all night session, their percentage of wins wouldnt 
have netted them enough money to warrant the effort. So, he was taking money from a succession of ‘A’ and 
‘B’ players. Sadly, after watching for about a half hour, I concluded that I was no match for him. While 
waiting to play him, I began looking around and noticed that there seemed to be an awful lot of drug deals 
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taking place, easily equal to the amount of chess games being played. Tim, a friend, offered to treat me to a 
dinner at Kip’s if I gave him a lesson. As I was pretty broke, away we went. 


Kip’s menu was pretty basic, pizza, beer, and the best hamburgers in Berkeley. Because they stayed open till 
midnight, it had become the accepted after-the-Berkeley-Chess-Club meeting place. There were five or six 
games (with greasy chess sets) going on while we ate. Pawn to pepperoni six...check. Tim offered to give me 
a ride back to San Leandro, which I readily accepted. But first, we had to stop at an all night chess hangout 





that he knew about. 


The International (Student) House or I-House had a 
large central meeting lounge where chess players 
could play all night. The front door was always 
locked. We had to wait by the front door for one of 
the dorm residents to come out. Only a two-minute 
wait and we were in. There were only about three 
games going on. Apparently Bob Hammie had just 
left, so I had no real competition. As we played, the 
chess gossip flew hot and heavy. Most of it was 
about chessmaster Roy Ervin. Seems he had been 
playing and winning a lot of late night speed-chess 
sessions on the U.C. campus with strong masters and 
senior masters. The general consensus was that he’d 
probably be the next titled U.S. player. 


I got home about 4:00am, just in time for a couple hours of sleep before going to an early morning class at 
Chabot College. That afternoon, I played skittles chess against all comers in the college lounge before going 
on to the Cherryland Café for dinner and a night of chess. 


Yes, it was a heady time for chessplayers...and Fischer’s rein had Just begun!!! 





Editor Note: NM Kerry Lawless is the historical consul for Cal Chess. He has done a terrific job of amassing California 


chess magazines, games, pictures, and articles on his California Chess history site www.chessdr 


iad.com. We applaud his 





' forts! Kerry continues to be a true resource to the California chess player! 


; 
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206004..the Online Chess Era 
By Erie Hicks 


When I first read Kerry Lawless’s article of playing chess in the early 70’s during Fischer’s meteoric rise, | got 
tear in the mouth sentimental even though I was a five year old at the time. I remember clearly following the 
news of the Fischer 1972 championship and how my father became mesmerized by chess, and would have 
chess get togethers in the basement of our house. In our Idaho basement a few friendly matches a week 
would take place...far away from the thriving scene Kerry was experiencing in the Bay Area...but hey...even 
in Idaho chess had a pulse.. By hanging out with my father during these informal chess meets, I too learned 
chess, dreaming of becoming like Fischer, and becoming an American hero through the valiant game of 
chess, and finally winning the respect of my father. Well as it turns out at age 14 I did score a major victory, 
but it wasn’t the World Junior Championship or the United States Open, it was beating my father for the first 
time at chess. Take note that the scene I was experiencing was far from USCF Rated chess. Neither my dad 
nor any of his friends were rated chess players... 


I told my wife, who is a fellow chess player, after reading the story, how lucky Kerry was to experience chess, 
and experience the East Bay, especially Berkeley at that 
time as an adult chess player. I was a Berkeley student, in 
the 90’s and the campus was full of pictures from the early 
60’s late 70’s, back when the entire campus and student 
body were full of life and in the national spotlight. To 
experience that, a thriving chess scene, and have an 
American world champion to follow must have been a 
chess player’s dream. 


At first I became bitter, comparing Kerry’s young adult 
years to the ones I have reached my adulthood in. Kerry 
got to follow Fischer as a young, dashing superhero...we 
experience Fischer as a foul mouthed and decrepit 
accused criminal on the run. Then he was a Life cover 
story, front page on major newspapers...today he is a back 
page oddity for everyone to exhale “pathetic” as they 
read. Back then, the world got to see Fischer crush MIT's 
super computer so badly that no one could imagine a 
computer ever beating a super master. These days, we saw 
a refrigerator sized computer humiliate and upset our 
world champion chess human who actually uttered 
“cheating” as a sad excuse after the match. We don’t have cool hippies playing chess; our chess scenes are 
comparatively dry and small. We do not have many American GM’s who are interesting outside the chess 
board. And reflecting the sad state of American chess, the USCF is petering on bankruptcy...our beloved 
Chess Life Magazine diminishing in size and content. (Elizabeth Shaughnessy to the rescue!) 


But then I realized we live in a different era of chess, and when I thought about it, it is just as exciting as the 
60’s and 70’s Fischer era. We live in the online chess era. Today the chess scene is exploding even though the 
café’s and chess clubs are empty. In the online chess communities, chess is truly thriving. When I started 
playing chess, even in the relatively active scene of Southern California, I would have to take an hour long 
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jus ride in hopes of finding a game, and be lucky to find an opponent of my own level. Now anyone 
mywhere with an internet connection can find a worthy opponent easily. It has become super easy to find a 
game of chess, and at least in the online communities chess is exploding. There are chess servers with 
housands of users logged on in any time of the day. The Internet Chess Club (ICC) regularly has 
Grandmasters and even World Champions playing speed chess for all logged on to watch. In the last world 
hampionship I was able to watch the games live on the internet, with live GM commentary! 


(hess has become infinitely accessible. Because of this thousands of players have erupted into the chess 
yene...not only new players but inactive players as well. Also players, especially young computer literate 
layers, are able find good games anytime. Here in the Bay Area I know many masters (and in fact most 
masters that I know) are inactive in tournament chess. But every master I know plays online chess. In fact 
Bobby Fischer himself was rumored to 
play speed chess on ICC against fellow 
Grandmasters. 


When I started my own chess server 
(www.chess.ac), I realized that there are 
many people who spend a great portion of 
their life playing online chess. It is not 
uncommon to meet players who spend 8 
hours a day online playing chess. Online 
chess has effectively replaced coffee shops 
for casual chess games, and online chess 
dwarves live tournament chess. 


J am not saying that online chess is better 
than live chess...I think interacting people 
Sa significant part of life, and I am not sure if staring into a computer screen counts as people 
meraction...but I am pointing out the fact that the online chess phenomenal is nothing short of a boom and 
schanging the face of chess everywhere. 


Great Places to Play Online Chess! 


CC Internet Chess Club — www.chessclub.com The slickest chess interface out there! This is 
he premier place on the web for speed chess. More grandmasters play here than anywhere else. You can log in 
ior free as a guest and watch all the games, or sign-up for an account to get a username and rating. $49 for adult 
nembership per year, $29 for kids. 





CH ESS.AC www.chess.ac A great SF based site for kids and adults. The chess.ac is a non-profit site 
hat is completely free with no advertisements for all users. It is based on a unique interface that is a 
tombination between postal chess and live chess. The idea is you can play many games at once, and log in 
very so often to see if anyone has moved. Many kids and coaches are playing on this site. Great site for the 
‘tudents who are learning because it is an interface designed for casual, un-timed games. 


PO Oo Chess - www.pogo.com Quickly replacing AOL’s chess rooms as the place for non tournament 
WWW.pogo.com p 
layers to play casual chess. Super slick interface. Free to play but be prepared for lots of advertisements. 
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By Eric Hicks | 


Chess has been a booming activity in American 
prisons since, well the conception of American 
prisons. In fact, back in year 1220, way before 
America was even dreamed of it was recorded 
that political prisoner Conradon was playing 
Chess in prison to keep his mind off his upcoming 
execution. Because it is a quiet activity that is 
nearly impossible to get bored of, Chess is an 
ideal activity for both prisoner and prison keeper 
in prison where video games and other hand-held 
devices are banned. Most prisons have chess 
books as part of their prison library, except in one 
bizarre case where it was decided in an Oregon 
maximum security prison that chess book 
included code (chess notation) and therefore 
should not be allowed in prison. This band was 
lifted when FM Schiller called the Oregon 
Governor’s office and complained on the behalf 
of all Oregon prisoners, and the chess book ban 
was immediately lifted in Oregon. According to 
Schiller there are still several states that do not 
allow chess books in their prisons. 


Recently, there have been several chess masters on 
the outside who go to prisons and play many 
prisoners at once (simul). Former Bay Area Chess 
Master, and prolific chess writer Jude Acres travels 
the country giving simuls in America’s Maximum 
security prisons, and was surprised at the playing 
strength of the players. It is not uncommon for Jude 
to lose a few games in these prison tours, and 
inmates will study chess for months when they hear 
Jude Acres is coming through. Of course if Fischer 
is jailed, we may find many chess masters visiting 
prison to play in a simul...but playing on the other 
side of the board against one really strong prisoner. 


Prison is an environment conducive to studying and 
playing chess. Locked in a cell with nothing to do, a 
person even slightly interested in chess, with a 
chess book can pass the time effortlessly. 


Rev. Earl Smith, the current chaplain at the 
notorious Maximum Security Prison San Quentin, is 








a big suporter of chess in prison. Since chess is so 


popular in San Quentin, Smith plays with the 
inmates as a way to get eye to eye with them, and 
engage them in an activity they respect and love. 
"Sometimes I would let them win or extend the 
game so I could learn more about them ... so they 
would talk," said Smith, who's been the prison's 
chaplain since 1983. Smith has even played chess 
with Charles Manson, the notorious serial killer. 
Manson, who was transferred out of San Quentin in 
1989, loved to talk. The first time Smith approached B 
him about playing chess, Manson went on a rant. 





"This is my world! I'm in charge!" Manson yelled. ig 
Smith just walked away. | 
The next time Smith came to play chess, Manson 
was more relaxed and receptive. 2 
"Hey, you gonna play me?" he snapped. 
Chess is so popular in San Quentin, that even on ( 
death row and in Maximum Security Lock Down, 
prisoners play each other by shouting out the moves 
between their cages.The library has close to 100 
chess books and 60 chess sets which are always 
checked out. 

Pa 
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For many years I have been friends with a Bay Area Chess is a staple of prison life, and is an excellent 


_ chess master who was a former San Quentin inmate. environment for studying chess. If Fischer is dished 
' Unlike any other master I have known or heard of, out the 10 year prison sentence he is faced with, it 
he reached master strength while incarcerated in may be just what the chess world needs. In prison, 
- San Quentin’s...Went in as an A-player, came out a certainly Fischer will play chess again...and no 
2300 level player. Because this Master is now an longer will his games be in quit seclusion...guards 
upstanding citizen, still living in the Bay Area and and inmates will take note, and perhaps take 
does not want this part of his life to be public notation. My prediction is the crime rate across 
knowledge, we will refer to my friend as Master X America will explode, with tons of crazy chess 
for the rest of this article. Master X claims that it players committing crimes in hope of being thrown 
was his strength at chess that kept him on the same in the same prison as Fischer. 
level as the other inmates. Since chess was such a 
big activity in San Quentin, and him being In terms of what if could do for chess, Fischer doing 
unofficial prison champion, he was respected and hard time, might actually be a good thing. Who 
protected by other inmates. While in San Quentin knows....he may come out of prison a contender! 
Master X read every chess book he could get a hold 
of, and when he got out, quickly obtained master Finally, to finish this story we will include a chess 
level, winning plenty of prize money on his way up game of one of the most noted chess playing 
which helped him to get on his feet. prisoners of all time (to be surpassed soon by GM 


Fischer) IM Norman Whitaker who spent 18 years 
in another notorious Bay Area prison, Alcatraz, for 
his side involvement in the Lindbergh kidnapping. 
Here is a game where he nearly defeats chess 
legend Capablanca, who has the least recorded 
losses of any chess champion in history. Even 
coming close to beating Capablanca is a tremendous 
feat. Capablanca as black played aggressively in the 
opening and thought he was winning a pawn, but 
actually he had fallen into a trap. Whitaker won 
back the pawn with 12. Bxc4. Capablanca did not 
dare to capture the bishop because of 12. .... dxc4 
13. Nxc4 Qb5 14. Nd6+ Ke7 15. Ne4 Nd5 16. Bd6+ 
winning Capablanca's queen.” 


x 


amar 


es 
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White: Whitaker 
Black: Capablanca New York 1913 


I.d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 d6 3. Nc3 d5 4. Bf e6 5. e3 Bb4 6. Bd3 c5 7. O-O c4 8. Be2 Bxc3 9. bxc3 Ne4 10. Qel Oad 
Il. Nd2 Nxc3 12. Bxc4 Nc6 13. Nb3 Qb4 14. Bd3 Na4 15. Qe2 O-O 16. Qh5 f5 17. g4 Qe7 18. gxf5 exfd 19. 
Khl Nb2 20. Be2 Nc4 21. Nc5 b6 22. Qf3 bxc5 23. Qxd5+ Be6 24. Qxc6 Rac8 25. Qg? cxd4 26. exd4 Od7 
47. c3 Rf6 28. Rg] Rg6 29. Qh3 Bd5+ 30. £3 Rg4 31. Rxg4 fxg4 32. Qe3 OfS 33. Rel h5 34. h3 RB 35. Bxc4 
bxc4 36. Bd6 Rf6 37. Be5 Rg6 38. Kh2 Bd5 39. Qf4 Qc2+ 40. Rg2 Qd3 41. hxg4 Bxf8 42. Rd2 Of 43. g5 
Qhl+ 44. Kg3 Bd5 45. Rf2 h4+ 46. Kg4 h3 47. Rb2 Be6+ 48. Kh5 Kh7 49. Re2 Qd] .. 0-150. Qd2 Og! 51. 
Oi Bd5 52. Rd2 Bg2 53. Kh4 Kg8 54. Rb2 Kh7 55. c4 Qel+ 56. Kg4 Qel 57. d5 Bxd5+ 58. Og3 Be6+ 59. 
KIS Qfl + 60. Ke3 Qxc4 61. Bd4 Qcl+ 62. Rd2 Bc4 63. Qh4+ Kg8 64. Be5 Re6 65. Qd4 h2 66. Qd8+ Kh7 

0-1 (Whitaker loses) 
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Bay Area Top 10 Players 
By IM John Donaldson 


January 2004 Bay Area FIDE Top Ten 


The following list is restricted to players who have 
played at least 10 FIDE rated games over the last two 
years and excludes those who have been inactive like 
GMs Biyiasas and Tarjan as well as [Ms Addison, 
Kaplan, McCambridge, Whitehead and Winslow. 





I. GM Yermolinsky 2566 

2. IM Donaldson 2460 

3. GM Browne 2455 

4. IM DeGuzman 2439 

5. IM Bhat 2431 

6. [M-elect Mezentsev 2385 

7, FM Pruess 2376 Wanna know how Donaldson and Yermo _ 






8. FM Zilberstein 2370 
9. WGM Baginskaite 2336 
10. IM Rey 2334 


made it to the top? Books and computers! _ 





Mark Pinto International 
by IM John Donaldson 


The Mechanics’ Institute Chess Club will proudly host the Mark Pinto International from July 21 - August I. 
‘This Category 3 (approx. 2322 FIDE average) event, with a score of 7.5 from 11 necessary for an IM norm, is 
named after National Master and M.I. Trustee Mark Pinto as a small thank you for all the time and 
generosity he has given the Institute over the years. The Mechanics' Chess Club would never have been able 
to offer the many programs it has without his constant support. Thanks Mark! 


The Pinto International will feature an interesting field with IMs Enrico Sevillano, Ricardo DeGuzman and 
Odondoo Ganbold and MI members Dmitry Zilberstein (2 IM norms), David Pruess (1 IM norm) and Alan 
Stein (1 IM norm) next by rating. Other participants include FMs Frank Thornally, Bela Evans and Richard 
Lobo plus NMs Shivkumar Shivaji and Michael Aigner as well as WFM Tuvshintogs Batchimeg. Participants 
come from Mongolia, England, Philippines and the United States. 


The Mark Pinto International is one of a continuing series of international events at the Mechanics’ offering 
norm opportunities that since the end of 1998 have produced 2 GM norms and 16 IM norms. Pointing to the 
lack of opportunities in the United States, particularly on the West Coast, Vinay Bhat and Vladimir 
Mezentsev made all their IM norms at the MI, while Jesse Kraai and Cyrus Lakdawala made two each. Only 
one player rated below USCF 2450 has ever made an IM norm at the Mechanics', FM Richard Lobo in 2000. 





Page 14 CalChess Journal August 2004 


Camping With The Goring Gambit 
NM Roger Poehimann 





Starting position: after 3. ....dc 


Soon after learning the opening principles, many junior 
players take “Knights before bishops” a bit too literally and 
begin playing nothing but Queen Pawn Games and the Four 
Knights Opening. These openings are solid but unexciting. 
Gambits, while not favored in high level chess, produce 
positions that are rich in tactical possibilities and give young 
players a chance to practice their attacking skills. So, at the 
camps in Walnut Creek and Danville hosted by the Berkeley 
Chess School this June and July, I showed the kids a few 
dashing Danish and Goring Gambit games and then made 
them play recorded games from the position reached after 
l.e4 eS 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 ed 4.c3 de: 


I explained that White has two choices now. The first is 
5.Nxc3, where White has a lead in development to 
compensate for his sacrificed pawn. The second is 5.Bc4, 
which invites 5...cb 6.Bxb2 when Black is up two pawns but 
White has a much stronger attack. Keep in mind that these 


youngsters have no tournament experience. They are just 
learning how to record their moves and tactics like forks and 
pins are totally new to them. Only a few players in the class had heard of the en passant rule. 


Game 1: The Pawn-Grabber 


In this game, Black grabbed every pawn he possibly 
could, perhaps hoping to win in the endgame. 


).Bc4 cb 6.Bxb2 Nf6 7.0-O Nxe4?? 


To a kid, that looks like a free pawn. But Black has 
enough pawns to win—what he needs to do is catch 
up in development and get castled. And until 
you've grabbed a pawn like that yourself and been 
burned, you don’t appreciate the danger. 


8.Rel £5 9.Qd5! Qe7 


Black didn’t want to move a pawn off the sensitive 
{7 square or line up his King and Queen on the 
same file, but how else to try to save the knight? 


10.Qxf5 d5 11.Qxd5 Be6 12.Qxe4 Bxc4 13.Qxc4 
and White went on to win. 


Game 2: The Premature Attack 


We all like to attack. But when you attack with 
only one piece, it will usually backfire. 


5.Ng5? 


Hey, the choices were 5.Bc4 and 5.Nxc3! Maybe 
White remembers a Morphy game where Ng5 was a 
strong attacking idea. But in this position, the 
knight is acting alone without any support. Black 
could “kick” this rapidly advancing horse with 
...h6, forcing Smarty Jones to either retreat back to 
f3 or to charge into the f7 pawn. But Black finds a 
better line: 


5...cb! 6.Bxb2 Qxg5 7.g3? Bc5 8.0-O Nf6 9.h4? 
Actually, White tried playing f4 first but discovered 


that it was illegal. White should be bringing out his 
pieces instead of making pawn moves that make 


SS EEE 
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one-move threats but also create weaknesses around 6.Nxc3 Be7?! 7.0-O 


the king. 
Here 7.Qb3 would have caused me some headaches. 
9...Qxg3+! 10.Kh1 Bxf2 11.Bxf6 Qh3 mate I should have played 6...Nf6 first. 
Black’s attack combined the power of the Queen 7...Nf6 8.Qb3 O-O 9.Bg5 Na5 
and Bishop; poetic justice for White’s premature 
attack. The class cut me some slack on the “Knight on the 


rim is dim” rule since it’s going to be trading for 
Game 3: The Big Chicken White’s bishop. 


10.Qa4 Nxc4 11.Bxf6 Bxf6 12.Qxc4 Be6 13.Nd5 


We had an odd number of players so I had to play A 


Black. That a 2290 player defeats a 10-year-old 
boy who didn’t know algebraic notation two days 
ago is not surprising. What is interesting is that his 
opening play is of much higher quality than one 
would expect from such a new player. 


Here White played 14.Rac1? and lost a piece, but 
after the superior 14.Nxf6+ Qxf6 15.Qb4 Qe7 
16.Rad1 White still has pressure for the pawn. 


For the small investment of a pawn in these 
gambits, White gets not only a development 
advantage and attacking chances, but also a position 
that is easier to play. By this we mean that White 
has moves available which follow classical opening 
principles and which are tactically sound. Black 
has to play accurately to reach a decent 
middlegame, but for White the right moves are not 
hard to find. When facing a much stronger 
opponent, choosing a gambit is an excellent 
practical choice to create attacking chances and 
maximize your chance for an upset. 


5.Bc4 d6 


The kids enjoyed telling me how I shouldn’t block 
in my bishop on f8. I didn’t want to take on b2 and 
give my opponent so much of a lead on 
development. In fact, I wouldn’t have accepted the 
first pawn, given the choice! I’m a Big Chicken, 
you see. In the opening I just want a piece of the 
center, healthy development, and a safe King. I 
don’t want a position where one misstep could 
mean disaster. 
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Danish Dynamite 
By Eric Hicks 


Roger Poehlmann’s-idea of teaching the Danish and 
Goring Gambit to young children is not as outlandish as 
some chess opening purists may accuse. Noted Bay Area 
coach Richard Shorman has for years taught his students 
the Danish Gambit, and in fact the popularity of the 
Danish Gambit in the Bay Area can be attributed to 
Richard’s students past and present who not only use the 
Danish Gambit in skittles and tournament games, but 
sometimes teach it to their own students. Richard 
believes the Danish Gambit is good to teach to children 
because it is fun, and fun is more important than 
Grandmaster technique when you are learning the game. 
Although the Danish Gambit has a reputation of being 
unsound, the best lines against it merely equalize. 
Grandmasters stopped playing it because they need as 
slight advantage with white, considering both sides 
playing perfectly. But what is effective and necessary in 
grandmaster play is completely different than what 
holds up in amateur play. Many amateur players make 
the mistake of picking their opening lines according to 
what is vogue at the world champion level. Rather than 
play what the grandmasters play, wanna-be 
grandmasters should play what the grandmasters did 
play when they were lesser players. And dashing 
gambits are in the former repertoires of many x-world 
champions. A great example of this is even though 
Bobby Fischer wrote the article that busted the King’s Gambit, and caused the King’s Gambit to almost 
completely disappear from Grandmaster play, Fischer would still play the King’s Gambit when playing 
amateur players. Why? He wanted to finish them off quick! 








Danish Gambit has become an obscure opening, and has actually become a potent surprise weapon in 
amateur chess. Several of Shorman’s students who are now Bay Area chess masters, stili use the Danish 
Gambit in tournament play. For example, NM Kerry Lawless plays the Danish Gambit regularly and has 
actually had a positive score against other masters with it! 


The Danish Gambit forces both sides to drop book knowledge and play with tactical intuition. The biggest 
complaint I have of learning students is they are so opening focused, that they forget about the core of 
Chess...tactics. It was ex-world Champion Lasker who said, “Chess is 99% tactics.” Well if there is an opening 
that is 99% tactical based, that would be the Danish Gambit....and playing it forces you to play tactics to 
survive. Once white sacrifices two pawns for a superior attacking position, white is forced to attack to prevent 
black from consolidating. It is this simple principle that makes the Danish, and other gambits, such a great 
tool for teaching the essence of chess (tactics) to students, while still satisfying the opening curiosity that most 
beginning players tend to have. 


When you learn the Danish Gambit, you are not memorizing openings but learning tactical themes. The best 
way to learn the Danish is just to play through many games in which the opening was played. Of course the 
best games ever played from this and other gambits are games from such fearless players as Paul Morphy and 
Joseph Blackburne. 
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Danish Miniatures 


What follows is a collection of short Danish Gambits that I have clipped for your viewing pleasure. I picked 
these games because of their fun and exciting nature. All you need to do ts play through these games, 
understand the tactical motifs, and you will be ready to crank out some Danish Dynamite in your next blitz, 
kibitz, or even tournament game! Shock and shake the chess world! 

Linden F. - Machussky - 1863 Paris (France) 

1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. 204 cxb2 5. &xb2 2b4 6. Ac3 Af6 7. Age2 “Axe4 8. O-O Axc3 9, 
O\xc3 &xc3 10. &xc3 Wg5 11. Het Gd8 12. f4 Wxf4 13. 2xg7 Hg8 14. Wg4 Wd6 15. 2F6 [1:0] 


Falkbeer E. - Zytogorski - 1870 Austria 
1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. 2c4 Wh4 4. We2 2b4 5. c3 dxc3 6. bxc3 &c5 7. A3 Wh5 8. g4 Wxga 9. 
&xf7 Sf8 10. Hgi Wh3 11. Hg3 [1:0] 


Charousek R. - Volner - 1893 Vienna (Austria) 

1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. &c4 ATE 5. Af3 Bc5 6. Axc3 d6 7. O-O O-O 8. Ag5 h6 9. Axf7 
Hxf7 10. e5 Ag4 11. e6 Wh4 12. exf7 Sf8 13. Bf4 Axf2 14. We2 Ag4 15. Shi Sd7 16. Hae 
4\c6 17. We8 Hxe8 18. fxe8=W4 2xe8 19. 2xd6# [1:0] 


Mieses J. - Marshall F. - 1903 Monte Carlo (Monaco) 

1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. 204 cxb2 5. 2xb2 d6 6. Ae2 AcE 7. O-O &e6 8. 2.d5 ATE 9. M3 
Wc8 10. Af4 Ad8 11. &xf6 gxf6 12. And c6 13. He1 Be7 14. WF Hg8 15. Axf6 Bxf6 16. Wxt6 
cxd5 17. exd5 Hg6 18. Wh8 2d7 19. Ac3 &xd5 20. We8 Sc7 21. Axd5 Sb8 22. Hact c6 23. 
Hxc6 bxc6 24. Hb1# [1:0] 


Mieses J. - Pillsbury H. - 1903 Monte Carlo (Monaco) 

1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. 2c4 Af6 5. Axc3 d6 6. e5 We7 7. Af3 Abd7 8. O-O Axed 9. 
4\xe5 dxe5 10. He1 c6 11. 8g5 h6 12. 2h4 g5 13. 293 Ad7 14. WS f6 15. Ae4 Bg7 16. Hadt 
d8 17. Bd6 &c7 18. Wa3 He8 19. Hedi Ab6 20. Wad 2f5 21. Ac5d Had8 22. WYxa7 [1:0] 


Perlasco - Grassi - 1907 Como (italy) 
1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. 8c4 cxb2 5. B2xb2 B2b4 6. Ac3 Bxc3 7. Bxc3 We7 8. Wb3 Wxe4 


9. &d2 Wxg2 10. Ae2 Af6 11. Bxf6 gxf6 12. We3 Sd8 13. Hhg1 Wxh2 14. Hae1 He8 15. Wxe8 
Sxe8 16. Ad4 Sf8 17. He8 Sxe8 18. Hg8 Be7 19. Af5# [1:0] 


Capablanca J. - Aalhuizen P. - 1911 Rotterdam (Netherlands) 

1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. &c4 cxb2 5. 2xb2 2b4 6. Ac3 Af6 7. Age2 O-O 8. O-O 46 9. 
Q\d5 @xe4 10. Ad4 Ad2 11. AfS5 Wg5 12. 2d3 Ae7 13. Afxe7 Bxe7 14. Axe7 Wxe7 15. Wxd2 
[1:0] 

Svensson - Alderson J. - 1912 corr. 

1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. &c4 cxb2 5. 2xb2 ATE 6. Ac3 Ac 7. Af3 Aad 8. Bxf7 &xt7 Y. 
e5 Zc4 10. exf6 Wes 11. Sf1 Axb2 12. Wd5 Sg6 13. He1 Wd8 14. Wg5 SF7 15. Aed Ve 16. 
S\c6 Sf7 17. Axd8 &g8 18. f7# [1:0] 


Esser J. - Warren - 1912 England 
1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. &c4 d6 5. Axc3 Af6 6. Af3 Bg4 7. O-O AcE 8. Bg5 Wed 9. 
4\xe5 &xd1 10. &xf7 Se7 11. Ad5d5# [1:0] 


Stockholm - Tarrasch S. - 1913 Stockholm (Sweden) 

1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. 204 d6 5. Wb3 We7 6. Axc3 c6 7. Age2 b5 8. Axb5 d5 9. 2xd5 
cxd5 10. Aec3 Dab 11. Bf4 Af6 12. Ad6 Sd8 13. Axd5 We6 14. O-O-O Ad7 15. e5 &xd6 16. 
exd6 f6 17. Wc3 Ded 18. Hhe1 2d7 19. Wad Se8 20. Wxa6 SF7 21. Bxed fxe5 22. Ac7 Hhc8 23. 
Wa5 Hab8 24. Uxe5 Wc4 25. Wc3 Wxc3 26. bxc3 Sf6 27. f4 [1:0] 
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Albin A. - Horinek - 1922 Sofia (Bulgaria) 


{,e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. S204 cxb2 5. 2xb2 2b4 6. Ac3 Wg5 7. Af3 Wc5 8. Wb3 Ané 9. 
0-0 0-0 10. Ad5 2a5 11. 2a3 [1:0] 


Rombach H. - Whitfield K. - 1924 Hamilton (Canada) 
{,e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. 2c4 Be7 5. Wd5 d6 6. Mxt7 d7 7. Be6 &c6 8. Axc3 &xe6 9. 


Wxe6 Z\F6 10. AF3 b6 11. Aed Sb7 12. Af7 Wes 13. Axh8 Wbd7 14. O-O Wc5 15. W7 WB 16. 
Qg5 Wxf7 17. Axf7 Hf8 18. e5 [1:0] 


Alekhine A. - Freeman - 1924 New York (USA) 

{,.e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 d5 4. exd5 Wxd5 5. cxd4 2.b4 6. Ac3 Ac6 7. Af3 Af6 8. Be2 0-0 9. O-O 
&xc3 10. bxc3 b6 11. c4 Wd8 12. d5 Ae7 13. Ad4 2b7 14. Bb2c6 15. B23 cxd5 16. Het He8 17. 
Wel Bb8 18. YWg5 Ag6 19. Af5 Exe1 20. Bxe1 dxc4 21. 2xb7 Exb7 22. 2xf6 Wxf6 23. Hes Ares 
24. Ah6 Wxh6 25. Hxt8 x8 26. Wa8# [1:0] 


Lanovici - Mayer I. - 1934 Bucharest (Romania) 
1,e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. 204 WE 4. 63 dxc3 5. Axc3 &c5 6. Af3 Ae7 7. O-O d6 8B. e5 dxe5 9. Ded 
5 10. Axc5 e4 11. Axed Wxe4 12. 2xf7 Sf8 13. Ags5 [1:0] 


Stolberg M. - Golovko - 1939 URS 

{,e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. 8c4 cxb2 5. &xb2 d5 6. exd5 Af6 7. Af3 2.b4 8. Abd2 0-O 

90-0 b5 10. 2.d3 Wxd5 11. 4b1 2b7 12. &xf6 Bxd2 13. B2xh7 Sh8 14. Bb2 Vf4 15. Bd1 Bxh2 
16. &xh2 Wh5 17. Sg3 f5 18. Bxf5 Wxf5 19. Mxt5 [1:0] 


Bernhold - Kreuzahler M. - 1941 Berlin (Germany) 
1.e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. 2c4 cxb2 5. 2xb2 d6 6. Af3 Bg4 7. Bxf7 &xf7 8. Ded eB 9. 
Axg4 @f6 10. Zxf6 gxf6 11. Wh5 &e7 12. 2xf6 [1:0] 


Avecilla - Rocha A. - 1960 Leipzig (Germany) 

1.e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 We7 4. We2 Ac6 5. Af3 dxc3 6. Axc3 Ded 7. Axed Wxed 8. g3 2b4 9. 
2d2 “f6 10. 2g2 O-O 11. 0-0 b6 12. f4 Wad 13. a8 &xc3 14. &2xc3 Wa6 15. Wd1 De8 16. f5 &b7 
17, Hf4 b5 18. Hg4 Af6 19. Bxg7 &xg7 20. Wg4 Sh6 21. Wh4 And 22. 23 [1:0] 


Estrin Y. - Shevshek - 1968 corr. 

1.e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 d5 4. exd5 Wxd5 5. cxd4 Ac6 6. AF3 2947. 2e2 0-0-0 8. Be3 &b4 9. 
\c3 Age7 10. O-O Wad 11. Aa4 AS 12. a8 Be7 13. b4 Wd5 14. b5 Ab8 15. Wc1 Ld6 16. Bc4 
Be4 17. Ag5 We7 18. b6 Axe3 19. bxa7 Wxg5 20. Ab6 cxb6 21. Be6# [1:0] 


Stoker A. - Samson A. - 1969 Great Britain 

1.e4e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 d5 4. exd5 Wxd5 5. cxd4 Ac6 6. Af3 2.94 7. Be2 Af6 8. Ac3 Wad 9. O-O 
0-0-0 10. 2e3 2d6 11. h3 h5 12. Ab5 Wb6 13. d5 Bc5 14. &xc5 Wxc5 15. Bot Wxd5 16. Wa4 
We6 17. Exc6 bxc6 18. Axa7 d7 19. Axc6 &xf3 20. &xf3 Ha8 21. Bd Add 22. Hxd5 Wxd5 23. 
Daz [1:0] 

Firmhaber I. - Kokoska - 1977 corr. 

1.e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. 8.c4 cxb2 5. 2xb2 d5 6. 2xd5 2b4 7. Ac3 &xc3 8. &xc3 D6 9. 
M3 Axd5 10. exd5 O-O 11. Ae2 c6 12. Hat Wg5 13. O-O Wg4 14. We3 Bd7 15. Raa Wg6 16. 
At4 Wh6 17. Wg3 f5 18. dxc6 &xc6 19. Hd6 g6 20. Axg6 [1:0] 


Lawless K. - Grey P. - 1977 San Francisco (USA) 
l.e4e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. 204 cxb2 5. 2xb2 c6 6. Ac3 d6 7. Af3 294 8. Yb3 We7 9. O-O- 
02xf3 10. gxf3 b5 11. Axb5 d5 12. &xd5 Wg5 13. Sb1 [1:0] 


Fimhaber I. - Rabold H. - 1978 corr. 

1.e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. 8c4 cxb2 5. &xb2 d5 6. 2xd5 &b4 7. Ac3 &xc3 8. &xc3 D6 9. 
83 Axd5 10. exd5 O-O 11. Ae2 He8 12. 0-O Wd6 13. Af4 Ad7 14. Hfei Bxei 15. Rxei Ate 
16. 2xf6 gxf6 17. Hes &g7 18. Wg3 Sh6 19. Hgs Wxf4 20. Wxt4 Sh5 21. g4 2Bxg4 22. Wxg4 Shoe 
eS ee ae es IY el i ee er SO 
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23. Wh3# [1:0] 


Cranbourne C. - Troicovich - 1981 Buenos Aires (Argentina) 

1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 d5 4. exd5 Wxd5 5. cxd4 Af6 6. Ac3 Bb4 7. Af3 O-O 8. 2e2 Wc6 9. 0.0 
&xc3 10. Ae5 Wd6 11. bxc3 Abd7 12. a4 Axed 13. Ba3 Wd5 14. dxe5 Wxed 15. Bxf8 x8 16 
Wd8 Ae8 17. fet Wd6 18. Yxe8 [1:0] 


Skacelikova M. - Tittelova O. - 1983 Sumperk (Czech Republic) 

1.e4 e5 2. d4 f6 3. dxe5 fxe5 4. Wh5 &e7 5. Wxe5 7 6. 8c4d57. Bxd5 Sg6 8. Wg3 Lh5 9. ar 
[1:0] 

Silveira M. - Bitarello E. - 1984 Curitiba (Brazil) 

1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. &c4 We7 5. Axc3 ATE 6. Af3 d6 7. O-O Ac6 8. 2g5 g6 9. Aas 
Wa8 10. Axt6 &e7 11. Ad5 &d7 12. Bxd8 &xd8 13. e5 2g7 14. exd6 cxd6 15. Het Leé 16. Ags 
He8 17. xe6 fxe6 18. Af4 e5 19. Yxd6 [1:0] 


Egberts A. - Stolfing - 1985 Netherlands 

1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3.d5 4. exd5 Wxd5 5. cxd4 AcE 6. Af3 Af6 7. Ac3 2b4 8. Be2 0-09. 0-0 
Wd8 10. a3 &e7 11. d5 Ab8 12. Wb3 b6 13. Ad4 Wes 14. 2f3 Bd6 15. Adb5 We7 16. Ayas 
Wyxd6 17. Ab5 Wd8 18. Axc7 Wxc7 19. d6 [1:0] 


Glaser H. - Antusch I. - 1991 Bad Woerishofen (Germany) 

1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. 2.c4 Af6 5. Axc3 &b4 6. Bxf7 Sxf7 7. “b3 d5 8. Wxb4 Hes 9. 
Of3 Dxe4 10. O-O c5 11. Wb3 Axc3 12. bxc3 b6 13. Be3 Bab 14. Bfet Bc4 15. Wo2 Sg8 16. 
295 Wc8 17. Bxe8 Wxe8 18. Het Wb5 19. WE5 Aaé 20. Web Bh8 21. Ned Ac7 22. Af7 Bg8 23. 
Ah6 Sh8 24. Wg8 Hxg8 25. Af7# [1:0] 


Palmizi A. - Taccalati - 1991 Italy 
1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. 8c4 d6 5. Af8 Bg4 6. Bxf7 Sd7 7. Aed Sc8 8. Wxg4 Ad?7 9, 
&\xd7 “Yxd7 10. &e6 [1:0] 


Ismailova P. - Ertel S. - 1992 Duisburg (Germany) 
1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. 804 cxb2 5. 2xb2 d6 6. Yb3 We7 7. Ac3 Afé6 8. Age2 Ac6 9. f4 


2d7 10. Ab5 Wd8 11. &xf7 Be7 12. e5 dxe5 13. 2.a3 [1:0] 


Rahmanov E. - Schroeder B. - 1992 Rimavska Sobota (Slovakia) 
1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. 204 cxb2 5. &xb2 2b4 6. Ac3 Af6 7. Age2 Ac6 8. O-0 0-09. 
D\g3 d6 10. Ad5 Axd5 11. 2xd5 Ae7 12. Wd4 Afd 13. Axf5 WHE 14. Ae7 Bhs 15. Wx"6 [1:0] 


Fonseca A. - Pinto P. - 1993 Portugal 

1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. &c4 Af6 5. Axc3 d6 6. Af3 Bg4 7. Wb3 Le 8. BxeG fxe6 9. 
A\g5 WYc8 10. &e3 c6 11. Axe6 Dab 12. Bc1 Wd7 13. O-O d5 14. exd5 Axd5 15. Hfe1 Axc3 16. 
295 Sf7 17. Bxc3 &g8 18. Axf8 W7 19. Ae6 He8 20. Hf3 Ac5d 21. Hxf7 Hxe6 22. Bxeb6 Sxf7 
23. Hf6 [1:0] 


Klevinskas G. - Handle F. - 1994 Marijampole (Lithuania) 
1. e4 e5 2. d4 d5 3. dxe5 d4 4. c3 dxc3 5. Wxd8 &xd8 6. Axc3 2b4 7. Bd2 Sc5 8. Af3 Dhé 9. 
cA Dg4 10. O-O Axf2 11. Hxf2 Axf2 12. &xf2 294 13. Hd1 He8 14. Bf4 Ad7 15. Axf7 Hf 16. 
e6 h6 17. Exd7 &c8 18. Bxc7 2d8 19. e7# [1:0] 


Cifka S. - Dymak P. - 1997 Hradec Kralove (Czech Republic) 

1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. c3 dxc3 4. 8.04 cxb2 5. Bxb2 2b4 6. Ac3 We7 7. Wco2 Af6 8. O-O-O 2a3 9. 
&xt7 &Sxf7 10. Yb3 Ye8 11. Bxa3 d6 12. Af3 Axe4 13. Axe4 Wd7 14. Axd6 cxd6 15. Hhei Sf8 
16. 2xd6 [1:0] 
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Guide To Busting The Danish Gambit 
By Eric Schiller 


1.e2-e4 e7-e5 
2.d2-d4 e5xd4 
3.c2-C3 


7 44 /, 44f 
% 
Z Ey 7 


anaes 7 


oe aa ee 

2) Ox a 
. ‘ 4, 4 
eS 4 


Pap. oChan eG. Sos oh 
The Danish gambit can be very dangerous if not handled properly. It can also lead to other openings. If 
White brings out the knight from g1 to f3, then you are in the Scotch game after 3...Nb8-c6. When White 
brings the bishop out with 3.Bfl-c4, the same defense should lead you into the gambit variation of the Two 
Knights Defense. So the only gambit approach you need to be concerned with is the Danish. 


3. sas d7-d5! 

This move takes all the fun out of the gambit. The ideas are the same as those of the Goering gambit, which 
differs only in that White already has a knight at f3 and Black has a knight at c6 Because you do not yet have 
knight at c6, in the present position White can, and should, capture the pawn at d4 with the queen. 


el CIN AE Be OEE AS) tanh 
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al AD Ae wad: est Sar iy 
White can exchange queens, in which case your king will have to move and castling will no longer be possible. 


__ However you have an extra pawn, and with queens off the board your king is quite safe in the middle of the 


04 
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board. So there is nothing to fear in that line. On the other hand, should White capture the pawn at e4, giving 
check to your king, you can achieve the same exchange of queens by blocking with your queen. You can play 
more ambitiously by blocking with the bishop, so that you can then bring your knight out to f6 and castle. Your 
pieces will be in fighting position while the White queen is simply running around aboard accomplishing 
nothing. 


Since we don't usually allow positions where you are unable to castle, here is some specific advice about the 


position after 5.Qd4xd8+ Ke8xd8. 
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ID ene Clee Cpa i rat 
To make sure your king remains safe, you will want to put your pawn at c6 and move the king to c7. White 
might be able to throw a monkey wrench into your plans by putting the bishop at f4, so before advancing your 
pawn to c6, you should move your bishop to d6 to take control of that line. In most gambits, | recommend a 
strategy to hand back the pawn. In this case, however, feel free to hold onto it, by supporting it with a pawn or 
bishop at f5, and/or a knight at f6. Make your opponent work to try to recover the pawn! If you can successfully 
hang onto it, you have great chances to win the game. 


Editor Note: From the forthcoming book First Chess Openings by Eric Schiller, to be published by Cardoza in 2005. 
Excerpts of Dr. Schiller’s books are available online at www.ericschiller.com. Special thanks goes out to Schiller, who 
took the time to assist me in my journey from the wicked perils of a professional layout program (Adobe Indesign) which! 
spent countless hours laboring over last issue....and into the simply delightful, crank it out goodness of Microsoft 
Word...the Journal will never be the same again...and most importantly... never as laborious! Schiller is available for 
private coaching and can be reaches at eric@ericschiller.com. 
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1004 North Central California 


Chess Championships, Stockton 
by Jacob Green, Chief TD 











fdward Auerbach and the Stockton Chess Club sponsored the 2004 North Central California Chess 
(hampionships, held May 22-23 in Stockton at Edison High School. Forty players came and compete for the 
$1050 guaranteed prize fund over the two days. In the end, IM Emmanuel Perez won the OPEN section 
with 3.5 and $300 + trophy, William Haines received second with $15 0, and Alan Kobernat received third 
with $75. In the Reserve we saw a first place tie between Vincent Rubianes and Varun Behl. each winning 
$150 Behl won the trophy off tie-breaks, a 4 way third place tie was also in the Reserve between Michael 
Dacruz, Franklin Ferrer, Corbet Carroll, and Francisco Anchodo each winning $12.50. Another tie for first 
was in the Amateur section between Salman Azhar and Jason Gurtovoy, each winning $75, Azhar won the 
wophy off te-breaks. Third place was Joshua Harder winning $20. Sunday morning there was a Free USCF 
Quick rated g/5 event which was one by Francisco Anchodo. On Saturd: iy with the regular event going, there 
was a 5 round non-rated scholastic held which attracted 44 players in three section. The following are the 
winners Of each section in order, trophies were awarded to the top 9; K-3: Divya Bhaskar, Aamir Azhar, 
Patrick Ito-Kiley, Anika Williams, and Jaycell Vasquez. 4-6: Dominque Williams, Aavalo Sommervozz, Aaron 
lara, Orlando Martinez , & Alexandra Lopez. 7-12: Steven Lui, Brian Astle, Paul Fortes. Buinny Khaew, & 
Rich Chen. ‘Thanks goes again to Edward Auerbach for sponsoring the Prize Fund, also Arthur Braden who 
an the non-rated scholastic, and assistant TD M: ivy Cyril Yadao. Full cross tables from the event can be 


newed at http://www.stocktonchess.com/index.html, view the Weekend Events section. 





DeGuzman heats up in Sacramente 
by Michael Aigner 


IM Ricardo DeGuzman won the Sacramento Chess C hampionship over the 4th of July weekend, scoring an 
undefeated 5.0 out of 6 to separate himself from the field. Pl: ‘ying in the 2-day schedule, DeGuzman defeated 
KM Bela Evans and NM Kenneth Hills but gave up draws to NMs Michael Aigner 
and Timothy Taylor. Finishing in clear second place with a spectacular performance 
was high school student Ankit Gupta. Gupta, rated 2083, impressively scored 4.5 
out of the first 5 rounds, including a win against FM Kenan Zildzic, before losing a 
Sth hour time scramble to DeGuzman in the last round. Since Gupta earned the 
2nd place overall prize, the under 2200 money winners were Hills, ’ Taylor, and 
Larry Snyder, each scoring 4.0. 95 players total came to Sacramento for this annual 
event. Franciso Anchondo won the reserve section with an undefeated score of 5.0 
out of 6. Second place and top under 1800 honors went to junior Aaron Garg and 
Jamshid Alamehzadeh. The amateur section saw a 4- way tie for first between Fredy 
Ferrer, Michael Gosk, Jojo Zhao, and Jeff Kottcamp after Ferrer and Kottcamp 
drew each other in last round. Over a third of the players were juniors 





the tournament was, as usual, capably organized and directed by John McCumiskey with assistance from 
xcramento club President Steve Bickford. Per haps the biggest story this weekend was the heat. The 
‘mperature outside approached 100 degrees, and with so many players crammed into the playing hall, the 
it conditioning struggled to keep up. Ice water was a valuable and necessary accessory for most players this 
weekend. On Sunday evening, while chess fireworks er upted approaching the end of the sudden death time 


‘ntrol, the real 4th of July fireworks also could be heard. 
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Stockton Chess 


by Jacob Green 


The Stockton Chess Club meets every Friday evening at Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers from 6pm-10pm. We also continue our weekly 
“Stockton Delta Knights Scholastic” chess program which is from 
6:30-7:30pm. In this program High School students teach children 
from the ages of 12 and under the basics and fundamentals of chess, 
they also go over GM games and various strategies. The club holds 
various events each month. One month we held 4-5 round G/60 swiss 
events, the next month was full of g/5 or g/10 quick chess events. 


Stockton before 2001 was almost an unknown city for adult or 
scholastic chess. We had the bi-annual California Grade Level and 
two local chess tournaments that started in 1999. 


When I became President in 2001 I wanted to see a lot of chess 
activity in Stockton. Our first tournament was during the 
Thanksgiving Day weekend, and attracted about 30 players. After this 


tourney, chess events in Stockton gradually grew. We hold at least 3 USCF rated 
tournaments per year (before there was only 1 USCF rated event in every 2 


years). 


Our tournament schedule seems to always be full as we begin the new school 
year. We have an average of about 13 events per school year, and are planning to 
have more in this coming school year. Chess has grown tremendously over the 
past 4 years, not only do we have plenty of tournaments but nearly 20 schools in 


Stockton Unified School District have chess clubs. 


The newly elected officers for the 2004-2005 year are, President: Jacob Green 
(17), Vice President: Mary Cyril Yadao (17), Secretary: Sokan Khaew (18) and 


Treasurer: Joanne Green. 


You can find more information about the Stockton Chess club at its web-site 

located at http://www.stocktonchess.com/index.html . The next event scheduled in Stockton will be the 
“Stockton Patriot Day Memorial” on September 11, 2004. Stockton’s local newspaper, “The Record” published 
w.stocktonchess.com/articles/200409-02.pdf . 


USCF Election Results 


The following are the unofficial final results. Two candidates are elected. The results will become official next month at the 
2004 US Open in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. Elizabeth Shaughnessy 712 / Randy Bauer 687 / Sam Sloan 349 /Mikhail 





an article about the club, and it can be viewed at http://ww 


Korenman 305 /David Huff 197 /Wayne Praeder 161 


Congratulations to CalChess President Elizabeth Shaughnessy on earning a seat on the USCF Executive Board! 
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BlacKnight wemorial ps i 


yay 29th -30th was the Memorial Day Swiss held at the 
\ademic Chess Center in San Jose. FM Eric Schiller went 
ndefeated to win the tournament also winning the brilliancy 
wtize (See below). Fair warning to future opponents of 
chiller, one of the most prolific chess writers of our time: you 





yant to be careful that if you are going to lose, 


hess book racks! 

it FM Eric Schiller $175 2nd Nicolas Yap $100 
tA $100 David Chock2nd A $50 Salar Jahedi 

itB $75 Bernard Liang 


tC $75 lan Jones2nd C $37.50 
0 each Christopher Tsai, Alexander Lun 


jrilliancy Game Annotated By Eric Schiller 
White "Yap, Nicholas"] [Black "Schiller, Eric"]"] 


.e4 e5 2. Af3 Ac6 3. 2b5 Age7 First time 
\e tried this, but I've taught it to some 
judents. Knowing that my opponent likes to 
apture the knight on c6 made this seem like a 
wod idea. 4. O-O a6 5. 8.a4 Ag6 6. c3 &e7 
d4 b5 8. &b3 Retreating to c2 has been 
jayed. This was new to me. 8... O-O A new 
nove. [8... d6 9. Het O-O 10. h3 Bh8 11. 
Ibd2 £5 12. 2d5 Bd7 13. exf5 Af4 14. Reb 
lxe6 15. fxe6 2xe6 16. dxe5 dxe5 17. Axed 
eS 18. Hxe5 Black's bishop pair didn't 
jovide full Compensation for the pawn in 
obanov vs. Sharipov, St. Petersburg (Russia) 
02.) 9. Axe5 Dexe5 10. dxe5 &b7 ! A key 
iove! | can grab the pawn later, but the long 
lagonal is more important. [10... Axe5 11. 
15 “\c6 is evaluated as even by computer 
grams, but it is hard to find a good plan for 


do not lose 
ili intly, or your loss may end up in the Barnes and Noble 


2nd B $37.50 Andy Trotter 


Utsab Sahalst-2nd D/E/Unr 


Eric Schiller 





even.] 12... Ag6 13. a4 &c5 14. Bh1 We7 15. 
“\d2 bxa4 !? | plan to offer up the a-pawn as a 
sacrifice, just to get his queen away from the 
kingside. [15... d6 16. axb5 axb5 17. Exag 
Exa8 was a better plan, objectively. The pawn 
at b5 can't be captured because of ...Ba6, 
winning the exchange and then the pawn at e4 
falls. 18. 2c2 b4 19. Ab3 2b6 20. cxb4 f5 is 
an interesting piece of computer analysis. | 
didn't consider it during the game.] 16. Exa4 
£06 !? Pushing the pawn to a5 was a solid 
alternative, but | felt the long-term weakness of 
the pawn was such that it wasn't worth 
preserving, especially after | spotted the 
possibility of getting my bishop to e3. 17. 
Hxa6 Hxa6 18. Wxa6 2e3! 19. 5 Ata 20. 
He1 The queen will return to f1, and then 
where will my attack be. Time to plunge in! 
20... Axg2! 21. He2 [21. &xg2 Wg5 22. df 


"ack and White does own the center. | expect Sxd2 23, 2xd2 Wxd2 24. We2 Wea Black is 
lis is why castling wasn't played in the earlier definitely better.] 21... &2xd2 22. 2xd2 Ah4 
ame.] 11. We2 [11. f4 &c5 12. &h1 Bxed 23. 2d5 [23. Yds A)xf5 24. 2d5 He8 25. 24 
jack's bishop are impressive. | would have ‘Ad6 Black is still a pawn up.] 23... Ha8! 24. 
ved to reach this position.] 11... Axe5 12. f4 Wc4? [24. Wd3! 2xd5 25. Wxd5 c6 26. Wad3 
ist what | was hoping for! From this point Hai 27. Het Hxet 28. 2xet ‘Axf5 Once 
ward | was thinking only of attacking the again, Black has an extra pawn in the 
ig. [12. Be3 ! It is necessary to take control endgame.] 24... Wg5! 25. fet Hat 26. e5 
ithe a7-g1 diagonal before advancing the f- ATS! 27. Wc5 Axe White resigned. It is mate 
wn. 12... d6 13. Ad2 Wd7 looks about In3.! 1-0 

14 
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2004 West Coast Scholastic 
»Chess Championships 


August 14, 2004 San Luis Obispo, California 


Tournament 
Rules 






Al players must be United States Chess Federation (USCF) members. A team consists of the top 5 scorers in each section and must 
include at least 2 members. Players cannot compete for both a schoo! and a club. Ciub teams must be USCF affiliates and must 
| mast on a reguiar basis. In the fast three rounds, players from the same schoo! oF club may play each other fo determine individual 
championship prospects. Please use 2003-2004 school year to determine school team and section. 















Trophies Trophies wil! be awarded to the top 20 individuals in each of the 2 sections. Team trophies for the top 5 schoo! teams and 1” piace 
trophy for the top ciub team for each of the 3 sections. Greatest cumulatve upset award in each section. Medais wil aiso be 


| awarded, 
















Format: 


USCF Rated 


USCF 5 SS (Swiss System: Everyone piays 5 games against players with approximately the same sumber of wins and losses after 
each round}. Game/30 for the first 3 rounds Game/45 for the last 2 rounds. Sets and boards provided Pisase bring chess 
clocks. Clocks may be used for grades K-3 and must be used for grades 4-42. OPENING CEREMONY 8/14/04 ~ 9:45 a.m. 




















Round Times | Main Tournament Saturday 
08/14/04 — 10:06 am, 11:30 pm, 1:00 pm, 2:15 pm, 480 pm 


Awards immediately following approximately 6:00 pm 


Bitz Tournament Friday Night 
08/13/04 — 7:00 pm § Rds. /10 Games’S Black/5 White 


Awards immediately following approximately 16:15 pm 

























Special Event - Blitz Tournament Entry Fee: 
$10 - Mail prior to 08/07/04 

$15 Late Registration on 08/13/04 
08/13/04 Blitz Rounds Commence at 7:00 pm. 


Main Tournament Entry Fee: 
$25 per participant in advance - Mail prior to 08/07/04 

$35 per participant iate fee or onsite registration 08/14/04 from 8:00 
ain to 9:00 am. Players registered onsite must take 12 pi bye for * 
round. New players or expired USCF members must pay annual 
fee for USCF membership: $17 for 14 & under, $25 for 15 to 19. 

















Registration 
& Entry Fees 














: suasta Colisae, Bidg 54 2 mt sno, CA. 93403 Collage is 5 4 mies NW of San Luis Obispo on 
Location Hwy. 1. Take Marro Bay’ as ex rd Morro Bay. Book hotel rooms early, as San Luis Obispo is 
a popular vacation area. ntip./ 









Online Registration and entry forms at website: 5 
Stesie at 805-423-0375. 


ENTRY FORM FOR 2004 WEST COAST SCHOLASTIC CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
fijet Rianne: OE Pe oe, eg een eee eee eee edanpag OO UR Alcs nol dee 
Address _ 
Home Phone __ 


. _ E-Mail Address _ ___ Emergency Phone 


Ap anrn nanan ncnnnnnsnmnwein, AAR An nnn neendeannnsnnnaanshn nen han cnn n ih ht ttt te ae mt mt ttt te Annan mannan naan nnn nnnenasennadenmmpannes 


REED Sirecimns 8) Seer tO ohare aires Ce ES reno OT ceeds amines coe 
WAT. i vette . sApeMupotion Datei renee coat cianinnntona LE KUN al eesti 
‘MAIN TOURNAMENT: Check correct section KA K-3 K-68 K-12— Check hare only if a % pt. bye is requested in Rd. 1:__ 


SPECIAL EVENT - BLITZ TOURNAMENT: No divisions in blitz tournament all entries piay in one section. 
ENTRY FEES: MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Student Chess (This is a non-profit organization committed to the development of after school chess 
programs in San Luis Obispo County Schools). Please inciude ali fees in one check. 

an Ener aan 








Main Tournament: 
Postmark before 08/07/04 ($25) ae MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Studant Chess 
New and renewing USCF membership fees S$. 0 MAIL TO: tae: Dennis Steale 
After 08/07/04 or onsite ($35) gre Paso Robles CA 93446 
a me aa PS -ieece ctv aaa Tae EE Ee ee ee ae nem ee a) | 
Postmark before 08/07/04 {$18} wii) 
After 08/07/04 or onsite {$15) $ 
Total 


| request that my child, (narned above) be permitted to participate in the August 14, 2004 chess event. | fully understand that it is my for my representative's} responsibility for supervising 
my child during this event. Should it be necessary for my chikd to have medical treatment while participating in this event, | hereby give the supervisory personnel permission to use thei 
Aigmert in obtaining medical services for my child, and | give permission to the physician selected by such personnel to render medical treatment deemed necessary and appropriate. i, 
as parent or representative of this child, hereby release, discharge, indemnify, and hold harmless Student Chess San Luis Obispo Schoo! District, Cuesta Collage. and their ampic yess, 
volunteers or agents, and/or staff, from any claims arising out o?, or relating to, this child’ ¢ participation ir this event. |, as a parent or representative of this child, hereby waive any nghts 
to the taking and use of photographs. or any other recorded matetial. induding video and audio taken during the normal course of this chess tournament, |, as a parent oF representative 
of this child, hereby consent te the publication of this chile’ s individual tournament results‘scores. 

Sigaature of Parert or Legal Guardian Larter 


Print Maree 2 Pacant or ih acel Csuardan Makancersyrp 





- — 


The 4th William Addison Open 


Mechanic's Instiute 
Saturday, June 26th, 2004 


Mechanics Chess Institure 
Games in 45 minutes 


Congradulations to the Prize Winners: 


Ist Overall: Al-Shamma - $200 
2nd and 3rd Overall, 1st Under 2200, 1st Under 2000, 1st Under 1800: Yap, Wang, E.Perepelitsky, Castro and 
S00 Hoo - $86 each. 
Ist Under 1600: Saha - $65 
Ist Under 1400 and Unrated: Aiken, Chinchwadkar and Woebcke - $18.33 each. 


PARANA YMORDRAPEPARAPADSPEPEDSLED EOD OPDDS DSI LPPEPEPSPPEDPIDDPIDDROM PRPBEPDAARPPDMS DADDOADDODADIN, PROADPDDADAMAN PPMBAARAPADDDD Sprrnrnnnbnnan, Yranannnananns paabapnanbrnning papnnnnnnannnag 


Final Standings: = nae Seales ae 1627 1610 12 oe a 25 Se 
fe fens ea eae nas a Total e Evelina Kutt Gaia ele Gr" Wae (Ga Nae "bE 
lianas Agios Tes uae won wos wa We ae saa6 ead WRG Ge 
ae Ae peed IG aa oo pmaprae) ‘cai Naso Wa WISE 
i. ee WE Ea Gilaveniciae hese tae Grae 
7 Ld bars aa ae METI) ee ‘as ad Ws Ge ae 
rie Tanne eee hoe Walaa | Pipa isa7 (abe Swag EG Wa a 
Clara Soe hae ham inz oo alas Sea aha Ge We OF Or Wee 
7 (Anthony Rocerwassar [274 [et [WAT [LM WEP wos fos” AE) ae aa hie GSE War MOF GE” 
=r Dy Vag unm Toba Cnt aioe eh ENE 
oe sage GF Man Gee Oss Chincbwackar [200 [iv (31 cas Tos was way fan 
tee aware ini Gl Gad Woebeke lag ak GG" WE Was GE 
an ‘aor eos Wie WES 3” Wie GRE jae SOT hale GW "GEE. 
i Erin Horington | ca Mee ae 566 OEE GS Gr Gr a= Wa” 
13. Michael Da Cruz 1926 (1905 |W37 L16 W24 W15 15 (3.0 | (37 Bekhtur Bayaraa (14831419 113. 043 16 036 (133 10 
See! imhe wc wea wine ae GY GGT We IGF GER 
aSlOwen Lig Rest aoe (wai Wak GG Nr | ee Oy hi Ie WP CGF GEE 
6 omar Liang ss ‘aa lies Was Wi GG 490 acon Gartowy RIG Fi GES GE AGE 
— ‘aii Ngee Iwas 0" GS" WS Wa TE {ila Angee ae as Ge Ge Gr Ge a 
oS eee Sa lstore Rotten tac isd? ia Ge Gr ae 
a SOR IE NCE REEE | 43 Mara Rocabads Phan (ae GGG) GBT GS GE GE GE” 
Amin. he ei ee 
So scar Nea? Was WSS" PE 


rere ae tre Be et inert er le eee oer eerie int 
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Game of the Millennium! | 
By IM Donaldson and GM Yermo 





Igor Ivanov is known for his creative fantasty. Here he produces a game that should never be 


forgotten! The game of the millennium? | 
f 

Igor lvanov - Vladimir Mezentsev 

Koltanowski Memorial (2) 

Notes by John Donaldson (Yermo's comments in italics) 

y 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 Bf5 3.Nc3 e6 4.Qb3?! 
More accurate is 3.Nf3 and only then 4.Qb3. 
The twin threats of ...Nxd4 and ...Nb4 are hard to meet. é 
5.Nf£3 snabaaabersebnen greenmnnnnnnnnnnney nakeione eae D 


White objectively had to try something like 5.cxd5 exd5 6.Be3, 
meeting ...Nb4 with Rel. 

5...Nb4 

Now Black should be winning, but the fun is just about to start! 





6.e4 5 
White's only try. | 
6...dxe4 7.c5 a5 8.a3 exf3 9.axb4 Oxd4 eS  — = iq 
Theory hounds take note! This move is a novelty. Davies (yes the yey i 
GM!)-Hubert, Germany 1998, saw 9...axb4 10.Rxa8 Qxa8 11.Nb5 a | i 
Oal 12.Nxc7+ Kd8 13.Qd1 Qb1 14.¢4 Bc2 15.Qd2 Kxc7 16.Bc4 Bg6: a | i 
17.0-0 Qe4 18.h3 Bxc5? 19.dxc5 Kc8 20.Qd6 Nf6 21.Bf4 1-0 2 4 ak 
10.Be3 Qd7 te wok oe 
A sensible retreat. Black's queenside would be deserted in case of 1Y J Ct k 
10...Q¢4?! 1l.g3 Nf612.bxa5. .}§©§©=©2,.,, 03. ae sod heemall 8 
11.bxa5 c6 see Diagram right {3 


Here interesting was 12.Rd1 Qc7 13.Nb5 Qxa5+ 14.Bd2 fxg2 15.Bxa5 gxh1Q 16.Nc7+ Ke7 17.Nxa8 Ki6. 4 
At the end of this line Black appears to be near winning, but 18.Nb6, threatening 19.Nd7+, may suddenly 
turn things around! A bizarre position. 

12.Na4 Rxa5 13.Rd1 Qc7 14.g4 Bg6 

[gor's swashbuckling play (and appearance) begins to affect 
Mezentsev's play. Why not take it all with 14...Bxg4? Black would be 
perfectly safe after 15.Qb4 Nf6 16.Nb6 Ra7. 

L5.Qb4 b5?! 

Here 15...Nf6 looks safer. 

16.Nc3 Be7 

In anticipation of White's upcoming sac on b5 Black had some 
alternatives: 

16...Ne7 17.Nxb5 cxb5 18.Bxb5+ Rxb5 19.Qxb5+ Nc6 20.0-0 Be7 
21.Bf4 Oc8 22.Rd6 Bxd6 23.cxd6 0-0 24.Rcl Be4; or 16...Nf6 
17.Nxb5 cxb5 18.Bxb5+ Ke’7. In all cases (including the game text) 
White's comp doesn't seem sufficient. 

17.Nxb5 cxb5 18.Bxb5+ Kf8 19.Rd7 Diagram 

19... Ral + 
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inthe diagrammed position Black was clear winning with 19...Qb6!! (Fritz!). Everything is hopeless: 
90.cxb6 Bxb4+; 20.Rxe7 Qxb5; or 20.Rb7 Qxb7 21.Qxa5 Qed4. 
).Kd2 Qa5 21.Qxa5 Rxa5 22.Rb7 Ra8 93.Ral! 
An inspired try! 
93,,.Rd8 + 
3...Rxal 24.Rb8+ Bd8 25.Rxd8+ Ke7 26.Re8+ Kf6 27.Bd44 wins for White. 
4.Rd7 Rxd7+ 
better was 24...Nf6 25.Rxd8+ Bxd8 26.Ra8 Ne4+! 97 Kel Ke7, and Black should be able to untangle. 
\fter the text move Black soon finds himself in a terrible bind. 
9.Bxd7 Be4 26.Ra4 Bd5 27.c6 Bd6 28.Kc3 
\necessary quiet move to guard b4. If immediately 28.b4 then 28...Ke7 29.Ra8 Bxb4+. 
8...Ke7 29.Ra8 Bxh?2 
10,.Be5+!? looks like an improvement, but 30.Kd3 keeps it going for White with his queenside pawns ready 
i advance. 
i).Bc5+ Kfi6 31.b4 Ke5 32.Bd4 f6 33.b5 Kxe4 34.b6 h5 
Here immediately giving up material with 34...Ne7 or 34...Bxc6 35.Bxc6 h5 was necessary. White would be 
dearly better, but not winning yet. 
Diagram 
§5,.b7 2 — ic eh ach ila acide a 
_ Apity! White has a clear win with 35.c7! Bb7 36.Bxe6+ £5 37.Bxg7! 
| $5.,.h4 
Now Black is back! 
| i6.b80 Bxb8 37.Rxb8 h3? 
flowing a new set of queens to appear is a grave mistake. Vladimir 
| should have been content with an ending with a bunch of pawns for 
F piece: 37...Bxc6 38.Bxe6+ ( not good is 38.Bxc6? h3 39.Bd7 h? 
| 1.Bxe6+ £5 41.Rb1 Nf6! 42.Rh1 Kh3, and Black wins.) Ke5 
 0.Be3+ Kg6 40.Bxg8 Rh5. 








y 18.¢7 

| Now White is on top again! 
ce i...h2 39.c8Q h1Q 40.Bxe6+ Bxe6 41.Qxe6+ Kh5 42.015+ g5 
some black would get mated in a spectacular fashion if he tried 42...Kh6 
1).RD1! (the point of 42.Qf5) Qh2 (or 45...0¢2 44.Rb4) 44.Be3+ ¢5 ee 
» hi Bxe5+! fxe5 46.Rb6+ Kh5 47.096+ Kg4 48.Rb4+ Kh3 49.0f5+ Ke2 50. 
y (2.0cl 
_ wRbI Qg2 44.Rel 44.Nh6 45.QOxf6 Rc8+ 
= black correctly gives up the piece. If 45...Rh7?, then 46.Re6 Kh4 47.Q¢6 gets the job done. 
= 1Kd2 Qh3 47.Re6 Qf 48.Qxh6+ Kg4 Diagram 
— §.Q¢6? 
j imazingly enough, this move lets the win slip away. 49.Ke3 Of4+ 50.Kd3 Rel 51 -Qf6 should force an ending 
| there White would face some technical difficulties, but would finally prevail. 
~ H..0a5+ 50.Kd3 Ob5+ 51.Ke4 
_ ‘Here the king is temporarily safe from checks, but it takes away the square his rook wanted to go to! The 
/ itugele continues with both players headed for time trouble again. 
mm 41...Rd8 52.Rd6 Re8+ 53.Re6 RF8 54.Be3 RFS 55.Bxg5r 
- Suicide. White had to play 55.Rd6, but there's no win in the pawn ending after 55...Qb1+ 56.Kd4 Qb4+ 
we 1.Kd3 Rd5+ 58.Rxd5 Qb1+ 59.Kd2 Qxg6 60.Rxg5+ Qxg5 61.Bxg5 Kxg5 62.Ke3 Kf6 63.Kxf3 Kf. 

y ..Rxg5 96.Qe8 Qe2+ 57.Kd4 Qxf2+ 58.Re3 Qd2+ 59.Kc4 Qd5+ 60.Kc3 Qa5+ 61.Kd4 Qc5+ 

| bl 





SES SRST en 











ve both players credit for hanging tough and never giving up! 
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RECENT SUCCESS CHESS 
SCHOLASTIC QUADS 


by Alan M. Kirshner 


On May 8, SCS in conjunction with the Los Gatos- 
Saratoga Education and Recreation Department, 
held its second ever U.S. Chess Federation rated 

tournament in the South Bay. Parents of chess 
players living in the South Bay had been attending 
our tournaments in Fremont and San Leandro and 

had asked us for a number of years to bring our 
tournaments to the South Bay. We tried one in the 

Fall at the Los Gatos-Recreation Center, but we had 

to limit the numbers due to a lack of space. So this 

time the Recreation people obtained Argonaut 
Elementary School’s new multi-use room in 
Saratoga. We had plenty of space for the 140 
players (155 had registered). The best part of the 
site was the great custodial staff who went out of 
their way to make everyone comfortable and even 
set up tables with large umbrellas to keep the 
parents and children cool. The numbers were small 
compared to our Fremont tournaments, but lesser 
numbers mean things run so much smoother. The 
competition in the top quad was intense with 5" 
grader John Boyle (1392) pulling off a narrow 
victory with two points against Allen Tu (1513, 1.5 
points), Greg Bodwin (1502, 1.5 points) and Daryl 
Neubieser (1363, 1 point). The competition was 
just as intense all the way down to Quad 36. I 
might note that by breaking into new territory we 
pulled in 56 unrated players from many different 
programs in the South Bay and the U.S. Chess 
Federation made far more money than we did. :0) | 
am listing all the trophy winners after my report on 
the SCS Grand Prix #1. By the way, at all our 
scholastic events, those that do not win a trophy 
walk away with a medal for their great effort. 

Weibel Elementary School in Fremont hosted the 

first of the three SCS Summer Grand Prix’s on 

June 19. Ina Grand Prix points are obtained from 

each tournament. The individuals with the most 

points after the August 8 event will obtain very 
large trophies and a year of free chess lessons or 
free tournaments. Once again, all those who 
registered failed to show, but 200 did get to play. 











And, once again the competition was fierce in 
Quad 1 with ninth grade Allen Tu (1490) and 
eleventh grade Sriharsha Jayanti (1467) becoming 
co-champions with two wins. Greg Bodwin (1500) 
and Partha Vora (1465) both had one win. In 
Quad 2 we saw similar results with Saveen Sahni 
(1406) and Kyle Hui (1420) tying with 2 points and 
Tejas Mulye (1427) getting 1.5 points and Allan 
Sung (1435 ) from the Central Valley having a 
poor tournament and only obtaining a point. 
Fourteen of the 49 quads had players rated over 
1000. Two “quads” were actually Swiss style events 
due to the need to have six players in each caused 
by late arrivals. At the SCS quads, those over 1000 
play game in 45 and those under 1000 play game 
in 30. At Weibel, only five of the quads had 
unrated player. In closing, let me thank all the 
numerous members of our tournament staff, but 
most of all the parents and children who 
participated. They made it all worthwhile and 
loads of fun. 
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TOP TROPHY WINNERS 


Los GATOS-SARATOGA (MAY 8, 2004): 
QUA D #, Winner (USCF Rating), Points 

| John Boyle (1392) 2 

)Rohan Agarwal (1226) 2.5 

3Robert Hsu (1140) 3 

{Hermang Jangle (1025) 3 

jBryan Tsang (997) 3 

j NONE 

iKevin Mu (942) 3 

sGavid Ju (900) 2.5 

jAlvin Ku (944) 3 

|) Daniel Steiner (881) & Jomathan Chios (836) 2 
|| Rik Basu (783) 3 

)Siddarth Ramesh (781) 2.5 

Ryan Wong (638) & Aditya Kumar (601) 2.5 
|4Daniel Rubashevsky (548) 3 

Amit Jain (576) & Varun Mathuria (555) 2.5 
lhEvan Li (543) 2.5 

li Jay Mulye & Howard Chen (459) 2 

} Jason Gurtovoy (UNR) 3 

9 Vikram Ramesh (367) 3 

Soham Shah (361) & Stephen Cheng (267) 2.5 
|| Maria Paquette (100) 2.5 

2Timothy Weng (UNR) 3 

)Matthew Miller (UNR) & Albert Wong (UNR) 2 


4 Anna Kuhns (UNR), Ben Gau (UNR) & Timothy Seah 
(UNR) 2 


) Clovis Tong (UNR) 2.5 


Alexander Lin (UNR), Tiffany Kwok (UNR) & Matthew 
tnillin (UNR) 2 


Wesley Low (UNR) 3 

‘Angela Qiu (UNR) 3 

Victor Chen (UNR) 3 

ack Kiernan (UNR) 3 

Vikram Ganesh (UNR) 3 

VAkaash Kannan (UNR) 3 

‘Brandon Mohajeri (UNR) & Mark Orlovsky (UNR) 2.5 
4Naman Trivedi (UNR) 3 

)Rohan Desikan (UNR) 3 
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SCS GRAND PRIX #1, SCHOLASTIC QUADS (JUNE 
19, 2004): 
Quad Number, Winner (USCF Rating), Points 
I. Allen Tu (1490), Jayanti Sriharsha(1467) 2 
2 Kyle Hui(1420), Saveen Sahni(1406) 2 
3 Jeff Young(1402) 2.5 
4. Larry Zhong(1346), Jonathan Chang(1329) 2 
3 Rohan Agrawal(1293) 3 
6 Clayton Chan(1257) 3 
7 Andrew Li(1213) 3 


8. SWISS-TROPHY WINNERS: Ojas Chinchwadkar(1200), 
Raymond Zhong(1189), Brian Tsui(1185) 2; Ankita Roy (1203), 
James Paquette(1184) 1.5 


9. Jason Gurtovoy(1153) 3 
10. Kevin Garbe (1100), Ayush Kumar(1091), Andrew Yeh(1091) 


~ 


11. Matthew Heising(1076) 3 


2. SWISS-TROPHY WINNERS: Stephen Lee(1058) 3: 
Alexander Chiou(1036), Alvin Kao(1032) 2 


13. Raji Srikant(1026) 2.5 
14. Sanjay Srinivas(1009) 2 
15. David Smith(991) 3 
16. Bryan Wong(968) 2.5 
17. Clayon Christopher(942) 3 
18. Lance Kwan(936), Daniel Steiner(910) 2 
19. Gabriel Lee(909), Palak Goel(900) 2 
20. Harish Shanker(887), Sruthi Mantri(872), Sally Lin(864) 2 
21. Donald Livingston(861) 2 
22. Mason Eastman(893) 3 
23. Matthew Jin(825), Joshua Chan(814), Manoj Prabakar(809) 2 
24. Sandip Srinivas(789) 3 


25. SWISS-TROPHY WINNERS: Kyle Sandhu(756), Anand 
Lakshminarayan(745) 3; Vasishta Jyanti(751), Douglas Wilson(748) 
2 


26. Allan Ko(719) 3 

27. Gordon Su(741) 3 

28. Rohan Desikan(695) 3 
29. Victor Feng(686) 3 
30. Amit Patel(646) 3 


31. Bharadwaj Ramachandran(658), Erik Feldmeier(612), Aditya 
Kumar(601) 2 


32. Aamir Azhar(626) 3 


33. Eric Lee(623) 3 
34. Ankur Kumar(573), Rowan Sandhu(542) 








Board Notes 


It has been nearly a year since the newest board of Cal Chess was assembled. I had the privilege of serving on 
this board as a member and can say I was impressed with the consciousness of the board regarding all chess 
matters. Nice weekend days of mine were spent participating in passionate discussion regarding chessly 
matters. Despite ignorant voices I would hear accusing the board of being divided into factions and scholastic 
biased, what I witnessed was a group of people who really cared about the good of all chess. Ranking high in 
our accomplishments was creating a bid form for the Cal Chess Scholastic Championship, and laying some of 


the groundwork for Cal Chess to bid on its own tournament in future years. I think our president, Elizabeth Bh 
Shaughnessy, has done a terrific job and I hope that she is elected again as president. Below you will see the , 
proposed changes we have made to the bylaws. These changes will be voted on by the membership at the adult A 
State Championships on Labor Day Weekend - editor : 

Proposed changes to Bylaws of Cal¢hess ; 
Article I: Name Elect Officers after the Annual membership 
The name of the association shall be CalChess, also meeting. ia 
known as the Northern California Chess Award bids to organizers for officially Ar 
Association. The name of the association shall be sanctioned championship tournaments. mt 
CalChess, also known as NorCal, CalChess To approve non-budgeted expenditures over il 
Scholastics, NorCal Scholastics and the Northern $100. ne 
California Chess Association. To appoint or remove individuals from ‘ 
Article II: Purpose official positions listed in Article V, and Article VI 
To broaden and develop chess as art, recreation, and of the by laws. We 
as a significant element of culture in Northern To provide for the publication of the al 
California. To cooperate with chess clubs, schools, California Chess Journal, the official publication of 
the public and other groups throughout Northern the Northern California Chess Association. Me 
California in chess instruction and in conduct of To provide for an official CalChess website. \ 
chess competitions and exhibitions of all types. To serve on subcommittees as needed. ea 


To serve as the authorized state affiliate of the 
United States Chess Federation (USCF). 

Article III: Membership 

Section 1. Regular Membership. Any person may 
become a Regular member upon payment of the set 
dues for a regular membership. 

Section 2. Youth Membership. Any person under 
the age of 19 may become a Youth member by 
paying the youth dues. 

Section 3. Family Membership. Any group of 
individuals, up to two adults and those living under 
their care, may become a family member by paying 
the discounted group rate. Each individual within 
the family shall be accorded the same membership 
privileges as Regular and Youth members subject to 
the voting age restriction. However, only one issue 
of the California Chess Journal will be mailed to a 
family address. 

Article IV: Board of Directors 

Section 1: Responsibilities. The duties of the Board 


are. 


Section 2: Number. The full Board shall consist of ® 
ten Directors. A quorum shall consist of 60% of the ® 
standing Board. 
Section 3: Election. Each Board member is elected 
to a two-year term, with five members being up for ie 
re-election every alternating year. All Board be 
members are to be elected by secret ballot ofall 4 
voting members who attend the Annual meeting. tk 
No proxy ballots shall be accepted. Al 
If the Board seats are not contested in a particular ‘p 
year, the membership can wave the secret ballot in "a 
favor of a voice vote. ft 
Section 4: Voting Members. Any member in good 
standing, 14 years or older, may vote in CalChess iN 
elections. 
Section 5: Nomination. Any member of CalChess ‘Xd 
who resides in Northern California, as defined by i 
the USCF, can run for the CalChess Board at the 
Annual meeting. la 
Section 6: Removal from the Board. A Director lh 
may be removed from office by a two-thirds vote of th 


a li a 
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re standing Board. Reasons for removal can 
clude but are not limited to: Repeated unexcused 
ibsences from Board meetings, failure to participate 
Board discussions, including email discussions 
ind votes, threatening other members of the Board 
yith physical or financial harm, or behavior 
becoming of a Board member. Deliberations on 
moval shall be held in a closed session of the 
ui goard. Any Board member threatened with 
emoval is entitled to a hearing by the Board. 
\side from removal, no additional action shall be 
sermitted by the Board against its members. 
‘ection 7: Vacancies. Should the Board constitute a 
jumber less than ten, the standing Board can fill the 
ancy by a majority vote of its remaining 
hip members. Any person joining the Board to fill a 
wcancy Shall remain on the Board until the next 
\mual meeting. If the vacancy that was filled has 
gore than one year remaining, then that position 
ver illbe elected for term of one year at the Annual 
meeting. 
xetion 8: Annual Meeting. An Annual membership 
VJ meeting will take place between the first and eighth 
yeek following the USCF Annual meeting of the 
une calendar year. Ten voting members in good 
1of sunding shall constitute a quorum for the Annual 
\leeting. 
site, \wtion 9: Board meetings. The Board shall meet at 
ast three times a year in addition to the Annual 
of keting. Meetings can be called by agreement of 
fthe Board during a previous meeting, at the request 
40% of the standing Board, or at the request of 
‘ted iePresident. 
for ‘etion 10: Motions before the Board: Only elected 
ard members can bring forth or vote on motions 
ing CalChess meetings. The exception to the 
,  illeshall be the Annual Meeting where all 
ilChess members may fully participate. A motion 
ar ‘passed by a simple majority of the Present Board 
tin tasimple majority of the CalChess members 
tent at the annual meeting. 
pod teboard can make and approve motions via email. 
ss_ ‘wo thirds vote of the Standing Board is required 
110 pass a motion when acted on through this 
ess ‘dium. 
py board can make and approve motions via 
¢ tronic forum or conference call with a three 
unlers majority of the Present Board. 
¢ ‘motions shall be submitted to the Secretary for 
te of tlision on the Advanced agenda one week ten 
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days before Board meetings. Motions that are not 
submitted to the Secretary one week ten days before 
Board meetings require a 2/3 majority to pass. 

The maker of a late motion that does not pass meet 
the 2/3 vote may add the motion to the next Board 
meetings agenda. 

Section 11: Editorial oversight. The Board reserves 
the right to edit or modify content of any Official 
CalChess publication that it deems to be contrary to 
the interest of the organization as a whole. Changes 
can be made by a majority vote of the Board. 
Oversight includes, but is not limited to the 
California Chess Journal, and the CalChess website. 
Article V: Officers 

Section 1: Composition. The officers of CalChess 
shall consist of President, Vice President. Secretary 
and Treasurer. All other Board members shall be 
members at large. 

Section 2: President. The President shall preside 
over all meetings of the CalChess Board and chair 
the Annual meeting; carry out all requirements of 
these Bylaws, officially represent CalChess on 
occasion, and authorize expenditures up to a limit of 
$100. 

Section 3: Vice President. The Vice President shall 
execute the duties of the President when the 
President is unable to serve, and perform such other 
duties as are assigned by the CalChess Board. or the 
President on its behalf. 

Section 4: Secretary. The Secretary shall be 
responsible for publishing the minutes of Board 
meetings, including the Annual Meeting; taking 
care of all correspondence on behalf of CalChess 
under the direction of the President or the Board, 
and supervising the counting of ballots, and 
maintain the current set of rules established under 
Auxiliary Procedures. 

Section 5: Treasurer. The Treasurer shall be 
responsible for managing the assets of CalChess, 
keeping all accounting records, accepting revenues, 
releasing disbursements, preparing and issuing 
financial statements, and submitting an Annual 
budget for review and approval by the Board. 
Section 6: Election and Terms of Officers. 
Immediately following the Annual meeting, the 
Board shall meet in executive session to choose 
Officers. 
Officers shall be chosen from within the Board’s 
own members for a term of one year. An Officer 
must receive a majority vote of the standing Board. 








If no candidate for a Officer position receives a 
majority vote, then run off between the top two 
candidates shall be conducted. 

Should a vacancy occur by either removal or 
resignation of an Officer, the Board shall choose 
new officers at their next meeting, to serve out the 
remainder of the term. 

Article VI: Positions appointed by the CalChess 
Board. 

Section 1: Definition. Any person with specific 
duties appointed by the CalChess Board shall serve 
in an Official position of CalChess and is subject to 
the same rules as listed below. These roles include 
but are not limited to: the Editor of the California 
Chess Journal, the CalChess Webmaster, the 
Clearing House designate, Scholastic Director, and 
the Scholastic Representative. All appointees must 
be a member of CalChess when appointed. None of 
the appointed positions have voting rights on the 
Board. 

Section 2: Terms of Appointed positions: The 
holders of Official CalChess positions shall serve 
for a term of one year. Appointments shall be made 
by a majority of the present Board, and shall be 
decided on at the first meeting following the Annual 
Membership meeting. 

Section 3: Editor of the California Chess Journal. 
The Editor is responsible for publishing a minimum 
of four Annual issues per year of the California 
Chess Journal, and providing content to the 
CalChess web page in coordination with the 
CalChess Webmaster. 

Section 4: CalChess Webmaster. The Webmaster is 
responsible for the content and publication of the 
CalChess web site. 

Section 5: Scholastic Director. The duties of the 
Scholastic Director shall include: Coordinating 
Scholastic events, serving as a liaisons to the 
CalChess Board, presiding over the Coaches 
meeting at the CalChess State Scholastic 
Championships, and maintaining a scholastic 
tournament calendar. 

If the Scholastic Director is unable to preside over 
the CalChess State Scholastics Coaches meeting, 
then the President or the President’s designate shall 
preside. 

Section 6: Clearing House designate. The duties of 
the Clearing House designate include maintaining a 
calendar of tournaments, including a separate 


scholastics calendar, and attempting to resolve 
potential tournament conflicts. 
Section 7: Scholastic Representative. The 
Scholastic Representative is an Ex-Officio member 
of the Board. Nominated by the Scholastic Directo, 
and approved by a majority vote of the Present 
Board, the Scholastic Representative shall server fo, 
a term of one year, starting on June Ist of each year. 
The Scholastic Representative must attend a 
Northern California High School or be recognized 
as a high school student in a home school 
environment. 
Section 8: Additional appointed positions. A 
majority of the Present Board can create and 
appoint members to additional positions to those 
enumerated above. The terms of said positions 
shall not exceed one year, and can be terminated by 
the Board at any time. 
Article VI: Amendment of the Bylaws 
Section 1: A proposal to amend these Bylaws can 
shall be sent to the membership by one of the 
following methods: 

By a majority vote of the Board 

By submitting a petition signed by 20 
members of CalChess to the Secretary. 
Any amendments to be voted upon must be 
published and distributed to the membership at least 
30 days prior to the Annual Membership meeting. 
Section 2: These Bylaws can be amended by a two- 
thirds vote of those members present in person at 
the Annual Meeting. 
Section 3: The board can amend the Bylaws witha 
three fourths vote. Any change made by the Board 
must be re-affirmed by a two thirds vote of 
membership at the Annual Meeting. 
Article VIII: Auxiliary Procedures 
Any procedure not covered by the above articles 
shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order or by 
rules established by a majority vote of the Standing 
Board. 
Definitions: 
Standing Board: Includes all members of the 
CalChess Board whether or not they are in 
attendance at a particular meeting. 
Present Board: All members of the CalChess Board 
in attendance at a particular Board meeting, witha 
quorum. 
Full Board: Includes all members of the CalChess 
board including all open seats if any. 
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22™ ANNUAL SANDS REGENCY 
RENO-WESTERN STATES OPEN CHESS TOURNAMENT 


5 (a WEIKEL tournament) 

tor 

s $52,400 PRIZE FUND I ($33,550 Guaranteed!) os 
at GM BORIS SPASSKY wilt be in RENO!!! 

d (complete details and 5-day schedule for GM Spassky displayed on back cover) 


6 Round Swiss — 7 Sections — F.I.D.E. rated - 200 Grand Prix Pts. 
Time Control:40/2, 20/1 - Rooms: Sun-Thurs $39, Fri & Sat $59 +410. 
ENTRY FEE: Open Gm/im free,(2200-up)$150, (2000-2199) $201,(U2000) $301 

a “XX” Sec- $149, “A” Sec- $148, “B” Sec-$147, ““C”’ Sec-$146, ““D”’ Sec-$145. 


““E” Sec- $75, (Unrated players $10+1 yr. USCF dues -paid thru this tournament) 
(Enter by Sept.27.Postmarked after 9/27 add $11 late fee. Add $22 late fee at site) 


15 PLACES PAID IN ALL SECTIONS!! 


PRIZE FUND:Open Sec $5,000-2500-1500-1200-1000-900-800-700-600-500 
(2400-2499) $1000, (2300-2399) $1000-600-400, (2299-below[no Unr.]) $1000-600-400 


“X’’Sec: $2,000-1000-500-400-300-200-200-200-200 
-100-100-100-100-100-(U2100)$700 


ast “A”’Sec: $1,900-1000-500-400-300-200-200-200-200-100-1 00-100-100-100-100 
“B”’Sec: $1 ,800-1000-500-400-300-200-200-200-200-100-100-100-100-100-100 
: “C"See: $1,700-1000-500-400-300-200-200-200-100-100-100-100-100-100-100 
“D" Sec: $1,500-800-500-400-300-200-200-200-100-100-100-1 00-100-100-100 
la 


“E”’Sec: $500-400-300-200-100-100-100-100-100-100-100-100-100-100-100 
: Ist UNRATED in “D” & “E” = trophy + I yr.membership in USCF(Unrated not eligible for cash prizes) 
Also: Trophies to top 3 places in Sections A-E 


ws 
. 


ENTER: make checks out and send to: Chess tournament 
by Sands Regency Hotel/Casino 345 N. Arlington Ave., Reno, NV 89501 
ng Rooms (by Sept. 30"): 1-866-FUNSTAY (Ask for code CHE 1013) 
INFO: Jerry Weikel 6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno, NV 89523 
(775) 747-1405 wackyykI@ALO.Com 


THE EXTRAVAGANZA IN RENO JUST GOT BIGGER! 


ard 
1a 


DON’T MISS THIS ONE! 


20043 
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X-WORLD CHAMPION BORIS SPASSKY DOES RENO!!! 


Sands Regency Hotel/Casino & Jerry Weikel (Organizer and Chief TD) are proud to 
announce that GM Boris Spassky(World Chess Champion 1969-1972) will be at the 
Reno-Western States Open Chess Tournament for 5 Days!!! 


The RENO-WESTERN STATES OPEN dates are Oct. 15-17,2004 in Reno, Nevada 

Held at the Sands Regency Hotel/Casino. $52,400 Prize Fund Projected (Info: p. ) 

GM BORIS SPASSKY’S SCHEDULE: 

WED(10 /13) 8:30PM “An Evening with Boris” $30 (Includes Dinner) Reservations Req. 
Don’t miss this! 4 Speakers scheduled so far to talk about Boris on the “lighter side”! 

THURS. (10/ 14) 6-7:15 PM GM Larry Evans (free) Lecture on Boris Spassky 


7:30 PM GM Boris Spassky Simul (25 boards) $100(includes commemorative 
pen), Spectator fee: ($5)* 


FRI. (10/15) 10-11AM GM Boris Spassky Book Signing Session (free) 

SAT. (10/16) 4:30-6 PM GM Boris Spassky Clinic ($10)* 

SUN. (10/17) 4-5:30 PM the film “Clash of the Titans” (Bobby Fischer & Boris Spassky) 
(produced in Europe) will be shown (40 min.) followed by a Question & Answer 

Session hosted by GM Larry Evans & GM Borts Spassky ($10)* 

*Everyone who is playing in the main tournament (Reno-West. States Open) will 

receive a free admission (non-transferable) to these 3 GM Boris Spassky events). 
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